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Principal’s Message…. 

 

As we approach the end of the 2016 calendar year, we take time to reflect upon Glen Shield’s community successes and its dedication to im-
proving student achievement and well-being. We are blessed to be working alongside a tremendously supportive community. Your contributions 
to the school curricular and co-curricular programs have been overwhelming.  A special thank you to all our volunteers, students, parents, and 
staff for supporting this very successful year. Thank you to all parents who attended the parent-teacher conferences. Communication between 
home and school is an essential element of student success. We appreciate your ongoing involvement in your child’s education, the time you 
have spent communicating through the agendas and the conversations you have with staff. We look forward to strengthening our partnership in 
the upcoming year. We would also like to thank parents for their ongoing support at home. Helping with homework assignments and discussing 
your child's school day provides opportunity for support and positive reinforcement. Furthermore, it provides parents an opportunity to exercise 
strategies used at school to reinforce key concepts.  Finally, on behalf of our entire staff, may your family enjoy the peace and joy of the upcom-
ing holiday season. The holidays are a terrific opportunity for our students to enjoy the greatness of our Canadian winter. Encourage your chil-
dren to play outside, skate, toboggan or simply play in the snow. And while indoors, take the time to play board or card games with your children. 
Games that involve strategic thinking enhance critical thinking skills and provide invaluable family time where you can share in the gifts that each 
of your children bring to the Glen Shields community every day. Have a safe and happy holiday! 

 

A. Medina                           F. Derakshande 

Principal                              Vice-Principal 

School Day 

Organization 

 

Office hours are from 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

It is important to        
remember that regular 
and prompt attendance 
at school is important in 
achieving success at 
school. Your help in 
ensuring that your child 
is on time is greatly ap-
preciated.  We also ask 
that where possible,   
appointments be    
scheduled outside the 
school day. If your child 
is going to be absent, please call the school to report your 
child’s absence in advance. Thank You! 

Period Times 

Entry 8:55 a.m. 

Period 1 9:00-9:40 a.m. 

Period 2 9:40-10:20 a.m. 

Period 3 10:20-11:00 a.m. 

Recess 11:00-11:20 a.m. 

Period 4 11:20 -12:00 p.m. 

Period 5 12:00-12:40 p.m. 

Lunch 12:40-1:00 p.m. 

Recess 1:00-1:40 p.m. 

Period 6 1:40-2:20 p.m. 

Period 7 2:20-3:00 p.m. 

Period 8 3:00-3:20 p.m. 

Dismissal 3:20 p.m. 

Important Dates 

 

 Winter Break Dec. 26 -

Jan. 6 

 Class resumes Jan 9 

 P.A Day Jan 20  

 Meningococcal vaccine 

- grade 7 Jan 26 

Stay up-to-date! 

Remember to stay up to date 

with announcements, school 

events and other exciting 

school news by visiting us at 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/gl

enshields.ps/Pages/default.asp

x. You can also follow Glen 

Shields PS on twitter 

@glenshieldsps.  

 

Attendance/Absence line 

(905) 738-0333, Option #5 

24 hours a day! 

Immunization information…. 

If parents/guardians or students receive a letter from York Region Public Health requesting immunization information, here’s what to do: 

Update York Region Public Health on your child’s immunization status in one of the following ways: 

Online at https://eimmunization.york.ca 

 Fax documents to 905-895-6066 or 1-866-258-2026 

 Mail immunization information to Immunization Services, Box 147, Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1 

 Call York Region Public Health at 1-877-464-9675 ext. 73456 

https://eimmunization.york.ca/
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 Mr. sun’s grade  8 class Mr. Andrew’s grade 6/7 

class 

 
Grade 8 students designed and built models of a sustainable 

community with transportation, renewable energy, green space, 
water and waste management to conserve energy, water, and 

materials.  

 Artist’s Statement: 
 
Who is Daian? 
 
At first we wondered too. This project was born from a 
math inquiry question: What is average? 
 
The odyssey began with a census, where we used Census at 
Schools to determine characteristics of the members of our 
class. We collaborated to determine simple traits like hair 
colour, height, and favorite school subjects. We collected 
this information and compared it with other students around 
Canada. 
 
Taking this to the next level, we engineered our own survey 
question to be more specific to our tastes. After swimming 
around in a moderate amount of data, we started to “paint 
the picture” of an average student from the data we col-
lected. Quantitative data like height was found by using 
mean. Categorical traits like eye colour and ethnic back-
ground lent themselves well to using mode. 
 
This is where our inquiry got out of control. 
 
We decided to make a visual art installation to share our 
findings with the school community. This is Daian. The aver-
age student of Mr. Andrews’ class. Try to identify the many 
measures of “averageness”. From the CDs on the shelf, to 
style of sweatshirt, to favorite sports team, the picture be-
comes clear. Where do you think the name “Daian” came 
from? Could it possibly be from analysing our own names? 
 
Does this figure represent you? 
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Winter safety: Advice for parents and kids 

Winter is a great season for outdoor activities, such as sledding and skating. Cold weather, ice, and snow can be fun but also 
dangerous for children. The following tips will help parents and children enjoy winter activities safely.  

In general:  

 
 Children shouldn’t play outside alone. Establish a buddy system with one or more friends and have them look out for one 

another. Children younger than 8 years of age should always be supervised outside. Check every so often on older chil-

dren who are playing outdoors for a long time. 

 Check often to see that your child is warm and dry. Younger children should take regular breaks and come inside for a 

warm drink. 

 Never send children outside in extreme weather conditions such as snowstorms. 

 Do not send your child outside to play if the temperature or the windchill is reported as -27oC (-16oF) or lower. At these 

temperatures, exposed skin will begin to freeze. 

 Help children choose play areas with a warm shelter nearby (e.g., near home or a friend’s home).  

 Apply sunscreen to exposed skin, even when it’s cloudy. 

 

Clothing 

If your child’s feet and hands are warm, what they are wearing is usually good. If your child is dressed too warm, she 

could sweat and feel colder when she stops playing. 

 Dress your child in layers of clothing that can be put on and taken off easily.  

 Wear a hat because a lot of body heat is lost through the head. 

 Keep ears covered at all times to prevent frostbite. 

 Wear mittens instead of gloves so that fingers can be bunched together for warmth.  

 Wear warm, waterproof boots that are roomy enough for an extra pair of socks and to wiggle toes.  

 Remove drawstrings from clothing that could catch on climbing or play equipment.   Use Velcro or other snaps instead. 

 Use a neck warmer instead of a scarf, and mitten clips instead of a string to prevent choking. 

 Remove wet clothing and boots immediately after playing. 

 Infants being pulled in a sled need extra bundling. Because they aren't moving, they can't generate body heat the way a 

playing child can. 

     

http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/frostbite
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10 Tips to Help your Child with Homework 
 
Homework is an important part of learning. When you support your children's homework routine, you can help them 
do better at school. Here are some simple tips to help get the most out of their homework. 

1. A routine is good. Homework can be habit forming and that's good news for you and your child. Work out a 
homework schedule and make sure children adhere to it. It won't be long before homework is complete without your 
getting involved. 

2. Give space for homework. Distractions and homework don't mix. So do your best to create a bright and quiet 
space where your child can concentrate on schoolwork. Make sure it's away from distractions like TV, music and loud 

siblings. 

3. Practice makes perfect. Repetition reinforces learning. That's why it's helpful to have kids practice reading, writing and math with you every day. 
Ten to 15 minutes a day can work wonders, whether reading a favourite book together, or helping measure ingredients in the kitchen. 

4. "How was your day?" Every school day is an adventure. Kids will do and learn so much they'll be bursting to tell someone all about it. So take a 
few moments every day to chat about the school day—and be a good listener. 

5. Check in occasionally. When kids do their homework all alone, their concentration can often wander. Check in once in a while and see how it's 
going. Ask if there are any questions. Sometimes kids just need to talk about a homework problem to figure out the answer. 

6. Turn everyday activities into homework. Teachers give homework and so can you. Include children in everyday tasks and assign activities such 
as searching newspapers, reading recipes, creating shopping lists, plotting out routes on a map, etc. Small activities can often teach big lessons. 

7. Make kids proud of their effort. Getting the answers right is important, but it's only part of what homework is all about. Doing a thorough and 
neat job is important, too. Make it a habit to sit down and go over completed homework. Look at it together for thoroughness and overall quality of 
work. Always look for something positive. 

8. Motivate with applause. "Hey, you did a great job". Words like these have an amazing effect on children. Encouragement gives them confidence 
and makes them feel good about doing their best. At the end of every homework session, try letting your son or daughter know that you appreciate and 
admire the effort. 

9. Encourage curiosity and questions. Learning really begins when kids start asking questions. Who, what, where, when and why are magical words 
of discovery that make learning more interesting and fun. Give your children the confidence to ask for help if the homework is difficult or confusing. 

10. Know what's going on at school. Unfortunately, kids don't always tell parents everything. Make a point of staying in touch with teachers, espe-
cially if you have a question or concern. Let teachers know they can always call you if there is a problem. 

 

Questions to Ask Your Child About their Learning 

 What are you LEARNING?  Ensures that your child understands the learning target for the task. 

 What is the SUCCESS CRITERIA?  Ensures your child knows what is expected for them to achieve to standard for the task.    

 Where are you now?  Allows you to know if your child is able to engage in self-reflection and goal setting tied to the success criteria for the task.   

 

Bus Cancellation Notice 
With the winter weather upon us, school bus service may be cancelled due to inclement weather, extreme temperatures 

and/or poor road conditions in order to ensure the safety of students. In these cases, parents and students should develop alternate 
care/transportation arrangements. Since some bussing schedules begin by 7:00 a.m., cancellation decisions must be made by 6:00 a.m. to 
allow time to communicate this message to bus drivers. Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough consultation with the Safety 
Officers of school bus companies servicing York Region and are based on several factors including precipitation, air temperature, road condi-
tions, and the weather forecast. Please note that a decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide, meaning all school buses, vans, 
and taxis will not operate. However, individual school bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather may not be affecting all municipalities 
in York Region. School tests and/or examinations will be cancelled and rescheduled and any student trips involving the use of school buses will 
also be cancelled. Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport their children to and 
from school even if school bus service is cancelled. 

Parents, students, and school staff are asked to access major radio and television stations to receive bus cancellation infor-
mation. A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001, or by 
following the YRDSB on Twitter by 7:00 am. 

Hello GSPS families, 

We wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of you for contributing to our Dance-a-thon fundraiser!  

Due to several requests, we have extended the deadline for envelope submissions to Friday, December 23rd. 

We will count the donations and deliver raffle tickets the first week back after the break. 

The official draw for prizes will be held on Friday, January 13, 2017. 

Happy holidays! 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com



