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Williams’ Tell Weekly — Parent Edition

Week of: October 12 - October 16, 2020
Trait of the Month: Inclusiveness

The mission of The Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School is to develop literate students who are innovative, well-rounded lifelong learners and critical
thinkers. We aim to foster caring global citizens who maintain inclusive and respectful interactions with others.

Email: dr.g.w.williams.ss@yrdsb.ca

School Website: http://drgwwilliams.ss.yrdsb.ca/

The Week at a Glance

Oct. 12 Thanksgiving Holiday
Oct. 13 Cohort A Face to Face, Period 4
Even numbered classrooms 10:45 dismissal

Oct. 14 Cohort B Face to Face, Period 4
Odd numbered classrooms 10:45 dismissal

Oct. 15 Cohort A Face to Face, Period 4
Odd numbered classrooms 10:45 dismissal

Oct. 16 Cohort B Face to Face, Period 4
Even numbered classrooms 10:45 dismissal

Upcoming:
Oct. 19 Cohort A Face to Face, Period 4
Even numbered classrooms 10:45 dismissal
School Council Meeting 7:00 pm — 8:30 pm
Oct. 20 Cohort B Face to Face, Period 4
Odd numbered classrooms 10:45 dismissal
Oct. 21 Cohort A Face to Face, Period 4
Odd numbered classrooms 10:45 dismissal
Oct. 22 Cohort B Face to Face, Period 4
Even numbered classrooms 10:45 dismissal
IB Information Evening 7:00 pm — 9:00 pm
Oct. 23 Cohort A Face to Face, Period 4

Even numbered classrooms 10:45 dismissal

Message from the Principal

Today we reviewed physical distancing guidelines during our announcements for the Cohort B students that were in the building for classes.
We would ask that families who are picking their kids up at 11 am consider how finding a rendezvous point off property would allow students to
keep moving once they are dismissed and not gather in front of the school. Our students overall are doing a great job and are leaving their
masks on while waiting, however, it is a challenge for them to keep their distance which is such an important safety component to the spread of
COVID-19. We have been fortunate that our efforts have been successful in keeping COVID-19 out of our building thus far and would like to
reinforce that these small measures can continue to support everyone’s safety.

Please enjoy a wonderful long weekend and Thanksgiving celebrations. Keep in mind the reminder just sent by public health to continue to
support our efforts through our choices over this long weekend.

Melissa Schmidt

Notices

School Start-Up Forms

The School Start-Up Guide has been shared with all students and is available on our school website under School Info, Policies and
Procedures, the YRDSB Guide to the School Year booklet was also sent home at the beginning of the school year. When these materials are
sent home each year there are also some forms that need to be completed. As a result of the pandemic and with a number of families
participating in remote, online learning, we are asking families to complete these important forms online.

Families should have already received an invitation to this form for each child they have registered in YRDSB. Please complete a separate
form for each child attending our schools.

The forms are to be completed for all students, whether they are attending school in person or participating in remote, online learning. We will
access this information online to support all students.

If you prefer to complete the forms on paper, have not received your individualized link to the forms (secondary students should check their
GAPPS account) or have questions about the information in the forms, please contact us.

Interim Reports & Teacher Interviews
Interim report cards will be distributed to students on October 20 for all of their courses. The board is developing a process for virtual
interviews to take place after the distribution of the interim reports and details will be communicated as soon as we have more information.

Yearbook
Due to COVID delays 2019-2020 yearbooks will be delivered to the school the week of October 12th. Information on pick up will be
communicated to students and families once we have received the yearbooks.

Guidance
Need to speak with a Guidance Counsellor? Book at time with your guidance counsellor to use the QR code posted in front of the guidance
office or visit bit.ly/GWGAppt

Night School
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http://drgwwilliams.ss.yrdsb.ca/
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Looking to complete credits outside of day school? YRDSB Fall Night School (remote learning) and Night School e-Learning registration is now
open. Check out the following pages for registration information and course offerings:

NIGHT SCHOOL (Remote learning) http://www.yrdsh.ca/Programs/ConEd/Pages/Night-School-Credit-Courses.aspx

NIGHT SCHOOL E-LEARNING
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/e-learning/programs/Pages/Night%20School%20e-Learning.aspx

English as a Second Language (ESL); Language Instruction for New Comers (LINC); and Literacy and Basic Skills (LBS) Classes

YRDSB offers Adult English as a Second Language (ESL) programs for those who want to develop effective language skills in speaking,
listening, reading, and writing for daily life in Canada. We also offer specialized classes in Citizenship and Conversation.

Adult Classes offered

Adult ESL Program Registration — In person and online options available! .

~““  In Person and Pnline

1. Email or call 905-731-9557 with the following information:
e your first and last name
e your telephone number ;
e CLARS identification number (those without a CLARS number will re Bassaliiniela s

Classes

an assessment, please contact us for further assistance). L e e g
B B ; L. A A A Improve your Employability Skills,
2. Our office will contact you if additional documentation is required. andior Upgrade your Academic Skill
- . Register Now!!!
3. Visitors to Canada may also register and attend for a fee of $10 per day, per class. For more information
call 905-731-9557
For an assessment or to register, please call: 905-731-9557 emal uplands @yrsb.ca

If you are interested in improving your digital skills, want to work on your resume or interview skills, or prepare to take your GED exam, our
Literacy and Basic Skills (LBS) program is for you!

Literacy and Basic Skill Assessment — In person and online options available!

1. Email or call 905-731-9557 Ext. 307 with the following information:
e your first and last name
e your telephone number
e tell us that you are “interested in the LBS program”

NOTE: Due to the high volume of inquires, it may take a few days to receive a reply communication from our office. We appreciate
your patience.

Thank you for your interest in our programs. We look forward to serving you.

"Social Distancing Club shirts"

Description: With no in-person clubs, teams or functions this year what better than a cub we can all belong to?! The GW Williams Social
Distancing Club shirts are ready to be ordered! Sizes range from small to XXX-Large and come in a huge variety of colours.

Orders can be placed until October 20th order your today!

Photo of the shirt attached.

DR.G.W. WILLIAMS
SOCIAL DISTANCING
CLUB

DR.G.W. WILLIAMS
SOCIAL DISTANCING
CLUB

School Calendar for 2020-2021

The Ministry of Education has approved the school calendar for 2020-2021. For Williams, some important dates and holidays are:
Thanksgiving — Monday October 12, 2020

Winter Break — Monday December 21, 2020 January 1, 2021

Family Day — Monday, February 15, 2021

March Break — Monday, March 15, 2021 to Friday March 19, 2021

Good Friday — Friday, April 2, 2021

Easter Monday — Monday, April 5, 2021

Victoria Day — Monday, May 24, 2021

PA Days for Williams (but not necessarily for elementary schools in our area) are:
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Friday November 13, 2020
Monday February 15, 2021
Friday May 7, 2021
Tuesday June 29, 2021

School Council Meetings for 2020-2021

Monday October 19, 2020
Monday November 16, 2020
Monday January 18, 2021
Tuesday March 23, 2021
Monday May 17, 2021



