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April 2018
From the Administrative Team
April is here and we are seeing the wonderful signs of spring! As the days are
warming up, students are beginning to wear rain boots and spring jackets. Just
a reminder that students need to dress appropriately for the changing weather
patterns, as we see sun, rain and hail at this time of year.
It was a busy month in March, as we kicked off with the Pink t-shirt day and our antibullying campaign. Before the March Break, the Staff Wellness team organized the
whole school into teams where each division participated in a variety of activities
as a way for both the staff and students to get to know each other better. It was also
a month with a few Spirit Days – like Wacky Hair Day and Capes for Kids. We have
also had a busy group of grade 7s who have been organizing the baking and selling
of cupcakes to raise money for Me to We to help support students gain access to
education in other countries and to support students at DRB.
As a staff, we are continuing on our math journey to explore how to build
mathematical thinking of students through rich problems and tasks, using a
resource entitled 5 Practices for Orchestrating Productive Math Discussions. The
Intermediate team is also learning how to use vertical charts to help students
express their thinking when solving problems in small groups. In April and May,
staff will be working in small professional groups, to gain practical experience in
different classrooms, as they work together with students through various math
tasks.
April will also be another great month at Bondar. We will be focusing on the character
trait of Honesty. Autism awareness will also begin on April 3rd when we raise the
flag and learn more about autism through activities and videos in our classrooms.
Our desire is to become more inclusive at our school and through knowledge help
everyone to be sensitive to the variety of learners that attend DRB. We also look
forward to the Self Defense Workshop on Thursday, April 19 at 6:30 pm. It will be
a great time for our community to come together for physical activity and to focus
on our health.
Save the date: Amazing Race Math Night Part Three is coming on Thursday,
May 10th. Get ready for another amazing night of puzzles, challenges, games and
problem solving as presented on the actual television show,“The Amazing Race”.
We know this evening is a Bondar favourite.
Thank you to everyone who has helped to make our drop off in the morning safer.
We are seeing a number of people walking to school; we are seeing people smiling
in the morning and in general a much calmer atmosphere. We hope this will
continue in the remaining months of the school year.
Wendy Howes
Principal

CONTACT
dr.roberta.bondar.ps@yrdsb.ca

Ruth Walker-Rosewood
Vice Principal

FOLLOW
@DrRBondarPS
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Inside this Month’s
Dr. Roberta Bondar Public School
Newsletter
Click each of the following to access the timely and thought-provoking
information contained within this newsletter:
• Self-Defence Workshop
• In Orbit
• Bondar Spirit
• Library Corner

April
M a r c h Easter Weekend - No School on
30
- Friday and Monday
April 2
3 Raise the Flag - Autism Awareness
Month
5 Music Alive @ Cosmos - Junior/
Intermediate Choir am
6 Passover - Diamond Day
9 School Council Meeting
6:30 - 7:45 pm.
10 Leslie McCurdy - The Spirit of Harriet
Tubman 1:00 pm Gr. 7-8
11 Junior Achievement Program Grade 8s

12
13
18
19
23

24

26
27
30

Junior Boys and Girls Basketball
game @ Anne Frank 3:30 - 6 pm.
Battle of the Books - competition @
Doncrest P.S. @ 3 pm.
Vaisakhi - Diamond Day
Junior Boys Basketball Area
Tournament @ Bondar - after school
Self Defense Night - Sponsored by
School Council 6:30 pm.
Arts Performance - 9:00 am
Gr 5 - 8
“From Handel to HipHop”
Grade 4 - Trip to Casa Loma
Junior Girls Area Basketball
Tournament @ Bondar
Jump Rope for Heart KIck Off
Assembly
Grade 3 Pioneer Village Field Trip
Character assembly 8:35 4-8, 9:10K-3

Light it Up Blue @ Dr. Roberta
Bondar P.S!!
April 2nd, 2018 marks the 10th anniversary of the very first World Autism Awareness
Day. In 2007 this date was declared by the United Nations General Assembly, in
order to bring the world’s attention to Autism, a spectrum disorder that affects tens
of millions globally. On October 23, 2012, a World Autism Awareness Day bill was

passed by members of the House of Commons in Canada which officially recognizes
April 2nd as World Autism Awareness Day in Canada. World Autism Awareness Day
goes one step further to celebrate the unique talents of those with autism, while
putting a tremendous focus on the warm embrace and welcome that these skills
deserve through community events around the globe.
At Dr. Roberta Bondar, we will be celebrating World Autism Awareness Day on
Tuesday, April 3, 2018. You can get involved by wearing BLUE on this day in support
of understanding and acceptance for people with autism. In addition, every Tuesday
in April we will be wearing BLUE to maintain our support throughout the entire
month!
A number of resources are available to support and celebrate World Autism
Awareness Day. Autism Ontario has a website dedicated, and if you wish to find out
more information, please visit http://www.raisetheflagforautism.com/
We thank you in advance for your support and enthusiasm in supporting us here at
D.R.B.P.S to increase awareness and impact change by becoming more inclusive and
by accepting of our differences.
Let’s #LIGHTITUPBLUE

Upcoming Dates
at DRBPS: May
11 Track and Field Day at School
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School Council News
Happy Spring!
Our next school council meeting is on Monday, April 9th, from 6:30 7:30 p.m., in the school library. We look forward to seeing lots of new
faces! Our meetings are quite informative and provide parents with
lots of insight on what’s happening in the school and with the kids.
It’s a great way to get informed and involved!
Our first ever Self Defence Workshop courtesy of Northern Karate
School in Maple is on Thursday, April 19th, from 6:30pm-7:30pm. It
is a FREE event for Bondar Families. Registration will be available on
School Cash Online in April. It is a limited-space event so make sure
to sign up right away!
School Council is happy to announce that the 3rd Annual Fun Fair will
be held on Thursday, June 7, 2018, from 5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. Bouncy
castles, food trucks, raffle draws, and vendor tables are just a few of
the things that you will get to enjoy this year at the fair!
We are looking for parents and Bondar family members to help out
in many ways to make this fair even bigger and better than last year.
We are looking for the following:
• volunteers to manage a shift at various tables during the fair

•

(welcome table, snack table, Raffle table, etc)
prize donations for the raffle draw (gift cards, prizes, baskets,
vouchers for services, etc). If you own a business, please consider
donating a prize for the raffle draw. It’s a great way to advertise
your business and support the school!

Pizza and sub lunches continue monthly and ordering for May will
be available on SchoolCashOnline only from April 1–10. Please make
sure to get your orders in and make sure you get a receipt to confirm
your order has gone through. We are always looking for volunteers to
help out at lunch for an hour on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please
email us if you can help out, even once!
If you are able to help in any way, please contact us at:
bondarrocketsschoolcouncil@gmail.com
As always, a thank you to all the parents that have been volunteering
and helping out with lunches and school council activities. Without
your help, we wouldn’t be able to bring these activities to the school
for our kids!
Bondar Rockets School Council
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Interested in becoming a School Assistant?
School assistants provide supervision inside while the students are
eating their lunch in the classrooms, and outside on the playground
while the children are at play. This is a paid position ($14.00 per hour
+ 4% vacation pay), requiring one hour of work per day. Our lunch
hour is 11:55 a.m.–12:55 p.m. daily. Requirements include a volunteer
screening by the York Region Police and a statement of good health
from your family doctor. If you are interested in this position, or
know someone who would be, please contact the school office at
905.417.8046 or via e-mail at dr.roberta.bondar.ps@yrdsb.ca.

EQAO Dates
Each year students in Grades 3 and 6 will participate in the EQAO
testing for Literacy and Mathematics. This information is used to
help support students in achieving their best. This year if your child is
in these grades, EQOA will take place between May 22nd to June 1st.

Save the Day - Bondar’s 3rd Annual Amazing
Race Math Night Thursday, May 10th
Please join us for the Annual Amazing Race Night at Bondar. It will be
an exciting night of games, puzzles and activities that are designed
to keep your family and friends to travel through a variety of math
experiences!

Save the day for Welcome to Kindergarten
Night - Thursday, May 24
If your child is starting Junior Kindergarten in September 2018,
please save this evening. More information will follow in May.

Are You Planning on Moving?
In planning for next year’s classes, it is most helpful to know if your child or children will be attending another school in September 2018 (high
school not included). If your child(ren) will not be returning, please complete and return to your child’s teacher. If your child currently attends
Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. and you have moved out of the school’s attendance area, please contact Mrs. Taylor at the school office. Mrs. Taylor will
advise you on how to make arrangements for your child’s September placement at their new school.

"
Student Name: _____________________________________________ will not be returning to Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. in September 2018.
Next School: _______________________________________________
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In Orbit
Police Chief for the Day - Grade
5 Contest - Anika Agnihotri
Anika had the opportunity to represent DRB as a finalist in the Police
Chief for the Day Grade 5 Contest. Public School students had the
opportunity to write an essay and explain what they would do to
help the community if they were “Police Chief for the Day”. Anika
made Bondar and her family very proud with her enthusiasm and
excellent public speaking. As a result, she was the runner up.
Here are her thoughts on the experience:
On March 6th 2018, I was given the opportunity to represent Dr. Roberta
Bondar Public School in a speech and writing competition at the York
Regional Police headquarters. It was an incredible opportunity for many
like me, who share a love for writing and public speaking. I learned a lot
over the course of the competition, and had loads of memorable fun making this an amazing experience! Alongside my awesome principle,
extraordinary teacher, and very supportive family, I am proud to be a
finalist for this competition, and to represent my school at a regional
level.
To celebrate, Anika will be Police Chief for the day at Bondar. Well
done Anika!!!

Wear Your Favourite Cape Day Capes for Kids
On Thursday, March 8th, 2018 the staff and students of Dr. Roberta
Bondar participated in the Second Annual Capes for Kids fundraiser.
The fundraiser was in support of Holland Bloorview Children’s
Rehabilitiation Hospital, Canada’s largest rehabilitation hospital.
Funds raised will go towards helping children with disabilities
communicate through speech therapy and devices, physical
mobility through prosthetics, build self-esteem through music and
art therapy as well as families to receive support through respite
and peer support. The generosity of Dr. Roberta Bondar Families
was greatly appreciated by those in need. The total sum raised was
$800.00. Thanks to all for your participation and generous support.
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Wellness Activity Day
On Wednesday, March 7th, all students were divided into different
teams within their divisions (Primary, Junior and Intermediate) to
participate in a variety of team building activities with different
teacher leaders. Our goal was for students to have fun and meet
other students from different grades and to work together to help
build community spirit. The pictures speak for themselves on the
success of the day. Thank you to Ms. Belanger, Ms. Voskakis and Ms.
Walker-Rosewood for your planning and organizing.
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Bondar Spirit!
Our Intermediate girls basketball team had an exceptional year! After
several tune up games the girls went on to the divisional tournament
hosted at our school. Our Rockets won all of their round robin games,
which allowed them to meet a very talented Nellie McLung team in
the division finals. The girls played tenacious defense and moved
the ball extremely well on the offensive side, while capitalizing on
their opportunities. After a tough game, Bondar came out victorious,
winning their division and moving on the final four night classic, for
an opportunity to represent the West in the Regionals.
Unfortunately the girls lost the first game, but played our rivals from
Herbert Carnegie for third and fourth place in the consolation. The

game was exciting from the tip off, however our Rockets found
themselves down by 5 points with a minute left. With a full court
press and more importantly maintaining a Growth Mindset, the girls
caused two turnovers and sinking two baskets cutting Carnegie’s
lead to only one. After a timeout and with 5 seconds left the girls
caused another turnover, which fell into the hands of Lanya, who
kept her composure and sunk the basket at the buzzer for a Bondar
victory and an overall third place finish in the West. You all made
your coaches, school and community enormously proud on your
outstanding season. Way to go girls!!! Go Rockets!!!!
Mr. Dais and Ms. Belanger
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Wacky Hair Day

Staff vs Students Basketball
Once again the staff played the students in an exciting basketball
game before the March Break. Both sides played well and
showed their best shots. Thanks to all who participated and
gave us a great way to show school spirit!!
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Library Corner
Battle of the Books!

The Library is a buzz of activity with Battle of the Books preparations
going on in the Library! There were over 30 students in Grade 4, 5 &
6 who signed up the reading program. Thank you to all the students
who signed up! It is great to see so many students enthusiastic about
reading!
Fourteen students have been selected to be on 2 DRBPS school
teams. These students attended weekly meetings, read books on

the reading list and demonstrated knowledge of plot, characters and
facts from books read. Congratulations to the following students;
Sophie, Naitra, Colin, Samuel (Grade 6), Romi, Anika A, Anika T,
Parnika, Shelly, Sarah (Grade 5) Brandon, Mica, Hannah and Emma
(Grade 4). We are now practicing Tuesday and Thursday’s at lunch
practicing battle questions! The teams will attend the Battle of the
Books competition at Doncrest Public School on Tuesday, April 12th.
We wish our school teams good luck!
A special thank you to Fiona and Nayyab in Grade 7 who are coaching
the junior students. Thank you to Mrs. Tobin, Ms. Del Priore and Mrs.
Lonsway for writing practice questions and coaching our teams.

The Blue Spruce Reading
Program
The Blue Spruce Reading programs is well underway at the DRBPS
Library! What a terrific selection of Canadian authors our Primary
division has been reading! Students will have read 10 picture books
and look forward to voting for our favourite author beginning in
April. Stay tuned to find out who was the most favourite author and
who Canada voted for!!!!!!!!!!
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Vaughan Community Health Centre’s

SUMMER CAMP
Monday—Friday Time: 9:00am - 3:30pm
Ages 6-8: July 9 - July 20, 2018
Ages 9-12: July 30- August 10, 2018

The Summer Camp program is designed to provide children with an opportunity to develop new
friendships, gain new experiences, learn basic life skills, and have fun.
*Please note that VCHC’s Summer Camp program is not an accredited camp and is facilitated by VCHC’s
Community Health Workers.*
*Priority will be given to participants who have not previously attended the VCHC’s Summer Camp . *
* Registration Packages will be available no later than April 5th .*

Eligibility Criteria and Registration Requirements


Child must live in York Region and be between ages 6-12.

Child's household income must be $70,000 or less (based on a family of 4).
 Parents' Notice of Assessment is required with registration package. If you do not have
your Notice of Assessment for the most recent year, please speak with Stacey.


A commitment of 2 weeks in attendance is required.
 The fee for the summer camp program is $30.00 per session/per child. Fees are to be paid
in full before the child starts the session.
 If you are interested in having your child participate in this program, please call Stacey at
(905) 303-8490 Ext. 151.


Funding su
ort
provided bypp
:

9401 Jane Street | Vaughan. ON | L6A 4H7 | www.vaughanhealthcarechc.com
This flyer is available in an alternative format. Please let us know if you need any specific accommodations.
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Maple High School’s School Council would like to invite you to our

FREE Community Involvement EVENT

MIND, BODY, AND SOUL
Inspiring Health & Wellness in Our Neighbourhood
th

On Wednesday, March 28 2018, from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm
At Maple High School, 50 Springside Road, Maple ON
L6ASPEAKER
2W5
GUEST
Hayden Bendavid, Teacher Liaison supporting Anti-Bullying and Marginalized
Communities, from Inclusive Schools and Community Services
This discussion will focus on the stages, symptoms, strategies and resources to support your child with mild to severe anxiety.
The discussion will also cover the topic of resiliency and how promoting resiliency leads to better mental health.

Over 20 booths of health practitioners,
educators and vendors participating















Family Services York Region
Learning Disability @ York Region
Life & Family Counseling
Nature Source
Heart & Stroke Foundation
Karamella Designs - Jewellery
Massage Experts Vaughan
My Tutor Doctor
Nature Source
The Right Weigh
Smith’s Pharmacy
York Region Paramedics & Fire Dept.
York Region Addiction Services

…. and many more

ENJOY HEALTHY FOOD
A light dinner buffet will
be served compliments of
our Family Studies
students & staff.
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2 FREE
Parent Workshops
at RDPS
“Children do not need us to
shape them; they need us to
respond to who they are…”
(Naomi Aldort)

Presenter: Colleen Kamps, MA, CYC (cert.)
Workshop #1 – April 5th
Workshop #2 – April 19th

New Date

ey

Parents are welcome to attend one or both workshops as different topics will be addressed.

Location: Roméo Dallaire PS – in the Gym
550 Peter Rupert Drive, Maple
Time:

7:00 pm - 8:15 pm

HOME-SCHOOL-LIFE BALANCE
Children experiencing high levels of stress, anxiety, depression, sleep and
eating struggles often find it difficult to cope with these challenges and the
demands of home, school, and life. This 2-part workshop series is aimed at
providing caregivers with pertinent information about these difficulties and
learning how to build resilience. At these workshops you will:
 Gain an understanding of the impact of these difficulties and what to
look for.
 Feel more confident in supporting a child in managing these struggles.
 Learn some strategies on how to encourage and support a child’s
resilience.

Learning resources & strategies will be provided…
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