
PROTECTION
With such a small population left, the loss of each Amur leopard puts the species at greater risk
of extinction. WWF supports antipoaching work in all Amur leopard habitat in the Russian Far
East and in known leopard localities in northeast China. WWF implements programs to stop the
illegal trade in Amur leopard parts. Together with TRAFFIC, the world’s largest wildlife trade
monitoring network, we help governments enforce domestic and international trade restrictions
on Amur leopard products. Amur leopards are listed on CITES Appendix I, prohibiting all
commercial trade in the species.
 

WWF monitors Amur leopard populations and its habitat. Our camera traps have often yielded
amazing results, allowing the world to catch a glimpse the world’s rarest wild cat. We also work to
increase the population of leopard prey like roe deer, sika deer and wild boar including releasing
such deer into new reserves in China to provide founder animals to rebuild prey populations.
 

People usually think of leopards in the savannas of Africa but in the Russian Far East, a rare
subspecies has adapted to life in the temperate forests that make up the northern-most part of
the species’ range. Similar to other leopards, the Amur leopard can run at speeds of up to 37
miles per hour. This incredible animal has been reported to leap more than 19 feet horizontally
and up to 10 feet vertically.
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FACTS

WHY THEY MATTER
The Amur leopard is important ecologically, economically and culturally. Conservation of its
habitat benefits other species, including Amur tigers and prey species like deer. With the right
conservation efforts, we can bring them back and ensure long-term conservation of the region.

THREATS
The Amur leopard is poached largely for its beautiful, spotted fur. In 1999, an undercover
investigation team recovered a female and a male Amur leopard skin, which were being sold for
$500 and $1,000 respectively in the village of Barabash, not far from the Kedrovaya Pad reserve
in Russia. Agriculture and villages surround the forests where the leopards live. As a result the
forests are relatively accessible, making poaching a problem—not only for the leopards
themselves, but also for important prey species, such as roe deer, sika deer and hare, which are
hunted by the villagers both for food and cash.


