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January 2018
From the Administrative Team
Happy New Year to all of you from our staff at Dr. Roberta Bondar. As we welcome
in 2018, we think about setting goals and working towards achieving them. Some
goals may be short term, while others may be long term. What is key for students to
learn is that everyone needs to set goals and to have a plan for success.
At Dr. Roberta Bondar, one of our goals are to help students and staff focus on
their well-being, mentally, emotionally and physically. With the reduced sunshine
and colder days in January, we hope families and staff will find ways to enjoy
the different activities of winter. This could include family game night once a
week, going sledding at local hills, building snow people, skating at Mill Pond
or snowshoeing at the nearby conservation area. It is a great opportunity to try
something new and create great memories. As we focus on the character trait
of empathy, we encourage everyone to look for ways to help others and to build
positive relationships. When we work together, we find greater engagement and
learning becomes more enjoyable.
We know January has many events related to preparation for next year: Kindergarten
and French Immersion registrations, high school and art school information nights.
Please note these dates as they relate to you.
Please drive safely through our kiss and ride when dropping off or picking up
students. Please note that the bus loop is not to be used for pick up and drop off.
With the increased amount of snow and lower visibility, it is important for drivers to
pay attention. City by-law officers have been present in the last month and could
ticket you (which is not a great way to start your day).
We look forward to a wonderful year in 2018 with all of you!

Wendy Howes
Principal

CONTACT
dr.roberta.bondar.ps@yrdsb.ca

Ruth Walker-Rosewood
Vice Principal

FOLLOW
@DrRBondarPS
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Ms. W. Howes
Principal
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Superintendent of Schools
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Inside this Month’s
Dr. Roberta Bondar Public School
Newsletter
Click each of the following to access the timely and thought-provoking
information contained within this newsletter:
• School Council News
• January Character Trait
• French Immersion
• Bondar Spirit
• Library Corner

Ms. L. Aversa
Trustee
T: 905.727.0022

Important Dates
at DRBPS

January
Dec 25 Winter Break
to Jan 5
8 School resumes
10 Hatch Coding Program Lunch
program starts
18 French Immersion Information
Night
19 PA Day
19 Kindergarten Registration Begins
22 Arts Performance Gr. 1-6 Ecological
Show
22 BORC Outdoor Ed Trip - Stamkos
and Shufman
23 BORC Outdoor Ed Trip - Szpirglas
and Purewal
25 BORC Outdoor Ed Trip - Belanger
26 BORC Outdoor Ed Trip - Iaboni and
Bravos (4’s only)
29 Character Assembly
Gr. 4 to 8 - 8:30;
JK to 3 - 9:10
29 BORC Outdoor Ed Trip - Gr. 7 Jerzak
30 BORC Outdoor Ed Trip - Gr. 7
Gabriele
31 BORC Outdoor Ed Trip - Gr. 7s only
Bagg and Nattrass

Upcoming Dates
at DRBPS: February
2 PA Day

Kindergarten Registration to Commence
January 19, 2018
Kindergarten registration will commence on January 19, 2018 for the 2018-19
school year. Registration forms are available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.
ca. Children who turn four or five years old during 2018, live within the school
boundary and whose parents are public school tax supporters will be eligible to
register for kindergarten. A kindergarten information session for parents is being
planned for this spring. For more information, please visit the YRDSB website or
contact your local school.

Inclement Weather, Lunch Providers, and
After School Programs
Please note: Any lunch service arrangements made by the school (sub
lunches/pizza lunches/lunch lady), special hot lunches or special events/field
trips, lunch time and after school programs will be cancelled on designated
inclement weather days. All lunches are cancelled and parents should send a
lunch with their child. Lunches and programs will be re-scheduled. Field trips
may be re-scheduled or refunded. If you have registered for an after school
program on an inclement weather day, you must pick up your child at regular
dismissal at 2:35 p.m. as the program will be cancelled.
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School Council News

Happy 2018! We hope everyone had a happy and peaceful
holiday season.
The start of a new year comes with a lot of excitement from School
Council. Preparations for the 3rd Annual Fun Fair will begin now.
Mark your calendars and save the date for Thursday, June 7,
2018, from 5pm-8pm. If you are interested in helping out with
planning, fundraising, or on the day of the fair, please contact us
and let us know how you can help!
Our next School Council meeting will be held on Monday,
February 5th, at 6:30pm in the school library. We invite parents
to attend to hear about what is going on at the school.

Pizza and sub lunches continue to go well. We need more parent
volunteers to help out during lunches every week. Right now,
we only have about 5-8 parents that help out regularly. To make
sure we can still offer lunch programs, we need more parents
to help out. Help is required Wednesdays and Thursdays from
11:30am-12:35pm. If you are able to help, please contact us. With
750+ students at our school, I’m sure we can get more parent
volunteers to help our kids!
Wishing all Bondar families a healthy and happy 2018!
Bondar Rockets School Council
bondarrocketsschoolcouncil@gmail.com
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In Orbit
January Character Trait Focus:
Empathy
Empathy is often defined as the ability to identify with the
suffering of another. It is however more complicated than this.
Humans are able to show empathy in three different ways:
reflexive, emotional and cognitive. As part of the executive
functions of the brain, the skills needed to have empathy are
complex and build upon one another. Developing the trait of
empathy in children is important because it enables them to
form and sustain relationships with others and helps them to
self-regulate their behavior in different social settings.  
How can parents and educators teach empathy?
Here are a few suggestions:
1. Meet their needs – Treat the children in your life with
empathy. If children are shown empathy when they are
dealing with their own problems, then they will learn to show
it to others.
2. Lead by example – Modeling cognitive empathy and
narrating your thought processes out loud will give them a
template that will guide how they process events. Point out
situations that call for empathy. When reading a book about
a character who is going through a hard time, talk about how
that character must be feeling. Ask the child how he would
feel in the same position.
3. Help them find common ground – Kids are more likely
to feel empathy for those who they see as similar to them.
Help the children in your life discover what they have in
common with others – particularly others with whom they’ve
had conflict in the past.
4. Practice changing roles and perspectives – Ask
children to pretend to be someone else in a hard situation.
How do they feel in this situation? What would make them
feel better? Kids like to pretend, and this is something that
can help them practice the executive function of perspective
taking. Even the simple act of asking a child, “How would
you feel if …?” can diffuse a fight and help the child see things
from a different point of view.
5. Foster a happy environment – The good feelings that
come from positive social interactions make children more
adept at accurately reading the feelings of others.

Sleep over with Sparky the Fire Dog
The grade one classes will be participating in the Sleep over with
Sparky Safety program offered by the Vaughan Fire and Rescue
Service. Each child will have an opportunity to take Sparky, a
stuffed dog, home with them and discuss fire safety with their
families. This program will help to teach the students’ about
fire prevention and the importance of checking and addressing
smoke alarm issues in the family’s home. The grade one students
are looking forward to participating in this educational and
enjoyable experience.

For additional information and more ideas – see source:
https://blog.nebraskachildren.org/2014/01/15/empathy-isessential-the-soft-skill-that-engages-the-whole-brain/
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French Immersion Information and Registrations
There will be a FI information
session on January 18, 2018 at 7
pm. at Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S.
Please visit YRDSB’s website
(http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/
fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx)
to find the FI program location for
your elementary school location.
Registration will take place from
January 19 to February 9, 2018.
YRDSB’s FI Accommodation Plan provides long-term
consistency and equity of access to all students in York Region
and will enable YRDSB to continue to offer the FI program to all
who wish to enrol. The FI program will be offered in Dual Track

or Single Track settings, in a variety of configurations. In order
to meet community needs and optimize available space in our
schools, a community's Grade 1-8 FI program may be provided
over more than one school during the course of a student's FI
education. This will allow flexibility in addressing community
needs and the opportunity to use existing space in schools. More
information is available on the Board’s website: www.yrdsb.ca.
Please note: Some of the FI accommodation plans will require
facility modifications or the development of new schools and will
require short-term transition plans that might include overflow
while we work toward the long-term vision. Overflow refers to
situations in which the Board directs students to attend a school
other than their community school or optional program for a
specific period of time, as defined in Policy #108.

OHIP+ Information

The Ministry of Health
and
Long-Term
Care
is releasing additional
resources ahead of the
January 1, 2018, launch
of OHIP+: Children and
Youth Pharmacare.
On the ministry’s website
(health.gov.on.ca/
ohipplus_resources), you will find the following documents for
downloading and printing:
•
•
•

Factsheet for patients/families
Postcards (available in 14 languages)
Social media posts

Through this program, Ontarians aged 24 years and younger,
who are OHIP insured, regardless of their family income, will be
eligible for over 4,400 medications and drug products at no cost.
If you have any questions about OHIP+, please send an email to
OHIPplus@ontario.ca.
For more information, please visit: Ontario.ca/OHIPplus.

Le ministère de la Santé et des Soins de longue
durée publie des ressources supplémentaires en
prévision du lancement de l’Assurance-santé
Plus : Assurance-médicaments pour les enfants
et les jeunes, le 1er janvier 2018.
Vous trouverez sur le site Web du Ministère
(health.gov.on.ca/assurancesanteplus_
ressources) les documents qui suivent, qui
peuvent être téléchargés et imprimés :
•
•
•

Feuille de renseignements pour les patients et les familles;
Cartes postales (offertes dans 14 langues);
Messages pour les médias sociaux.

Grâce à ce programme, tous les Ontariens âgés de 24 ans et
moins qui ont un numéro d’Assurance santé auront accès à plus
de 4 400 médicaments gratuitement, quel que soit leur revenu
familial.
Si vous avez des questions au sujet de l’Assurance-santé Plus,
veuillez les transmettre à OHIPplus@ontario.ca.
Pour obtenir plus de renseignements, rendez-vous au Ontario.
ca/assurancesanteplus.
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Bondar Spirit!
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Library Corner
I Wish I Could Win!
During the Scholastic Book Fair, a contest was held for students
in Grade 4 to 8 called “I Wish I Could Win”. When classes
visited the book fair, students got an entry form and could write
the name of a book they wish they could win worth $11.00 or
less. Congratulations to Or in Ms. Canton’s class, Naitra in Ms.

Voskakis’ class, Elizabeth in Ms. Canton’s class, Daniel in Ms.
Bagg’s class, Nayyab in Mr. Gabeielle’s Class, Leor from Mr.
Jerzak’s class, Jaden in Ms. Murdoch’s Grade 6 class, Lea from
Ms. Bravos’ class, Hannah in Ms. Belanger’s class and Andrew in
Ms. Belanger’s class.

Reading Programs at Dr. Roberta Bondar Public School

The Ontario Library Association promotes a reading program
The Forest of Reading which is Canada’s largest recreational
reading program.  The Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. Library is offering
this reading programs this winter. There are three categories for
readers; Blue Spruce (Grade 1 and 2), Silver Birch (Grade 3-6)
and Red Maple (Grade 7-8). This year, DRBPS is participating
in the Blue Spruce and Red Maple Reading program. Grade 1
and 2 will hear 10 nominated book titles and Grades 7 and 8
will read 10 and fiction titles.  The exciting part of the Forest of
Reading program is that during the month of April, students will
have an opportunity to vote for their favourite book at the Dr.
Roberta Bondar Library. Our school votes will be submitted to
the Ontario Library Association and tabulated with the student
votes from all across Canada. A national winner is selected May.
The Forest of Reading is also available at Public Libraries across
Ontario, so if your child wants access to books in the program I
would encourage you to visit the Public Library and check out
The Forest of Reading books.
For more information: www.accessola.com/forest or Visit your
public library.

Once again the DRBPS Library will be participating in a reading
program for grades 4-6 called BATTLE OF THE BOOKS! Battle
of the Books is a game-style competition designed to promote
reading among students in Grades 4, 5, and 6. The excitement
in this event is further heightened by having registered teams
participate in a York Region Battle of the Books in April.
Grade 4-6 students who sign up for the Battle of the Books are
encouraged to read 25 fiction and non-fiction books.   During
weekly meetings, students will practice “Battle Questions” and
have the opportunity to read and sign out books. Battle questions
are based on the plot, character, or author of the books. Battle
questions often look like this example.
READ ALL ABOUT IT AT YOUR SCHOOL LIBRARY!
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EQUITY AND INCLUSIVITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
CLASSISM SUB-COMMITTEE
Community Conversations

Are you an advocate for those marginalized by low
income and class-based discrimination?
We are seeking passionate youth, families and community members to provide
feedback regarding equity and inclusion for students in York Region public schools.
Please attend one of the five community conversations hosted by York Region
District School Board’s Equity and Inclusivity Advisory Committee.
January 15

Maple Leaf PS, 155 Longford Dr, Newmarket, ON L3Y 2Y7

January 22

Sutton District HS, 20798 Dalton Rd, Georgina, ON L0E 1R0

January 29

Bayview SS, 10077 Bayview Ave, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 2L4

February 5

Maple HS, 50 Springside Rd, Maple, ON L6A 2W5

February 12

Milliken Mills HS, 7522 Kennedy Rd, Markham, ON L3R 9S5

All Community Conversations run from 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Child-minding will be provided at all locations. If you require child minding, please
email Kristine with the number of children and their ages.
For more information or transportation support needs, please contact:
Sub-Committee Chair – Kristine Carbis
905-895-3126
k_carbis@hotmail.com
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EQUITY AND INCLUSIVITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ANTI-BLACK RACISM SUB-COMMITTEE
Community Consultations
You are invited to attend a community consultation regarding:
Actions Taken by YRDSB following Ministry Review to Support the Learning of Students of
African Descent and their Families
Agenda
• An overview of the Ministry of Education’s Review of YRDSB
• YRDSB Current Work and Response to the Ministry’s Review on all levels (board, school
and community engagement)
• Community Feedback Sessions in small group carousel format - What is going well? What
are you worried about? What needs to happen next?
• Board
• School
• Community Engagement
• Report Back and Next Steps
Dates, times and locations
Thursday January 18, 2018
6:00pm – 9:30pm
Milliken Mills High School, 7522 Kennedy Rd, Markham, ON L3R 9S5
(Refreshments will be provided)
Saturday January 27, 2018
10:00am – 2:00pm
Vaughan Secondary School, 1401 Clark Ave W, Thornhill, ON L4J 7R4
(Lunch will be provided)
Registration
Please register online by Friday January 12, 2018.
If you have any questions, please contact Freyja Phillips freyja.phillips@yrdsb.ca.
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Would you enjoy Collaboratively
learning the Ontario curriculum
through the Arts?
If so, the York Region District School Board offers an Elementary Integrated Arts
Program at Baythorn Public School. If you are currently in grades four or five you may
apply for the arts@baythorn program, where you will have the opportunity to explore the
disciplines of Dance, Drama, Visual Arts, and Music in a cooperative learning
environment.
To learn more about the arts@baythorn program, you and your family are invited to attend
an information evening at Baythorn Public School on:
Thursday, January 18, 2018 @ 6:30 p.m.
Applications will be available at bit.ly/arts_application2018
online after the January 18th, 2018 info night.
If you require further information, please call us at
Baythorn Public School
(905) 889-7992.
Kate Kurek
Principal

The Arts Team

Meytal Daniels
Vice Principal
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Young Families Programming Series - 2018
Caregiver and Child Interactive Programs

Date

Tuesdays
Jan 9th 2018March 6th 2018

Time

Name and Program Description

9:30am11:30am

Terrific Two’s (22-38 months):
During the early years, children learn through active engagement, activity,
observations, experimentation and social interactions with others. As they
develop an understanding about themselves and others they learn to
regulate their emotions, attend to what is important, and to make plans – all
based on the cultural values and practices embedded in their social and
physical environments (ELECT pg. 14)
Registration begins: November 27th 2017, at 10am.

Thursday
March 1st 2018

9:30am11:30am

Tuesday
March 13th 2018
March 20th 2018
March 27th 2018

Thursdays
January 11th 2018 –
March 29th 2018

9:30am11:00am

9:30am –
11:30am

LOCATION: 9401 Jane
Street, Suite 106, Vaughan
ON L6A 4H7

Early Literacy and Numeracy Presentations:
Children who are exposed to songs, rhymes and stories are better readers,
better thinkers and better learners. Let us join Jill, our Early Literacy
Specialist for a fun and interactive Literacy Circle.
Registration – Ongoing - New participants are welcome.
Triple P Parenting Education Series : Simple and practical strategies to
help them confidently manage their children’s behaviour, prevent problems
developing and build strong, healthy relationships.
Session: 1 - Raising Resilient Children
Session: 2 - Separation Issues
Session: 3 - Independent Eating
Registration begins: Feb 5th 2018 at 10am
Brighter Beginnings-AOK (0-6 years) : Together these programs provide
an opportunity to meet other parents and caregivers, let your children play
with other children, take workshops, share stories, borrow child
development and parenting resource materials, or just play with your
children and have a lot of fun! This program puts emphasis on school
readiness, skill readiness, stories and creative activities.
Registration – Ongoing - New participants are welcome
Please let us know if you need any specific
accommodations
This flyer is available in an alternative format

For REGISTRATION, please
call Stacey from VCHC at
(905) 303-8490 Ext 151

These programs are in partnership with Ontario Early Years Centre (OEYC) – Vaughan-King-Aurora and
Vaughan Community Health Centre

Vaughan Community Health Centre:
facebook.com/vaughan.vchc

Ontario Early Years Centre – Vaughan-King-Aurora:

For additional OEYC program information and details.
http://www.socialenterprise.ca/ontario-early-years-centres/calendars
or call the Ontario Early Years Centre (Vaughan-King-Aurora)
905-856-5511 or
1-866-404-2077 ext. 215
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is a free
training program
for those who want
to volunteer at
York Region District
School Board.
Training sessions
are six half-days
over six weeks.

Get Involved
Volunteer in Education!

Develop skills to support your school community
Research shows that parent and community engagement increases student
achievement, wellbeing and success.
Learn more about:
• Role of the Volunteer
• Transferrable Skills
• Equity and Inclusive
Education
• Communication Skills
• Human Rights
• Mental Health & Well Being
• Interview Skills

Will help you to:
• Build confidence and develop new skills
• Communicate more effectively
with students, staff and parents
• Contribute to student learning
and parent engagement
• Gain volunteer experience in a school
• Learn about your school community
• Meet new people

Where: Vaughan Welcome Centre, 9100 Jane St. Unit #56, Vaughan ON L4K 0A4
Session dates: Tuesday January 23, 30, Feb 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2018. Time: 9:30 am– 12:30 pm.
Oksana Majaski
416-568-2252
Oksana.Majaski@yrdsb.ca

Yun Kim
416-625-7386
ykim@ccsyr.org

Alyson Truax
905-830-4444 ext. 72281
alyson.truax@york.ca

Agnes Manasan
905-731-8281ext.2
AManasan@ccsyr.org

16-6362
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