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March 2018
From the Administrative Team
As winter starts to head toward spring, we just want to remind students and parents
of the importance of wearing appropriate clothing to fit the weather. We often have
days of cool temperatures, snow and rain. It is still important that students bring
boots, hats, gloves and jackets to stay warm as they head out for both recesses as
the weather permits.
Thank you to all the families that joined us for the 905 Raptors basketball game on
February 21. It was great to see so many support the Intermediate Band while they
played the Canadian and American anthems and enjoy a great evening of being a
community.
We appreciate the feedback and support about the new drop off routines for school.
As you know our first concern is the safety of our students. Already we have seen an
improvement in the tone and pleasantries shared by students and parents as they
drop off their children. Please read the Tweets and emails sent out by the school to
help ensure the continued safety of everyone.
As we switch to electronic attendance through EDSBY, thank you for your patience
and assistance with calling in or sending a message through email. This change has
been met with some challenges, but as we continue to learn the system, we know
that it will be smoother and very efficient.
We continue to look for your assistance with our planning for next year. If you are
moving out of our area, please let Mrs. Taylor know in the office. Likewise if you
are registering JK students for September, please let us know as soon as possible.
Thank you for your help.
March is a busy month with many performances, trips, the Break, time change and
faith holidays. Please check the school calendar to help you and your family stay
organized and informed of important dates.
Wendy Howes
Principal

CONTACT
dr.roberta.bondar.ps@yrdsb.ca

Ruth Walker-Rosewood
Vice Principal

FOLLOW
@DrRBondarPS
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Inside this Month’s
Dr. Roberta Bondar Public School
Newsletter
Click each of the following to access the timely and thought-provoking
information contained within this newsletter:
• Self-Defence Workshop
• Character Trait Focus: Fairness
• In Orbit
• Bondar Spirit
• Library Corner

March 11, 2018

March
5 Music Alive - Intermediate Band
6 8:45-9:45 French Culture
presentation for grades 4-8 in the
gym
7 School Wide Team Building Event
9 Staff vs Student Basketball
9 Spirit Day: Wacky Hair day
12-16 MARCH BREAK
21 Grade 4 Scientist in the School
26 Character assembly
8:35 4-8
9:10 K-3
29 Grade 7-8 presentation in gym
Crime Stoppers
30 Good Friday - No School - Diamond
Day

Upcoming Dates
at DRBPS: April
2 Easter Monday - No School Diamond Day
19 Self Defence Night - 6:30 pm.

Candy Gram Sales were Sweet
The Grade 8s sold hundreds of candy gram lollipops to DRB students between
January 22 and February 9 for Valentine’s Day. Many nice messages were sent to
friends and staff. It was great to see the delight of students’ faces as they received
their treats.
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School Council News

3

Character Trait Focus: Fairness
When we teach fairness we need to focus on how our actions will
be perceived by others. To help children learn about being fair, it is
important for them to think about the following questions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do I treat others the way I want to be treated?
Do I treat others impartially and without bias?
Do I consider the feelings of all people who will be
affected by my actions?
Am I open to new ideas and reasonable in my
expectations?
Do I play by the rules?
Do I try to take advantage of the situation or of
others?

As children and adults process these questions
together, it creates an opportunity to discuss what
fairness is and what kind of society we want to live in.
Children will learn this trait as they come to understand
how their actions and attitudes towards fairness affects others.
Here are some activities to help teach fairness:
Ponder This…
• Write this quote on the board: “It is not fair to ask of others
what you are not willing to do yourself.” - Eleanor Roosevelt
• Discuss with your child the meaning of this quote by a former
First Lady who dedicated her life to improving the quality of
people’s lives around the world.
• Have your child brainstorm situations they see as unfair and then
come up with some solutions together.
• If time permits, help your child write their own quote about
justice and fairness to post on the fridge. For example, “Always be
fair and square”.
The Fair Eggs-Periment
Materials
• Clear drinking glass filled
with one cup of water
• Fresh egg
• ¼ Cup Salt
• Tablespoon

Instructions
1. Carefully place the egg in the glass of water. Tell your kids that the
egg (You may want to give it a name) represents someone who
is not being treated fairly. The egg sinking to
the bottom represents how someone who
is left out or mistreated would feel - sad,
depressed, defeated, unappreciated, and
unloved.
2.
Remove the egg from the water and set
it aside.
3.
Add salt to the water one tablespoon
at a time. Stir in each spoonful and explain
that the salt represents different ways they
can show fairness towards others. Ask your
child to give examples of showing fairness
(Following the rules when playing a game,
taking turns, sharing, treating others with
honesty and respect, taking action to help
when someone is being treated unfairly, etc).
4. After you have added all of the salt, put the egg back in the water
and it will now float!
5. Explain that now the egg is being supported with kindness and
“held up” by the fairness and acceptance of others.
Always remember, the best way to teach your child fairness is be a
good role model and teach by example.
Some children’s books that you might want to explore at your local
library with your child that include lessons on fairness are: “That’s
not fair, Hare!” by Julie Sykes; “Playing the Game” by Kate Petty and
Charlotte Firmin; and “It’s Mine” by Leo Lionni. Read the stories and
discuss if the characters are playing fairly and by the rules. Talk about
stories with your children as you read them together.
Sources:
http://www.yessafechoices.org/parents/character-educationcorner/fairness
h t t p : / / m s u e . a n r. m s u . e d u / n e w s / t e a c h i n g _ f a i r n e s s _ t o _
preschoolers_is_one_more_way_to_build_character

Are You Planning on Moving?
In planning for next year’s classes, it is most helpful to know if your child or children will be attending another school in September 2018 (high
school not included). If your child(ren) will not be returning, please complete and return to your child’s teacher. If your child currently attends
Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. and you have moved out of the school’s attendance area, please contact Mrs. Taylor at the school office. Mrs. Taylor will
advise you on how to make arrangements for your child’s September placement at their new school.

"
Student Name: _____________________________________________ will not be returning to Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S. in September 2017.
Next School: _______________________________________________
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Town Hall Meetings
Contribute to Strategic Planning at YRDSB
- Upcoming Town Halls
York Region District School Board is revisioning its Multi-Year Plan
(MYP) and Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement and
Well-being. The Board of Trustees is responsible for setting the
strategic direction of public education in York Region public schools.
The MYP incorporates the direction established by the Trustees with
feedback received from all stakeholders, and will inform decision
making at the Board in the years to come. Town halls will be taking
place across the region and feedback collected from families and
community members will inform the creation of a new MYP. Your
voice is important and your input and feedback will help York Region
District School Board support student achievement and well-being.
There will also be other opportunities, including a survey available in
April, to share your thoughts if you are unable to attend a town hall.

Save the Date!
TOWN HALL DATES AND TIMES
Monday, April 16, 2018
7 - 9 p.m.
Wednesday, April 18, 2018
6 - 9 p.m.
Sunday, April 22, 2018
2 - 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 25, 2018
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 28, 2018
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

LOCATIONS
Keswick High School
100 Biscayne Blvd., Keswick
Markville Secondary School
1000 Carlton Rd., Markham
Sir William Mulock Secondary
School
705 Columbus Way, Newmarket
Maple High School
50 Springside Rd., Maple
Bayview Secondary School
10077 Bayview Ave., Richmond
Hill
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In Orbit
Arts Performance: The
Evolution of B-Boying
On February 9, the Arts Performance: the Evolution of B-Boying
showed students from Grades 4 to 6 how Hip Hop dance evolved
from the 1970’s, 1980’s through to the 2000’s. Students saw break
dancing and dance battles to show how this dance form continues
to change as dancers push themselves to new levels of creativity.
Students and teachers had a chance to show awesome dance moves
and poses.

Grade 4s Learning about Global Citizenship
The Grade 4 students in Ms. Belanger’s class have been learning
about Canada and being a Global Citizen in Social Studies. Students
wrote and designed their post cards about Maple and sent them to
27 different classes across Canada. These postcards were to inform
other students from cities and towns in Canada about why we are

proud to live where we do. The class has received a few postcards
back from a few places including British Columbia, Saskatchewan,
Quebec and a few from Ontario too. It is a great way to learn about
Canada, practice letter writing and how the mail system works!
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Grade 6’s Making French Fun with Card Beards
The Grade 6’s had a fun-filled contest to see which team could
create the best beard for our French Culture unit. One of the festivals
includes a beard-growing contest, so we thought we’d try out our

version et voila! They had to ask for more supplies using our French
sentence starter and some French vocab.
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Bondar Spirit!
Bondar Intermediate Band Plays
at Raptors 905 Game
On February 21, the intermediate band of DRBPS went to the Raptors
905 basketball game at the Hershey Centre to perform O Canada and
the American anthem. It was great fun for both the band and the
DRB students who were able to participate in the 5 on 5 game and to
High Five the players as they entered the court. Families at Bondar
had a great time watching the game and to see the Raptors 905 win

against the Erie Bayhawks 94 - 104.
Thank you to Mrs.Taylor for organizing all the tickets and buses and
Ms. Mandel for leading the band and making arrangements. Thanks
to Ms. Belanger, Ms. Canton, Ms. Phan, and Mr. Yoon for supervising
and Ms. Howes and Ms. Walker-Rosewood for being supportive.
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Junior Co-Ed Volleyball
On January 29th the Junior Co-Ed Volleyball team travelled to
Vaughan Secondary School to participate in the Area and Area finals
tournament. It was a very exciting day with some amazing rallies and
excellent serves. The team made it to the quarter finals but lost by
a few points to the 1st place team. Thank you for all your hardwork

and dedication this season. Your coaches (Ms. Murdoch and Ms.
Freestone) and your school are very proud of you! Congratulations
to: Emma, Daniel, Noya, Jalal, Nicholas, Colin, Sophie, Brooke, Jordan,
Ethan, Tyler, Dorian, Laura and Kristina! Go Rockets!

Boys Intermediate Basketball
Congratulations to the boys intermediate basketball team for a
successful season in 2017-18. Despite not having as many exhibition
games due to scheduling issues, the team battled hard in the area
tournament at Maple Creek P.S. and made it to the semi-finals. The
second game of the tournament was where the team really came
together and showed their true character. The team was down by
two points with just seconds left, when Nathaniel scored a dramatic,
buzzer-beating, game-tying shot to send the game to overtime.
In overtime, after being knocked down to the floor and having

difficulty getting back to his feet, Orlando sunk two free throws to
seal the victory and help the team advance to the semi-finals. The
team battled hard in the semis, but unfortunately was a little over
matched by a tall squad from Herbert H. Carnegie P.S.
Congratulations to all members of the team for all their hard work
and effort in practices and games, and a special thanks to Mr. Dais
and Mr. Greenstein for all their hard work coaching the team this year.
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Library Corner
The month of February has been a busy month in the school Library
with book launches, Valentine’s Day, 100th Day of School, Chinese
New Year and celebrating Black History. We are fortunate at DRBPS
to have a great selection of books about all these topics.

Forest of Reading at Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S.
This month the library launched the Forest of Reading program: Blue
Spruce Reading program for Grades 1 & 2. A special book launch
was organized for the Grade 1 classes and the Grade 2 classes. Ms
Howes read Milo and Georgie by Bree Bisaillon to the Grade 1 classes
and Ms. Walker-Rosewood read The Branch by Mireille Messier. All

classes will read 10 picture books that feature Canadian author and
illustrators. In April the classes will vote on their favourite author.
The votes will be submitted to a nationwide vote and the author
wins an award!
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Free Parent Presentations – March 2018
For parents of children birth to 12 years of age

All parents and caregivers are invited to join us to learn and share
Triple P Positive Parenting: Raising Confident and Competent Children
 Encouraging respect and cooperating
 Learning to be independent
 Learning how to develop healthy self-esteem
 Learning how to be good problem solvers
Monday, March 5, 2018
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Bayview Glen Public School, 43 Limcombe Drive, Markham L3T 2V5
Triple P Positive Parenting: Raising Resilient Children
 Recognize and accept feelings
 Express their feelings appropriately
 Build positive feelings
 Deal with negative feelings
 Deal with upsetting or stressful life events
Thursday March 8, 2018
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
German Mills Public School, 61 Simonston Blvd, Markham, ON L3T 4R5
Wednesday March 21, 2018

6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Forest Run Public School, 200 Forest Run Blvd, Concord L4K 5H3

Thursday, March 22, 2018
6:30 pm. – 8:30 p.m.
Blue Willow Public School, 250 Blue Willow Dr., Woodbridge L4L 9E1
Wednesday, March 28, 2018
6:30 pm. – 8:30 p.m.
Glenn Gould Public School, 675 Vellore Park Ave, Woodbridge L4H 0G5

Refreshments and Free Childcare will be available
To register please contact by email or phone and specify the workshop/s you will be
attending:
Oksana Majaski, Community & Partnership Developer
Oksana.majaski@yrdsb.ca or 416-568-2252
These presentations are brought to you in partnership with Blue Hills Child and Family Centre
and York Region District School Board.
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Looking for summer learning and fun activities for students entering
Senior Kindergarten to Grade 8? Summer Institute offers academic,
recreational and athletic programs and activities with intentional
links to the Ontario Curriculum.
The program runs for six weeks during July and August. It is offered
at 11 school sites around York Region.
For more information on dates, programs and locations, please visit
the Summer Institute page on www.yrdsb.ca.
Registration opens March 7. Families can now register online, as well
as in person or by mail.
Base Registration Weekly Fees:
York Region District School Board students:
$105 (4 day weeks)
$120 (5 day weeks)
Non- York Region District School Board students:
$130 (4 day weeks)
$155 (5 day weeks)
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A Message from the Healthy Schools
Committee
MARCH is here and we’re ready to focus on our NUTRITION! Since the month of March is officially
Nutrition Month, Bondar will once again be participating in our weekly campaign focusing on
specific lunch and snack initiatives. They are as follows:
Crunch n’ Munch Mondays
Parents are encouraged to prepare healthy snacks that pack a healthy CRUNCH. Some ideas are
roasted chickpeas, kale chips, pumpkin and sunflower seeds, and veggies like carrots, celery,
broccoli, cucumbers, fennel, or peppers.
Whole Grain Wednesdays
WHOLE GRAINS are important sources of dietary fiber, B vitamins, and minerals and should
be a part of our daily food intake. Some snack ideas include whole grain cereal, whole grain
crackers, brown rice cakes, popcorn, and oatmeal.
Feel Good Fridays
Fridays will be dedicated to FEELING GOOD about ourselves and focusing on our mental health.
Students and staff are encouraged to get more sleep, connect with others, and practice healthy
thinking.
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