
2022 – 23 Course Selection for…

Bur Oak Secondary School



High School Schedule
● School year is split into two semesters

◦ Semester One: September to January (4 classes)
◦ Semester Two: February to June (4 classes)

● School day consists of five 75 minute periods
◦ Four class periods and one period for lunch

Period Time Semester 1 Semester 2

1 8:15 – 9:35 Geography English

2 9:40 – 10:55 Mathematics Business Tech

3 11:00 – 12:15 LUNCH LUNCH

4 12:20 – 1:35 French Science

5 1:40 – 2:55 Phys Ed. Visual Arts

Sample Timetable



Getting Help in High School
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ESL Courses for ELL students

● ESL courses help students develop 
skills  in English

● ESL levels A, B, C, D and E
◦ Students must complete an ESL 

assessment with their Grade 8 teacher for 
placement

● Discuss your elective courses with 
your Grade 8 teacher

● Offering ESL science, geography and 
drama for grade nine



Special Education

● If you have an Individual Education 
Plan (IEP)
◦ Bur Oak’s Special Education department 

will be in touch with your grade 8 teacher 
about next steps

◦ You are strongly encouraged to select 
“Learning Strategies” as one of your 
elective courses



What do I 
need to do 
to Graduate 
from
High School?



Diploma Requirements



Earning Credits in Grade 9 
Compulsory Courses
● English  
● Mathematics  
● Science  
● Geography  
● French
● Physical Education

HEY…
pick two alternatives 

you would be happy to 
take!

Elective Courses—TWO!  
● Drama 
● Exploring Technologies 
● Cosmetology 
● Exploring Family Studies
● Intro to Business
● Intro to Business 

Technology
● Music – Vocal, Keyboarding, 

Piano, or Instrumental 
(band)

● Repertoire
● Visual Arts
● Non-Traditional Art



Diploma Requirements



Literacy Test (OSSLT)

● Write in spring of Grade 10 year

● Reading and writing expectations up to and 
including grade 9

● Don’t worry - we will help you
prepare!



Diploma Requirements

Ontario
Secondary
School
Diploma

18 
Compulsory 

Credits

12 Optional 
Credits

Successful 
completion of 

Ontario School 
Literacy Test

40 hours of 
Community 
Involvement



Community Involvement
● 40 hours is required

● Why?  
◦ Encourages community values and participation
◦ Begins your professional network
◦ Reinforces the importance of volunteerism

● Keep records of your activities
◦ Forms are available in guidance or online

You can start in the summer after grade 8!

https://teamserver.yrdsb.net/schools/buroak/Bur%20Oak%20Pictures/Food%20Drive%20II.JPG


BOSS 49ers Club

● Recognition for students who 
complete their 40 hours by the end of 
their grade 9 year

● 49ers receive:
◦ a special certificate
◦ Top three: recognition in our 

Awards assembly



“How do I 
know what 
courses to 

take?”



1.  IPP Pathways Planning

● Your IPP in 
myPathway 
Planner  helps you:
◦ Identify your 

strengths and 
interests

◦ Explore 
opportunities

◦ Set goals for the 
future



How to get started



2.  myPathway Planner 
Surveys - Get to know yourself!



3.  Self Reflection

What am I 
interested 

in?

What does 
my grade 
8 teacher 

say?

What is 
my 

learning 
style?

What do I 
need to 
take?



❏ not all courses have to be the same level
❏ you can move between levels
❏ all destinations are possible

4. The right pathway for YOU

Course Types in Grade 9 & 10

Academic Open
Locally 

DevelopedDestreamed



Course Levels - Grade 9

It is common for students to select a combination of academic courses.

Course type Details
DESTREAMED ● offered in the following course for 2022-23: Math and Science

● additional compulsory courses may be offered as destreamed for next year
● maximum class size currently 25.  Will be confirmed for 2022-23.

ACADEMIC ● offered in the following compulsory courses: English, French, Geography, as 
well as Grade Ten Science, Math and History for 2022-23

● maximum class size of 29

LOCALLY DEVELOPED ● may be offered in the following compulsory courses: Science, Math, English, 
History

● maximum class size of 16
● placement determined through an IPRC meeting

OPEN ● offered in the following compulsory courses:
French, Physical Education, Arts, Civics/Careers and all remaining grade 
9&10 electives

● maximum class size of 29 (exception
Technology courses)



Course Types- Grade 9

Physical Education is the same for all 
students.  Gender Specific or CoedMath 

(introduced in 
2021-22)
Science
(scheduled 
for 2022-23)

Academic
Locally 

Developed

Destreamed

English
Geography
French

English
Math
Science
Geography

Course Levels- Grade 9

School boards are waiting on more details from the 
Ministry of Education regarding destreamed courses 
for the 2022-23 school year



Elective Courses for Grade 9

Arts

Drama

Music 
(variety of 
courses)

Visual

Non 
Traditional 

Art

Business 
Studies

Intro to 
Business

Intro to 
Business 

Technology

Learning 
Strategies 

Family Studies 
(Social Sciences)

Technological 
Studies

Exploring 
Technology

Cosmetology

For more information about grade 9 electives visit our 
Bur Oak Open House Virtual Tour

https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/bur-oak-virtual-open-house/virtual-tour


Course Selection:



Reminders:
● All grade 9 students take 8 courses 
● Select: 

◦6 compulsory
◦2 electives 
◦2 alternatives

● ELLs need to select 2 English credits
● Students with IEP may want Learning 

Strats.
● If you choose vocal or instrumental music, 

you need to decide about AMR (9th credit)



Go to: www.yrdsb.ca

Log in with your school 
account

http://www.yrdsb.ca


Go to: High School, then Plan



Select Courses:  Click for Steps

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/buroak.ss/guidance/Documents/Course%20Selection%20For%20Grade%208%20Students.pdf


Click: Review Course Selection



Submit After you show
Your Teacher



This Selection gets “locked”

Changes can only be made by BOSS now



Choose Carefully

● Little flexibility to change your courses 
once the timetable is made

◦ Avoid disappointment – talk with your Grade 8 
teacher(s); 
◦ Reflect on your interests and academic skills to 

make good choices



Next Steps

● Confirm course verification - Information 
will be sent in March

● Ambassador visits in the spring
● Registration in last week of August; 

Orientation in September


