
Reading Graphic Texts 



 

 
 
Graphic texts include printed 
text and a variety of other visual 
features which may include: 
captions, diagrams, graphs, 
maps, photographs, tables, etc.  
These types of texts are read 
across the curriculum. 
 



Title (tells what the graphic 
is about)  
 
Headings  
 
Bar Graphs, Tables, Pie 
Charts  
 
Sidebar 
 
Illustrations / Diagrams 
(look carefully and read the 
text which supports it) 

 

Font and font size (used 

to communicate importance – 

draw attention)  
 
Arrows / lines (show 

direction / movement) 

 
Labels  
Legend / key (to explain 
meaning of symbols) 

Start here! 

What is the purpose of the asterisk (*) beside 
“Direct fishing-related expenditures?” 



Skimming   

 

 - What is this text about? 

 

 before you read for details 

 

 eyes move quickly over the 
text – left to right 

 

 don’t read every word 

 

 see if a text or a specific 
part of a text has the 
information you are looking 
for 

    Scanning  
 

-  How is this text organized?  
-  What types of text and visuals 

does it have? 
 

• before looking for details to 
see what kind of information 
is there – notice titles, 
illustrations, graphics, 
shading, font, etc. 
 

• eyes move all over the page – 
not just left to right 
 

• to find a specific word or 
section of a text that you will 
then read more carefully 
 



 

Skimming and scanning are effective reading  
strategies and are used together to make meaning 
before, during and after reading. 
 
On the OSSLT students should: 
 
1. skim and scan the graphic text to get the big idea 

 
 

2. read the related question and identify a clear purpose 
for re-reading the graphic text  
 
 

3. re-read the graphic text to seek out the required 
information 
 

4. respond in the ANSWER booklet 



 Look  at the title first and then look at all of the 
different kinds of texts – headings, charts, labels, 
tables, etc. 

 

 Ask  yourself - What is the general topic of the 
text? 

 

 Notice – Which headings / illustrations seem 
most important?  Consider size and placement on 
the page. 

   

 Consider – How are the various graphics 
connected? How is the printed information 
supported by the graphics?  


