
James Robinson School Council Minutes
Monday March 4, 2018 
In Attendance:
Gillian Patrick- Principal

Krista Keirstead

Jena McMahon

Jen Millard- Chair



Michelle Main-Treasurer
Heather Bramer-Secretary
Laura Meffen

Erin Stokes

Carolyn Campbell 

Jen Baxter 

Soraya Mangal

Nancy Christoffer

Joanna Kattis

Ardith Morris

Jennifer Millardte

Becky Banting

Allan Tam Trustee

Paul Valle Superintendent
Call to Order

· The meeting began at 6:30pm
Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes

· Jen Millard approved October Minutes
Treasures Report
· No significant activity

· Wellness Leader Training

· Arts night

· Gecko Supplies

· Kindi Fieldtrip

Superintendant- Paul Valle
Background- Elementary School Teacher Originally, Considers teacher first and foremost

As of September new to East Part of the board

Collaborates with Allan Tam Trustee but in partnership with Principals

Meeting Norms as set by Paul:

· Agenda set by members and circulated in advance

· Meetings begin and end on time

· Consensus decision making

· All speakers opinions are respected 

· Individual students, parents, and staff are note discussed

· Be open-minded and objective

· Refer parent or student issues to the teacher or principal (in private who pertains to)

Strategic Panning at YRDSB

· Board Improvement Plan

· What do to improve throughout board

· School Plan

· Three year plan

· Trustee’s Multi Year Plan

· Compass points focused on student success

· Building collaborative relationships

· Equity inclusivity

· Ethical leadership
· Foster mental well being

· Review of role of Trustee in YRDSB

· Role of Principal

· Site based- what happens within the four walls of the school

Allan Tam
· Is elected official

· Voice is very important

· When create new or modify policy need feedback to share and focus on students for all schools and community

· If any questions and comments send email or give call

· Willing to speak to you and have your voice heard

Student survey results discussion of last years data

· Data tells us JRPS is similar to Board Information

· Part of data review is to develop policies
· Question from parent is how can we have data? Do we get results?

· Paul indicated that they can bring it here
· Gillian indicated that now they are analyzing the specifics of the data

· Data can be important on how look at different pieces

· e.g. what as a school can we focus on- e.g. my child feels important to other people, my child likes who he/she is as a person

Question what is participation rate of the survey:

· 43 Parents Participated in survey

· 110 kids participated from grade 5-8

· Concern is often only hear from a small group of parents

Allan Tan

· Within board level participation is a large topic

· Maybe board system to send email to everyone in the next two years

· Every student counts survey 86% of participants

Paul Valle
· More can increase participation rate the better the data

· If can find more accessible ways to get information to people let’s do it

JRPS Demographic Data (Stats Canada)
· Place of birthday- 51% born in Canada, 47% outside of Canada
· Majority of families live in an owned rental

· Subsidized 0.6

· Aboriginal Status- don’t self identify

· By racial group- Caucasian, Chinese, South Asian, 

· Average family income JRPS

· $31% over $100, 000

· Low income threshold is 25% of population which is an income of $40, 000

· Look at all the data and how it impacts learning in the classroom

· Part of work is understanding achievement for all students

· Are decisions made collectively or in isolation?

· Depending on what it is they are different

· e.g. principal may make on their own

A lot of decisions are governed by ministry directives

Parent Engagement

· We are here for all kids

· We understand we are influenced by our children because that is who we hear from

· School board feel play important role

· Encouraging meaningful involvement of all members of the school community in support of student learning

· Building input into relevant school level and bard decisions

· Building school, family and community partnerships

School Council

Advisory

· They can make recommendations to the Principal and/or the board on ANY matter (with the exception of confidential personnel matters)

· Role of the schools councils is to improve student learning and to develop a shared sense of accountability for the public education of both parents and educators

· Work on initiatives that reduce the student achievement gap and to help inform the school 

· Improvement plans- what administrator should be working with rational for what decisions are made- e.g. we made this decisions as to the why

· Principal needs to be at all school council meetings

· Resource person and assists council in obtaining data

JRPS Code of Ethics

Goal is to work collaboratively with Principal and kids in the community

Paul Valle of Spoke of JRPS
· Know there are a lot of good things happening here

· Student led Leaders

· Mindfulness based curriculum

· Teachers “Co” model four C’s teachers co created, co debrief, deliver, reflect- one teacher delivers and other teachers sit and review 

· OPAL Program

· Every Child Needs a Champion Staff Teams

· Recess Intramurals for all divisions- 

· Clubs: knitting, weaving, robotics, Magic, colouring

· Bounce back and Thrive parenting support by York Region

· SuperHero Club

· Choir/band

Student leadership opportunities:

· Empowered youth

Collaborative Exercise Stick and Stack

1. What makes JRPS a great place to be?

2. How can we fine-tune communication to the larger parent community?

3. What do need to know about parent community to support them

Teacher Reports

· Robotics- All girls team made it to regionals (12 grade five students wanted to sign up), 

· Boys basketball ball third

Grad Update

· June 24th- last Monday of June

· Hollywood theme

· Grad at Markville

· Pickle Barrel at Markville Mall for students

· Two popcorn days to support Grade 8 grad
Wellness Night

· Wednesday April 3- from 6-8

· Pro grant

· Four workshops-25 minutes

· Mental Health- Michael Eisen- author speaker

· Physical Activity- X movement

· Nutrition Workshop- Christine Peacock- Meals that Matter- Culinary Nutritionist
· Community Information Tables-Information from Community, City of Markham

· Will need to RSVP

· Need other people to help contact community people to come out for the night, 

· Could RSVP if their house colours

· Childcare will be available 

· Need volunteers Flyers, RSVP and evening community tables

Meeting Adjourned 8:00pm
Next JRPS Council Meeting 
Monday, April 8, 2019 at 6:30pm

FREE Childcare is available at each meeting *All are welcome*

