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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE                                      
 

 
Cell Phones at School 
 
Cell phones have become pervasive in our culture and in most cases can make our lives much easier.   In 
schools cell phones can be a fountain of great information but also a distraction.   Some of our teachers have 
begun to use them as a research tool incorporating them into their lesson plans.  
 
We know however that students can also be easily distracted by their phones, text messages and twitter 
updates.   Our staff works very hard to teach students the balance between cell phone as a tool and cell  
phone as a distraction.   One of the challenges we seem to be facing in is parent’s texting and calling their 
children during class time.   
 
This puts your child and the teacher in an awkward position and can be quite disrupting to other students.   
It also makes it much more difficult to teach students to put their screen devices down and focus on a lesson 
when “my dad just texted me and I have to respond.” 
 
We appreciate your support and would like to ask you to please not text/call your children during class time 
(8:10-11:50 and then from 11:50-2:25.)   
 
In the unfortunate event it is an emergency please contact the front office.  We can retrieve your child from 
class in such a case and have them call you.    

 
Sincerely, 
 
Paolo Burzese 
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GUIDANCE AND CAREER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 

 

The Guidance and Career Education E-Bulletin can now be found under the Guidance link of the ECSS 
website.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dates at a Glance! 

Oct 15 Academic Awards Celebration  
(Period 4) 

Oct 17 Lakehead Presentation  

Oct 27 PA DAY  

Nov 5 Take Our Kids To Work Day 
(Grade 9) 
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Take Our Kids to Work 
 

On Wednesday, November 5, 2014, Grade 9 students across Canada will spend the day at  
work job shadowing a parent, relative, friend or volunteer host.  At ECSS, we encourage ALL Grade 
9 students to make connections with the workplace by participating in Take Our Kids to Work™.   

  

Take Our Kids to Work™ is sponsored by the Learning Partnership, a non-profit organization of 
business people, educators and community leaders, and is supported by the York Region District 
School Board and Ministry of Education.  

  

 The program gives students a chance to:  

 share a day with a significant adult and develop a closer relationship  
 see a parent in a different role  
 understand what people do to earn a living and support a family 
 clarify goals for the future so they can choose the appropriate school courses  

 

On October 14th, Grade 9 students will receive information packages about Take Our Kids to  
Work from one of their teachers.  In the meantime, they can start looking for a suitable placement 
for the day! 

  

For more information, visit http://www.thelearningpartnership.ca/TOKW .  
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