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Curriculum Night  

On Thursday, September 26th, we held our Curriculum Night.  Parents had an opportunity to meet 

their children’s teachers and the teachers discussed the curriculum and programming in their 

classrooms.  They also distributed two parent guides entitled, “Doing Mathematics with Your Child” 

and “Reading and Writing with Your Child”.  Teachers discussed these documents with parents and 

many parents had the opportunity to do some inquiry-based mathematics with their children!  If 

you did not receive these parent guides, please contact your child’s teacher.  We also have these 

guides translated in a variety of languages.  In addition, if you were unable to attend curriculum 

night, please feel free to call your child’s teacher to discuss your child’s program in more detail.  Thank you to all those parents who 

were able to attend.  Your  partnership is very much valued and appreciated! 

E.J. Sand Public School EQAO Provincial Assessment Results for 2012-2013 

EQAO assessment results are just one of the many tools to student assessment.  Regular assessments conducted in the classroom 

remain the fundamental method of assessing and supporting students in their learning.  These results are a “snapshot” of      

achievement and should be considered alongside school based information.  EQAO assessment data is one data set that is utilized to 

support our School Plan for Continuous Improvement.  During our next School Council Meeting, we will spend some time examining 

these results.   
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2013-2014 School Council Executive     

Our new School Council has been formed for this school 

year.  We are looking forward to another productive year 

at E.J. Sand. 

Chair:       Barbara Elliott 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Vanessa Cortes, (Back-up: Daila 

 Webster and Cathy Neilson)   

Other Members:  Ghada Ibrahim, Tatsiana Khobets,  and 

 Shari Franklin  

School Reps:  Michael Stergios and Sherma Sawh 

 

Meetings are scheduled for : 

 Wednesday, September 18, 2013: First Meeting 

 Tuesday, October 22, 2013:  Second Meeting 

 Tuesday, December 3, 2013:  Third Meeting 

 Tuesday, February 4, 2014:  Fourth Meeting 

 Tuesday, April 1, 2014:   Fifth Meeting 

 Tuesday, May 13, 2014:  Final Meeting 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

 Halloween Message 

Each year, students from across York      

Region celebrate the long-standing         

tradition of Halloween.  A reminder to all 

parents and guardians that students     

celebrating this occasion in costume at 

school must comply with the York Region 

District School Board Safe and Supportive 

Schools Policy # 668.0:  “Costume       

accessories  including, but not limited to, 

toy guns, knives, axes, swords, etc. are 

in non-compliance with York Region    

District School Board’s Safe and       

Supportive Schools Policy.”   

Please note that this policy applies to all 

students at all levels, including                 

Kindergarten. 

Staff have reminded students that they 

cannot bring to school any toy costume 

accessories listed above as part of their 

Halloween costume.  We trust that this   

reminder to you, as   parents, will assist in 

preventing problems and promoting        

compliance regarding this section of our 

Safe and Supportive Schools Policy. 

Terry Fox Walk 

To commemorate the anniversary of Terry Fox’s      

Marathon of Hope, we started the morning of Thursday, 

September 26th by watching a video about Terry Fox    

during our Character Matters Assembly.  After lunch, E.J. 

Sand P.S. participated in a school-wide walk around the E.J. 

Sand community, wearing tattoos and stickers!   It was a 

great afternoon and the weather was perfect!  A special 

thank you to the parents and friends that joined us for the 

walk.  In the spirit of the Marathon of Hope, every home-

room also participated in a Terry Fox door decorating    

contest.  Throughout the month of September, we         

collected “TOONIES FOR TERRY” and all proceeds will be 

donated to The Terry Fox Foundation.   To date we have 

raised $$489.06 

 

Thank you for  your support!  A 

special thank you goes out to 

Ms. Gallo and Ms. Zaiontz for       

organizing this very important 

event! 



LIBRARY NEWS 

All classes have now completed orientation sessions in the library and open book exchanges have begun for this year.  

Just a reminder to everyone that students can search our school’s library catalogue from home using the following url: 

www.ejsand.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/Library/ 

Our students can also access Bookflix, an online literacy resource that pairs up classic fictional video storybooks from 

Weston Woods with related non-fiction eBooks from Scholastic, from their home computers.  To use this program, 

simply go to http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php.  To login, enter the user name dsbyork and password 

dsby7692. 

Thank you to Mrs. Tommasini and Mrs. Papas who have already donated some gently used books to our library.  We do 

accept donations from students, staff and the community, with any books that we do not add to the collection being 

passed on to teachers for use in their classroom libraries. 

In addition to the Forest of Reading Programs that begin January for students in Grades 3 through 8, we will also be 

offering Intermediate (Grade 7 and 8) students the opportunity to participate in an additional Book Club that is 

scheduled to begin in October. The book that participating students in this club will be reading is titled The Girl Who 
Gave Her Wish Away.   It is the inspiring true story of a young girl from Hamilton named Maddie Babineau.  Any     

Intermediate students who wish to join, but did not receive a copy of the information letter about this program, 

should see Ms. Lundell. 

On a final note, any parents who are available and interested in volunteering are always welcome in our library.  Please 

feel free to contact Ms. Lundell at 905-889-2753 (extension 106) to discuss this further. 

 

Mrs. Tommasini’s and Mrs. Lamba’s JK/SK Class 

Our class has been very busy settling into new routines and making new friends.   Our focus is learning to be               

independent, working and playing with each other appropriately and learning to follow classroom rules.  In Language, we 

have read new poems and practised some favourite songs, such as Wheels on the Bus and Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.   

We are busy learning and reviewing our alphabet letter names and sounds, and building our sight word vocabulary (e.g., 

the, see, like).  In Math we have had fun sorting all sorts of items, from socks to rubber bugs.  We practice our sorting 

abilities at our centres, whether it is sorting kitchen items in our House Centre, or cleaning up our bin toys. 

Our first inquiry was centred on Birthdays.  In our House Centre we have birthday cakes, and we wrote our very own 

birthday cake recipe.  We even sang Happy Birthday to the whole class!   

The cold weather has sparked our new inquiry.  One day, Addison was asking Mrs. Lamba if it was Fall.  Mrs. Lamba, 

asked “What do you think?”  The children looked around and noticed that some of the leaves were starting to change 

colour.  We are looking forward to discovering what other changes occur during the Autumn season.  

            
           Our recipe for a birthday cake.                                           The Birthday Cakes at the House Centre 

http://www.ejsand.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/Library/
http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php


School Fees and Enhancements  

Given the new fee guidelines from the Ministry of Education, there will be a change in the ability of schools to collect 

fees from students. Schools currently charge fees for supplies related to coursework. The new guidelines do not allow 

these fees to be charged, however, they do allow fees for enhanced materials that are voluntary enrichments for     

students beyond what is necessary to meet the curriculum expectations. These enhancements, which would also       

generally include field trips, are optional. As always, the York Region District School Board will continue to deliver high    

quality programs and remains committed to equity and excellence in education for all students.   

Safety Week:  September 30th to October 4th:   Events 

At E.J. Sand Public School the following activities are occurring during the week of Safety Week: 

·        School Bus Evacuation Program –Wednesday, October 2nd, from 9:00 to 12:30 

·        Second Fire Drill – Friday, October 4th at 12:20 

·        First Lockdown-Friday, October 4th at 2:00 

Personal Safety: 

In addition, it’s time to remind children about being safe in our community. 

With the start of another school year, it’s a good time for parents to remind children about personal safety.   

Here's what children need to know: 

 Their name, age, telephone number, address, city and province.  This can be done through rhyme or song. 

 How to contact their parents at any time, by memorizing cell or work numbers. 

 How and under what circumstances to call 911. 

 To never approach or enter a stranger's vehicle.  A responsible adult would never ask a child for directions or any other     
 question for that matter. 

 Make sure they know they have a right to say "no" to an adult, especially when the adult is asking them to do something they 
 have been taught is wrong or feels uncomfortable.  Reminding children of this right is important because children are 
 taught from a young age to respect adults. 

 To always tell parents where they will be and to never enter someone's home without their parent's permission. 

 If home alone, never admit it when answering the phone. Never answer a knock at the door or speak through it.  Adults can be 
 very persuasive.  Teach your child to call you if there is a knock at the door and if they fear for their safety, teach them 
 to call 911.  Make sure they know that police officers are there to help them and would not get mad if it were a false 
 alarm. 

 If they think they are being followed or are in danger they should run home or to a public place.  If someone grabs them, they 
 should try to get away, yelling and screaming while doing so. 

It is important to play in safe areas, never take shortcuts and stick with a buddy whenever possible. 

It is never too early or too late to teach children the importance of personal safety.  Common sense, communication and consis-

tency are the keys. Remind children to alert a responsible adult if something strange happens that makes them feel uncomfort-

able. Remember, crime prevention is everyone's responsibility. 

For more information on this subject, visit www.yrp.ca. 

It’s time to remind children about walking to school safe! 

This is a good time for parents to remind their children about pedestrian safety. York Regional Police has provided the following 

safety tips on their website to help keep students safe on their way to and from school:  

 Walk on available sidewalks  

 Always cross at intersections  

 Obey crossing guards  

 Stop before stepping into roadway  

 Be visible and indicate crossing intentions  

 Look and listen for traffic in all directions  

 Make eye contact with drivers  

 Cross safely when the roadway is clear  

 Walk. Do not run or cycle across roads 

 If possible use the buddy system  

For more information, visit www.yrp.ca. 

Also, during the week of September 23rd, parents      

received a variety of pamphlets from the Public Health 

Department on Road Safety (List of pamphlets below).  

Please review this information with your children. 

         How to Cross the Street Safely 

                         School Zone Safety Tips 

                         Operation ABC 

                         Kids are unpredictable 

                         Kids on wheels 

                         Scooter and Skateboard Safety  

http://www.yrp.ca
http://www.yrp.ca


 








