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Principal’s Message 

Our Boxwood Touchstone 
At Boxwood, we are active participants in our own learning and we persevere to reach our goals.  We  

recognize our own success and the successes of those around us.  We are responsible for what we say  

and how we act.  We treat others the way we want to be treated.  We celebrate the diversity of our   

community.   

Dear Boxwood Families, 

This beginning of this year has been a very different one to say the least. Like the rest of the world, we have 

had to adjust to life in this new world. We have made sacrifices to keep us and our families safe, and this is 

what we are doing at Boxwood. A lesson that we have all learned thus far is that we need to be able to    

manage change and be able to adjust to new situations.  

We have had to manage a significant change in our enrollment due to parents opting for their children to 

move to online learning. This created staffing challenges as more teachers needed to move to the online learn-

ing model. This impacted schools in that we had to reorganize our classrooms. All of us, students, teachers, 

and school staff had to adjust to this. Fortunately, we meet this challenge and are getting settled in our new 

classes. 

We have also had to manage all the new safety protocols that have been put in place in the effort to keep us 

more safe. Teachers are wearing masks and face shields. Student desks are spread out and facing forward. 

Most students are wearing masks. Our caretakers are sanitizing high touch point areas frequently. We now 

have zones in which children play. Again, are meeting these challenges and implementing these new practices. 

One important way that you can help us is to consistently screen your child before they come to school. If 
your child is showing any symptoms, please keep them at home and take them to the doctor. It may be neces-

sary for them to get a Covid-19 test. Please see the screening protocol from the government that is in this 

newsletter. If students come to school and are demonstrating symptoms, we will call you for more infor-

mation. This may lead for the child to be placed in our isolation room (with supervision), and we will ask   

parents to pick up their child. When children are absent from school, we follow up with parents as to the  

reason they are absent and ask you the screening questions. Thank you for your cooperation to keep all of 

our students safe. 

My message here is that we can meet these challenges with our resiliency, our flexibility, our cooperation, and 

our commitment. therefore, I, along with the rest of our staff, are committed to making it as safe as possible.  

Thank you for your support,  

Mr. Prince. 

OCTOBER 2020 



Dear Families, 

 

On Wednesday, October 21st, you are invited to join us for our Meet the Teacher Night. Due to 

Health and Safety priorities, this year’s event is being held virtually (online).  Each family will be invited (via 

email) by their child’s teacher(s) to a Google Meet where they will have an opportunity to meet the 

teacher, hear about the upcoming year, take a peek into the school/ classroom, and have an introduction 

to the new Ministry Math Curriculum.   

 

The schedule for the evening is as follows: 

 Presentation #1: 7:00pm-7:40pm 

 Presentation #2: 7:50pm-8:30pm 

 

You will receive an email from your child’s teacher with information about how to join the virtual event. 

A stable internet connection is needed to join. 

 

Once you join the meeting, please follow the meeting guidelines below: 

 Please keep your audio on mute so all participants can hear  

 Please turn your camera off 

 

Please be aware that during the Meet the Teacher Night you must refrain from: 

 recording any aspect of a Google Meet (including pictures, voices or video) using internal or        

external recording devices; 

 taking photos or screenshots of anything other than when given explicit permission or direction 

by the teacher to do so (e.g. a visual used for instructional purposes that won’t be reposted later). 

 distributing/posting any recorded, copied or distributed materials in any way, including to all social 

media platforms; and 

 editing or manipulating materials in any way. 

 

Here are step-by-step instructions for logging into the Google Meet from a computer or chromebook. If 

you are using a mobile device, use the Google Meet guide for mobile devices. You will be using your 

child’s YRDSB Gapps login.  

 

We hope that you will be able to join us! 

 

Boxwood Public School Staff 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WlDLvZqHdguLT4u6a4WrvYXqsvlTe_6j_LHtZ8S1EXc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-Ewje3NJ5TgTXGRak_7567_HCVE2MCY7Qf4_JzX8klQ/edit?usp=sharing


Halloween @ Boxwood 
 

Due to health and safety concerns, we are awaiting  

direction from the board regarding Halloween. Please 

look out for an email from the school for more       

information about Halloween this year. 

 
 

Healthy School 
 

As a healthy school, we have to ensure that healthy food choices are offered or sold 

wherever food is available, such as catered lunches, fundraising, school milk program, 

school events, and  classroom celebrations.  This being said, students are not to bring 

food to school ( e.g., chocolates, candy…) to celebrate events (e.g., Halloween, Valen-

tine’s Day, birthdays).  Usually, we allow parents to provide other types of gifts (e.g., pen-

cils,   erasers) to celebrate their child’s birthday at school.  Unfortunately, this year, due 

to health concerns we are not allowing students to bring gifts from home to give out to 

their classmates. Hopefully, we will be in a position in 

which we can resume this practice soon. 

 

Thank you for supporting our healthy school. 
  
 

  

School Council Meeting 
 

Recently, I sent out an email informing our community that we are going to have a 

school council meeting on Thursday, October 22nd. The meeting will begin at 

7:00pm. This year because of Covid-19 we will have this meeting virtually on Google 

Meet. The key focus of this meeting is to elect for the positions this year (e.g., Chair, 

Treasurer, Secretary) and to determine our meeting dates. I will also provide an update 

for our school. If you would like to attend this meeting, please R.S.V.P. your attendance 

using this link. For those that reply, I will forward a link so you can access the meeting. 

https://forms.gle/fVf9mv9mvPCZVcVN6


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yesterday, the Ontario government released a revised COVID-19 Screening  Tool for Chil-

dren in  Schools and Child Care.  There are some important changes outlined in the new 

screening tool, and we encourage families to review it. Please note there will be a transition 

period as we implement this new tool and York Region Public Health updates their           

resources, such as the self-assessment poster we ask families to review each     

morning. 
 

The new screening tool now includes two sets of questions regarding symptoms. As outlined 

by the government: 

 

The first set of questions asks about symptoms including a fever, cough, shortness of breath, 

or decrease or loss of smell or taste. Students with any of these symptoms will still be advised 

to stay home until they are able to consult with a health care provider and receive an alterna-

tive diagnosis or a negative COVID-19 test. 

 

The second set of questions asks about other symptoms that are commonly associated with 

other illnesses, such as a runny nose or headache: 

 

 Students with only one of these symptoms will be advised to stay home for 24 hours, 

after which they can return to school or child care if their   symptoms are improving. 

 

 Students with two or more of these symptoms will be advised to stay home until they 

are able to consult with a health care provider and receive an alternative diagnosis or a 

negative COVID-19 test. 

 

In addition, based on the latest public health guidance the symptom list for children in school 

and child care no longer includes abdominal pain or conjunctivitis  (pink eye). 

 

On a daily basis, parents/guardians of students under 18 and students over 18 are responsible 

to review and adhere to the screening tool. Please review the new changes. Students who 

have been off prior to this tool and are waiting for test results must continue to self-isolate 

until they receive a negative test  result.  Thank you for partnering with us to keep our stu-

dents, staff members and families safe and healthy, and thank you for your patience as we im-

plement this new  process. 

 

Please see the following pages for more information... 

NEWS FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/school-reopening/Documents/COVID-19-ScreeningTool.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/school-reopening/Documents/COVID-19-ScreeningTool.pdf












CONCUSSIONS  
 

Recognizing the serious effects that concussions can have on student learning, 

achievement and well-being, we are committed to working with parents/

guardians and community partners to provide appropriate support to prevent 

and minimize the risk of concussions.  

 

Please inform the school if your child has a concussion or is experiencing symptoms of a con-

cussion. You will be contacted by school staff if your child has a suspected concussion. 
 

 

HEAD LICE (PEDICULOSIS)  
 

Head lice or pediculosis is common in school-aged children. It is not a communicable 

disease and does not cause illness. All families can help to decrease head lice in our 

school communities by performing regular head checks of your children and treat-

ing the head lice if found. Checking for lice takes patience, diligence and plenty of time.  

 

When head lice are identified at school, parents/guardians are contacted so a recommended 

treatment can start right away. It is recommended that you always be sensitive to a child’s 

feelings around this topic. Head lice can happen to anyone regardless of socioeconomic    

factors or level of personal cleanliness. 
 

 

SCENT SENSITIVITIES  
 

Many people have allergic reactions or sensitivities to scented products 
like perfumes, deodorants and other fragrances. All staff, students, and 

visitors are asked to refrain from or minimize the use of scented prod-

ucts.

 

ALLERGIES  
 

We have a number of students and staff in our schools that have life-

threatening allergies. If some of these people are exposed to an allergen, they 

may go into anaphylactic shock – a potentially life-threatening condition.   

Medication must be administered by injection within minutes to those        

individuals to keep them safe. You can help us keep our students safe by not 
giving your child any food that  includes nuts, including Nutella. 

 

Please help us ensure the health and safety of all of our students:  

 

 Let the school know immediately if your child has a life-threatening allergy or medical 

condition and complete the appropriate forms.  

 

 Ensure your child carries their epinephrine auto-injector medication, if needed.  

 

 I will inform the parent community if there is a particular life-threatening allergy      

(e.g. nuts, eggs, dairy) at the school. Our staff follow recommended procedures for 

avoiding anaphylactic reactions to ensure the school environment is a safe and inclusive 

place for students with food allergies. 



 

PIANO LESSONS 

 
The Hutt Family is still offering the lowest cost piano lessons during 

this pandemic. We hope to return our lessons back to after school, right 

here! But until then, we are holding our lessons online or in-person. Be-

ginner lessons are only $10.50/week! Our lessons are focused on 

building a strong foundation through ear training, sight reading, and music 

writing. 

 

Feel free to call: (905)513-0346, email: lessons@howmars.com or visit:                   

Howmars.com* for more in-depth information. 

 

*add your email to our email list to know when we’re returning to this school! 

 

See you soon!  

Mr. Hutt, Ms. Lukie, Professor M. Hutt, Ms. E. Hutt, Mr. P. Hutt, Ms. M. Hutt 

 

 

Throughout the year, schools have PA Days (Professional Activity Days). These 

days provide staff the opportunity to engage in professional learning (e.g., math), 

work on our School Improvement Plan (SIP), work on assessments (i.e., report 

cards), receive specific training (e.g., lockdown, anaphylaxis), or engage in parent 

teacher interviews. The dates for our PA Days this school year are as follows: 

 

 November 13th 

 January 15th 

 February 1st  

 May 31st 

 

mailto:lessons@howmars.com












Dates to Remember 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

12 

 

NO SCHOOL 
 

HAPPY  

THANKSGIVING  

13 14 15 

 

16 

19 20 21 

Virtual Meet the 

Teacher Night 

22 

Virtual School 

Council     

Meeting 

(7:00pm) 

23 

26 

 
 

27 28 29 30 

 

2 

 
 

3 4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

9 10 11 
 

12 

Virtual Parent-

Teacher  

Interviews 

(Evening) 

13 

P.A. Day (No 

School)  

Virtual Parent-

Teacher  

Interviews  

 

Upcoming Dates: 
 

Report Cards Go Home-Nov. 19-20th 

Boxwood 2019-2020 Graduation-Nov. 18th 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2020 


