Dr.Roberta Bondar
Public School
401 Grand Trunk Ave Vaughan, Ontario L6A 0T4
T: 905.417.8046 F: 905.417.8492

February 2018
From the Administrative Team
As we head into February we mark the halfway point of the 2017-2018 school year.
Term one report cards will be coming home on Thursday, February 15. This is an
excellent time to review with your child their learning skills and to set goals for Term
2. Communication between home and school is important to student success, both
in terms of their mental wellness and academic success. Should parents/guardians
have any questions about their children’s progress, please do not hesitate to contact
your child’s teacher. Staying informed and knowing how to support your child is the
key to overall success.
We are beginning to plan for September 2018 and are already in the process of
planning for the 2018–2019 school year. As the winter and spring months continue,
we will be monitoring our enrollment to ensure that our numbers are current and
accurate. If you are moving and/or your child will not be attending Dr. Roberta
Bondar next year, please contact the office and let us know. We appreciate your
support.
We would like to remind all parents who drop off children that it is very important
to arrive at school on time each day. Supervision begins at 8:00 a.m. As we are
well into winter, please also remember to have your children dress for the weather.
Students will go outside for recess, unless is it exceptionally cold and/or the
conditions are unsafe.

Wendy Howes
Principal

CONTACT
dr.roberta.bondar.ps@yrdsb.ca

Ruth Walker-Rosewood
Vice Principal

FOLLOW
@DrRBondarPS
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Important Dates
at DRBPS

Inside this Month’s
Dr. Roberta Bondar Public School
Newsletter
Click each of the following to access the timely and thought-provoking
information contained within this newsletter:
• Self-Defence Workshop
• Message From The Trustee
• Character Trait Focus: Initiative
• Pickup / Dropoff Procedures
• In Orbit
• Bondar Spirit
• Library Corner

French Immersion Registration:
Guaranteed registration for French Immersion at Dr. Roberta Bondar will continue
until Friday, February 9th. Please request your SK child’s index card so that you
can register by this date. For more information please check our website.

February
1 Grade 8 Course Selection forms are
due to their teachers
2 P.A. Day - NO SCHOOL
5 Arts Performance: Theatre-Leslie
McCurdy - Grades 6 to 8 - 9:00 am
5 School Council Meeting 6:30 - 7:45
pm.
7 Winter Walk Day
8 Arts Performance: Dufflebag
Theatre - K-3 - 1:00 pm
9 Arts Performance: The Evolution of
B-Boying - Gr. 4-6 - 9:30 am
9 Last Day to Register for French
Immersion Guaranteed spot at Dr.
Roberta Bondar
15 Term 1 Report Cards go home
15 Self Defence Night - sponsored by
School Council
16 Spirit Day - Wear your Pajamas
19 Family Day - No School
21 905 Raptor Game - Hershey Centre
- 7 pm. Intermediate Band Playing
Tickets required
26 Character assembly
8:35 4-8
9:10-K-3
28 Grade 5s to Community Safety
Village

Upcoming Dates
at DRBPS: February
2 PA Day

Spirit Day - Friday
February 16
Wear Your Pajamas

Candygrams - Happy Valentine’s Day
Our grade eight students are fundraising for their graduation!For Valentine’s
Day, we are selling candy-grams for $0.25 each. They are available for sale from
January 26th to February 9th during morning recess. You may purchase a candy
gram for your child, his/her friend, or sibling in another class. The candy grams
will be delivered to each recipient's class on Valentine's Day.
If your child/children is interested in purchasing a candy-gram, please send your
child with the correct amount of money needed. Thank you for all the support
that went into this fundraiser.
Regards,
The Grade Eight Team
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Message From Our Trustee
With report cards coming home, this is a good time of year to review your child’s progress and to set goals for the rest of the school
year.
As trustees, our goals are set out in the Board Multi-Year Plan. In the coming months, trustees will be reviewing and updating this
plan. This process will include opportunities for public input, and trustees will be out in the communities talking about this. More
information will be shared about this in the spring.
Developing and reviewing the Multi-Year Plan is just one of our responsibilities as publicly elected officials. Trustee responsibilities
also include hiring the Director of Education, setting Board policies and the annual budget, and communicating with the public.
This is a good time to learn more about the role of trustees with the next municipal election taking place later this year on October
22, 2018. York Region District School Board has 12 trustees, elected by ratepayers. As a trustee, listening and communicating
with families is an important part of my role. Students, families and members of the public are welcome to attend and observe any
public Board, Advisory or Board Committee meetings and to share their views with us on policy and Board governance.
As we move into the second half of the year, I hope that you are seeing evidence of your child’s learning and progress, and finding
opportunities to get involved in their learning and the life of the school.
I wish you all the best for a successful second term.

Are You Planning on Moving?
In planning for next year’s classes, it is most helpful to know if your child or children will be attending another school in September 2018
(high school not included). If your child(ren) will not be returning, please complete and return to your child’s teacher. If your child currently
attends Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. and you have moved out of the school’s attendance area, please contact Mrs. Taylor at the school office. Mrs.
Taylor will advise you on how to make arrangements for your child’s September placement at their new school.

"
Student Name: _____________________________________________ will not be returning to Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. in September 2017.
Next School: _______________________________________________
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Character Trait Focus: Initiative
•

•

Teaching Initiative
Initiative is recognizing and doing what needs to be done
before being asked.
Teaching children the skill of initiative is really important. In
fact research shows that children displaying the trait of initiative
have more overall success in life than those with just intelligence.
Why? The reason is because people who are willing to go the
extra mile, pitch in when needed, or make contributions to their
family or workplace are viewed more favourably by others than
people who try to just get by.
So how do parents teach their children to show initiative?
The key is to allow children to do things for themselves as they
develop and grow. Instead of being overprotective and hovering,
parents are encourage to create a supportive environment
that allows for failure and self-discovery for solving everyday
problems. Children also need opportunities for creativity and
finding ways to alleviate their boredom.
As Elementary students, their brains are still developing.
This is the right time to learn and develop positive behaviors
that will help them to take more initiative and contribute to
a lifetime of success. Remember initiative is dependent
upon developing internal rewards (pride in one owns
accomplishment, feeling like a contributing member and selfdirection) rather than external rewards (gifts, money, grades).
When they see the benefits of their work and how opportunities
are given to them, they will have personal success.
What are some areas that parents can help develop initiative in
their child(ren)?

•

calendar to show her when each project is due.
For Grades 4 to 5, encourage them to decide when
they will fit their homework into each day’s schedule.
Immediately after school or dinner may not be the most
productive for all children – and may not fit into their after
school programs or the family’s schedule. Learning how
to schedule “work” time will also help them recognize the
importance of completing a task so they have more ‘free
time.”
For Grades 6 to 8, children should be able to decide
where and when they will do their homework, and
they should be able to plan ahead for necessary
supplies. Ask your child to review homework projects each
week and let you know in advance if any supplies will be
needed. Last minute shopping to help a child finish a science
project teaches the child there is no need to plan ahead – or
take initiative!
When your child comes to you with questions about
his homework assignment, don’t rush to answer.
Instead, ask them to reread the directions and take some
time to think. Encourage them with your words, “I have seen
you tackle problems like this before. I think you can do it all
by yourself.”

Chores
Chores are also a useful way of teaching children responsibility
and initiative.
•
•

•

•

Offer your child a rotating choice of/variety of chores
on a weekly basis for which there is no reward. The
child is contributing to the family, just as parents do.
However, if the child sees something that is not on his
list and does it, praise for the effort – especially given
in front of others – is clearly appropriate. Remember, praise
states what you can see, not how ‘wonderful’ the child is. “I
sure liked coming home and finding the garbage was already
taken out. That showed initiative. You saw a job that needed
to be done, and you did it. Thanks so much!”
Research supports the fact that children often work
harder for verbal reinforcement than for tangible
rewards. However, an occasional reward to reinforce the
development of a character trait may be helpful.
Once a week have a family “meeting” to discuss
individual responsibilities, as well as how and when
they can be accomplished. Show appreciation for productive
suggestions, especially when your child offers to help.

Homework

Role modeling

One of the tasks of the elementary age child is to complete
homework assignments. You can use this task to help foster
character development in taking responsibility as well as
initiative.

Be a role model in taking initiative and in allowing for mistakes.
• Let your children see you - picking up litter on the street,
staying behind to clean up after a meeting, or cooking a meal
and taking it to a family with a new baby. Your children can
help you with these tasks, as you teach them the value of
taking the initiative.
• Acknowledge mistakes. Let your children know when
you have made a mistake and talk about ways you can correct

•

For Grades 1 to 3, allow children to decide which
homework tasks to tackle first. If some assignments
are given days or weeks in advance, assist her by having a
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Initiative, continued

•

it. “Oops, I just took a wrong turn on the way to school. Oh,
that’s ok, because I can just make a U turn up ahead.”
Volunteering as a family in a community project is a
wonderful way to encourage and role-model ‘taking initiative’.

•
•

Problem solve together
Working together as a family or parent/child combination to
solve situations helps to build trust and unity. Eating together
also reinforces family cohesiveness. During this time the family
can discuss issues and plan how to work out a solution.

•

Brainstorming should allow everyone to contribute
ideas, no ideas are ridiculed, and creativity is encouraged.
Then – follow through with one or more of the suggestions.
When something needs to be done around the house,
ask your child for suggestions: For example: You don’t
seem to have enough keys to the front door (older children
can have keys made and find a safe place for them outside);
Children can help with repairs. In one family, the faucet
was leaking and the son replaced the washer leading to his
feeling of accomplishment as well as reinforcing his initiative.

Sources:
http://www.physicianscenter.org/parents/parenting-resources/articles/teaching-elementary-age-children-take-initiative/
http://www.metrofamilymagazine.com/March-2011/Teaching-Your-Kids-About-the-Character-Trait-of-Initiative/

WEATHER ALERTS
Please be sure to dress your child/children appropriately and
according to the weather. Students need warm gloves, boots, hat,
snow pants and jacket.
School Website
Our school website is easy to navigate, has informative news, and is
very user friendly. http://drrobertabondar.ps.yrdsb.ca/
Bus Cancellations
If the condition of the roads necessitates the cancellation of bus
service, local radio stations will be informed as early as possible and
will broadcast this information to the community. Please be advised
that if buses are cancelled in the morning they will not run after
school — regardless of the weather. Review your plans as to what
your children will do in the event of late buses or cancellations. The
following radio stations announce cancellations:
AM 640 AM 680 AM 1540 FM 92.5 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 107.1 AM 590
FM 88.5 FM 90.3 AM 1010 FM 93.1 AM 1050 FM 99.9 AM 1530 FM
100.7 FM 104.5
Reminder: No Lunch Providers on Inclement Weather Days
When there is inclement weather, parents need to send their
child(ren) with a lunch. Lunch providers do not delivery on these
days.

Inclement Weather, Lunch Providers,
and After School Programs
Please note: Any lunch service arrangements made by the school
(sub lunches/pizza lunches/lunch lady), special hot lunches or
special events/field trips, lunch time and after school programs will
be cancelled on designated inclement weather days. All lunches are
cancelled and parents should send a lunch with their child. Lunches
and programs will be re-scheduled. Field trips may be re-scheduled
or refunded. If you have registered for an after school program on
an inclement weather day, you must pick up your child at regular
dismissal at 2:35 p.m. as the program will be cancelled.
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Kiss and Ride and the Bus Loop/Emergency Loop:
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Safety of students, staff and parents are a priority at Dr.
Roberta Bondar. Recently there has been many cars
speeding through the kiss and ride, parking in the
bus loop, parking on the street blocking traffic and
preventing buses from picking up students, and
parking in the kiss and ride in areas which prevent
cars from being able to smoothly follow proper
procedure and flow.
We need your help:
•
•
•
•
•

Parents should remain in their vehicle at all times.
There is no stopping/parking in the inside lane in the Kiss
and Ride.
Do not enter the bus loop/emergency loop (front of the
school).
Do not stop/park in the inside lane of the Kiss and Ride.
When picking up a child in the Kiss and Ride, If you do
not immediately see your
child, exit the loop and go

•

around again.
In the Kiss and Ride, pull up to the furthest pylon you can when
dropping off/picking up.

KINDERGARTEN: If you are dropping off a kindergarten child, please
do so in the kindergarten drop off area in the kiss and ride (near the
flagpole). You may help your child out of the car and they can walk to
their kindergarten class. Staff with fluorescent vests are on duty to
help. Please quickly return to your vehicle and safely continue on
your way so others may drop off promptly as well.
DO NOT PARK IN THE PARKING LOT IN THE MORNING DURING
DROP OFF. THESE SPOTS ARE FOR STAFF ONLY. OCCUPYING A
SPOT CAN CAUSE STAFF TO BE LATE FOR WORK AND/OR DUTY.
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In Orbit
December Toy Drive
On behalf of Mrs. Tino's class and the staff at Dr. Roberta Bondar P.
S., we would like to thank all of those families who participated in
our Holiday Heroes Toy Drive in support of the York Region Police
and the Salvation Army. Together we collected 112 toys to support
families in need over the holiday season.
Prior to the winter break, Officer Dan came to speak with our class
about the importance of these community events and
how appreciative York Region Police is of our school's
initiative. While he was there, students even got a
chance to try out the lights and sirens in his cruiser!
A huge thank you again to all of the students and
families that participated in our event. Together, we
helped kids and families enjoy the holiday season.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Tino and the students of room 131

Spirit Days in December
Super Hero Day

Crazy Hat Day
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Athletics
During the month of January students have been practicing and
playing exhibition games in the following sport: Junior Volleyball,
and Intermediate Girls and Boys basketball.
Area tournaments happened at the end of January and will also
occurred in this month. See the March Newsletter for pictures and
results.

BORC Trips
During the month of January Grades 2, 4 and 7 went
to BORC for awesome outdoor experiences. Grade 2s
learned about animal behavioural characteristics and
their habitat. In spite of some cold and rainy days,
students had a great time learning in nature and
seeing really examples of local wildlife.

Ecological Show Learning how to make
recycled instruments
Thanks to the School Council who paid for the wonderful Arts
Performance called Ecological Show for the Grades 1 to 6.
Two singers from Quebec sang various songs using different
instruments made from recycled objects - like old hockey sticks,
ironing boards and cans. Both students and teachers had a chance
to play some of the instruments and dance around the room.

9

Bondar Spirit!

Helping Endangered Species
Many animals, like the Gray Fox, are near extinction
because of extreme habitat loss. These animals are
losing their home and food source. I want to help
protect it and other animals who are in the same
situation. Every animal in this world has as much right
to be here as you and me.

donate it to WWF in support of helping the Gray Fox,
the students of Dr. Roberta Bondar could make a
difference.
I will be putting a box in the office and if you are able
to make a donation for this worthy cause, I would
greatly appreciate it.

How can students help? We need to do whatever
we can to save endangered species. It all starts with
us. I am an Earth Ranger and I am raising awareness
and money to help WWF aid endangered animals,
like the Gray Fox. If each student could bring $1 and

Thank you!
Alessandra R.
Grade 6 Student

What are/can students participate in at Bondar?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Junior Volleyball
Intermediate girls basketball
Intermediate boys basketball
Intermediate Band
Glee Club
Tech Crew
Announcements Crew
Battle of the Books
Makerspace in the library Grades 4 & 5, Grades 6 - 8
Student Ambassador Club (Student leaders support students

•
•
•
•
•
•

who are English Language Learners)
Lunch-time leaders (students in Grade 4–8 who volunteer in K
and in Grades 1 to 3 classes at lunch)
Hatch Coding Club (Lunchtime program — Cost incurred)
Young Rembrandts (Lunch program for students in Grades 1–5
and lunchtime for Kindergarten — Cost incurred
Kids on Stage- (Lunchtime program — Cost incurred)
Bricks4Kids (Lunchtime program — Cost incurred)
Gr. 1-2 Art Club on Day 5
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Sports in the YRDSB
Did you know that the YRDSB has formal periods in a school year
in which students can participate on sports teams/sports events?
Schools may decide to have teams which can participate in these
Area and Regional competitions.
Cross Country – September/October
Intermediate Volleyball – November/December
Junior Co-Ed Volleyball – January/February
Intermediate Basketball – January/February
Junior Basketball – April/May
Badminton– April/May
Track and Field – May/June

We are excited to announce that Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. will be
taking part in Winter Walk Day on Wednesday, February 7th!
Benefits
Health and Well-being:
• opportunities to learn and socialize on the way to school
• arrive to school alert and ready to learn
Community:
• reduced traffic congestion around the school
• less pollution for the environment
Walk with your child to school on Wednesday, February 7th, to join

in the celebration! If you’re on your way somewhere else and plan
on driving to your next destination, consider walking and taking
transit (see Google maps for available transit routes to/from your
destination), or park/drop your child off a block or two away from
the school to walk the rest of the way in. If you’re not able to join,
encourage your child to walk with a friend.
TIPS to keep you toasty:
• Keep hands and head covered
• Wear a warm coat and waterproof boots
• Wear a scarf to cover your face and mouth
• Keep an extra pair of socks in your knapsack
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Library Corner

Reading Programs at Dr. Roberta Bondar Public School

The Ontario Library Association promotes a reading program
The Forest of Reading which is Canada’s largest recreational
reading program.  The Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. Library is offering
this reading programs this winter. There are three categories for
readers; Blue Spruce (Grade 1 and 2), Silver Birch (Grade 3-6)
and Red Maple (Grade 7-8).   This year, DRBPS is participating
in the Blue Spruce and Red Maple Reading program.  Grade 1
and 2 will hear 10 nominated book titles and Grades 7 and 8
will read 10 and fiction titles.  The exciting part of the Forest of
Reading program is that during the month of April, students will
have an opportunity to vote for their favourite book at the Dr.
Roberta Bondar Library. Our school votes will be submitted to
the Ontario Library Association and tabulated with the student
votes from all across Canada. A national winner is selected May.
The Forest of Reading is also available at Public Libraries across
Ontario, so if your child wants access to books in the program I
would encourage you to visit the Public Library and check out
The Forest of Reading books.
For more information: www.accessola.com/forest or Visit your
public library.

Once again the DRBPS Library will be participating in a reading
program for grades 4-6 called BATTLE OF THE BOOKS!  Battle
of the Books is a game-style competition designed to promote
reading among students in Grades 4, 5, and 6.  The excitement
in this event is further heightened by having registered teams
participate in a York Region Battle of the Books in April.
Grade 4-6 students who sign up for the Battle of the Books are
encouraged to read 25 fiction and non-fiction books.   During
weekly meetings, students will practice “Battle Questions” and
have the opportunity to read and sign out books. Battle questions
are based on the plot, character, or author of the books. Battle
questions often look like this example.
READ ALL ABOUT IT AT YOUR SCHOOL LIBRARY!
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EQUITY AND INCLUSIVITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
CLASSISM SUB-COMMITTEE
Community Conversations

Are you an advocate for those marginalized by low
income and class-based discrimination?
We are seeking passionate youth, families and community members to provide
feedback regarding equity and inclusion for students in York Region public schools.
Please attend one of the five community conversations hosted by York Region
District School Board’s Equity and Inclusivity Advisory Committee.
January 15

Maple Leaf PS, 155 Longford Dr, Newmarket, ON L3Y 2Y7

January 22

Sutton District HS, 20798 Dalton Rd, Georgina, ON L0E 1R0

January 29

Bayview SS, 10077 Bayview Ave, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 2L4

February 5

Maple HS, 50 Springside Rd, Maple, ON L6A 2W5

February 12

Milliken Mills HS, 7522 Kennedy Rd, Markham, ON L3R 9S5

All Community Conversations run from 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Registration online is preferred however not mandatory.
For more information, childminding, transportation or translation, please
contact:
Sub-Committee Chair – Kristine Carbis
905-895-3126
k_carbis@hotmail.com
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