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From The Administrative Team 

Dear Muir Families, 
 
Term one Report Cards will go home on Wednesday, February 17th. Please take some time with 
your child to review their report card.  Read over the comment sections and highlight your child’s 
accomplishments for the term and discuss areas for improvement. This is also a great time to set 
some new goals for learning both academically and socially. 
 

The start of a new month brings a change in our school staff.  We welcome Mrs. Crowe, an 
experienced elementary teacher, who will be supporting a number of Primary & Junior 
classrooms for the rest of the school year.  Welcome! 
 

Kindergarten registration continues at the school for students born in 2012 wishing to attend JK 
in September.  We look forward to welcoming these new students and ask that you register as 
soon as possible.  Please call the office for further information about registration and our 
Welcome to Kindergarten orientation.   

 

We continue to need to remind parents to follow safe practices when dropping off or picking up 
your child(ren) from school. Unfortunately, many parents continue to put both their own child as 
well as other children in danger by ignoring these expectations. As a school, we are relying on  
everyone to follow the expectations above to keep our students safe. Thanks for your support 
and cooperation.  

 PLEASE obey the posted STOP/NO PARKING/ONE WAY signs in the parking lot and on Ford Wilson Blvd. 

 PLEASE plan the time to walk to and from school. Great exercise, and great for the environment!  

 PLEASE make use of our crossing guards at ALL times when crossing onto Ford Wilson Blvd. 

 PLEASE park on the peripheral streets (Dowson Loop, Cheryl Mews Blvd, Patti McCulloch Way, etc.) and, 

using the cross walk, walk your children onto/off of school property. 

 PLEASE use the bus to and from school if you are entitled.  

 PLEASE make use of our Kiss and Ride drop-off between 7:50-8:00. 

 PLEASE be patient, patient and more patient during all pick up and drop off times.  

 Please DO NOT put your child in danger by dropping your most precious persons in an unsafe place 
where they have to cross through traffic (bus loop/Kiss and Ride) where a serious injury may occur.  

 Please DO NOT Park in the Kiss and Ride between 7:50-8:00am & 2:20-2:245pm.  

 Please DO NOT stop in the inner parking lot before/during dismissal behind or beside parked cars and 
expect your child to cross through moving traffic to be picked up.  

 Please DO NOT park/drop off or pick up in the Bus Loop at any time.  

 Please DO NOT park in the lot to drop off or pick your child up at the start and end of the day. The 
parking spots are for staff only, unless you have an appointment in the school at those times.  

 Please DO NOT cause a potential life changing accident by disregarding these safety expectations.  
 

We look forward to a safe, engaging and productive second term! 
 

  Richard Erdmann   Monica Wand 
  Principal    Vice Principal 

 

York Region Mission:   
 

To advance student achievement and well-being through 
public education, which motivates learners, fosters inclusion, 
inspires innovation and builds community. 
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School Information 
HEAD LICE Monitoring 

As you may already be aware, our school is  
experiencing repeated cases of Pediculosis.   

Getting rid of Pediculosis is a very time-consuming, 
frustrating and potentially expensive process. It  
requires vigilance on the part of families and school 
staff. With the support of School Council, we will be 
undertaking school-wide monitoring in form of three 
yearly school-wide lice checks by an outside company 
specializing in Lice detection. This is an expensive  
undertaking. For this reason, we are requesting that 
each family contribute $5.00/child to cover the cost 
of these checks. Payment may be made through cash 
submitted to your child’s teacher or through School 
Cash Online.   
Thank you for sending in payment ASAP. 

Our first school wide check will occur on Thursday, 
March 24th for all students. 

 

LEARNING COMMONS  

OPEN @ A.M. RECESS  

Reminder that our Learning Commons is open for  
students to complete homework, check out our  
MakerSpace, use technology (for educational  
purposes), play a game, colouring etc. Five passes per 
class (grades 1-8) are available each day.  
We are looking for age appropriate puzzles, checker 
games and decks of cards. If you have any to donate, 
please contact or drop off at the main office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION  

CONTINUES  

Please contact the office for more information or to 
get the registration forms. Please register as soon as 
possible. For more information please visit the board 
website for Kindergarten. 

 
 

 

 

ADDITIONAL ELEMENTARY P.A. DAY 

As a result of provincial labour negotiations, a P.A. 

Day has been added for all York Region District 

School Board elementary schools on Friday, 

May 6, 2016. You can see the full updated school 

year calendar on YRDSB’s website.  

These additional P.A. Days are mandated by the 
Ministry of Education. On these dates, teachers & 
staff will be taking part in professional development 
on education priorities identified by the Ministry of 
Education.  

PROJECTED ENROLLMENT 
 

Are you moving before next September?  Is there 
someone in your neighbourhood with 4 year old  
children?  If so, please let us know! 
We are currently projecting our student enrolment 
for September 2016.  These projections help us hire 
sufficient staff.  Any information you can provide us 
know will help with next year’s preparations.  Call our 
office with any information: 905 895 9466. 
 

  Remember to Drive Safely!  

Student Safety  is Priority #1. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Kindergarten/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/calendar/Pages/default.aspx
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NATIONAL SWEATER DAY! 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH  

We will be turning down the heat (a few degrees) to 
support National Sweater Day! We encourage all  
students, staff & Muir families to turn down the heat 
and wear sweaters on Thursday, February 4th.  
National Sweater Day is a fun way to learn about the 
importance of saving energy and to inspire you to use 
less heat all winter. Heating accounts for 80% of  
residential energy use in Canada and is a significant 
source of emissions. If all Canadians lowered their 
thermostats by just 2 degrees Celsius this winter, it 
would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by about 4 
megatons – that’s equivalent to shutting down a 600 
mega watt coal-fired power station or taking nearly 
700,000 cars off the road! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter is still very much in the air with a mixed bag of cold temperatures, snow, ice, slush and grey days.  Using the Environment 

Canada Wind Chill Chart, we monitor real-time temperatures and wind speed to determine risk of frostbite and the amount of time 

students can be safely outside.   

 

With the goal to have students outside and active each day, we  make daily determinations on the need for indoor recess.   

 

We are also very conscious of the icy areas around the school playground, and act preventatively when the yard is extremely slippery 

in order to prevent injuries from occurring.   
 

We request that you continue to dress your child(ren) appropriately for the weather.  Students are to come to school ready 

for winter and prepared to be outdoors up to 40 minutes after lunch.  
 

T I P S  F O R  D R E S S I N G  F O R  W I N T E R  W A L K I N G  

 Keep hands and head covered to prevent heat loss 

 On really cold days wear a scarf over your face and mouth 

 Wear warm, waterproof boots 

 Wear a warm coat that deflects the wind 

 Woolen clothing helps to retain the heat 

 Wear clothing or carry knapsacks with reflective material –  

        it’s important to be seen 

 If possible, change wet clothes at school – tuck an extra pair of socks and mitts into knapsacks.   

 Below -25oC is considered too cold for walking so move your walk in-doors or select another day for outdoor activities or walk-

ing to school. 

 

(Tips were copied from www.saferoutestoschool.ca/winter-walk-day) 

 

 



 

 

All students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 are expected to go out for every recess unless the  
principal or vice-principal decides that weather conditions are so poor that it would be detrimental for 
them to be outdoors. Students must come to school ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors up to 
40 minutes after lunch. 
 

We always monitor the weather and, in extreme conditions (e.g. wind chill); we keep the students 
indoors or shorten the recess breaks. We often receive requests from parents asking us to keep 
their children indoors during recess times because they are not feeling well. Unfortunately, we do 
not have the staff or facilities to supervise students who are sick or still recovering from an illness.  
Students with heavy colds, etc., which are serious enough to prevent them from participating in 
physical education, recesses or other outdoor activities, should remain at home until their  
condition improves. This will benefit everyone.   
 
Please make sure that your children are dressed properly for our invigorating winter days. It is advisable for students 
to bring extra pants and socks. A change is often necessary due to the wet and cold weather of the winter months. 
Please be sure to label all articles of clothing. Boots, hats, mitts/gloves, scarves, and snow pants for the younger  
children will help make recess an enjoyable time. 
 
Exceptions are made on an individual basis for children who may need to remain indoors for an extended period of 
time because of a physical condition or recovery from a serious illness or accident. In such cases, a letter from the  
doctor is required. 
 





School Council - Join Us! 
Have you been to a  

school council meeting? 
Why not join us! 

 

Our next school council meeting is  
scheduled for  

Thursday, February 25, 2016 at 6:45 PM 
in the Learning Commons. 

 

A variety of topics are discussed during  
these meetings. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

School Council 

Students recently enjoyed our Professor Jamz and the Spin Machine School 
Dance-a-thon Kick-off Assembly.  Please consider pledging your child to reach their $10.00 goal.  

Watch for information and ‘pledgelopes’ to come home in an agenda or backpack near you! Visit Professor 
Jamz’s website to learn more, make online pledges and to request a song!  Remember the big celebration 

Dance-a-thon party is Tuesday, March 1st!  More details to come!   https://www.pledge.me/ 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Come and join us for our P.J. Movie Night!  
March 31st 6:00-8:00pm.  
Join us for a special movie night in our school gym.  
More details to follow! 

In School Council Fundraising News…. 

https://www.pledge.me/


Celebrations in our Community 

The above monthly in-

formation about  

Celebrations is taken 



Canadian Institute of Reading Recovery  
http://rrcanada.org 

http://rrcanada.org
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                           This edition was published on February 3, 2016. 

STAY CONNECTED!  Stay informed! 
 

 
 
 
 
We are proud of the variety of communication platforms we use to communicate information to our 
school community. Please take the time to ensure you are on our school’s email list for the weekly 
Wednesday File, subscribe to our blog or follow us on Twitter, check out our Facebook page and school 
website.  Our communication efforts are much more valuable when our community members take the 
time to stay connected and informed.   
 
In our efforts to reduce paper consumption and minimize environmental impact we will not providing hard 
copies of newsletter to all families.  You can access an electronic copy from our website or through our 
Wednesday File.  You may request a hard copy through the office if required. 
 
Thank you!  

http://alexandermuir.ps.yrdsb.ca/
mailto:susanhutterer@rogers.com
mailto:michelle.mackinnon@rogers.com
https://123alexmuir.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/alexmuirps
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alexander-Muir-Public-School/477225405660296.
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/alexandermuir.ps/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/alexandermuir.ps/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:alexander.muir.ps@yrdsb.ca
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alexander-Muir-Public-School/477225405660296.
https://mobile.twitter.com/alexmuirps
https://123alexmuir.wordpress.com/

