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Principal’s Message
(***Please note that the important dates to be remembered are now found on the calendar page at the end of each month’s
newsletter.***)
The month of May is filled with wonderful opportunities for our students and parents here at EFPS. Among them is our Welcome to
Kindergarten Night, which is going to be on May 14th @ 6:00. We are also having our Spring Arts night on Wednesday May 21st @
6:30, information on both of these events will be sent home shortly. Our junior boys and girls basketball teams have also been busy at our
area tournaments representing Fairclough well!! Way to go teams!!
We also celebrated Earth Day, as did many families in our community, and saw the difference we can make by thinking about what we
recycle!
Starting this week we have two new parent programs at EFPS. On Fridays @ 12:30 we will be having the Moms and Tots program.
This is a program to provide our Pre-JK families with school readiness skills. We will also be having an Adult/Senior wellness
program on Tuesdays @12:30. This is a program that will provide exercises, mind stimulating activities and many other recreational
opportunities for our community members. If you would like any further information on these programs please contact the school office
@ 905.294.9455.
We are also preparing for next school year! In helping us to do that we are asking families to begin to let us know if they are planning on
moving. This will allow us to create the best school organization possible for September.
In closing, we have decided to hold our next Parent Council Meeting on Wednesday May 14th @ 5:30. Please mark your calendars!
As we move into spring , it is a perfect time to reflect on our goals and strive for success! We want to, as always, thank our Fairclough
Community for making EFPS such a wonderful place to be!!!
Your partner in education,
Mohamed Hamid

Kindergarten Registration
Registration for September 2014 kindergarten students has begun. Children born in 2010 are eligible for junior
kindergarten this September 2014. Children born in 2009 and are currently attending public school are eligible for
senior kindergarten in September 2014.
Documents that are required for registration are as follows:
Proof of child’s age - Birth Certificate, if born in Canada.
- Passport, P.R Card of the child and parents if born outside of Canada.
Proof of Residency :
If you own:
 Purchase Agreement
 Town of Markham Tax Bill
If you rent:
 Landlord/Tennant Lease Agreement
Applications cannot be accepted without these documents . For further information please call the school.
******************** Please note that hand written letters will not be accepted *******************

Our preparations for the 2014 – 2015 school year are underway, and our success depends on accurate
projections of the school population. If you are moving out of our school area, please complete the form
below and return it to the school as soon as possible or contact the office and let us know the information
requested below.
My child(ren)___________________________________________________________________(name(s)),
who is/are in currently grade(s) ______________ will not be attending Ellen Fairclough Public School in
September 2014, We will be moving to __________________________________ (please provide name of new school if
known).

We are Cooking…!
Sixteen of our Grade 6, 7 and 8 students have completed the“You’re the Chef” program at Ellen Fairclough P.S. as part of
promoting a Healthy School environment. “You’re the Chef” helps develop the skills and confidence for students to prepare
healthy and tasty recipes emphasizing vegetables and fruit. Students participated once a week for three weeks. By the end of
YTC, students were able to:
• Practice safe food-handling and basic kitchen safety
• Prepare healthy recipes
• Understand Canada’s Food
• Learn different ways to include vegetables and fruits in meals and snacks
For more information about healthy eating, visit the links below:
York Region Healthy Schools Program
www.york.ca/healthyschools
Here is a picture of some of our wonderful graduates!

Community Drop in:
Parents, grandparents and guardians are invited to drop in on Thursday afternoons from 2:15-2:45 p.m. in the staffroom.
Come for a cup of tea and talk about the issues that are important to you and your children. Many great resources are
available to borrow including:

Parent Field Trip to Markham Public Library
On Wednesday, April 9th. eleven kindergarten parents enjoyed visiting the Markham Village library at the corner of
Markham Road and Hwy #7. We had a guided tour with a librarian to learn about the book collection, technology and all the
resources for supporting children’s education. We found out that the library has study rooms for older students and that they
even have a fireplace for sitting and enjoying a good book. The library provides reading buddies to help your child practice
their reading. Your child will receive a free book when the program is completed. Contact the library at
www.markhampubliclibrary.ca or Mrs. Heather Lowry at Ellen Fairclough P.S.for more information.

Armadale Summer Institute
Ride the summer adventure with us!

During the literacy block, students are engaged in fun and enriching learning
activities that address reading, writing, media and oral communication
expectations from the Ministry of Education curriculum documents under the
supervision of YRDSB Teachers and Administrators.

During the activity block, students are engaged in purposeful, intentional learning
which is embedded within the following electives:














Actor’s studio
Ball Hockey
Comic Book Wizard
Cricket
DigiArt
Field Invaders
Music Mix
Naturally Curious
Racquet Sports
Ready, Set, Cook
Rock Hounds
Simple Machines
Soccer








Sportacular Fun
Street Ball
Tech World
Ultimate Frisbee
Visual Arts
Wacky Science World

Contact Information:
Armadale Public School
Phone: 1-877-280-8180 ext. 240 (before June 30)
Phone: (905) 472-4050 (after June 30)
Email: armadalesi@yrdsb.edu.on.ca

Weekly out trips for

Clubhouse &

Words Alive students at no additional cost!
Weekly Outdoor Education trips will
be taken to Bruce’s Mill!

Cost for YRDSB student:

$115
per
week

Library Resource Centre News
We are celebrating the arrival of spring. There are great books to celebrate the season.
The Ontario Library Reading Programs are continuing at Ellen Fairclough. All of our students in Kindergarten and Grades 1, 2 and
3 are reading the ten nominated picture books for the Blue Spruce Award. All voting for Silver Birch and Red Maple took place on
April 29th. It will be exciting to see which books win! Ask your children the title of the book they will be voting for next month!
Our Grade Two classes explored climate in different parts of the world. While working in the Library Resource Centre, they used
maps, books and checked the Weather Network online to support their learning. Mr. Anthony Farnell, chief weather meteorologist
from Global Television spent the afternoon sharing information related to climate, as well as answered the students’ questions. We
also made the evening news that night!
In May, the students in Grades Four, Five and Six will be preparing for an author visit on May 28 th. Canadian author, Kevin
Sylvester will be visiting our school to work with these students. Mr. Sylvester is the author of the Neil Flambe mystery novel
series. He has also written many non-fiction books on a variety of topics, his most popular being related to interesting sports trivia.

Roots of Empathy
Well another wonderful Roots of Empathy year has passed and our Ivy and Kyla are now 1 year old and Ms. Yiu has returned to
work. The grandparents look after the babies so they are getting the best of care. This has been a wonderful year and I am looking
forward to next year and running another Roots of Empathy program. Thank you so much to Ms. Yiu and family for volunteering to
do the roots program.
Ms. Neal

On April 10, 2014 the Community Classes travelled downtown to the Abilities Arts Festival. It is a production that is
dedicated to the advancement of artists with disabilities. The students really enjoyed the performance by Luca Patuelli who is a world
famous break dancer who was born with a birth defect that affected his bone structure and joint movement. He founded an
organization whose focus is on empowering youth. The important message we all learned was
"No Excuses....No Limits".
Ms. Robb
Mrs. Wascher

Eco School Update

On January 28th, 2014 the Eco team conducted its first waste audit to calculate how much waste the average Ellen Fairclough student
creates in one year.
What did we do?
During the lunch hour, we collected garbage bags and recycling bags and measured the weight of each bag. Then we monitored our
waste for the rest of the months and encouraged our school community to reduce it through bulletin board displays, announcements,
and our weekly spot checks. On April 15th, 2014 we conducted a second waste audit to determine if we had reduced our waste.
Here are the results:
Our first audit: The average EFPS student creates 4.65 kg of garbage waste per year and 17.5 kg of recycling waste per year.
Our second audit: The average EFPS student creates 2.21 kg of garbage waste per year and 7.89 kg of recycling waste per year.
Way to go Falcon! There was a significant decrease in our waste!! Based on these results, we calculated our waste diversion rate. This
is the amount of waste that was diverted from going into a landfill. EFPS stopped 78% of our waste from ending up in a landfill.
Please continue to encourage your child to use reusable containers for snacks and lunches. It is also important to make sure you are
sorting your waste into the correct bins. These small actions can have a big impact on our environment.
A big thank you to the members of the Eco team.
Maha, Samanthi, Sonia, Nadia, Harry, Zain, Angela, Meghan, Gulkaran, Aksh, Vishw, Harrish, Ali, Varna, Ms. Dolabjian,
Mrs. Kangal and Mrs. D’souza

May 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2
Gr. 6 VIP

Sat
3

10

4

5
Air Project Intermediate Classes

6

7
Pizza Lunch

8
SK/J/K
Forsythe Farms

9

11

12

13
Fire Safety End
of year.
Grade 8's to MCI

14
Welcome to
Kindergarten
Evening.
Grade 8's to
Markham Theatre
Parent Council
meeting @5:30

15

16
Area Badminton
Tournament

17

18

19
Victoria Day

20
Monday
Schedule

21
Spring Concert

22
J/I Track and
Field day

23
Gr.4’s trip to
Medievalesh
Times

24

25

26
Rain date for
J/I Track and
Field Day

27

28
Kevin Sylvester
Visit Gr.4-6

29
EQAO Day 2

30
EQAO Day 3

31

EQAO Day 1

