
 
Hartman  

Public School 
130 River Ridge Boulevard, 

 Aurora, ON L4G 7T7  
(905)727-5938 

October  
2013 

 
Principal:   

Tim Dunn    
Vice Principal:   
Lorraine Doran  

 
School Office 
Assistants: 

Gigi Vanderveeken 
Chris Bailey 

 
Superintendent:  

Gayle Brocklebank-Vincent 
905-884-4477 

 
Trustee: 

Peter Adams-Luchowski 
905-727-0022 

 
School Website:  

www.hartman.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

FFrom the Administrative Team 
Dear Families, 
It is hard to believe that it is the month of October and that the first month of 
school has ended. Our staff and students have settled into their routines and 
continue to establish a sound understanding of the learning expectations at 
Hartman. 
 
In September, our students, families and staff participated in our annual Terry 
Fox event. The weather was fabulous and our spirits were high. We are so grateful 
for the support of our community once again. We surpassed our goal and raised 
over $5300 to support cancer research. 
 
We’d like to extend an invitation to parents to come out on October 3, to our 
“Meet the Teacher” open house and BBQ. Please take a moment to say hello to us 
either at the BBQ or later as you are touring your children’s classrooms. Our 
Hartman staff is dedicated to meeting the needs of each student in their care. 
And certainly, a strong relationship between the school and home is a proven 
benefit for student achievement and well-being. Over the course of the year, we 
encourage you to feel free to speak to your child’s teacher to discuss any concerns 
or questions that you may have. However, due to the public nature of this event, 
we request that you do not engage in a conversation about how your child is doing 
in class.   
 
Our first School Council meeting occurred on Sept. 25. It was extremely 
gratifying to see a large number of parents out for this. We have elected our 
executive: Wendy Preiano is returning as Chairperson, Chris House is our new 
treasurer and Janet Arnold is returning as our secretary. We currently have 17 
voting members on our council. Thank you to all for your commitment and 
dedication to student success and well-being at Hartman. Our next School Council 
meeting is October 16th at 6:30 pm. On the agenda for that evening are a number 
of school items including information on our school and Board results for EQAO. 
We welcome all members of the Hartman community to attend. Babysitting will be 
provided. We just ask that you contact the office to let us know how many 
children will be attending.  
 
The first fundraising event is already in the works and that is our QSP magazine 
program which officially launches on October 4. Fundraising done by the School 
Council benefits all students in the school. In the past, fundraising money has 
provided ground greening, the outdoor classroom and technology for the 
classrooms. 
 
At Hartman, we are continuing our focus on learning through the Arts, and on 
engaging our community in environmental and healthy initiatives. Students will be 
involved in the IWalk program in the months of October and November to 

encourage students and families to walk to school each day. Keep an eye out for the growing fall leaves on 
the IWalk Tree in the south hallway. Students add leaves when they walk to school.  
 
We are looking forward to a great month ahead! 
 
Your partners in education, 
Tim Dunn     Lorraine Doran 
Principal     Vice Principal 



 
 
 

Making a Difference @ Hartman 
The staff and students at Hartman are focusing on the many ways we can make a difference in our 

lives and the lives of others. 

Terry Fox Event 
Our Terry Fox Walk for kg – 8 students was held on Sept. 27. We were extremely lucky to have a beautiful 
day to take our walk out into the neighbourhood. We couldn’t have done this without the support of our 
parent volunteers who helped to supervise the students as they approached intersections. Thank you so much 
for taking the time to help out! 
  
Many thanks go to the parents and grandparents who joined us for our walk, as well. 
 
Through the efforts of our Hartman Community, we are very proud to announce that we raised over $5000 
(once again surpassing our goal!!) to support cancer research. Way to go, Hartman. Just another way you are 
“Making a Difference!”   
 

 

ECO NEWS 
 
At Hartman, we are extremely proud of the efforts that have been made in our eco schools initiative. For 
three years, we received a gold level certification in recognition of the excellent work of our staff and 
students.  
As we continue to develop our Environmental Stewardship and reduce negative impacts on the environment, 
we ask everyone to reduce the amount of garbage generated through lunches. Some ideas for litterless 
lunches include: 

 Reusable containers 
 Cloth napkins 
 Silverware (dollar stores have a good supply) 
 Whole fruit healthy snacks 

Boomerang Lunches – students are asked to place all 
garbage generated from their lunch back into their 
lunchbags and take home. This reduces the waste generated at school and keeps parents informed of what 
has been eaten in student lunches. 
Keep your eyes and ears open for information about our exciting new Community Gardens! Construction 
begins very soon! 



Meet the Teacher Night – October 3 
 
Thursday, October 3 is the night to come out to Hartman to meet your child’s 
teacher, and to meet other members of the community. The BBQ will run from 5:00 
– 6:00 and food must be pre-ordered. There will be an open house from 6:00 – 7:00 
where you and your children can tour their classrooms and meet their teachers. 
Please remember, that due to the public nature of the event, teachers will not be 
discussing the progress of students at that time. Parents are encouraged to set up 
a time to meet or talk over the phone about student progress. 

 

IWalk Program at Hartman  
Public School 

 
Hartman wants to make a difference by promoting 
a healthier you, a safer community and a cleaner 
environment! Starting 
Wednesday October 
2nd.(Walk Your Child 
to School Day) we will 
be celebrating 
students walking to 
school. From 8:30 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. cool 
stickers will be handed 
out to all students who 
walk, bike, scooter or 
skip to school. Walking Wednesday will continue 
throughout the year with a different theme for 
each month. October’s theme is “Fall a Tree.” 
Students will add beautiful fall leaves to our tree 
in the hallway when they participate in walking 
Wednesdays. The class with the most participation 
each month will receive the “Golden Shoe” award. 
Of course, the benefits of walking to school are 
far-reaching and we encourage walking everyday. 
So join in and be active! 
Thank you to the team of parents who have come 
out to help out (Ms. Jacobs, Ms. Owrak, Ms. Yu, 
Ms. Correa, and Ms. Lee). 
 If you have any questions or suggestions, or would 
like to be part of the Healthy School Committee, 

please contact Mr. Derek Edwards.  
 

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Students at Hartman have many 
opportunities to take part in leadership 
opportunities. Here are a few: 
 
Wee Heroes: Students in grades 4,5 and 6 
act as play leaders at morning recess 4 days 
per week, providing our kg and primary 
students with some fun and organized play. 
 
Lunch Monitors: Students in grades 5 to 8 
assist the primary students during the indoor 
eating time at lunch. 
 
Safety Patrollers: There has been a call this 
week for students in grades 4 to 8 to join the 
safety patrollers. These students are trained 
and supervised while they assist with the 
safe arrival and exit of students at school. 
 
Milk Monitors: A team of grade 7 and 8 
students assist with the distribution of milk 
each day. 
 
Tech Team: A team of students work 
together to learn how to safely and 
effectively use much of our technology and 
assist with assemblies and presentations at 
the school. 

 

 



CROSS COUNTRY TEAM 
 

Students from grades 4-8 
have been running every 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday to practice for 
the upcoming Area Cross 
Country meet on October 

9. The Regional meet will be on Oct 17th. They 
have been training very hard and have greatly 
improved their running. Wish them luck! 
Parents - please feel free to come by and 
cheer on our students. Let's go Hartman 
Heroes!! 

 

VOLUNTEER READERS 
 

We are looking for parents/grandparents 
in our community who are interested in 
assisting by reading with students. 
Training will be provided. If you can spare 
an hour or two a week, we’d love to have 
your help. Please contact Mrs. Doran if 
interested. 

 
 

October is Learning Disabilities Month 

 

 
 



Safety Awareness Week   - Sept 30 – Oct. 4 
 
During the fall of 2000 YRDSB implemented a comprehensive crisis response protocol 
covering a variety of scenarios that could affect our schools. ‘Lockdown’ is the most 
serious level of response, calling for specific measures to be taken immediately in the 
event of imminent, direct threat on the school population.  

The ‘Lockdown’ response would typically be called in the event of an armed intruder entering the school. The 
‘Lockdown’ alert calls for all students and staff to be secured in a locked classroom, gym or other secure 
area, to situate themselves on the floor, away from doors and windows, and to await further instructions 
from the administration.  
During the week of Sept. 30 – Oct. 4, 2013, all YRDSB schools will participate in a variety of activities 
related to student safety, under an umbrella theme of “Safety Awareness Week”. Among these activities, all 
schools will carry out an exercise to test their response to ‘Lockdown’ conditions in the school.  
Students will also be completing their bus safety and evacuation training and discussing safety at school in 
their classrooms. For your information, we have included the directions for a lockdown situation. 
 
LOCKDOWN INSTRUCTIONSb.edu.on.ca  
1. Remain in or go to the nearest secure area.  
2. REMAIN QUIET.  
3. Turn cell phones off.  
4. ONLY call 911 if you have specific information regarding the threat or injuries.  
5. DO NOT answer the door.  
6. Wait for the ‘all-clear’. 
 Important: Should students need to be moved from our school building in any emergency situation, our 
school reunification location is Rick Hansen Public School. 

LET’S GET OUR KIDS SAFELY OFF TO SCHOOL AND 
BACK HOME AGAIN! 

 
It has been a long, hot summer, but the school season is here once again and it’s time 
to start thinking about school safety. The beginning of the school year is a whole new 
experience for some young children and for others, it’s a great time to review safety 
tips. Getting children to and from school safely should be a major concern to everyone 
in the community and here are some safety messages for all to think about:  
For Children:  

 Look in all directions before crossing the street  
 Cross only at marked crosswalks, intersections, or with the assistance of a crossing guard  
 Wait for the walk signal if there is one  
 Dress to be seen and for changing weather  
 Walk in well-travelled areas and avoid short cuts  
 Try to walk with others whenever possible  
 Do not talk to strangers and do not accept rides from people without your parent’s permission  
 If you are approached by a suspicious person, tell an adult you trust immediately  
 Walk your bike across the street, at crosswalks, or at intersections and always wear a helmet  

For Parents:  
 Review street-proofing tips with your children on an on-going basis  
 Ensure your children wear proper bike helmets if cycling to and from school  
 Make sure you know the route they take to and from school  
 Try to arrange for them to walk with a friend  
 Ensure your children wear reflective clothing if travelling in the dark and make sure the clothing is 

safe – no draw strings or anything else that can get hooked on objects  
 



For Drivers:  
 Slow down and drive with care. Imagine a child darting in front of your car and ask yourself this: 

Would I be able to stop if I had to?  
Give children the right-of-way at crosswalks and intersections and obey the direction of crossing 
guards  

 Pay attention to school bus signals and stop arms. Failing to stop for a school bus may result in a loss 
of six demerit points and a $500 fine, but even worse, the injury or death of an innocent child  
 

Residents are reminded about the Safe Streets, Nice Neighbourhoods philosophy, which encourages drivers 
to take matters into their own hands and drive responsibly. York Regional Police have found that 80 per cent 
of drivers stopped for speeding or running stop signs live within a five-kilometre radius of where they were 
pulled over. For more information on street-proofing your children, contact the York Regional Police 
Community Services Bureau at 1-866-876-5423, ext. 7907.  
 

 
 

Safety at School 
 
At all York Region schools, student safety is one of our highest priorities. As 
such, we make every effort to ensure that all adults in the building have a right 
to be there. To help maintain these high safety standards for your child we ask 

that you always report to the office before entering the school or the portapack.  Staff will direct 
you back to the office if you have not received proper identification.  Please take the opportunity 
to thank them for looking out for the safety of your child and that of all the students at Hartman. 
 

Call for Magazines 
 
Do you have magazines or margarine containers 
destined for the recycling bin?  The grade 6 and 
7 teachers are looking for old magazines to use 
for visual art and literacy projects and 
margarine/yogurt containers for painting.  
Please send any appropriate magazines or 
containers to the office marked "grade 6/7".  
Thanks! 

Flag Football 

Our co-ed flag football team is 
now up and running at Hartman 
Public School.  We have two 

exhibition games the first week of October 
(Monday and Thursday after school at 
Hartman).  This should help us to prepare for 
the regional flag football championship 
tournament on Tuesday, October 8, 2013 at the 
Lion's Club Fields in Mount Albert.  Feel free to 
come out and cheer for Hartman! 

 



Allergies and Food 
When packing student lunches please remember that many students and 
staff have life-threatening allergies to nuts. Please ensure that all food is 
nut-free. In addition, we recommend that parents refrain from using peanut-
butter substitutes as well. For more information on this, please see the 
Board website at www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 
 

 
 

Save Your Subscriptions! 
Our QSP Magazine 

Program will be returning 
this FALL. 

 
Each year, we hold our QSP magazine 
subscription fundraiser to raise money to 
benefit our students while also encouraging 
more at home reading. The success of the 
program depends on your participation. 
Please save your magazine subscription 
renewals for our sale. It is only when you 
renew directly through our program that our 
school receives any profit from your order. 
QSP will honour publisher price discount 
coupons, so save them too. 
You can order early and support our school 
by shopping online! It’s easy…visit 
www.QSP.ca. 
 
Our Kick-off Assembly is on October 4th. 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES IN 
OCTOBER 

 
 Cross Country – Grades 4 and up 

 
 Flag Football – coed – grades 7 and 8 

  
 Safety Patrollers – grades 4 – 6 (all 

year – training required) 
 

 Healthy Schools Team 
 

 IWALK Wednesdays – all students 
 

 Wee Heroes – for primary students 
and led by junior students (4 recesses 
per week) 
 

 Dance T/Th at lunch 
 

 1,2,3 singers – grades 1 – 3 on Wed 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  



 

 
OCTOBER 

2013 
M T W T F 

 1 2 
 

3   
Open House 
and BBQ 
5-7:00 pm 

4 
QSP Kick Off 
Assembly 

7 8 
Flag Football 
@ Lion’s Park 
all day 

9 
Area 
Cross 
Country 

10 
Hep B/HPV 
Shots 
Gr 7 & 8 

11   
P.A. DAY 
NO SCHOOL 

14
THANKSGIVING 
NO SCHOOL 

15 16 
School Council 
Meeting 6:30 pm 

17 
Regional 
Cross 
Country 

18 
NED Presentation for 
Grades 1-6 
 
Pizza  
Lunch 

21
 

22 
SK Vision Screening

 

23 24 24 
Pizza 
Lunch 

28 
 

29 30 31  

IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 Sept. 30 – Oct. 4 – Book Fair in library 
 Sept. 30 – Oct. 4 – Safety Awareness Week 
 Oct. 3 – Meet the Teacher BBQ and Open House 
 Oct. 7 – grade 6 VIP @ 2 pm 
 Oct. 8 – Flag Football event – all day 
 Oct. 9 – area cross country meet 
 Oct. 10 – HPV/Hep B shots am – gr. 7/8 
 Oct. 11 – PA Day 
 Oct. 14 – Holiday Monday 
 Oct. 15 – IEP’s go out 
 Oct. 16 – School Council meeting 
 Oct. 17 – Regional Cross Country meet 
 Oct. 18 – NED presentation in gym 11:15 – 12:00 (grades 1 – 6 – resiliency and 

kindness) 
 Oct. 22 – SK Vision Screening by Lions Club 


