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As we begin the month of February, we look forward to the       

second Term of the school year.  Report Cards will be sent home on 

February 14, 2018.  This is a great time to review not only achievement in 

curriculum areas, but also to have conversations and set goals with your 

children about Learning Skills.  Talking at home about attributes like       

Collaboration, Initiative and Organization are an important way to help 

your child see how learning skills transfer from the school setting into all 

aspects of life. 

 

Over the course of the year, we have been looking at               

various sources of data that help us to understand our Student’s 

Achievements, and to identify instructional needs.  

 

The charts on the next page are an excerpt from our Lake                 

Simcoe P.S. 2016-2017 EQAO scores.  It’s exciting and encouraging to 

see that so many of our students’ report that they like Reading and 

Math.  With our leadership team and classroom teachers, we continue 

to look at how we can ensure our  Instruction and Assessment practices 

are meeting student needs, especially in our daily Math learning using 

YRDSB Comprehensive Math Program.  Be sure to ask your children 

about their problem solving strategies, DreamBox (an online math tool 

that can also be accessed at home) or have them explain a math 

game you can play together at home! 

 

As a school, we also look in great detail at our School Climate Surveys, 

where Grade 5-8 students are able to complete an extensive survey 

covering their perceptions of Learning, the School Environment, their    

Social Identities, Well-Being and  Belonging. (See the next page for 

charts) 

 

We have many successes to recognize and celebrate, and much work 

to do as we continue with our goals of creating a Safe and Inclusive 

learning environment for all students.  We encourage all parents/

guardians to come join us at our School Council meetings, with the next 

taking place February 7, 2018.  At this meeting we engage in                       

conversations about supporting student learning to improve success. 

 

Angelie Barkey         Debra Camden 

 

 



Administrators’ Message Cont’d 

The charts below are an excerpt from our Lake Simcoe P.S. 2016-2017 

EQAO scores.   

School Climate Survey  
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Upcoming Events 

Events this month: 

L A K E  S I M C O E  P U B L I C  S C H O O L  

  

As 

partners, 

we support 

each 

other’s 

efforts on 

behalf of 

our 

students.  

 

Feb 1—National Sweater Day /Movie Night at The Gem 

Feb 2—PA Day ~ No School  

Feb 7– Winter Walk Day  

Feb 13—Boston Pizza Celebrity Server ~ 5:30-8:30pm 

Feb 14– Term 1 Reports go home 

Feb 15– Grade 4-8 Electives Day 

Feb 19—Family Day ~ No School  

Feb 22– Character Assembly 

Feb 27—School Council Meeting ~ 7pm 

Feb 28– Pink Shirt Day (Cyber Bullying Awareness)  
 

Mar12-16– March Break ~ No School 

Mar 21—Grade 8 grad Photos 

Mar 22—Boston Pizza Celebrity Server 

Mar 29—Character Assembly 

Mar 30—Good Friday ~ No School 

 

If your child will 

be ABSENT OR 

LATE: 

 

Please call: 

 

905-656-5970, 

and leave a   

message. 

 

The machine is 

available for 

messages 24/7 

 

School Times 
Supervision Begins: 

7:55 
Entry Bell:  

8:10 
Recess:  

9:50-10:20 
Lunch: 

12:00-1:00 
Dismissal: 

2:40 

 

Before and After School Child Care 
Upper Canada Childcare, operating within Lake Simcoe PS. 

Contact Number: 905-535-1448 

Hours of Operation: 6:15am-8:15am & 2:40pm-6:00pm 

Email: lakesimcoe@uppercanadachildcare.com 

Website: www.uppercanadachildcare.com  
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Character Trait of the Month: Initiative  
 

When you believe in what you’re doing and 

use your imagination and initiative, you can 

make a difference.  

                                    - Samuel Dash 

                                   

Please Call us to Report Absences!  
Please call 905-656-5970 to report any absences or lates. 
 

The answering machine is on 24/7 so you can leave a message any time. By 

calling, you let us know that your child is safe. It saves us from interrupting your 

day, or calling all the emergency contact phone numbers to ensure your child 

is safe.  

 

When a child is not accounted for, we will :  

 

 

someone to confirm the child’s safety we will: 

 

 
This call is a safety check; in accordance with the YRDSB Safe Arrival Policy 

#665.  

 

Kiss N’ Ride Reminder  
When dropping off and picking up students at school, we appreciate community                

cooperation to keep our Kiss N’ Ride running SAFELY and SMOOTHLY.  The Kiss N’ Ride is an 

officially recognized Fire Route – as such, the driver cannot exit/park their car in this area. 

 

*Please wait in line for an available spot along the sidewalk 

*Ensure your child is prepared to exit on the sidewalk side of your car for safety 

*DO NOT double park – children are in danger if they cross between parked cars 

*Our Kiss N’ Ride volunteers will walk kindergarten children to the gates 

 

If you are planning to walk your children to their gate or line-up, kindly park your 

car in an available parking spot. 
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L A K E  S I M C O E  P U B L I C  S C H O O L  

N E W S L E T T E R  

Are you moving or changing schools? 

Are you moving before next September? Is there someone in 

your neighbourhood with 4 year old 

children? If so, please let us know! 

 

We are currently projecting our       

student enrolment for  September 

2018. These projections help us hire 

sufficient staff. Any information you 

can provide us now will help with 

next year’s preparations. 

 

If your plans change—not to worry—your child will always have 

a spot at their home school.  

ALL parents 

and visitors 

MUST report 

to the office 

upon their  

arrival to the 

school, to 

sign in, and 

obtain a     

visitors 

badge. 

We ask that 

all parents 

wait outside 

for their       

children, and 

if you need 

to speak to 

your child's 

teacher, 

please send 

a note or call 

their voice-

mail/office to 

request an         

appoint-

ment. 

We              

appreciate 

your support 

in keeping 

our students 

safe!  

Message From Our Trustee 

 

With report cards coming home, this is a good time of year to review your child’s 

progress and to set goals for the rest of the school year. 

  

As trustees, our goals are set out in the Board Multi-Year Plan. In the coming 

months, trustees will be reviewing and updating this plan. This process will include 

opportunities for public input, and trustees will be out in the communities talking 

about this. More information will be shared about this in the spring.   

  

Developing and reviewing the Multi-Year Plan is just one of our responsibilities as 

publicly elected officials. Trustee responsibilities also include hiring the Director of 

Education, setting Board policies and the annual budget, and communicating 

with the public. 

  

This is a good time to learn more about the role of trustees with the next municipal 

election taking place later this year on October 22, 2018. York Region District 

School Board has 12 trustees, elected by ratepayers. As a trustee, listening and 

communicating with families is an important part of my role. Students, families 

and members of the public are welcome to attend and observe any public 

Board, Advisory or Board Committee meetings and to share their views with us on 

policy and Board governance.   

  

As we move into the second half of the year, I hope that you are seeing evi-

dence of your child’s learning and progress, and finding opportunities to get              

involved in their learning and the life of the school. 

  

I wish you all the best for a successful second term. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/MYP-Goals.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Departments/Finance/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Roles-and-Responsibilities.aspx
https://www.amo.on.ca/AMO-Content/Municipal-101/Municipal-Elections.aspx
https://www.amo.on.ca/AMO-Content/Municipal-101/Municipal-Elections.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/default.aspx


Snack Bin Program  

Oatmeal Chocolate Chip Muffins 
   

1 and 1/2 cups oats (old fashioned or quick 
 oats) 

  

2 and 2/3 cups flour (white, whole-wheat, 
 or a mixture of both) 

 

   
1/2 cup sugar or raw sugar 

 

   
4 teaspoons baking powder 

 

   
1/2 teaspoon salt 

 

   
2 eggs, beaten 

 

   
1 1/2 cups milk 

 

   
1/2 cup olive oil or butter 

 

   
6 ounces chocolate chips (I used mini chocolate 
 chips, but I think it might be even better with regular-sized chocolate chips.) 

 

Combine the oats, flour, sugar, baking powder, and salt. In a separate bowl, mix the eggs, milk, 
and oil. Stir the egg mixture into the flour mixture until moistened. Mix the chocolate chips in. 
Fix greased or paper-lined muffin cups 2/3 full with the batter. Bake at 400 degrees for 16-18 
minutes, or until tops are light golden. 
Makes approximately 18 muffins. 
Recipe adapted slightly from Frugal Homemaker. 

If you would like to donate to our snack bin program the following items 

are much appreciated: 

 

-Assorted fruit and vegetables, Cereal (Plain/Multi Grain Cheerios,         

Kashi,  Fibre One 

Special K, Shreddies, Quaker Life Multi-grain Cereal) 

Crackers- Triscuit, Breton, -Non processed cheese, cream cheese, -

Whole wheat wraps, Monetary donations,  

-Ziplock baggies (snack and sandwich size) 

http://content2be.blogspot.com/2010/03/deceitfully-healthful-oatmeal-chocolate.html




School Bus Cancellation Reminders 

 

To ensure the safety of students, school bus 

service may be  cancelled from time to time 

due to inclement weather, extreme           

temperatures and/or poor road conditions. 

In these cases, parents and students should 

develop     alternate care/transportation    

arrangements.  

 

Since some busing schedules  begin by 7:00 

a.m., cancellation decisions must be made 

by 6:00 a.m. to allow time to  communicate 

this message to bus drivers. Cancellation   

decisions will only be made after thorough   

consultation with the Safety Officers of school bus companies servicing York Region and are 

based on several factors including precipitation, air temperature, road conditions and 

weather forecast.  

 

Please note the following;  

 

 A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, 

vans and taxis will not operate.  

 
 School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather is not affecting all                 

municipalities in York Region. Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional           

educational programs.  Students attending these programs are transported over large 

attendance areas encompassing several municipal boundaries. This limits the ability to 

cancel bus service using a municipality or zone methodology.  

 

 Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements 

to transport their children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled. If 
buses are cancelled in the morning, they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore      

students transported to school by parents will require the same transportation home.  

 

Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television     

stations after 6:00 a.m. to receive bus cancellation information:  
RADIO  

590 AM 640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 1540AM 1580 AM 88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 

93.1 FM 94.9 FM 95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM 101.1 FM 102.1 FM 104.5 FM 100.7 

FM 107.1 FM  
TELEVISION  

CITY TV CTV Barrie CFTO TV CP24 GLOBAL NEWS  
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by call-

ing 1-877-330-3001, or by following the YCDSB and YRDSB on twitter.  

Please note that school bus charters for fieldtrips will not operate when buses are cancelled 

due to inclement weather.  

   LUNCH BOX ORDERS DO NOT RUN ON SNOW DAYS!! 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCImWtsnu9MgCFUaqHgoddlEATA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fottawa%2Fottawa-gatineau-school-bus-cancellations-1.1050029&bvm=bv.106379543,d.


Brrrrr Its cold!  
 
 

All students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 

are expected to go out for every recess unless 

the Principal or Vice-Principal decides that 

weather conditions are so poor that it would be 

detrimental for them to be outdoors.  Students 
are to come to school ready for winter and         

prepared to be outdoors up to 40 minutes after 

lunch.  When temperatures and/or wind chill 

reach minus 20 degrees Celcius, we consider an 

indoor routine for recess. When temperatures 

and/or wind chill reach minus 18-19 degrees      

Celcius, we consider a shortened outdoor        

routine for recess/events.  

 

Please make sure that your children are dressed 

properly for our invigorating winter days. It is advisable for students to bring 

extra pants and socks. A change is often necessary due to the wet and cold 

weather of the winter months.  To avoid adding to our clothing collection in 

the Lost and Found, please be sure to label all  articles of          clothing.   

Boots, hats, mitts/gloves, scarves, and snow pants for the younger children 

will help make  recess an enjoyable time.  

Lake Simcoe ECO Club News 
Lake Simcoe’s ECO club is promoting two campaigns this February, “Winter Walk 

Day” and “National Sweater Day”. 

National Sweater Day will be held on Thursday, February 1.   Since 2010, over a 

million Canadians have participated in National Sweater Day at their schools, 

workplaces and homes.  A slight reduction in heat can have a positive                  

environmental impact.  At Lake Simcoe, we will be turning down the heat, by 

just 1 or 2 degrees.  Families can join us by lowering the heat at home too!  

Please help us celebrate Sweater Day by wearing your favourite sweater on 

Thursday, February 1.  

Schools across Canada celebrate Winter Walk Day.  This year it takes place on 

Wednesday, February 7, 2018.  Walking is the simplest form of exercise and helps 

children get the 60 minutes of daily physical activity they need.  It’s also a great 

cure for the winter blues and helps students concentrate better in class.  We are 

encouraging students to walk to school on February 7th.  If this is not possible, 

please encourage your child to join the ECO club for an enjoyable winter walk 

around the school yard during first recess, on Wednesday, February 7th.  



News from our School Council 
 

 

 

 

Please join us on Thursday, February 1 @ 6:30pm at The Gem to watch              

Ferdinand! Admission is $3. Bring your family and friends for a fun night out! 

 

Our next School Council Meeting will take place on Wednesday, February 7 @ 

7pm in the library. We’ll be planning out the carnival and talking about our 

fundraising plans among other things. All are welcome! 

 

Booster Juice is back every Thursday and is available to order now! It will be 

available every Thursday from now until the end of the school year! Booster 

Juice will arrive at lunch time. Help our Grade 8’s raise money for their        

graduation. Please go to www.lunchboxorders.com to place your order. 

A 12oz cup for $4.25 and an 8oz cup for $3.50 is available to order with your 

choice of Mango Mania, Berry Blossom or Star Berry (strawberry banana). 

Thank you for your support! 

 

The ZONE News  

 

We are continuing to accept any board games families may be looking to   

donate to the zone. Some of our students have began to collect milk bags to 

build mats to donate to homeless shelters in the GTA. If you have any milk bags 

please send them into the zone.  Our “Me to We” team has begun an initiative 

for different classes to collect personal care items, and donate to our local 

women's shelter.  Keep your eye out through individual classes for more                     

information. If you have further questions, please feel free to contact Ms. 

Draper at the school. 

 

Anyone interested in ordering Spirit wear please stop by the zone for an order 

form! 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lunchboxorders.com%2F&h=ATNdVUVu2moXJ3RD--anBbe6ADEHJYPTS9tKLuRjtsNqItWRrKtwaMjMXd7jcfYeev681WhEvuIDNPsLvBXk_-G08XoYmXoggxFRCQUncPQI2AsehpZorKztHyXLxFkBO8mbjreu4A4BOiYOqWXpJmeBhI0L8aSaFzeSEGop6CzIMe7avIiJ2f9m73X




Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

 

National 

Sweater Day  

 

Movie Night at 

The Gem  

2 

 

PA Day 

 

No School  

3 

4 5 6 7 

 

Winter Walk 

Day  

8 9 10 

11 12 13 

 

Boston Pizza 

Celebrity 

Server 

5:30pm 

14 

 

Report Cards 

go home  

15 

 

Gr 4-8 Electives 

Day  

16 17 

18 19 

 

Family Day 

 

No School 

20 21 22 

 

Character      

Assembly  

23 24 

25 26 27 

 

School       

Council     

Meeting 7pm 

28 

 

Pink Shirt Day  

 


