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December 4th 2020 

Message from Our Trustee 

 
Dear Families,  

I hope that you and your loved ones are healthy and well. 2020 has been a challenging 
year in so many ways, and the global pandemic has affected individuals and families in 
different ways.  

I want to reassure you that we continue to work closely with York Region Public Health 
and to prioritize the health and well-being of our students, staff members and families.  
It continues to be important that we adhere to the health and safety measures in place 
to help reduce the spread of COVID-19. You can learn more about what schools are 
doing at www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening.  

While we have seen cases in some of our schools, we continue to work with public 
health to respond quickly, identify cohorts that need to self-isolate as a precautionary 
measure and take all appropriate measures. I want to thank all of our students, families 
and staff members for their diligence in adhering to the public health recommendations 
and health and safety measures in place in our schools.  

One of our priorities in our Multi-Year Strategic Plan is to foster well-being and mental 
health. As a result of the pandemic, many of us are facing changes and new challenges 
that can take a toll on our mental health. It is more important than ever that we check in 
on one another and practice self-care. There are mental health resources for students 
and families on our Board website that address the unique nature of our current 
situation. You can also find information about our Mental Health and Addiction Strategy 
and the work we are doing in schools to promote positive mental health and provide 
support for students.   

While there are challenges, we also continue to have so many reasons to feel positive. 
Our students continue to impress us with their kindness, creativity, innovation, 
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resilience, courage and perseverance. Visit us on YouTube at YRDSBMedia to see just 
some of these stories.   

In the coming weeks and months, many of our students and families will be celebrating 
days of significance and holidays, and I wish you all the very best for the season. While 
we may be celebrating a little differently this year, I hope everyone has a safe and 
happy winter break and we look forward to welcoming students back into our in-person 
and virtual schools in January.  

Ron Lynn  

60 Wellington Street W., Box 40 

Aurora, Ontario L4G 3H2    (289) 221-7352 

Trustee - Markham Wards 2, 3 and 6 

YRDSB Memos  

                   2020-2021 Grade 9 EQAO Assessment of Mathematics 

For the 2020-21 school year, the EQAO is field testing a new online 
assessment for Grade 9 Academic and Applied mathematics 
courses. This assessment is intended to be administered to students 
taking a Grade 9 Mathematics course using an in-school instructional 
model near the end of the instructional period which would be the 
end of semester 1 (January 2021) for YRDSB secondary schools.  

The York Region District School Board has decided that students in YRDSB 
secondary schools will not be participating in the Grade 9 Mathematics 
Assessment Field Test in January 2021.  

The decision to not participate in the field test was made foremost in an effort to 
prioritize the well-being of students and support the continuity of learning in response to 
Covid19. Our current Adaptive rotation model of alternating in-class opportunities, near 
the end of the course, does not align with EQAO’s Field Testing recommendations. 
Lastly, the current model of student attendance limits the flexibility of extending the 
instruction period to allow for extra time.  
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School Notices 

 

Literacy Task #3 will take place on Tuesday, December 8th during 

Block 1 (period 2) in all grade 10 classes. 

EQAO plans to administer the Ontario Secondary School Literacy 

Test (OSSLT) online in spring 2021.  For more information about the Ontario 

Secondary School Literacy Test please visit EQAO’s website. 

 

 

Schedule Change 

Rotation 6 started Friday 

November 27th. 
 
A few reminders about safe and best  
practices for student learning and 
safety: 
 

● If a student does attend school 
on the wrong cohort day, they 
will be sent home.  Cohorts are 
created to keep everyone as 
safe as possible, so this is 
necessary. 

● Afternoon online classes will 
consist of 40 minutes of 
synchronous learning with the 
remaining 10 minutes for 
independent work and / or time 
for students to stretch, get a 
drink, etc.  

● Lastly, if a class or entire 
school needed to be closed 
due to COVID-19, the expectation is that all students are to connect in their 
virtual / online learning platforms (Google Classroom, Moodle, etc.) within 24 
hours.  The student would follow the same schedule in place at the time of the 
closure.  

 

 

https://www.eqao.com/en/assessments/OSSLT


Club Spotlight 

Markville HOSA is back! 

Is your son or daughter interested in the health sciences? 
Are they looking for an opportunity to learn from industry-
approved resources? Do they want to challenge themselves 
by competing in a health event against other passionate 
youth? If so, HOSA is the club for them! 

Markville HOSA runs weekly lessons for our most popular events while providing 
materials and guidance for other events as well. We also plan to host many unique 
events like speaker panels from students in health science programs and Q&A 
sessions with medical professionals! Although the deadline for the Fall Leadership 
Conference has passed, students can still register to join the Markville HOSA chapter 
and participate in the Spring Leadership Conference, SLC. SLC is HOSA Canada’s 
national competition in which students write a formal assessment in their chosen health 
event to receive awards, medals, and a chance to compete at the International 
Leadership Conference. 

To register, visit bit.ly/HOSAregistration2020 and follow the provided instructions 
carefully. For more information, visit Markville HOSA’s website, msshosa.weebly.com 
or follow us on instagram @markville_hosa. 

 

Are you an ELL/Newcomer student at MSS?  
 
TAC is hosting a Virtual Hangout (Drop-In) for students on Wednesday, 
December 9 from 3:00-4:00 pm!  
 

Our first session will include icebreaker activities, general MSS information, and two fun 
games that will give students an opportunity to practice oral speaking.  
 
All ELL (current or former) and newcomer students are welcome!  
 
Please join us on Wed. Dec 9 at 3pm here: https://meet.google.com/zir-nujm-fmn  
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REP YOUR GRADE Activity Brought to you by YAC! 
Hey Markville! 
The Young Activists Club (YAC) is holding our annual Festive Food Drive again this 

year to support local community members in need. This will be a 
grade competition so bring in your non-perishable food items and 
place them in your grade box in the Atrium starting next week. 
 
WHAT? Food drive to support Markham Food Bank 
WHEN?  Dec.7-16th, 2020 
WHERE? Drop your donations in your grade box in the Atrium 
WHY? There is always a need for food donations however this 

year, more than ever, the demand is great.  
PRIZE - The grade that brings in the most food will earn 100 grade points, second 
place wins 50!  Let's do this Mavs! 

Community Notice  

 
The Markham Mayor’s Youth Council is holding a virtual high school preparation 
conference, Evolve 2020, for the purpose of helping students from Grade 7-9 succeed 
during one of their most important years of youth! With speeches from the Mayor of the 
City of Markham, the YRPC Student Trustee, and a student from UC Berkeley 
complemented with multiple enriching workshops and dozens of other ambitious 
students, the Evolve conference will be sure to have the tools and knowledge to help 
students thrive in high school and increase their chances of post-secondary success! 
Evolve will take place on Saturday December 5, 2020 at 10 AM to 3 PM via Zoom 
Video Communications. Spots are limited so sign up at bit.ly/mmycevolve ! 
 

http://bit.ly/mmycevolve


      Tech Tip from YRDSB 

  

      Online resources for parents to cope with stress 

 

Being a parent is one of the hardest jobs in the world.  It is both 

daunting and rewarding. According to a recent survey from The 

Psychology Foundation of Canada, 60% of parents stated their 

biggest challenge was finding time for self-care.  It is important that 

you take care of yourself so you can take care of others. Here are 

some resources, which are taken from our various evidence-informed and proven 

parenting and stress management programs, that will help you to manage your stress 

and to navigate the daily struggles in your life.  If you are interested to learn more about 

these programs that are delivered through educators, social services and health 

professionals, click here. 

 

Here are some great resources: 

Stressstrategies.ca 

Variety of Important Articles on Parenting Topics 

Various Articles on Workplace Mental Health 

Various Booklets on Managing Family and Workplace Mental Health 

Six Part Video Series on Parenting 

24/7: The Working Parent  

24/7: The Working Parent Podcast 
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Tweets of the Week 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Community Notice via YRDSB 
 

Monday, December 14th, 2020 6:30 pm - 8 pm  

PARENTS’ Support Group-All are welcome!  

VIRTUAL MEETING     Topic: ADHD Presentation and Q&A   Does your child’s anxiety, ADHD, 
mood disorders, learning disability, or behaviour challenges make parenting difficult? Join 

us…  

Aurora York PCMH Chapter Meeting   Mon, Dec 14, 2020 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (EST)  

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.   

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/358202845  

You can also dial in using your phone.  

Canada: +1 (647) 497-9391  

Access Code: 358-202-845   

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:   

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/358202845  

   

Benefits of PCMH Support Group:  

• meet other parents with children who have similar challenges  

• find encouragement and emotional support   

• learn strategies to help your child or youth at home/school  

• learn how to access resources in the community  

PCMH is the only provincial, family-led, non-profit organization that provides a voice for families 
who face the challenges of child and youth mental health issues. PCMH provides support, 
education, and linkage between families, communities, agencies and government. PCMH 
believes in the promotion of family-centred principles of care. PCMH envisions a future in which 
children and youth with mental illness enjoy a high quality of life in welcoming and supportive 
communities. For more information and resources, please visit www.pcmh.ca.  
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