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Presentation Notes
Welcome, thank you for coming this evening.



Essential 
Skills for the  
21st Century 

Learner 
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Presentation Notes
It is important for students to be prepared for the future by giving them the transferable essential skills that enable them to succeed in post secondary and career choices. 

The skills identified in this slide are regarded by employers as the essential skills that all workers will need in order to adapt to the changing workplace and world economy.




The Big Picture 
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International recognition – other countries are coming to see what is happening  with SHSMs in Ontario.

 Click on the slide title to visit http://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2010/09/premier-hosts-us-education-secretary-at-ontario-high-school.html 

http://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2010/09/premier-hosts-us-education-secretary-at-ontario-high-school.html�


Initial Post-Secondary Destinations 
(Provincial Data) 
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Source: 
Who Doesn’t Go To Post-Secondary Education? Final Report of Findings for Colleges Ontario Collaborative Research Project A.J.C. King W.K. Warren M.A. King J.E. Brook P.R. Kocher Social Program Evaluation Group Faculty of Education Queen’s University October 20, 2009

Of 100 students that start grade 9 in Ontario, 91 graduate with their OSSD within 4 years.  
30 students return for a 5th year.
In total, of the 100 Ontario students that started high school in grade 9:
34 start university
20 start college 
6 start apprenticeships
40 start directly in the workplace

Once students have started in a particular post secondary option, many choose to change their destination, or do not finish in the destination they start.  This often has significant personal and financial expense.  SHSM is intended to engage students and help them focus their learning and make informed post secondary destination choices.    

SHSM is about allowing students to develop the requisite skills and training, certifications, and networking to allow them to make an informed transition to post-secondary.  






WHO NEEDS TO KNOW ABOUT SHSM? 

Student 

Parent 

School Community 

System 
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Everyone needs to know about SHSM so that there is an opportunity for informed pathway planning and decision making.

Ultimately it is about student engagement and ensuring that our students are prepared with the skills, knowledge and aptitudes required for the 21st century workplace.




An SHSM 
program allows 
students to 
focus and 
contextualise 
their learning in 
a particular 
economic 
sector. 



SHSM  
programs 
prepare 
students for 
their chosen 
post-secondary 
destination.  
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SHSM provides programming for all four post-secondary destinations.

Keeping in mind that pathways are unique and individual to each student, starting points begin with where each student is both academically and socially-emotionally ready.  

SHSM programming provides students with the opportunity to select courses that build on their skills, interests and abilities.  Many of the courses in an SHSM bundle are required for graduation so students still have lots of choice to take courses that are of interest to them and may be outside of the SHSM.

SHSMs take students on a directed journey of self-discovery, where their destination unfolds.  



Dual Credits, 
University Visits, 

YRDSB Skills 
Competitions, 

Accelerated OYAP, 
Fast Track  

4 Major Courses,  
2 Co-op Credits, 

Related Courses with 
Contextualised 

Content 

The Five Required Components 
 

• a bundle of eight to ten Grade 11 
and Grade 12 credits; 

 
• sector recognised certifications and 

training courses; 
 
• experiential learning activities 

within the sector; 
 
• “reach ahead” experiences in the 

student’s post-secondary 
destination of choice; 

 
• use of the Ontario Skills Passport 

(OSP) to document development of 
Essential Skills and work habits. 
 

Job Shadowing, 
Job Twinning, 

Work Experience 

First Aid, CPR, 
WHMIS, and more…. 

Thinking, Problem 
Solving, Computer Use, 

Numeracy… 



Students  
Engaged in 
Learning! 
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Alignment of individual skills, interests and abilities with curriculum instruction. 

In addition to traditional classroom instruction, SHSM students also participate in sector recognised certifications and training courses (see photos)

Assists students in their transition from high school to their post-secondary destination.

Identification, exploration, and refinement of career pathways with community partners.

Career focussed learning.

Improved post-secondary prospects.

Networking through cooperative education programming



2010-2011 Credit Attainment for SHSM Students 

Provincial Credit At  92.0%
York Region DSB C   98.0%

190%

York Region DSB 
Credit Attainment 

Rate
92.0% 

98.0% 

88.0% 90.0% 92.0% 94.0% 96.0% 98.0% 100.0% 

Provincial Credit 
Attainment Rate 

York Region DSB 
Credit Attainment 

Rate 
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This is why SHSM programming works!  YRDSB students are fabulous!  They are performing ahead of provincial average.  These data are for all subjects in an SHSM student’s timetable not just the courses in the SHSM bundle and includes student moving toward all destinations.



Hospitality & 
Tourism 

 
Information & 

Communications 
Technology 

 
Manufacturing 

 
Sports 

 
Transportation 

Arts & 
Culture 

 
Business 

 
Construction 

 
Environment 

 
Health & 
Wellness 

YRDSB Offers SHSMs in 10 Economic Sectors 



Arts & Culture 
2012 - 2013 

Pending Ministry Approval 



Business 
2012 - 2013 

Pending Ministry Approval 



Construction 
2012 - 2013 

Pending Ministry Approval 



Environment 
2012 - 2013 

Pending Ministry Approval 



Health & 
Wellness 

2012 - 2013  

Pending Ministry Approval 



Hospitality  & 
Tourism 

2012 - 2013  

Pending Ministry 
Approval 



Information & 
Communications 

Technology 
2012 - 2013  

Pending Ministry 
Approval 



Manufacturing 
2012 - 2013 



Sports 
2012 - 2013 



Transportation 
2012 - 2013 

Pending Ministry Approval 



Pending Ministry Approval 

A Variety of SHSM 
Programs will be 

Offered Across York 
Region in  

2012 -2013 
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Most schools in YRDSB are planning to offer programs in multiple SHSM sectors to address the interests of a wider variety of students.  
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SHSM Provincial Footprint: 
Number of Students in Each Sector 
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Currently there are in excess of 34000 SHSM students across the province.  This represents more than 10%  of the provincial grade 11 and 12 student population.  It is expected that this percentage will continue to rise as these programs continue to grow in popularity.



Every Pathway is Unique! 

• Each student creates their own pathway 
 

• Pathways are flexible and provide 
students with opportunities to explore 
multiple post secondary destinations 
 

• There are multiple career opportunities for 
students within each post secondary 
destination 
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Students often transition through multiple post secondary destinations to open career possibilities.

It is all about keeping students engaged and respecting where they are in their personal learning journey.








Transition Planning 
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Presentation Notes
Planning for SHSM sooner rather than later is beneficial.  Early planning may help guide course selection and experiences that students participate in prior to their application for SHSM.

The SHSM Parent Guide is available to help parents help their children with the transitions from elementary to secondary school, intermediate to senior division and secondary school to post-secondary destinations .


The Application Process:
Students:
1. Consult with your guidance counsellor.
2. Attend an SHSM in-school information session.
3. Choose the appropriate courses.
4. Complete an SHSM application with your parents.
5. Complete the SHSM interview.




SHSM Recognition 
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Students go through a formal application and interview process to be eligible for admission to our SHSM program.
Students and parents see the value in the red seal and the SHSM Record.
SHSM students are recognised at graduation ceremonies.
A SHSM bursary has been established.
Each school awards a trophy for the student who best demonstrates attainment of the essential skills.





Preparing Students for Success 
in the 21st Century 

 
An SHSM enriches the student experience through: 
 
• Customized sector specific training; 

 
• “Reach ahead” experiences for post-secondary 

destination of choice 
 

• Exploring new ways of learning 
 

• Networking through cooperative education 
programming 
 

• Gaining sector specific certifications 
 

• Aligning individual skills, interests and abilities with 
curriculum instruction 
 

• Engagement, motivation and direction 
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The Specialist High Skills Major is new specialized programming under the Ministry’s Student Success initiative. York Region DSB secondary schools, through SHSM programming, are providing students with more opportunities to customize their high school experience and build on their strengths, interests and abilities through a variety of new and enhanced learning options. 
Learning options include:
Focused  Learning: using sector specific skills and knowledge delivered through a bundle of designated Grade 11 and 12 courses, while meeting the requirements of the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD);
Contextualized Learning: ensuring that the instructional approaches teachers use are engaging and aligned with the skills and knowledge required for the 21st century;
“Reach Ahead” Opportunities: assisting students with the transitions from secondary school to apprenticeship training, college, university, or the workplace.
2 Cooperative Education Credits: providing authentic learning experiences and networking opportunities in a workplace setting;
Sector-Recognized Certifications and/or Training Courses: broadening a student’s repertoire of skills and improving their transition into the workplace;
Experiential Learning /Career Exploration: enabling students to better assess their interests, skills and abilities;
Development of Essential Skills /Work Habits: aligning the learning skills on the report card to the work habits required for a 21st century.




Want to Know More? 

Contact your local high school guidance department. 
 

Visit the Board website.  
 www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/shsm 

 

Additional Online Resources and Information 
Ontario Skills Passport  

www.skills.edu.gov.on.ca 
Career Cruising  

www.careercruising.com  
Ministry of Education  

www.ontario.ca/shsm  
 

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/shsm�
http://www.skills.edu.gov.on.ca/�
http://www.careercruising.com/�
http://www.ontario.ca/shsm�
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