
     Alexander Mackenzie High School 

School Council 

Monday, November 18 , 2019 

7:30 – 8:30 pm in Room 122 

MINUTES 

Attendees 

Present: Loren Thorburn, Xun Wang, Karl Brumund, Sabira Pradhan, Kelly Levson, Christine LaForge, 
David Mountain, Ruby Thind, Teresa Ho, Otilia Olteanu, George Ellinas, Cathy Clarke 

Regrets: Angela Flesariu, Lin Zhu, Yula Nouragas, Sarit Abramovich 

Absent: Ion Gosman 

Guests: Will Husnut, Lana Fisher, Jason Pritchett 

Student Report - ​Will Husnut 

● Student council events 
○ semi-formal next week - moved to Wednesday, November 27 
○ still some tickets on School Cash Online 
○ theme is “City Lights” 

● Wizard of Oz musical 
○ Mackenzie Music 
○ December 12 & 13 

2019/2020 School Council 

1. Treasurer Report​ - Xun Wang 

○ full report attached at the end 
○ no change since September 2019 
○ school council general account: $2,211.97 as of October 31, 2019 

■ was $3,011.97 in May 2019 
■ 4 * $200 student graduation gifts in June 2019 

○ board account: $0 
■ funding provided annually 

 



■ funds made available in November, normally $1,000 per school year 
○ PRO (Parents Reaching Out) Grant account: $0 

■ dependent upon provincial funding for PRO Grants 
■ this school year an amount is allocated to each board 
■ school councils can apply to their board for funding of parent engagement 

projects 
 

2. Principal’s Profile 

○ voted via email 
○ 11-1 in support  

3. Email voting to approve minutes 

○ using email to approve minutes to allow them to be posted sooner on the AMHS 
website 

○ we will continue using this method 

4. Feb/March Meeting needed 

○ do we need one? 
○ bad timing due to course selection, term 2 start, March break 
○ will not have an in person meeting, but if needed, will have a virtual meeting 

■ email and video conference 
■ details will be announced if this occurs 

5. School Council night 

○ handouts from presentations scanned and attached 
○ Teresa Ho represented AMHS 
○ vaping workshop 

■ YRDSB has website on vaping 
■ Otilia: glad parents are more aware of vaping and its concerns 

○ discussions about how other school councils operate 
○ workshop on suicide 

■ Lana: guidance and staff regularly discuss mental health for students 

6. January workshop ​- Xun Wang 

○ ASYR (Addiction Services York Region) resource available to present at workshop 
■ https://www.asyr.ca/resources/presentations-and-workshops/ 
■ are there specific topics that we wish to have covered? 

● ASYR can tailor a workshop to topics of interest to AMHS parents 
■ Nov 15 ebulletin had info on Cannabis 101 and vaping 

● http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/alexandermackenzie.hs/NewsEvents/Doc
uments/AMHS%20Parent%20Bulletin%20Nov.%2015,%202019.pdf 

○ subcommittee to coordinate 
■ Ruby, Sabira and Xun 

○ we do not expect to receive PRO Grant funding for this workshop 

 

https://www.asyr.ca/resources/presentations-and-workshops/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/alexandermackenzie.hs/NewsEvents/Documents/AMHS%20Parent%20Bulletin%20Nov.%2015,%202019.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/alexandermackenzie.hs/NewsEvents/Documents/AMHS%20Parent%20Bulletin%20Nov.%2015,%202019.pdf


7. Survey results 

○ survey report attached 
○ Lin compiled results, Loren presented the results as Lin is away 
○ some parents expressed an interest in sponsoring an event 

■ School Council will reach out to them 
○ Karl to request to have survey results on dropdown menu on SC webpage 

8. An hour of code 

○ Dec 12, 10-11am in cafeteria 
○ for grade 11 computer science classes (~75 students) 
○ participation limited by mobile technology in school 

Teacher’s Report​ - Cathy Clarke and Lana Fisher 

● full report attached at the end 
● Arts Mackenzie deadline for next school year is November 29 at 4pm 

○ for current Grade 8 students wishing to apply to Arts Mackenzie 
● Dec 2-6 AMac Gives Back drive support the Richmond Hill Food Bank and Central Cares 

○ donations requested 
○ student leaders organizing this drive 
○ goal = 1300 items to donate 

● Guidance Pop Up 
○ once a week during lunch hour Guidance sets-up a desk in a different part of the school 

to connect with students 
● Guidance Google Classrooms 
● Grade 12 OUAC and OCAS deadlines approaching 
● much more details in the report 

Admin Report​ - ​Otilia Olteanu, George Ellinas 

● enrollment increased 
○ 1355 as of October 31 

■ RT (regular track): 799 
■ Arts: 267 
■ IB: 289 

○ school capacity: 1333 
■ 102% utilization 

○ physical space challenges 
■ former dance studio converted to classroom 
■ teacher workroom converted to classroom 
■ school is completely full 
■ YRDSB visited and analyzed enrollment trends 
■ 1600 students forecasted by 2027 

○ multiple lunches (across all 5 periods) next year 

 



■ AMHS used to have this in the past 
■ also common in many other YRDSB high schools 
■ initially will try to segregate lunches by grade 
■ younger grades to get better times 

Student activity fee 

● supports activities that build and strengthen the sense of community in our schools 
● subsidizes school spirit events, team transportation, dances and guest speakers 
● benefits the student community as all funds support student activities 

In order to conserve paper, hard copies of the minutes and agenda will not be provided at the meeting. 

2019-2020 Council Members 
Chair:  Loren Thorburn 
Secretary: Karl Brumund  
Treasurer:  Xun Wang 
Parent Reps: Angela Flesariu, Christine LaForge, 
David Mountain, Ian Gosman, Kelly Levson, Lin 
Zha, Ruby Thind, Sabira Pradhan, Teresa Ho 
 

 2019-2020 Meeting Dates 
Meetings in Room 122 of AMHS 
 
Monday, September 16, 2019 @ 
7:00pm 
Monday, October 7, 2019 @ 7:00pm 
Monday November 18, 2019 @ 7:30pm 
Monday January 20, 2020 @ 7:30pm 
Monday, April 21, 2020 @ 7:30pm 
Tuesday May 19, 2020 @ 7:00pm 

 

 



Alexandar MacKenzie High School 
School Council Treasurer's Report
May 1, 2019 to October 31, 2019 

School Council General Account
Beginning Balance as of May 1, 2019 3,011.97$            

Add Source of Income:

Income -$                     

Total Revenue -                       

Less Expenditures:

Graduation gifts in June 2019 (4x$200) 800.00$               

Other Expenditures -$                     

Total Expenditures 800.00                 
Current School Council Accout balance as of October 31, 2019 2,211.97$      

Board Account
Beginning Balance as of September 1, 2019 -$                     

Add Source of Income:

Funds Expected in November $1000 per school year -$                     

Total Revenue -                       

Less Expenditures:

Total Expenditures -                       
Current Board Accout balance as of October 31, 2019 -$                

PRO Grant Account 
Beginning Balance as of September 1, 2019 -$                     

Add Source of Income:

School Council to apply for PRO Grant -$                     

Total Revenue -                       

Less Expenditures:

Total Expenditures -                       
Current PRO Grant Accout balance as of October 31, 2019 -$                















November 18, 2019 AMHS School Council Departmental Report 

AMHS School Council Departmental Report  
November 18, 2019  
7:30 p.m.  

 
 
Arts Mackenzie  
It is application season at Arts Mackenzie.  We are inviting all interested applicants to the 
Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts on Wednesday, October 16th at 7 p.m. for Arts 
Information Night.  Applications for Arts Mackenzie ​will open on October 16th and close on 
November 29th at 4 p.m. ​  Students who  submit an application within this window will be 
guaranteed an audition in January. 
 
Arts Mackenzie is visiting our feeder school partners to advertise the benefits of an arts based 
education at Alexander Mackenzie High School.  
 
Please follow our Instagram, @artsmackenzie, for department updates.  
 
Dance/Theatre  
Dance Arts Mackenzie is proud to be opening this year’s YRDSB Quest Conference with two 
original pieces.  
 
Students in Dance Arts and Theatre Arts Mackenzie have started to work towards their January 
15th Future Is Now/Graduate Showcase show.  
 
Theatre Arts Mackenzie will also be participating in this year’s National Theatre School of Canada 
Festival with two original pieces.  
 
The Theatre Arts IB course continues to merge global learning, critical thinking and theatrical 
traditions.  Students in the IB course are finalizing their first External Assessment Task, the 
Research Presentation, where they gain an in depth understanding of world theatre traditions and 
share their learning in presentational form.  Students will be showcasing their learning in all IB 
tasks at the end of semester showcase on January 15th. 
 
Drama Council is organizing our annual AMac Gives Back in collaboration with Presidents’ 
Council and Student Council.  Our AMac Gives Back drive runs from December 2nd to December 
6th and will support the Richmond Hill Food Bank and Central Cares.  Our community is asked to 
give back by donating:  

- non-perishable food items - gift cards (Walmart, No Frills)  
- New or gently used toys - new or gently used coats/winter gear  
- toiletry items  

 
 
 



November 18, 2019 AMHS School Council Departmental Report 

Music  
 
Arts 

● Arts students had their first round of private lessons with professional musicians over the 
past few weeks.  

● Planned workshops and guest artists for the next few months are:  
○ Introduction to bagpiping 
○ Vocal trio performance and masterclass 
○ Composing computer and popular music 

 
IB 

● Our first grade 11 IB class is going well.  Students are expanding their performance skills to 
get ready for the IB performance exam.  They are also learning how  to analyse music from 
around the world and how to compare and contrast it with western art music.  
 

Concerts and Performances 
● Showcase 2019 is next week - November 25.  All large music ensembles will perform and so 

far about 400 tickets have been sold.  
● Our string quartet performed at the Induction Ceremony for the Richmond Hill Sports 

Hall of Fame 
● Members of the string orchestra will be performing at the Quest Conference this week 
● Combined choirs performed at the Remembrance Day ceremony last week 

 
Annual Mackenzie Music Musical 

● Mackenzie Music is proud to present ​The Wizard ​o​f Oz ​on December 12th and 13th at the 
Richmond HIll Centre for the Performing Arts.  Join the cast of 65, accompanied by a live 
AMHS orchestra as they follow the yellow brick road in this classic musical tale.  Tickets 
are on sale now at rhcentre.ca  

 
Music Council  

● Last month held a successful Halloween Movie Night 
● Planning for Holiday Party on December 5 in the evening.   Tickets are $10 for music 

students and $12 for their guests.  
 
York Region Children’s Chorus Partnership 

● Members of the vocal Arts program are acting as coaches and tutors on Tuesday night 
running sectional rehearsals. 

 
Extended Trip 

● The trip to Vancouver as been approved and we have 55 deposits in hand (49 confirmed 
and 6 on a waiting list).  If we receive 70 or more deposits, we will open up the trip to all 
on the waiting list.  
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Visual Arts  
 
-students are working on the set for the musical 
-ACC is holding an art contest - to be announced this week 
-new murals have gone up / are going up around the school  
 
 
Eco Team:   
 
Have you seen the school's Eco Station located next to the main office?  Staff and students can 
drop off used batteries, printer cartridges, eye glasses, milk bags, writing instruments, and cell 
phones.  
 
The community classes use the milk bags to create sleeping mats for vulnerable individuals of the 
community.  Mats are delivered to Newmarket's The LOFT for distribution.  Eyeglasses are also 
put to great use.  They are repaired and donated to the Doctors Without Borders organization 
who redistribute them to needy individuals.  
 
Equity:  
Some members of our Equity Team will attend the board's annual Equity Symposium.   The 
Symposium is aimed at developing a critical understanding of the ongoing impact of colonialism. 
The focus of this year's Symposium is Decolonizing: Disrupting and Revisioning. The workshops 
will support developing knowledge of how oppression is structured in society, how it impacts our 
schools and workplaces, and provide opportunities to explore ways in which oppression can be, 
and is currently, being disrupted. 
 
Guidance  
 
We had two very successful events on November 6th:  
 - Gr. 8 students came to High School while Gr. 9 students visited the world of work 
-  All Gr. 12 students traveled to various college and universities:  
    (University of Waterloo, Wilfrid Laurier University, Fanshawe College, Western University,  
Centennial College, UofT, Seneca College, York University, Ryerson University) 
 
Two lunch-n-learns coming up for Gr. 12 students: 

- Tuesday, Nov. 19 - Applying to Colleges and Universities  
- Monday, Dec. 9 - Supplementary application 

 
Visits to feeder elementary schools throughout the month of December. 
 
Started a new initiative: Guidance Pop Up (once a week during lunch hour Guidance sets-up a 
desk in a different part of the school to connect with students). 
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Equal Consideration Deadline for OUAC applicants: January 15, 2020 
Equal Consideration Deadline for OCAS applicants: February 1, 2020 
 
Next Guidance Parent Series: Monday, January 20, 2020 
- Course Selection for all Gr. 9  - Gr. 11 Parents 
 
Course Selection Opens Monday, February 10 - closes Monday, February 24 
 
IB Updates 
 
The IB admissions tests will be written on the following dates: 
·         Thursday, November 21st (6:00 pm-8:30 pm) 
·         Saturday, November 23rd (9:00 am-11:30 am) 
  
This year, 369 students have registered to write the IB admissions test, the highest number we 
have had so far. They will be competing for 116 spots. 
  
The whole intake assessment has been revamped. There will be a group activity followed by a 
written reflection. Both activities will take place 45 minutes. Only the written reflection will be 
marked. 
 
Library Learning Commons:  
The Library Learning Commons has recently acquired a 55-inch touchscreen with 
screen-mirroring technology. This new digital tool allows students and staff to experience an 
interactive and exciting approach to collaboration through the use of educational apps and 
websites.​ 
 
Literacy:  
All Grade 10 teachers will deliver literacy lessons that target specific skills in reading and writing 
in order to prepare students to write the OSSLT test.  Grade 11 and 12 students writing the test will 
also receive support.  
 
The school is offering an after school literacy program.  This will take place for two consecutive 
weeks starting December 2 from 3.10 pm to 4.40 pm. Registrations forms are available in the main 
office.  If you feel that your child would benefit from the extra help, please forward a completed 
and signed registration form to the office by November 22, 2019.  
 
Details are shared with families in the weekly Parent Bulletin and by email.  You are welcome to 
follow us on Instagram @AMHSliteracy and to check out our website ​rebrand.ly/osslt​.  You will 
need to access the site using your child's YRDSB login credentials.  
 
Math 
1) EQAO Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics 

http://rebrand.ly/osslt
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All students working towards to Grade 9 Academic and Applied Mathematics credits are required 
to participate in the EQAO Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics. The EQAO assessments will take 
place on January 15 and 16, 2020. Parents will be informed about the preparation and 
accommodation of the EQAO assessment. 
 
 
2) Math Hotspot (Extra Help for IB Math) 
Math Department will provide Math extra help for all IB and IB preparatory Math in room 187 
from 3:00pm to 4:00pm every Tuesday. All IB and Grade 9 and 10 preparatory Math students are 
welcome. 
 
3) Math Contests 
American Math Contests AMC-10B and AMC12-B (for Grade 11 & 12) and Waterloo Math Contests 
(for Grade 9 to Grade 11) will take place on February 5, 2020 and February 25, 2020 respectively. 
Registration will be from December 2 to 17, 2019 through School Cash Online.  
 
Semi-Formal:  
This year’s semi formal is on November 28th from 6 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Hazelton Manor. 
Currently there are 327 students attending Student Council’s City Lights.  Questions about 
semi-formal?  Please contact ​catherine.clarke@yrdsb.ca  
 
Special Education  
 
We are proud to have hosted 2 diversity workshops from FSWC. Students in our Community & 
Learning Strategies classes learned about Digital Hate and what Ingredients make a Hero. Thank 
you Canadian Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Centre for Holocaust Studies for making us aware of 
how we can affect change in our society.​ 
 
Post-Secondary Accessibility Services Field Trip On Friday, November 29 
 
Grade 12 graduating students with IEPs will be visiting Sheridan College and University of 
Toronto (UTM) – Mississauga Campus. They will attend seminars organized by the Financial Aid 
and Accessibility Services offices. They will be provided with crucial information regarding how to 
access services at ANY post-secondary institutions such as various accommodations, OSAP, 
scholarships and other services. They will also learn how to apply for funding to obtain a new 
psychological assessment required for post-secondary. The cost for the trip is $5.00, payable 
through SchoolCashOnline beginning on November 12. Registration will be on a first-come, 
first-served basis, and space is limited. 
 

mailto:catherine.clarke@yrdsb.ca


AMHS School Council
Survey Report 2019/2020



Survey Summary
• Designed by School Council 2018-2019

• Surveyed from Sept 18, 2019 to Oct 9, 2019

• 293 responses collected
❖44% from General program

❖31% from Arts programs

❖25% from IB, Pre-IB programs

➢37% from Grade 9

➢23% from Grade 10

➢25% from Grade 11

➢13% from Grade 12

• Average response time: 5 min

• Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-RCXMBG7Q7/
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Response by Programs

General Arts IB
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Response by Grades

Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 11 Gr. 12

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-RCXMBG7Q7/


Best Way To Communicate With Parents
• By Email: 87%

• Weekly School e-Bulletin: 11%

• On School Website: 2%

87

11 2

Communication

Email e-Bulletin Website



Popular School Events (for Students & Parents)
• Parent-Teacher night: 35%

• Student Performance (Arts/Music): 24%

• Guidance Presentation: 23%

• Student Sports Event: 10%

• School Council Event: 8%

35

24

23

10
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Popular School Events

Parent-Teacher Night Student Performance

Guidance Presentation Student Sports

School Council Event



Popular School Council Events (for Parents)
• Educational speaker or workshops: 43%

• Health and wellness participation: 23%

• Social and community building: 18%

• Fundraiser: 16%
43
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Popular School Council Events

Educational Health Community Fundraiser



School Council Event Timing
• Combined with school event: 71%

• Standalone: 29%

71

29

School Council Event Timing

Combine with School Event Standalone



Reason For Not Attending School Council Events
• Too busy: 39%

• Not aware of time: 22%

• Will attend: 13%

• Not interested: 12%

• Forgot: 10%

• Feel unwelcome/nervous: 4%

39

22

13

12
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Reason not attending School Council 

Events

Too busy Not aware Will attend

Not interested Forgot Awkward



Popular Fundraising Causes By School Council
• Technology enhancements: 29%

• School/library modernization: 26%

• Arts/Music activities: 22%

• Sports activities: 12%

• Parent education: 10%
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Popular Fundraising Causes

Technology Modernization

Arts/Music activities Sports activities

Parent education



Popular Fundraising Channels By School Council
• School Cash Online Donation: 20%
• Parent-Teacher nights food truck: 18%
• Community events (BBQ etc): 15%
• Individual Sales (plants, GiftCards etc): 14%
• Silent Auction: 12%
• Parents night out: 11%
• Health and Wellness events (Yoga, Taichi etc): 10%
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Popular Fundraising Channels

School Cash Online Parent-Teacher nights food truck

Community BBQ Sales

Silent auction Parents night out

Health events

• Hot lunch options for our kids just like the elementary school, especially given the bleak offerings in the school cafeteria and nearby buildings

• School to partner with Tim Horton for example and get discounted gift card for $8 and resale at $10 face value making a profit of $2 each card

• Create cookbook/meal plan with pictures of families or students and pages of paid local advertising or acknowledge donations? could be sold door to door or online

• Sports events

• Collecting clothes drive (Bags to Dollars) where the school collects used clothing and is paid $ for the weight of collection

• More music and art show activities so that more parents can be involved for the fundraising

• Weekly Bake/treat sale - created by students to sell to other students/staff

• Art sale - framed art created by students to sell at school events. Selling school jackets, hat, sweaters, etc, Movie nights on Fridays and popcorn for a small fee

• Electronics recycling typically gives good payoff for amount of effort

• invite professional people to give some presentations about their field, how they do it, what is it about, etc, and have people pay for tickets

• suggest to buy a few more microwaves for the students dining hall for both the teacher and students convenience.

• A walk, run, bike event in Richmond Hill

• car wash. traditional lemonade stand

• Student extracurricular trainings sponsored by resources provided by parents. Free to donate, or not by participants.



Volunteering  To School Council
• Participating with friends: 55%

• Organizing: 21%

• Publicity/Promoting: 10%

• Sharing a particular skill (Yoga, Taichi, etc): 5%

• Others: 5%

• Sponsoring event: 4%

55

21

10
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Volunteering to School Council

Participating with Friends Organizing

Publicity Sharing Skills

Others Sponsoring event

Allison Cruickshank : I was chair of school council for a few years at Red Maple and Fundraising Chair as well

Kwsampson: I do a lot of volunteer work for the Canadian Red Cross


