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June 2018
From the Administrative Team
As the hot weather arrives we are very aware that June is already here. Students are
busy finishing assessments and participating in activities that are part of the final
month of the 2017-2018 school year. We look forward to the anticipated events of
this month to wrap up the school year before the summer.
Another fantastic month has passed with lots of learning and special events at Dr.
Roberta Bondar. Between Austin Riley’s visit, Track and Field Day, Jump Rope for
Heart, Arts presentation and Spring Concert, students of all ages were busy learning
and having fun. Please see highlights of these events throughout the newsletter.
We are really looking forward for our third annual Bondar Funfair which has been
incredibly organized by our School Council. This is a truly fantastic opportunity for
friends and families to come together to eat, laugh, meet new people, and have a
wonderful evening together in support of our school. We look forward to seeing
you on June 7 at 5pm. Please note that we will be sharing the site with Elections
Ontario. Voting will be taking place in the gym and a portion of our parking lot will
be available for the elections. Please remember there is NO parking available in our
parking lot for Fun Fair. You will see paid officers assisting voters with short term
parking, so that both events can happen simultaneously at Bondar.
We are also supporting our Student Wellness Committee in helping our school and
community reduce its plastic consumption. Please send your child with a water
bottle and with lunch containers that can be reused daily. Cloth bags for clothes
is also a great way to reduce the use of plastic. As a school we are reviewing how
to reduce our garbage and how to sort in the green, blue and gray bins in our
classrooms.
Term 2 Report Cards and Switch Day is coming. On June 26th, students will be
meeting their teacher and classmates for the 2018-2019 school year. This is an
awesome way to end this school year and begin to get excited for next year.
June is going to be a hot one this year. We encourage you to put sunscreen on
your student before coming to school each morning. We also suggest sending a
hat, water bottle, and reminding them to reduce their outdoor physical activity on
super-hot days. Please see our Hot Weather Action plan so that you can help your
child be sun safe.
Wendy Howes
Principal

CONTACT
dr.roberta.bondar.ps@yrdsb.ca

Ruth Walker-Rosewood
Vice Principal

FOLLOW
@DrRBondarPS
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Click each of the following to access the timely and thought-provoking
information contained within this newsletter:
• School Council News
• In Orbit
• Bondar Spirit
• Library Corner

June
1 Grade 5 Scientists in the Classroom
pm
4 P.A. Day
6 ME Class to Windreach Farm
6 Grade 7s Treetop
7 Bondar Fun Fair 5 to 8 pm
12 Junior Track and Field Areas
12 Volunteer Tea in Library
8:00 - 9:30 am
13 Intermediate Track and Field Areas
13 Scientist in the school kindergarten
room 103/105
14 Ramadan ends
15 Eid al-Fitr - Diamond Day
15 All library books back to school
library
18 Character assembly
8:35 - Gr. 4-8
9:10 - K-3
18 Grade 8 Graduation Practice pm
19 Track and Field Regionals
19 Kindergarten Celebration AM
21 Primary Play Day
26 Reports go home
26 Switch Day
28 P.A. ½ Day
29 PA Day

Upcoming Dates
at DRBPS
September 4th School begins for 2018 - 2019

Hot Weather Action Plan at DRBPS
Warm weather brings with it enjoyable activities, but can also endanger our
health because of heat stress. At DRBPS, we have a Hot Weather Action Plan that is
implemented when the humidex reaches or exceeds 35 degrees Celsius.
The Hot Weather Action Plan includes:
• Use of board approved fans in the classrooms to circulate air.
• Keeping blinds, curtains closed in classrooms directly exposed to sunlight and
turn off any unnecessary lights
• Limit outdoor activities
• Encourage the drinking of water for rehydration
• Use of shade outside
• Circulate through library as cooling zone
Parents are reminded to:
• Send students to school with light clothing that adheres to our dress code.
• Apply sunscreen (SPF 15 or higher)
• Send students with a wide brimmed hat for outdoor recesses.

Get your groove on at Concerts in the Park
Learn more
Concerts in the Park are the perfect place to twist and shout this summer. For 23
years, families have been enjoying these free shows that take place from June to
August on select Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m., weather permitting. Check
out the lineup for this year.
2

School Council News
Dr. Roberta Bondar School Council presents the

When: Thursday, June 7th, from 5pm-8pm


‐
‐
‐

Included with the wristband, children can look forward to unlimited access to the following:
6 Bouncy Castles – fun for ALL ages!
15 Vendor Tables showcasing their local business related to children’s activities.
Each will have an activity for kids to participate
Face Painting Table

All children attending the Fun Fair must purchase a wristband to enjoy the above activities.

‐
‐
‐

You can also look forward to:
Exciting Raffle Draw with amazing prizes!!
Food Trucks to satisfy your cravings
Music and Dancing by BOUNCE Entertainment



Wristbands purchased at the door on June 7th :



Raffle tickets will be available for purchase at the fun fair as well **(CASH ONLY)**
‐ $5/ticket
‐ $20/5 tickets

$10.00 each **(CASH ONLY)**

Your pre-ordered wristbands and raffle tickets purchased online between May 1st-28th
will be available for pick-up at the fair at the designated table.
Please note: Food Trucks and other purchases (including raffle tickets) are not included in
the price of the wristband.
Please make sure to bring CASH if you will be buying food or other items. CASH ONLY.
This is a rain or shine event!
A special THANK YOU to all of the amazing parents and administration that have helped to organize this Fun
Fair and who have helped out with school council activities and weekly lunch programs throughout the school
year! Without your time and effort, we would not be able to provide these amazing things to our kids!
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BIG THANK YOU
The Bondar Staff would like to extend a huge thank you to our
School Council for organizing many events, school lunches, and
fundraising to make Dr. Roberta Bondar a great place to be. Their
efforts have enabled students to have the Arts Performance Program,
new technology, new musical instruments and other resources to
enhance the education students have in this community. We would
also like to thank everyone who volunteered and helped out in

the library, in our classrooms and in our school. We look forward to
seeing many of you at the Volunteer Tea on Tuesday, June 12th
from 8:00 to 9:30 am.
We would also like to send a special thank you to Alessandro Wilner
whose design, creativity and flexibility made the monthly school
newsletters enjoyable to read.

Opportunity for Summer Credit: Grade 8 Reach Ahead Program
‘Discovering the Workplace.’
Reach Ahead is intended for CURRENT Grade 8 kids, who may benefit
from having 1 credit before they actually start high school.
Grade 8 Reach Ahead Program “Discovering the Workplace” (high
school elective credit course, GLD2O1) This program is a secondary
school credit course that provides literacy and numeracy instruction
as well as opportunities to discover and develop workplace essential
skills and work habits required to be successfully employed.
Students will develop an understanding of work through practical
hands-on experiences in the school and in the community, using real
workplace materials. Students investigate occupations of interest
through experiential learning opportunities, such as worksite visits,

simulations, and entrepreneurial projects.
The type of student for whom the Grade 8 Reach Ahead Program is
specifically designed:
• would benefit from a gradual transition into high school;
• may experience some challenges in credit acquisition in grade 9
or 10;
• would benefit from focused support in order to improving his/
her academic performance;
• may be disconnected from school and/or peers;
• has experienced some challenges with regular school attendance.

Message from our Trustee
As we near the end of the school year, I want to thank you for all that
you do to strengthen our schools and communities. This is a good
time to celebrate your child’s achievements over the past year.
One of our goals in the Trustees’ Multi-Year Plan is to “continuously
increase student achievement and well-being through a culture
and caring and learning.” That includes a culture that emphasizes
engagement and positive relationships among all the members
of the school community – students, staff members, families and
community members.
You, as parents/guardians, are our most important partners when
it comes to education. The support you have provided to your child

throughout this past school year will help to strengthen our schools
and make a difference to your child’s learning.
I encourage you to continue engaging your child in learning
throughout the summer, and to help them to see the connections
between what they are learning in school and the world around
them. There are so many opportunities to do this over the summer,
whether that’s planning a budget with your child, enjoying the
natural beauty in York Region, reading a book or visiting local sites.
Whatever your plans are this summer, I wish you all a successful end
to the school year, and a safe and enjoyable summer.

Are You Planning on Moving?
In planning for next year’s classes, it is most helpful to know if your child or children will be attending another school in September 2018
(high school not included). If your child(ren) will not be returning, please complete and return to your child’s teacher. If your child currently
attends Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. and you have moved out of the school’s attendance area, please contact Mrs. Taylor at the school office. Mrs.
Taylor will advise you on how to make arrangements for your child’s September placement at their new school.

"
Student Name: _____________________________________________ will not be returning to Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. in September 2018.
Next School: _______________________________________________
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Early Dismissal in Elementary Schools:
All schools in the York Region District School Board are committed to
improving student achievement and well-being. On Thursday, June
28, 2018, an early release day will take place to allow elementary
teachers and support staff to take part in meetings during the
afternoon of that day. These meetings will allow for school staff to
engage in culminating activities regarding the review and revision
of the School’s Improvement Plan as well as year-end and transition
activities that support student success.

As has been our practice in the past, students will attend school
during the morning of Thursday, June 28, 2018 only. Students will be
dismissed early that day at 11:05 a.m. Arrangements will be made to
ensure that students who are normally bussed to and from school
will receive transportation at this time.
Parents/guardians whose children attend after school child care
should make appropriate arrangements to address this change in
schedule. Friday, June 29 is a full P.A. Day.

Tips for Making Summer Learning Fun!
Make the most of summer by having fun and learning too. Here are
some simple, easy ideas that will reinforce what your children have
been learning in school. There are also ways to learn different skills
and try out new experiences.
Introduce your children to outdoor games, such as Freeze Tag,
hopscotch, Frisbee and Simon Says. These are simple and fun ways
for children to interact. They can also teach cooperation, listening
skills and counting.
In addition to wonderful books and resources, many libraries
have summer programs geared to children of different ages. Ask
the children's librarian for recommendations. You can visit your local
library to see what is happening or visit their website.
Today's museums have a new look; they are working hard to make
displays that are accessible to kids. They also have special summer
events. There are a variety of museums across the province to visit.
Learn more by visiting: Guide to Ontario Museums.
Family trips such as camping and visiting another city can be
educational too. Visit local historical sites, take a nature walk or
discover local events. Ask your children to look up travel information
and research places of interest. A great place to start is www.
ontariotravel.net.
If you're taking a car trip, play games like I Spy or finding license
plates from out-of province cars. This will keep everyone entertained
and make learning fun.

Have your child keep a summer diary. They don't have to use it
everyday, just when they think they have something important to
write. It is a great way for children to record their experiences and
remember the things they have done over the summer. For younger
children, have them draw pictures of summer activities they are
enjoying to create a picture diary.
Summer is a great time to take a stroll. A walk can provide a
chance to explore your part of the world together. Find out what's
happening in your neighbourhood. If you're going to a local park for
the splash pool or setting up a plastic pool in the yard, take along
some measuring cups or other household items that can be used to
measure weight or volume. In the sand box or on the beach,
encourage children to write their names, do multiplication or draw
pictures.
If you have a garden or belong to a community garden, get
children involved in planting. If you have a balcony, fill a couple of
pots with soil and plant flowers or vegetables. Or fill an inexpensive
window box with herbs or flowers. For more ideas visit Gardening
with Kids.
Don't let your sidewalk be wasted. With a box of sidewalk chalk,
you can create hours of fun. Draw pictures, write words, play Tic
Tac Toe. You can also use water to write words and learn science by
watching them evaporate.
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/abc123/eng/tips/summerLearning.html
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In Orbit
Austin Riley
On May 8th Austin Riley’s dad shared with students in Grades 1 to 8
about his son’s and the family’s experience with autism. Students
gained a better perspective of autism and how Austin has learned to
use his love for race cars and his perception skills to become one of
the best race car drivers in Canada.

Congratulations to the
Webake Team
In an effort to raise awareness and to make a difference for students
in other countries, our own special team of 6 Grade 6 students
and 1 Grade 4 student decided to hold a Bake Sale to raise funds
for a Me to We Project. Thanks to their well-run campaign and
delicious cupcakes they raised just over $3000 - exceeding their
original goal by 250 %. By students making a $5 donation, they
received a cupcake. This meant that the girls made and sold over
600 cupcakes to the students and staff at Bondar.
Through their effort, this team gave just under 300 volunteer
hours.
As a result of their tremendous hard work, $1 214 is being donated
to WE Charity’s Education Pillar to help support the needs of
classroom of 24 in a developing country, and a similar amount
is being given to Dr. Roberta Bondar Public School to support
student programming!
We are all so proud and excited that this team was able to show
steadfast initiative and leadership. Thanks for caring about the
others and using your baking talent to make a global and local
impact.
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Bondar Spirit!
A Message from the Healthy Schools - Great Jump Rope and
Hoops 4 Hearts Event
On May 18th, Dr. Roberta Bondar students participated in our annual
Jump Rope and Hoops for Heart event. This event encourages kids
to get active by skipping rope and staying active while they collect
pledges for heart disease and stroke research.
What a great success it was! Students were out there getting their
daily requirement of physical activity AND having fun with their
peers. Our dedicated student leaders and teachers (Ms. Voskakis and

committee) ensured that the event ran smoothly and that students
were engaged throughout the day. Students learned that being
active can be both fun and rewarding. We will be announcing how
much we raised as a school shortly and prizes will be awarded to
students who reached the set targets.
Thanks for putting your heart into it Bondar!
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School Athletics
Intermediate students played in the Area Badminton tournament
at the beginning of May. Our students playing doubles played
exceptionally well and brought home the banner for Bondar.
Congratulations!
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Library Corner
Forest of Reading
May has been a busy month in the Library with wrapping up the
Forest of Reading program. The Grade 1 and 2 classes read 10
nominated picture books and then voted for their favourite author.
AND THE WINNER IS…………SHARK LADY The True Story of How
Eugenie Clark Became the Ocean’s Most Fearless Scientist by Jess
Keating and Marta Alvarez Miguens. Shark Lady was our school’s
winner and the National Winner across Canada! Our Intermediate
division voted for Bent Not Broken by Lorna Schultz Nicholson and
the national winner is The Winnowing by Vikki VanSickle.
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Friday, June 15th Library books are due back to the Library. If Library
books have not been returned to the Library, students will receive a
payment notice to pay for the cost of the lost books. Thank you for
your support getting books back to the Library.
Enjoy reading over the summer holidays! Check out your local public
library for great reading programs over the summer!

Thank you

From Vaughan Public Library
This summer readers can visit any Vaughan Public Libraries location
to sign up for TD Summer Reading Club. Readers who register will
receive a notebook to track their reading and a fun cootie catcher.
Each week when readers report they will receive a new sticker to add
to their notebook. There will be different activities each week at the
library
Visit www.vaughanpl.info for more details about dates and times.

There are so many people who help our school Library run smoothly
day after day. Thank you to Library crew and Grade 8 helpers who
help in the Library. Library Crew is made up of Grade 4-8 students
who come and shelf books, collect Kindergarten books and keep the
Library tidy!
Thank you to our school volunteers; Mrs. Kim, Mrs. Kline, Mrs. Lam,
Mrs. Lai, Mrs. Woodard and Mrs. Shuhandler who help on a regular
basis. These volunteers put non-fiction books back on the shelf,
check in books and process new Library books. Your support is
greatly appreciated, and we thank you very much for your support in
the DRBPS Library.
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Young Rembrandts
Summer sessions




School age (6 to 12 yrs old)
FAVORITE APPS AND VIDEO GAMES DRAWING
CAMP
Learn illustration & coloring techniques inspired
by popular video games using a variety of
medium.
Thursday July 5, 8 week session 5:45 - 7:15pm
Cost:$140 . Location: North Thornhill C.C.





Preschool ( 4 to 5 1/2 yrs old) and
School age (6 to 12 yrs old)
SUMMER DRAWING CLASSES start Friday July 6.
8 weekly classes , 10:00 am and 11:15 am
Cost: $141.75. Location: Vellore Village C.C.

Young Rembrandts teaches children how to draw using
an engaging methodology that all children can succeed
with. We learn about drawing and art while having lots
of FUN!!
We provide all supplies! Our Art instructors are qualified
with background in Fine Arts or Visual Arts.

Questions?

Email: york@youngrembrandts.com

Or call: 416-907-4467
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