name:_______________________     website:______________________________________________
Evaluating a Website:   Award points based on levels; ex.Level 1 = 1 point
	CATEGORY
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	* Check the author’s credentials and affiliation.  

*Is the author an expert in the field?

Score:  ______
	-The author is not named and/or no credentials are given.
	-The author is named but credentials and contact information are incomplete.
	-The author is named and their position in the organization and/or academic credentials is provided.
	 -The author’s credentials are given and they are an expert in their field. (ex. Professor of ___at the university, or the Curator at a museum)

	*Does the resource have a reputable organization behind it?  

(delete parts of the URL from the right side until you get to a home page.)

Score :_____

	-The home page is a personal page hosted by an internet service provider such as: Yahoo, Geocities, Blogger or Googlepages.

-The page is a student’s folder on a .edu site.


	-The home page is a school site

-The home page is an unknown .com or .org
	-The home page is sponsored by a known business or professional association.
	-The home page is sponsored by a museum, university or a government department.

-The page was originally published in a book or periodical

	*Are the site’s sources of information stated? 

* Are photos clearly labeled and sources cited?

Score: _____

	-No sources or works cited is given.
	-There is a general statement about the source of the information, but no specific works cited list.
	-There is a brief works cited list and/or a bibliography for further information.
	-There is an extensive works cited list and/or a bibliography for further information.  

-Photos are labeled and cited.

	*How current is the site?

Score: _____
	-There is no indication of when the site was created or revised
	-The site’s creation date is over 3 years old and there is no update or date of revision
	-The site has been created or updated within the last 3 years

-Sources may not up to date
	-The site has been created or updated within the last 6 months. 

-Sources are up to date



	 *Purpose of the site? 

* Is the information mostly fact or opinion?

Score: _____
	-The purpose is personal or a student’s work
	-The purpose is to sell something, persuade, offer assistance, give a point of view or to entertain.

	-The purpose is to offer information and/or opinions but there may be an agenda. 
-There may be some factual information or useful pictures.


	-The purpose is to support scholarly research with factual information and expert interpretation or opinion.

	Total Score:

   =   ___  /20


	Level 1

0 to 8 points

Highly questionable source.
	Level 2

9 to 12 points

Useful for ideas or overview.  Do not cite as a reference.


	Level 3

13 to 15 points

Good source for  research.

But confirm with better sources.


	Level 4

16 to 20 points

Excellent Source for research


Modified from Dianne C. Beaman – Library Media Specialist, Moultonborough Academy, Moultonborough, NH (5/10/10)


