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From The Administrative Team 

Happy November!  
 
Fall is definitely upon us. Daylight Savings Time means darker afternoons so please use 
extra caution when walking and driving after school.  As we approach winter and the 
weather gets colder we ask that you send your children to school with the necessary 
clothing to go outdoors for recess. Outdoor recess is a wonderful opportunity for the 
children to engage in physical activity, social interactions with friends and to get some 
fresh air. Students should be dressed to enjoy recess, no matter what the weather 
brings!  
 
Our Lost & Found bin is already overflowing with clothing.  Please label all clothing and 
encourage your children to check the bin.  Watch for the L&F Boutique pop-up shop to 
make an appearance soon! 
 
The month of November is a month of remembrance. It is a time for us to remember 
and honour those who have protected our country and those who continue to do so at 
home and away. Our students will be participating in our annual Remembrance Day 
assembly on Wednesday, November 11, 2015 at 10:45 a.m. Please feel free to join us if 
you are available. All visitors are reminded to sign in at the office before heading to the 
gym.  
 
This month we welcome two new staff members to Alexander Muir and hope you will 
join us in making them feel welcome.  Ms. Donaldson is replacing Mrs. Cash who is on 
maternity leave.  Mrs. O’Neill is replacing Mrs. Preston who will be starting her 
maternity leave at the end of the week.    Our best wishes go to both Mrs. Cash and 
Mrs. Preston and their growing families.   
 
Finally, we remind you of the absolute importance of safety during morning arrival and 
afternoon departure.  Please slow down when driving through our kiss & ride/parking 
lot and follow the rules of the roads on our nearby streets.  Student safety is everyone’s 
responsibility. 
 
Have a great month! 
 
Mr. Richard Erdmann  Ms. Monica Wand 
Principal    Vice Principal 

York Region Mission:   
 

To advance student achievement and well-being through 
public education, which motivates learners, fosters inclusion, 
inspires innovation and builds community. 
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School Information 

**NEW** Bumped Head  
               Bracelets 
 

During a child’s day, accidents do happen.  We 
deal with a variety of injuries in the office on a 
daily basis, many of which are easily attended 
to with a bandaid or some ice.   
 
Of special concern are injuries to a child’s 
head and as a result we are piloting a Bumped 
Head Bracelet program to ‘silently’ alert 
adults in the building and parents/caregivers 
at home that the student has bumped their 
heads.  
 
Starting MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9th   
if your child has bumped their head: 
 

 they are sent to the office 
 Office/First Aider will assess the injury 
 if it’s a serious injury, a phone call will be 

made to parents  
 parents may decide to pick the student up  

 if the student is staying at school they will 
be given a yellow bracelet to wear for the 
rest of day 

 
The yellow bracelet will ‘silently’ alert other 
adults in the building that the child has 
bumped their head and to alert the office of 
any unusual behaviour or concussion  
symptoms that the student may be presenting 
with.  This will provide an added layer of mon-
itoring to protect and support students. 
 
If you have any questions about this new pilot  
project, please contact the office. 

School Photo Retakes 
November 12 
Please mark your calendar for Photo Retake 
Day!   

Students who were absent for 
our original photo day, are new 
students to the school, or  
students who had a problem 
with their original photographs 
may have their photo retaken 
the morning of November 12. 

 
Please note:  You must return the original proofs if 
you wish to have retakes.  Please include a note in 
your child’s agenda to notify your child’s teacher that 
your child wishes to have a retake. 
 
 

Healthy Schools Snack Program 
Donations Needed 
 
We are very fortunate to be able to offer healthy 
snacks to our students.  We aim to provide access to 
healthy snacks three times per week.  This includes 
fresh fruits and vegetables as well as snack size  
portions of cereal with raisins or dried cranberries.  
There is no cost to students.  The program is run by 
student volunteers and large portion of our Healthy 
Snack program relies on donations. 
 
You can help to maintain our healthy schools snack 
program by: 
 

 making a financial donation to help purchase 
healthy snacks 

 drop off a box of cereal (see pictures) or a sealed 
bag of raisins or DRIED cranberries 
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Bullying Awareness Week 
November 15-21, 2015 
 
It can be very frightening for any parent to have their child 
involved in bullying whether your child is the bully, victim 
or bystander.  An individual is being bullied or victimized 
when s/he is exposed, repeatedly and over time, to nega-
tive actions on the part of one or more other students. 

The vision behind Bullying Awareness Week: 

 Bullying Awareness Week is about working at pre-
venting bullying through education and awareness 

 Bullying Awareness Week is NOT about what others 
could or should be doing, but rather what WE can do! 

 Bullying is a community issue. Schools are a critically 
important part of the solution, but bullying should not 
be defined solely as a "school problem". 

 Addressing bullying is best done with a holistic, com-
munity approach because bullying is a community 
health and wellness issue. 

 Everyone can play a role in addressing bullying in their 
community. 

 Bullying also needs to be understood as a health issue. 
The impact of bullying on personal health and wellness 
can last a lifetime. This also financial implications for 
our society with lessened productivity, lost man-hours 
due to illness or personal days off work. 

 Bullying is a serious issue, at it's worst, bullying can kill. 
Regardless of the activities you choose to participate 
in at the local level, these are the key messages that 
every Bullying Awareness Week will focus on: 

 Bullying is wrong and harmful 

 Bullying is a relationship problem (Bullying cannot 
be addressed with "simple" solutions. Bullying re-
quires relationship strategies that encourage re-
spect and empathy for others) 

 Bullying is a community issue, we all need to play 
a part in addressing it (Get your community in-
volved with Bullying Awareness Week plans and 
activities) 

 Youth involvement and leadership is very im-
portant 

 Challenging and supporting potential bystanders 
or "silent majority" to not accept bullying  

 behaviour as normal 
Everyone has the right to be respected and the responsi-
bility to respect others, in person and online! 

http://www.bullyingawarenessweek.org/ 

 

About Cyberbullying 

Maybe you've heard it called drama, gossip, trolling or just 
plain hate. 

Whatever name it goes by, cyberbullying is serious. It    
really hurts the people who it targets, and affects every 
aspect of their lives. In some cases, it has even led to trag-
edy. Cyberbullying is happening to more and more teens 
every day. No one deserves it, and we can all do more to 
stop it. 

Simply put, cyberbullying happens when people use com-
puters, cellphones or other devices to embarrass,           
humiliate, torment, threaten or harass someone else.   
Children as young as age eight have done it, but it most 
commonly occurs among teenagers. 

Cyberbullying usually takes the form of continuous abuse 
over a period of time.  But whether it's the sharing of one 
humiliating photo or 1,000 hateful text messages,       
cyberbullying is toxic. It destroys the reputations,           
happiness, and feelings of self-worth of too many teens. 
It's so stressful, it can even affect the mental health of the 
person it's targeting. 

A big problem with cyberbullying is that because it's      
delivered through electronic devices, it can get to people 
anywhere and at anytime. Unlike face-to-face bullying, 
where the victim may at least be able to escape the    
physical situation, cyberbullying can reach them walking 
home from school, alone in their bedroom, or even on a 
family vacation. It can be hard to get away from it or ig-
nore it. 

And because it can spread so quickly, to such a huge audi-
ence, cyberbullying has already involved a great number of 
teens, whether as the victim, the person who is bullying, 
the silent observer, or as someone who participates from 
the sidelines and becomes part of the problem. 

http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/ 



https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/esleldprograms/esleldprograms.pdf 



Student safety requires everyone’s  
cooperation.  We continue to  
experience safety issues in our  
parking lot. PLEASE review this  
diagram and note the items below: 
 
KISS ‘N’ RIDE 
Refers to a space where you can 
drop off  or pick up your child.   
Drivers cannot get out of their car.  
This means that there is  
NO stopping or parking in this area. 
 
PARKING 
These designated areas are for 
those who wish to park/stop in  
order to walk their child into the 
school. 
 
TRAFFIC FLOW 
The purple arrows indicate the flow 
of traffic.  The parking lot is a ONE 
WAY loop.  Please be sure to follow 
the traffic flow and DO NOT STOP or 
PARK in these areas. 
 
The bus loop at the side of the 
school is for BUSES & EMERGENCY 
VEHICLES ONLY.   
DO NOT ENTER the bus loop to drop 
of your children. 
 
Thank you for helping to ensure the safety 
of all of our school community members! OVERNIGHT PARKING IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. 



 

 
All students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 are expected to go out for every recess unless the prin-
cipal or vice-principal decides that weather conditions are so poor that it would be detrimental for them 
to be outdoors. Students must come to school ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors up to 40 
minutes after lunch. 
 

We always monitor the weather and, in extreme conditions (e.g. wind chill); we keep the students 
indoors or shorten the recess breaks. We often receive requests from parents asking us to keep 
their children indoors during recess times because they are not feeling well. Unfortunately, we do 
not have the staff or facilities to supervise students who are sick or still recovering from an illness. 
Students with heavy colds, etc., which are serious enough to prevent them from participating in 
physical education, recesses or other outdoor activities, should remain at home until their  
condition improves. This will benefit everyone.   
 
Please make sure that your children are dressed properly for our invigorating winter days. It is advisable for students 
to bring extra pants and socks. A change is often necessary due to the wet and cold weather of the winter months. 
Please be sure to label all articles of clothing. Boots, hats, mitts/gloves, scarves, and snow pants for the younger  
children will help make recess an enjoyable time. 
 
Exceptions are made on an individual basis for children who may need to remain indoors for an extended period of 
time because of a physical condition or recovery from a serious illness or accident. In such cases, a letter from the 
doctor is required. 
 



It’s hard to believe that it’s the time of year to be thinking about snow!   
In order to be proactive, we are including this poster to  

review with your child(ren).   



School Council - Join Us! 
Have you been to a  

school council meeting? 
Why not join us! 

 

Our next school council meeting is  
scheduled for  

Thursday, Nov. 19 starting at 6:45 PM 
in our school library. 

 

A variety of topics are discussed during  
these meetings. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
 

***Special Presentation for November*** 
YRDSB Planning & Development Department 

Representatives from this department will be presenting information on the  
recent and upcoming development in our community and the potential impact 
on enrollment.  
 

PLEASE RSVP by November 18th using this link if you are intending to attend 
so we can ensure enough seating is available.  This meeting is for adults only. 

School Council 

 
A Message from your School Council Co-Chairs 
 

The School Council has some great things planned for this year to help raise funds 
to support our students and the advancement of their education and well being. We 
are just in the final stages of planning our first fundraiser which is scheduled to start 
early this month so stay tuned for some exciting news! 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for November 19, 2015 at 6:45 p.m. in the school 
library so plan to come out and join us.  
 
We will be looking for volunteers to help out with some of our events so if you can-
not attend the meetings you can always help out in other ways.  If you have older 
students in high school who are in need of volunteer hours this is a great way to get 
them and have fun in the process.  
     Michelle McLinden & Susan Hutterer 
     AMPS School Council Co-Chairs 

http://goo.gl/forms/YVI5lLSqUe


Celebrations in our Community 

The above monthly infor-

mation about  

Celebrations is taken from the 

YRDSB Holidays & Observanc-



For Your Information…. 
Reading books to children prepares for academic success. 

 

Here are just some of the many benefits of reading books to children: 

•Helps to develop the bond between the parent and the child. 

•Provides a shared family frame of reference 

•Helps a child to understand the purpose of the printed word. 

•Builds a child's vocabulary beyond what he is able to read for himself, and provides the background for a new 

reader to recognize new words he is decoding because he knows what they mean. 

•Helps a young child learn the connection between the written and printed word. 

•Entices a child into an exciting world of learning and entertainment 

•Helps a child absorb great amounts of information about the world and how it works, especially if parents lead 

children into discussing what is read. 

•Develops listening skills. 

•Gives the family an alternative to the media for entertainment. 

•Helps the child develop a taste for literature.  



http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/get-involved/remembrance-day 
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                           This edition was published on November 4th, 2015. 

STAY CONNECTED!  Stay informed! 
 

 
 
 
 
We are proud of the variety of communication platforms we use to communicate information to our 
school community. Please take the time to ensure you are on our school’s email list for the weekly 
Wednesday File, subscribe to our blog or follow us on Twitter, check out our Facebook page and school 
website.  Our communication efforts are much more valuable when our community members take the 
time to stay connected and informed.   
 
In our efforts to reduce paper consumption and minimize environmental impact we will not providing hard 
copies of newsletter to all families.  You can access an electronic copy from our website or through our 
Wednesday File.  You may request a hard copy through the office if required. 
 
Thank you!  

http://alexandermuir.ps.yrdsb.ca/
mailto:susanhutterer@rogers.com
mailto:michelle.mackinnon@rogers.com
https://123alexmuir.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/alexmuirps
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alexander-Muir-Public-School/477225405660296.
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/alexandermuir.ps/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/alexandermuir.ps/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:alexander.muir.ps@yrdsb.ca
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alexander-Muir-Public-School/477225405660296.
https://mobile.twitter.com/alexmuirps
https://123alexmuir.wordpress.com/

