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Inside this Month’s
Dr. Roberta Bondar Public School
Newsletter
Click each of the following to access the timely and thought-provoking
information contained within this newsletter:
• School Council News
• School Bus Cancellations
• Inclement Weather
• French at Home
• Bondar Spirit
• Library Corner

Important Dates
at DRBPS

December
1 Stephen Lewis Secondary
School Grade 8 Course Selection
Presentation (1-2:30 PM)
8 Scientists in School - Davis
Grade 3 (am)
11 Scientists in School - Shuffman/
Brett Grade 3 (am)
11 Scientists in School - Garner
Grade 3 (pm)
18 Character Assembly:
Gr. 4 to 8 - 8:35 am;
JK to Grade 3 - 9:10 am
18 Pajama Day
19 Bondar Day - Red/White/Black
20 Crazy Hair Day
21 Hero Day
22 Spirit Day - Wear your favourite
holiday hat or toque
22 Staff/ Student Volleyball Game
Dec 25 Winter Break
to Jan 5

Upcoming Dates
at DRBPS: January
8 School Open - Classes Begin
22 Arts Performance Gr. 1-6
‘Ecological Show’
22 BORC - Stamkos & Shufman
Grade 2s - all day
23 BORC-Szpirglas & Purewal
Grade 2s - all day

Winter Break

All YRDSB schools will
be closed from Monday
December 25, 2017 to
Friday January 5, 2018.
Classes begin on Monday,
January 8, 2018.
We wish you and your
family a Happy and Safe
Holiday! Best of health and
happiness for 2018!
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School Council News

Hello Bondar Families!
December is here and as we get ready for another winter, School
Council wants to announce that we have set a date for our 3rd
Annual Fun Fair! This year, our fun fair will be held on
Thursday, June 7th, 2018, from 5pm-8pm, at the school.
For all the families that attended last year, you can look forward
to even more fun, food, and activities for the kids! School
Council members have already been hard at work with plans and
preparations for the Fun Fair. Look out for more details in the
coming months!
We are asking our Bondar community if they have anything
they are able to donate as a prize for the raffle.   Last year, we
had lots and lots of amazing prizes that were donated by our
local community such as gift cards for restaurants and services,
tickets to sporting events, and our grand prize WestJet tickets.
The raffle was a major fundraising initiative for our school which
led to school council being able to buy school agendas for all
students in September, new technology items such as laptops for
the students, the new score clock in the gym, musical instruments
for the band, and arts performances for the entire school. If you

are able to donate anything towards the fun fair raffle through
yourself or a donation through a local business, please contact us
at bondarrocketsschoolcouncil@gmail.com.
Pizza and Sub lunches continue to go well. All ordering is
available through School Cash Online only. Please make sure to
place your January orders from December 1st-10th online.
We thank all the parents and student volunteers who have come
during lunch every week to help distribute pizza and subs. If you
will be able to help out from January onwards, even once, please
contact us and we can add you to our schedule. We need help on
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 11:30am-12:30pm. Without
your help, we would not be able to do our lunch programs!
School Council wants to hear from you! Our next meeting will
be on Monday, February 5th, at 6:30PM, in the school library.
As always, if you have any questions, please contact us at
bondarrocketsschoolcouncil@gmail.com
Have a great Winter Break!
Bondar Rockets School Council
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In Orbit

School Bus Cancellation Notice
To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be
cancelled due to inclement weather, extreme temperatures and/
or poor road conditions. In these cases, parents and students
should develop alternate care/transportation arrangements.
Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough
consultation with the Safety Officers of school bus companies
servicing York Region and are based on several factors including
precipitation, air temperature, road conditions and weather
forecast.
Please note the following;
•
•

•
•
•

A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide
meaning all school buses, vans and taxis will not operate.
School bus routes may be cancelled when severe
weather may not be affecting all municipalities
in York Region. Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate
many regional educational programs. Students attending
these programs are transported over large attendance areas
encompassing several municipal boundaries. This limits
the ability to cancel bus service using a municipality or zone
methodology.
When bus service is cancelled all school tests and/or
examinations will be cancelled and rescheduled.
Student trips involving the use of school buses will also be
cancelled.
Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and
parents can make arrangements to transport their children
to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled.
If buses are cancelled in the morning, they will

not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students
transported to school by parents will require the
same transportation home.
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the
following radio and television stations after 6:00 a.m. to receive
bus cancellation information:
RADIO
590 AM
1540 AM
94.9 FM
101.1 FM

640 AM
1580 AM
95.9 FM
102.1 FM

680 AM
88.5 FM
97.3 FM
104.5 FM

860 AM
89.9 FM
98.1 FM
100.7 FM

1010 AM
92.5 FM
99.1 FM
105.9 FM

1050 AM
93.1 FM
99.9 FM
107.1 FM

TELEVISION
CITY TV

CTV Barrie

CTV Toronto

CP24

GLOBAL NEWS

A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.
schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001, or by following
@YRDSB and @YCDSB on twitter.
When Buses are cancelled in YRDSB; there are
●
No lunch services arrangements or  special lunches
●
No Special events or Field trips
●
You will need to pack a lunch from home for your
child.
Please Note: Dress for the weather: bus cancellation does not
mean automatic indoor recesses or early entry into the school.
WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO FOLLOW US ON
TWITTER @DrRBondarPS FOR REGULAR INFORMATION.
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Inclement Weather
Morning Entry
At times, it becomes necessary for students to come in from
either the rain or extremely cold weather. Dr. Roberta Bondar PS
begins daily supervision at 8:00 a.m. If it is raining or extremely
cold, we will call for indoor supervision.
When it is indoor supervision all students will enter the school
through their usual doors. Each door will be supervised by a staff
member, who will direct students to their supervised location
inside. Portable students come into the gym and wait until the
8:15 a.m. bell to proceed to their classroom.
Kindergarten entry remains the same on inclement weather or
indoor entry days. Students proceed directly to the class, as they
do every other morning.
To maintain safety, it is absolutely imperative that parents and
other adults do not enter the hallways. We thank you in advance
for your cooperation!

Dressing for Cold Weather/Bring Indoor
Shoes
All our students will be expected to be outside before, during and
after school in all weather conditions (i.e., rain or shine, snow or
heat). Students need to come to school dressed to play outside
during recesses.   Boots (for rain or snow), rain jackets, hats,
mitts, scarves and snow pants will help make recess an enjoyable
time. It is advisable for children to keep extra pants and socks
at school in case they get wet. To avoid adding to our clothing
collection in the Lost and Found Bin, please be sure to label all
articles of clothing.
To help students have dry feet and to keep our school clean, all
students should have a pair of indoor shoes at school. These can
be kept in above students’ hooks or in their lockers.

December 22 is Spirit Day at Dr.
Roberta Bondar, wear your favourite
holiday hat or toque.
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Remembrance Day
During the Remembrance Day Assembly, Dr. Roberta Bondar
students remembered the sacrifices that were made for their
freedom. Through readings, song, drama, and tableaux,
students learned: that war can move to peace, that people need
to treat their freedom with respect and that they need to stand
up for the rights and freedoms of all people. We are so proud
of our students who displayed respectful behaviour during this
assembly. Many classes produced beautiful art work and after
the assembly many students wrote messages of peace on the 1st
floor white board.

Character Trait
for December:
Perseverance
Perseverance is a very important character trait for you to be
successful in life. It means determination at working hard
regardless of any odds or obstacles that may exist. It means
not giving up, even when it is hard. Persevering through
something builds character. When a person reach his/her
goal after the hard work, they feel confident and empowered.
In life we will not always have things going our way all the
time, sometimes we will falter or fail at completing a task or
getting what we want. However, by persevering and sticking
to the task we will eventually overcome and be successful.
How can parents help teach their children to persevere:
1. Encourage their child to try new things and to stick with
it. Practice and struggling with new concepts takes them
out of their comfort zone. Time and effort shows the
results of character.
2. Adjust the challenge or level of perseverance to suit the
child. Build on their skills and help them push to the
next level within their range.
3. Share personal experiences of how they persevere
through life and give strategies and explain how they
overcame obstacles.
4. Be present when they fail or struggle. Provide support,
but do not take over and solve the difficulty for the child.
Guide and help them problem solve through the situation
5. Recognize effort and perseverance before the
achievement. This shows them that often setbacks and
difficulties happen in the process of reaching a goal.
Ideas taken from:
https://www.theodysseyonline.com/importanceperseverance
http://www.parenttoolkit.com/social-and-emotionaldevelopment/news/resilience-and-perserverance/
perseverance-and-grit-can-be-taught
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Comment pratiquer le Français chez toi…
How to practice French at Home…
ÉCOUTER
Practice Listening. Listening to
a language, even when you don’t
understand, helps to train your ears
and your brain to the sounds of the
language.
• Tune in to Ici Radio-Canada at
90.3 on your radio to hear news and music in French
• Watch your favourite movie in French. Netflix, and most
DVDs include a language option. Change the language to
French; turn on the subtitles and voila!
• Listen to French musicians -Etienne and Greg LeRock
are amazing musicians from Québec who make music for
students learning French.

•
•

PARLER
Practice Speaking. Repetition
is one of the keys to learning a
new language. You will remember
words in French that you repeat
and hear over and over again.
• Teach your family the new
vocabulary you learn each day in
French class, teaching is one of
the best ways to learn.
Talk to your friends in French, the more you practice
outside of class, the quicker you will improve.
Teach your pet commands and tricks in French. My dog
knows “Viens ici!” (Come here), “Assis-toi” (Sit) and “Levetoi” (Stand up).

LIRE
Practice Reading. The more up read,
the faster your vocabulary will grow!
• Read the French translations on
commercial products like food,
shampoo bottles, or instructional
manuals. In Ontario we are surrounded
by French in our everyday lives, take
the time to notice!
• Check your local library or
bookstore for French books that interest you. Look for books
with familiar words and pictures to help you understand.
EN-LIGNE
Practice online. The internet is full of
useful resources for language learning.
Here are a couple to get you started.
•
http://www.fslhomeworktoolbox.
ca is a great FSL resource for parents and
students

•
•

http://mmeduckworth.blogspot.ca is a blog created by a
French teacher in Toronto, it’s full of awesome websites for
practicing French.
http://www.french-games.net/ is a fun website with tons of
games on a wide variety of French topics.

LES APPS GRATUITS
Free Apps on Itunes or Play store.
• Duolingo is an awesome free
app for developing vocabulary
in French
• Busuu is another fantastic free
app for developing vocabulary
and improving oral skills
• Lela is a great app for practicing
masculine and feminine in
French
• Translate is a google app that is
a great substitute for a French/
English dictionary.
Remember, everyone CAN speak French. You may speak French
and not even know it! For example, you are speaking French
when…
• You shout encore at a concert, you want the artist to play
again
• You have a déjà-vu it feels like you have already seen
something.
• You ask guests to RSVP it means Respondez S’il Vous
Plait which is Respond Please
The more ways you practice French, the faster your vocabulary
and fluency will improve. Remember, even if you don’t understand
everything you are hearing or reading, your mind is still picking
up on the language patterns and sounds.
We hope some of these suggestions will be useful to you in your
language-learning journey. We are looking forward to speaking
lots of French with you this year. Bonne Chance!

The Core French Team,
Mr. Greenstein
Mme. Oziel
Mme. Freestone
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French Immersion Information and Registrations
There will be a FI information
session on January 18, 2018 at Dr.
Roberta Bondar P.S.
Please visit YRDSB’s website
(http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/
fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx)
to find the FI program location for
your elementary school location.
Registration will take place from
January 19 to February 9, 2018.
YRDSB’s FI Accommodation Plan provides long-term
consistency and equity of access to all students in York Region
and will enable YRDSB to continue to offer the FI program to all
who wish to enrol. The FI program will be offered in Dual Track

or Single Track settings, in a variety of configurations. In order
to meet community needs and optimize available space in our
schools, a community's Grade 1-8 FI program may be provided
over more than one school during the course of a student's FI
education. This will allow flexibility in addressing community
needs and the opportunity to use existing space in schools. More
information is available on the Board’s website: www.yrdsb.ca.
Please note: Some of the FI accommodation plans will require
facility modifications or the development of new schools and will
require short-term transition plans that might include overflow
while we work toward the long-term vision. Overflow refers to
situations in which the Board directs students to attend a school
other than their community school or optional program for a
specific period of time, as defined in Policy #108.

Show your spirit!!!
Take part in Dr. Roberta
Bondar’s Spirit Days!

Attention Grade 4s & 5s Families! Apply for a Snow Pass!
Ski and snowboard at each Ski area 3 times for only $29.95
Do you like to ski and snowboard? The Canadian Ski Council’s
SnowPass™ lets you ski and snowboard three times at EACH
participating ski area for $29.95. That’s a lot of skiing and
snowboarding right across Canada!
To receive your SnowPass, fill out the application on Ski
Canada’s website
https://www.skicanada.org/grade-4-5-snowpass/

• Monday December 18 – Pajama
Day
• Tuesday December 19 – Bondar
Day – Red/White/Black
• Wednesday December 20 – Crazy
Hair Day
• Thursday December 21 – Hero Day
• Friday December 22 – Favourite
Holiday Hat or Toque

8

Bondar Spirit!
School Athletics
Intermediate Boys Volleyball

Intermediate Girls’ Volleyball

On Tuesday November 14th the Boys Intermediate Volleyball
team participated in the Area tournament at Carnegie. It was a
busy day with a lot of great competition. The boys played hard
and worked together as a team. We just missed out on a chance
to go to the Area Finals as we placed 3rd. Congratulations on a
great season. Your school and coaches are very proud of your
hard work and dedication. Thank you to Mr. Yoon, Mr. Gabriele
and Ms. Murdoch for coaching.

The intermediate girls volleyball team has been practicing since
September. They had a few practice games and tournaments
before their area finals in November 21st. The girls showed
tremendous growth and sportsmanship through out the whole
season. They placed third in the area finals. Great work by Lanya,
Fatemah, Fiona, Elizabeth, meesha, Lucy, Mikah, Debbie, Mekha,
Victoria, Mercy and Lyndzy. Thank you to coaches Belanger and
Freestone for their support.

SAVE THE DATE!
When: Wednesday, February 21, 2018
Where: Hershey’s Centre
Time: 7:00 p.m.
What: Our OUTSTANDING INTERMEDIATE Band will be playing both the American and
Canadian National Anthems to kick off the Raptors 905 game.
More information will be provided in the New Year regarding ordering tickets….so stay tuned
to an amazing opportunity to show school spirit and enjoy a Raptors 905 Basketball game!
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Library Corner

Thank you to all the families who came out to the Scholastics
Book Fair in November. We had a great turn out! It was so
great to see so many families during our Family Night event at
the book fair!
The Scholastic Book Fair would not be possible without the
help of many people. Thank you to Library Crew for putting
up posters and stapling flyers.  Thank you to Ms. Garner’s class
who wrote announcements as part of their Media Literacy class.
Thank you to parent volunteers, volunteers, teachers, staff, office
staff and caretaking who supported the book fair.  I look forward
to sharing many of the details from the Scholastic Book Fair in
January’s newsletter.

Overdue Notices
With the month of December come the overdue notices from
the Library. Overdue notices are for books that were signed out
over 2 weeks ago (or a month ago!), and should be back in the
Library. Students are more than welcome to sign out books and
read during the December break In December, please return
your overdue books to the Library. Remember, other students
are waiting to read the book you have signed out. Thank you for
your assistance getting overdue books back to the Library.

Book Fair Winner
Thank you to all the families who supported the Scholastics Book
Fair in November. During the book fair, we held a draw for
Families who came to visit the Book Fair during Parent/Teacher
interviews. Congratulations to Erica in Ms. Balche’s class. Erica
wins $25.00 in books and congratulations to Ms. Balche who
wins $25.00 in books.

Sign Up For Battle of the Books
Sign up for Battle of the Books will begin in December. We want
to get books into the hands of Battle Members over the December
holidays. If your child is in Grades 4-6 and is interested in
participating in the Battle of the Books, have them sign up for
Battle of the Books. Most of the books are available at the DRBPS
Library now! Students are more than welcome to sign out books
over the December holiday.
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Hanukkah
You and your family are invited to the annual City of Vaughan
Menorah Lighting Ceremony on Dec. 27 at the Garnet A.
Williams Community Centre in Thornhill.
Free leisure skating sessions sponsored by Tim Hortons and
Coun. Alan Shefman will kick things off at 1 p.m., followed by
the menorah lighting in honour of Hanukkah.
Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua and council members will be on
hand for an official welcome to the afternoon’s festivities,
which also include festive music, holiday treats, familyfriendly activities and much more until 5 p.m.
For those interested, a community consultation will be held
during the afternoon event in regards to concepts that are
being considered for the revitalization of the Garnet Williams
Centre, according to Shefman.
As Hanukkah is being recognized during the last week of
December, the event’s venue change is due to the weeklong
holiday closure of Vaughan City Hall.
Shefman anticipates an active, busy and large crowd for this
year’s lighting ceremony and looks forward to sharing the
celebration with town staff and residents.
The GAWCC is located at 501 Clark Ave., Thornhill. This event
is free of charge.
For more information, visit www.vaughan.ca
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