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Principal’s Message
Dear Charles Howitt Families,
September has flown by and we cannot believe it is already the beginning of October.
This fall our school continues to have COVID-19 Protocols in place. Students have done
an incredible job adapting to the Health and Safety Protocols. Reminders of mask wearing, proper hand hygiene, keeping hands off during recess and lunch, and the importance
of social distancing have been ongoing and we truly appreciate you reinforcing these messages at home. We would like to thank staff, parents and students for all of their patience
and cooperation to make the return to school as safe and enjoyable as possible.
As everyone settles into new routines and learning, we are sharing some of the ways
your child’s educators will be supporting mental health and well-being.
Responding to the global pandemic has brought many changes, challenges, and new learning for all of us. We understand that mental health is vital. In this effort, YRDSB has developed and will be implementing a series of lessons for students in Kindergarten to
Grade 12 that will be delivered by teachers before the end of September in elementary
schools and by October 15 ,2021 in secondary schools. The lessons focus upon and support student mental health, well-being and learning. While teachers will provide information and activities through the lessons, they will not provide counseling. The lessons
were developed by a multidisciplinary team, including YRDSB Mental Health professionals. If students require the support of the YRDSB mental health professionals, this support will be available to you and your child. Lessons will be delivered by teachers within a
30-40 minute time frame depending on the grade level. The lessons include activities and
information that focus on the ABC’s of Mental Health:

October 11, 2021
Thanksgiving Day
Schools are closed

October 15, 2021
Teachers will be
having a Hybrid
Professional
Learning Day.

It will be an
asynchronous
learning day for
students.
No face to face
school on this day



Acknowledging feelings and life experiences over the pandemic and how these
affect our mental health as individuals and as communities.



Bridge (or link) to personal and community assets and strengths as a way to
build mental health and wellness.



Connection with our community and with those around us who can help
support mental health and well-being.

School administrators and educators received support in the content and delivery of the
lessons. We know they are looking forward to sharing the learning and to get to know
your child better as we explore these lessons.

continued on page 2
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Principal’s message continued
We recognize the important role that families hold in the development and support of your child’s well-being. The following resources may help you support your child and their learning at school.
How to Talk With Your Child When you Feel Concerned They may be Struggling With a Mental Health Problem
This resource offers parents and families helpful tips and suggestions to help support conversations with your child about
their mental health.
Tips for Parents and Families to Support Their Child’s Wellness as they Return to School
This resource provides some helpful wellness tips parents and families can try at home in preparation for a healthy return
to school.
YRDSB Student Mental Health Supports
This page provides an overview of some of the YRDSB mental health supports available, family mental health newsletters,
and partnerships with community mental health agencies.
Please let us know how we can better support your child’s mental health and well-being. Feel free to contact your child’s
teacher.
Liz Lue-Kim, Principal

Reminder: Forks and spoons are not
provided by the school. Please remember
to pack them in your children’s lunches.
Also, children should bring a water bottle to
school each day. Drinking fountains are not
in use at this time due to Covid-19
Protocols. Water bottles can be refilled at
the water filling station.

National Day of Truth and Reconciliation
On Thursday , Sept. 30, students and staff at Charles
Howitt wore orange to recognize and honour those
who experienced and were affected by the Residential
School System in Canada. Orange Shirt Day was
established in 2013 and recognizes the legacy of the
Residential Schools System for First Nations, Métis
and Inuit families and communities.

Reminder to Parents: Re: School Start-up Forms
Dear families,
At the start of each school year, schools share with families a package of information about the school, the Guide to
the School Year booklet, and some forms you need to complete. As a result of the pandemic and with a number of
families participating in remote, online learning, we are inviting families to complete these important forms online.
Please complete and submit these online School Start-Up Forms. It is important that these forms are completed at the start of the school year. There are both mandatory and optional forms.
Families with more than one child will receive more than one invitation to this form. Please complete a separate
form for each child attending our schools.
The forms should be completed for all students, whether they are attending school in person or participating in remote, online learning. Your child’s school will access the information.
If you prefer to complete the forms on paper or have questions about the information in the forms, please contact
your home school.
These forms will be available in multiple languages in the coming weeks.
IMPORTANT: You MUST be logged into your child's YRDSB GAPPS account to complete the form
below.
Parents/guardians can visit https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/ and follow the instructions to complete the forms.
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Social Media Message for Families
At our school, we recognize that some students may have social media accounts (e.g., Instagram, TikTok). Social media has many benefits including helping us to stay connected. Unfortunately, it also can be used in ways
that spread hurt, misinformation, and dangerous trends. While we have engaged in lessons about online safety,
we suggest that families support this learning and have ongoing discussions about social media presence and
how to act online. To help support these discussions we encourage families to look at Media Smarts Social Media Tip Sheet and Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada 12 Quick Privacy Tips for Parents.

TikTok Challenge
We have become aware of a challenge on TikTok that encourages students to do certain activities at school
which includes damaging school property, physical assault, sexual assault, among others. None of these activities are acceptable in our school.
Activities that happen online and social media trends may have a negative impact on our school climate. As
each student and staff member has the right to learn in a safe, positive, respectful and inclusive environment,
we will address all incidents that have a negative impact on our school. This will include the administration
using progressive discipline and depending on the situation, may also include involving police.

Terry Fox Run
On Wed. September 29th, staff and students at
Charles Howitt took part in our annual Terry
Fox Run. Classes went out at their scheduled
time and walked/ran for Terry. Students stayed
on school property for this event.
Thank you to our families who
made donations through school
cash. We appreciate your support
of the Terry Fox Foundation.

Library News
Students are invited to check out our library website
at https://chpslibrary.weebly.com/ . There are links
for reading online, games, research links, math help/
games, Math Problem of the Month etc.
Mrs. Bryson, Teacher/Librarian

Safety at Drop Off and Pick Up-The Parking Lot and Bus Loop
As you are all aware, the streets and parking lots around our school are a very busy place during pick
up and drop off times. That being said, we must ask that parents utilize
street parking for pick up and drop off of students at the beginning and
the end of the day. The school parking lots have limited spaces which need to be
reserved for school personnel. As well, many students travel through this area and
the volume of traffic in these areas create a hazard for them. Please do not park in
the Kiss n Ride as this also create a dangerous situation for students.
Please also be respectful of our neighbours and refrain from parking in or blocking
their driveways.
Thank you for your support in this matter.
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Meet the Staff Evening
Dear Families,
On Wednesday, October 13th you are invited to join us for our Meet the Staff evening. Due to
Health and Safety priorities, this year’s event is being held virtually (online). Each family will be
invited (via email) by their child’s teacher(s) to a Google Meet where they will have an opportunity
to meet the teacher, hear about the upcoming year and to take a peek into the school/classroom.
The schedule for the evening is as follows:
Session 1 6:30-6:55pm
Session 2 7:00-7:25 pm
You will receive an email from your child’s teacher with information about how to join the virtual
event. A stable internet connection is needed to join.
Once you join the meeting, please follow the meeting guidelines below:



Please keep your audio on mute so all participants can hear
Please turn your camera off

Please be aware that during the Meet the Staff Evening you must refrain from:






recording any aspect of a the meeting (including pictures, voices or video) using internal or
external recording devices
taking photos or screenshots of anything other than when given explicit permission or direction by the teacher to do so (e.g. a visual used for instructional purposes that won’t be reposted later).
distributing/posting any recorded, copied or distributed materials in any way, including to all
social media platforms; and
editing or manipulating materials in any way.

Here are step-by-step instructions for logging into the Google Meet from a computer or chromebook. If you are using a mobile device, use the Google Meet guide for mobile devices. You will be
using your child’s YRDSB Gapps login.
We hope that you will be able to join us!
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Are you interested in the
International Baccalaureate Programme?

X

Information Evening on Thursday, October 14, 2021
What Is The International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme?
The International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme is student-centred with a focus
on developing intellectual, personal, emotional and social skills for students
who live, learn and work in a rapidly changing world.

Who Can Apply To The IB Programme?
Students who started Grade 8 in September 2021 are invited to apply for the IB Programme.

How Do I Find My Area YRDSB IB School?
Students can find their area IB School on the
YRDSB School Locator: www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/find-my-school

What Will I Learn At The October 14th Informatlon Evening?
Students and their families interested in YRDSB’s IB Programme are invited to
attend a virtual information session hosted by area IB schools to learn about the
Programme and application process. Admission to the IB Programme includes an
assessment with your area IB School. The virtual information session will be
available on the school website starting at 6:00 p.m.
For more information visit www.yrdsb.ca/IB

PARENT NOTICE
Update on community vaccination clinics for students eligible for
Hepatitis B, Human Papillomavirus (HPV) and Meningococcal
vaccination
October 4, 2021
Due to York Region Public Health’s continued COVID-19 response, non-essential Public
Health service such as school-based vaccination clinics for students continue to be on hold
until further notice.
Starting in November, York Region Public Health will be providing community vaccination
clinics for all eligible Grade 7 students who will miss their doses of vaccines usually offered in
their school. In addition, all eligible grade 8 and 9 students who missed any doses of these
vaccines due to school closures and the pandemic response will also be able to attend a
community vaccination clinic to receive their Hepatitis B, Human Papillomavirus (HPV) and
Meningococcal vaccines.
Vaccination Clinics
Grade 7, 8 and 9 Student Community
Vaccination Clinics

Clinic Information
Starting in November 2021 - All eligible
students will be able to receive any missed
doses of Hepatitis B, HPV and Meningococcal
vaccines
More information will be sent home with
students soon about vaccination
appointment dates/times and locations.

On September 28, 2021, the National Advisory Committee on Immunizations (NACI) has
announced that any vaccine may now be given at the same time, or before/following, a
COVID-19 vaccine.
•
•

Clinic information is available at york.ca/immunizations > School Immunization Clinics
COVID-19 information is available at york.ca/covid19

PUBLIC HEALTH
york.ca/immunizations
1-877-464-9675

