
Course Planning and 
Pathways

Grades 9 - 11



Outcomes

• Refresh our understanding of diploma requirements

• Become familiar with the Post-secondary pathways and the basic 
requirements for each

• Gain an understanding of innovative programs and supports 
available to KHS students

• Review of the on-line course selection process

• Identify the resources available to support this process



Diploma Requirements (O.S.S.D.) 
for the 4 year program

O.S.S.D

18 Compulsory 
Credits

12 Optional 
Credits

Successful 
completion of 

Ontario School 
Literacy Test

40 hours of 
Community 
Involvement



18 Compulsory Credits

4 Credits in English (1 credit per grade)

1 Credit in French as a Second Language

3 Credits in Mathematics (at least 1 in Gr. 11 or 12)

2 Credits in Science

1 Credit in Canadian History

1 Credit in Canadian Geography

1 Credit in the Arts 

1 Credit in Health and Physical Education

.5 Credit in Civics &  .5 Credit in Career Studies (grade 10)

Plus………..



More on Compulsories

Group 1:  1 additional credit in English, or French as a Second 
Language, or another Language, or Humanities, or
Canadian and World Studies, or Guidance and Career 
Education (including Learning Strategies), or Cooperative 
Education

Group 2:  1 additional credit in Health and Physical 
Education, or the Arts (music, art, drama), or French as a 
Second Language or a Business Studies or Cooperative 
Education

Group 3:  1 additional credit in science (grade 11 or 12), or 
French as a Second Language or a Technological Education 
(grades 9-12) or Computer Studies or Cooperative 
Education



Destination: University – Why?

 The job requires a degree

 Compatible learning style

 A required step towards 
another goal

 Unsure of final destination, 
but it leaves the doors open

 May improve chances of 
promotion in any occupation

Requires an OSSD, including 6 Grade 12 “U” or “M” type courses. 
ENG4U is required plus any specific subject prerequisites

http://www.brocku.ca/


Destination: College – Why?

Certain occupations 
specifically require a college 
certificate or diploma

Compatible learning style/ 
more experiential

Quicker, less expensive route 
to the workplace

An alternate route to a final 
destination  

Degrees are now available at 
most of the colleges

Requires an OSSD, including ENG4C or ENG4U plus any specific subject prerequisites 
(OR 6 Grade 12 “U” or “M” type courses for the degree programs)

http://www.georgianc.on.ca/
http://www.georgebrown.ca/index.aspx


Destination: Apprenticeship – Why?

Occupation without borders

Earn while learning

Demand for skilled trades is 
high

Compatible learning style

Entrepreneurship 
opportunities

Combine college education 
with hands-on learning and 
earn at the same time

Usually requires an OSSD  

(Specific courses and skills depend on the 
occupation – workplace courses usually accepted)



Keep in mind…
Pathways are changeable and flexible.

As interests, skills and aptitudes develop and mature, there will 
be many opportunities for students to  re-chart their journey 

during high school.

Multiple opportunities for transferability between colleges and 
universities exist.  



Charts – English

Charts like these are on the board’s website so 

that you can track which grade 9 courses lead to 

which grade 12 destination courses.



Math
Some charts are more complex and must be given careful 

consideration each time students are choosing courses

Stop

Retake

Grade 9



Programs that Support 
Post-Secondary 

Pathway Planning



Cooperative Education
and other Experiential Learning

Regular 2 or 4 Credit Coop

Ontario Youth Apprenticeship

Accelerated OYAP

Specialist High Skills Major

Dual Credit Courses



Dual Credit Accelerated OYAP 
(Level One Apprenticeship Training + High School Dual Credits)

Plumbing

Early 
Childhood 
Educator

Carpentry*

CookElectrician

Refrigeration 
Air 

Conditioning

Automotive 
Service 
Technician

Training Delivery Agencies:
Seneca College
Humber College

George Brown College
Centennial College

Carpenters’ Local Union 27*
*currently not Dual Credit status



Specialist High Skills Major

An Enriched high school program

Beginning in grade 11

Two years in length

Build your Resume with real world 
Certificates and Work Experiences

Graduate with a “Red Seal” on your 
Diploma

Get a leg up on the competition



SHSM Recognition



YRDSB SHSM 
Programs

Arts and Culture

Business 

Construction

Energy

Environment

Health and Wellness

Horticulture and Landscaping

Hospitality and Tourism

Information and Communications Technology

Manufacturing

Non-profit

Sports

Transportation

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/artsCulture.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/business.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/construction.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/energy.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/environment.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/health.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/horticulture.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/hospitality.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/information.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/manufacturing.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/nonprofit.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/sports.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/sector/transportation.html


The Five Required Components

of  SHSM Programs

Destination Apprenticeship Pathway College Pathway University Pathway Workplace Pathway

Grade Grade 11 Grade 12 Grade 11 Grade 12 Grade 11 Grade 12 Grade 11 Grade 12

Major Courses
Choose 4 - at 

least 1 at each 
grade level

(1 additional 
Coop credit can 

count for 1 
Major)

BAI3E
BMI3C
BDI3C
BTA3O
HSE3E
TGJ3M

EBT4O
TGJ4M
BTX4E
BAN4E
HIP4O

Dual Credit

BMI3C
BDI3C
BTA3O
CLU3M
TGJ3M
BAF3M

BOH4M
BBB4M
BAT4M
EBT4O
TGJ4M

Dual Credit

BAF3M
CLU3M
TGJ3M

CIA4U
CLN4U
BAT4M
BOH4M
BBB4M
IDC4U3
TGJ4M

BAI3E
BTA3O
HSE3E

BAN4E
EBT4O
BTX4E
HIP4O

Required 
English

ENG4C
or ENG4E

ENG4C ENG4U ENG3E ENG4E

Required 
Math

MBF3C
or MEL3E

MAP4C
or MEL4E

MBF3C
or MCF3M

MAP4C MCR3U
or MCF3M

MDM4U
or MHF4U

MEL3E

2 Credits in 
Coop

COP3X
or COP4X

COP3X
or COP4X

COP3X
or COP4X

COP3X
or COP4X

7 Cerifications 
& Training for 
ALL Pathways

Standard First 
Aid

(mandatory)

CPR

(mandatory)

WHMIS

(mandatory)

Customer 
Service

(mandatory)

Health and 
Safety

Conterfeit 
Detection

Ergonomics
and/or

Leadership

Business 
Etiquette

or
Public Speaking

Sample
"Reach 

Ahead" and 
"Experiential 

Learning" 
Activities

Dual Credit 
Opportunities 
at Seneca and 

Centennial 
Colleges

Visits to Major 
Corportations/ 

Businesses/ 
Industry

Field Trips to 
University/ 

College 
Business 
Programs

Enrollment in 
Waterloo's 
grade 11 

"unlimited" 
program

Enrollment in 
Queen's EMS 

program

Participation in 
a "Fast Track" 

conference

Guest Speakers Job Shadowing

4 “Major” courses

3 other courses
English, Math (Other)

2 Co-op credits

6 or 7 

Certifications

Reach Ahead 

Activities

There is also an experiential learning component working with a community partner.



Choosing 4 “Major” Courses

Business Sector
Accounting

Marketing

Entrepreneurship

E-Business Technology

Communications Technology

Business English

Law

Financial Literacy

Management Fundamentals

International Business

(an additional coop credit)

Advertising Layout & Design

Business: Its Nature & Environment

Intro to Marketing

Growing Up Digital

Intro to Computer Applications

Transportation Sector
Transportation Technology

Transportation Technology: Skill Development

Manufacturing Technology

Manufacturing Technology: Skill Development

Design Technology

Design Technology: Skill Development

Physics

(an additional coop credit)

Blueprint Reading

CNC Manual Programming

Aeronautics

AutoCAD

Workplace Practice

CNC Applications

OTHER

Chemistry

Any Business Course (see Business list)

(an additional coop credit)



CERTIFICATIONS
WHMIS

Health & Safety

Forklift Truck Training

Standard 1st Aid & CPR

Fire Extinguisher Use

Pleasure Craft Operator

Customer Service

ATV Safety Training

Fall Protection

REACH AHEAD

OPPORTUNITIES

Corporate Visits

Colleges

Universities

Trade Schools

Skills Competitions

Trades Shows



EXPERIENTIAL &          

CONTEXTUAL  LEARNING

Evaluating Essential Work Skills

Investigating Career  Options

Links to Major Courses

Relevance of Compulsory  Courses

Cooperative Education



• Automotive Service Technician

• Transit Operator

• Mechanical, Civil or Avionics 
Engineering

• Sales

• Dispatcher

TRANSPORTATION 
sector

Students may be interested 

in:
• Pilot

• Automotive Manager

• Aircraft Mechanic

• Industrial Designer

• Auto Assembly

• Civil Engineering



• Special Events Co-ordinator

• Office Administrator

• Insurance Adjuster

• Advertising/Media Specialist

• Customer Service or 
Receptionist

• Human Resources

BUSINESS sector
For Students may be interested 

in:

• Customs

• Business Services

• Professional Accountant

• Real Estate Agent

• Economist

• Desktop Publisher





Colleges Universities

Granting exemptions from courses 
for both Dual credits taken as well as 
Technical courses taken in High 
School as part of an SHSM 
qualification.

Niagara College offers $1,000 to any 
of our SHSM students with a 75% 
average – no application necessary.

Many now offering multiple $500 -
$2,000 awards to students with 
completed SHSM programs.

Universities are marketing directly 
to SHSM students.



Click on the “Learn More” tab.

Then “Browse SHSM Programs”.

Choose the sector of interest.

Choose a pathway.  This can be 

changed at any time.

View requirements and 

click on the box that lets 

me know you have an 

interest.  This does not 

commit you to anything .

Choosing the SHSM



Dual Credit Courses
• Available to 12 students who have not yet graduated

• And grade 11 students in semester two 

• Must have a flexible timetable and the maturity to handle a College 
credit

• Students attend a College one afternoon per week for one semester or 
part of a semester

• Students earn a High School credit at the same time as they are 
earning a College credit

• Cost of transportation, tuition, books or other resources are covered 
by the Ministry of Education

• A variety of subjects offered – see a Counsellor



Personalized Alternative Education

Off-site Junior Credits, and 
Senior Credits in Quadmester 
format

ALEP (Alternative Learning Experience Program)

SAL (Supervised Alternative Learning)

ILC - (Independent Learning Centre)

Day School or Continuing Education 
E-learning

Instruction Based
Programs

Work Based
Programs

Independent Study
Programs



Supports for Students At Risk

Program options and strategies may include:

• Students who are identified may take a Learning Strategies course, or 
they will be monitored by a SERT.

• Afterschool non-credit Literacy course for additional preparation for the 
OSSLT or the OLC OR Numeracy for grade 9 EQAO preparation

• Credit recovery and/or credit rescue through the Student Success 
initiative

• Referral to a Personalized Alternative Education program

• Individual support and guidance to prepare an appropriate personal 
plan



OSSLT 2019/2020 – Mar. 31 

 Parent Information session at KHS on Thursday, February 27, 2020; 6:30-8 pm 
and virtual information session will be available by second semester

 After School Literacy course will begin second semester 

 Literacy Blitzes preparing students for the OSSLT 

 OSSLT will be written on March 31, 2020

 Results will be shared with families and students in early June 2020

 Visit eqao.com for further information or contact scott.cameron @yrdsb.ca   



To Access On-line Course 
Selection:



Recommended Browser: Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox



Students must enter 
the same Username 
and Password that 
they would use to 
log into the school 
computers

Each York Region student has been assigned their 
own portfolio account for career planning and 
course selection 



You will see a variety of excellent tools here for 
career research and planning for the future

► To choose courses click on “High School”



Browse through the course offerings in the various disciplines

Choose once, choose wisely!



• See ALL the courses offered in 
any discipline by clicking on the 
arrow

• OR choose a grade filter so that 
you will see only the courses 
offered for a particular grade in 
each discipline – recommended 
for grades 9 and 10



Features

Find and add courses 
easily by clicking on the 
“+” buttons

The blue header indicates 
the grade which will be 
submitted when the 
submit button is activated

Track credit totals as 
courses are added to the 
plan 

Click on the info button 
for a complete report of 
your progress towards 
your OSSD

Notice that as courses are added, the planner indicates the post-secondary programs, 
across Canada that the student has become eligible to pursue

The SHSM program discussed earlier has information here to help the students plan 
an enriched grade 11 and 12 program should they wish to engage in this option



• See the credits you 
have planned, earned 
or still require

• Community 
Involvement Hours are 
updated only 
occasionally

• Indicator for 
completion of the 
Literacy requirement



Choosing Grade 12 courses!

• If you are not University bound, you DO NOT need to take 
grade 12 courses in grade 12!

• Colleges accept SENIOR credits for admission

• Beware the “M” type course in grade 12.  It may not be 
appropriate unless you are university bound or it relates to 
your interests/career choice.

• College and/or Workplace bound students should consider 
taking additional grade 11 credits from the vast selection 
available



Course List

• ENG4C1

• HFA4C1

• MAP4C1

• SCH4C1

• CGW4C1

• Phys. Ed. courses

• Technology courses if
you have the 
prerequisite

• AWT3O1

• BAF3M1

• BDI3C1

• BMI3C1

• CGG3O1

• CHW3M1

• CLU3M1*

• HPC3O1*

• HSP3C1

• PPL3O1

• PAF3O1

• SBI3C1

• Technology courses -
NO prerequisites

Please be advised that the following C & M 
courses will be offered in 2021/22:
SPC4C1 HZB3M1
Other courses not offered for 2020/21 that will 
be offered in 2021/22 are:
BTT1O1 CLU4U1 EWC4U1
HZB3M1 PSK4U1 SES4U1



• Promote high school completion in 4 years

• Take as many credits as you want in 4 years 

(repeated credits do not count)

• After 4 years a maximum of 34 credits (repeated 

credits count as additional credits)

• ESL credits are not counted

• Students with IEPs are exempt

• Any # of credits can be taken outside of 

Secondary day school

4 Years Or
34 Credits



BEFORE submitting have you considered:

• Courses that will get us the best results?

• Pre-requisites?

• Changing course types/ grade levels to find suitable selections?

• Changing Pathways?

• Participation in innovative program options (PAE, Co-op, SHSM, 
OYAP, Dual Credit)?

• Teacher/Guidance recommendations?



► When all boxes 
including alternates 
have been filled, you 
need to Review 
Course Selections

► A course highlighted 
in red indicates that 
the prerequisite is 
missing

► You will receive an 
ALERT and be unable 
to review your course 
selections until this is 
corrected

► Click on the small dots, to edit, change or delete the course, 
then you may choose again to correct the error.



• If you have no issues, you 
will be able to review your 
courses

• Please use the “Add 
Comments” box if you wish 
to pass useful information 
on to your Guidance 
Counsellor, in case of a 
timetable conflict, or if you 
plan to attend Summer 
School for example

• Once you submit your 
courses, you can no longer 
make any changes



► When your submission is 
successful, you are asked 
to Print Sign-Off Sheet

► Print 2 copies and indicate 
in writing, which of the 
alternates is the first, 
second and third choice 

► A parent or guardian must 
sign and date this form if 
the student is under 18 

► One copy must be handed 
in by the due date.

1
3
2



Timelines

• Jan. 31st is the last date for submitting a request for a school transfer.

• Feb. 4 - 7 are the grade specific assemblies to give students the 
information they need to access their personal portfolios and begin 
planning courses.

• The “High School Plan” function is being updated at this time, however 
students wanting guidance appointments to discuss their plans should 
do so soon.  

• The “Submit” button will not be active until Feb. 12th to ensure that 
students have to time to research and plan without accidentally “locking 
in” their courses.

• When the “Submit” button becomes active.  Ensure that courses have 
been chosen carefully and that the “Course Selection Sign Off Sheet” is 
printed and handed in to the period 1 teacher by the due date.

FEBRUARY  19, 2020



For More Information……

• York Region District School Board www.yrdsb.ca

• Ontario Ministry of Education www.edu.gov.on.ca

• University program information www.ouac.on.ca or 
www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca

• College program information www.ontariocolleges.ca

• Apprenticeship information with additional links 
www.careersintrades.ca

• www.yrdsb.ca >Programs and Services

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/
http://www.ouac.on.ca/
http://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/
http://www.careersintrades.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/


Q & A Time

Questions?

Feel free to contact any of the Guidance Counsellors if you have 
questions later on.

A-G  Susan Daniels

H-P  Judy Buch

Q-Z Nicole Wallace (Dept. Head)



Visit Career Fair 


