
 

V
O

L
U

M
E

 

12 
 

March 3 

2023 

CONTACT US 
 
 

905-294-1886 
Guidance  x 515 
 
 

markham.dhs@yrdsb.ca 
 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD 
Gabrielle McGill (A—Hi) 
gabrielle.mcgill@yrdsb.ca 
 
 

 
COUNSELLORS 
 
Jim Buie (Ho—Me) 
james.buie@yrdsb.ca 
 
Marc Weinstein (Mi—St) 
marc.weinstein@yrdsb.ca 
 
Erika Kerhoulas (Su—Z) 
erika.kerhoulas@yrdsb.ca 

 

Please visit our  
Guidance website for     

updates: 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/

schools/
markhamdistrict.hs/

guidance/Pages/
default.aspx 

 
 
 
 

We also have a  
Guidance Google Site: 

https://sites.google.com/
gapps.yrdsb.ca/

mdhsguidance/home  
(must be in your student’s 

gapps account to access the 
Guidance Google Site) 

 

 
The Guidance Alpha has changed slightly for Semester 2. 
Please note the following breakdown when booking a  
registration appointment: 
 
 

Ms. G. McGill                   gabrielle.mcgill@yrdsb.ca              A—Hi            Ext 516   
Mr. J. Buie                      james.buie@yrdsb.ca  Ho—Me       Ext 517      
Mr. M. Weinstein           marc.weinstein@yrdsb.ca            Mi—St          Ext 519      
Ms. E. Kerhoulas             erika.kerhoulas@yrdsb.ca            Su—Z            Ext 518  
 
Guidance Assistant: 
Ms. S. Vlachopoulos       susan.vlachopoulos@yrdsb.ca                Ext 515  
 

Guidance office hours:   Monday - Friday 7:45am - 3:45pm 
Phone# (905) 294-1886 plus extension provided above. 

 

 

 

Important Upcoming Dates! 

Thursday, March 9   -Financial Aid presentation period 4 for grade 12 students 
 

March 13—17 inclusive — Spring Break—school is closed 

COURSE SELECTIONS 
Course selections are now closed. Guidance will not be re-opening course planners 

to make any adjustments to courses. The next and final opportunity to make 

changes to your courses for the 2023-24 academic year, will be in the Spring 

through the course verification process.  We will briefly outline the process in an 

upcoming bulletin.  
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Post-Secondary Information 

FINANCIAL AID PRESENTATION 
 
There will be a financial aid presentation for all Grade 12 students during period 4 on Thursday, March 9th.  
 
During this important presentation, students will learn 
 the cost of College/ University 
 the importance of applying for scholarships & bursaries  
 the application process for OSAP 

2023 SUMMER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Information will be available late March or April regarding summer school courses, formats and locations. 

Once this has been shared with guidance, we will share it with students through announcements as well as 

providing information to parents/guardians in our guidance bulletin.  

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT 
 
The latest issue of the Scholarship Report has been posted to the google classroom.  This issue contains    

scholarship listings with APR-MAY deadlines as well as Updates to scholarships listed in previous newsletters. 

The scholarships are listed according to application submission deadline.   Just a reminder:   All scholarships 

are linked directly to the scholarship's website.  Just click on the name of the scholarship.                  

 

MARCH BREAK POST SECONDARY OPEN HOUSES 
 
March Break is a great time to visit your campuses of interest!  

Please see the links below to view the schedule of University and College OPEN HOUSES and TOURS.  

 

https://seekingscholarships.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Spring-University-Open-Houses-2023-FINAL.pdf  
 
https://seekingscholarships.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Spring-College-Open-Houses-2023-FINAL-3.pd  

SUMMER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fseekingscholarships.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2023%2f03%2fSpring-University-Open-Houses-2023-FINAL.pdf&c=E,1,V44DEFzS-sX-H8XCEECyDL7okJYOaJ9wiDj0HDj23sXAJ7GeirFcbID8Sz3wjj16hdfwD2hGRDTBVQlsfv-BMB1RjT2Nn6u
https://seekingscholarships.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Spring-College-Open-Houses-2023-FINAL-3.pd


 

 

Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) 

Centennial College:   Tuesday, March 21, 2023  (all day)  
SHSM students in the Construction, Transportation and Horticulture and Landscaping sectors (this trip is now FULL). 
 
Tentative Timeline: 
8:30 am –  Depart Markham District High School 
9:00/9:15 am -  Arrive at Centennial College – Downsview Campus (DAC) 
9:15 – 10:15 am – Tour DAC and return to the bus to head to Ashtonbee Campus 
10:45-10:50 am – Arrive at Ashtonbee Campus for a pizza lunch, presentation, and receive and to receive safety glasses 
11:30 am – 12:45 pm– ½ tour / ½ sampler (experiential learning) 
12:45 pm – 1:55 pm – Switch groups and return to homeroom at 2 to depart. 
2:45 pm – return to MDHS 
  
University of Guelph:   Monday, April 24, 2023 
There is space for SHSM students in the Health & Wellness, Non-Profit and Horticulture and Landscaping sectors. 
 
Tentative Timeline for the Day: 
7:00 am sharp – Depart Markham District High School 
9:00 am approximately - Arrive at University of Guelph campus 
Workshop 1 
Lunch on campus (students to purchase or bring lunch if desired) 
Workshop 2 
2:00 pm– Depart 
3:30 pm approximately – return to MDHS 
 
Workshops (subject to change depending on the university): 
Ice Cream Basics 
This activity will cover the basic concepts of ice cream making-- from understanding the importance of the ingredients in the ice 
cream mix, to uncovering the reason behind the type of freezer used. Students will get the opportunity to use a semi-electric ice 
cream maker to freeze ice cream.   
  
Plant DNA Extraction Lab 
Introduction to plant genetics with the Department of Plant Agriculture. Students will extract DNA from plant tissue accompanied 
by an informative lecture on applications in plant research and breeding.  

SHSM Application for September 2023 
Grade 10 students interested in registering for SHSM for next year as well as grade 11 students who have     
taken coop this year or who plan to take coop next year are welcome to sign up for SHSM.  
***Please note, if you are already in SHSM, you do NOT have to reregister. 
Feel free to speak to Mr. Weinstein for additional information. 
  
Students are encouraged to complete their SHSM applications for next year and they may have an opportunity 
to participate in activities scheduled for this year.  

  
Complete the application from this link: bit.ly/YRDSBSHSMapp 

http://www.plant.uoguelph.ca/about-us



