
Wednesday, October 16, 2019 Period 3

Literacy Prep: Session #2  
● Introduction
● Reading Strategies
● Making Inferences (interpreting what you read)
● Open Responses (short answer writing)



OSSLT
March 31st, 2020
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Join the Literacy @ Markville 
Secondary School Google 
Classroom

Google Classroom Join Code:

anc9xz
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See the Literacy @ 
Markville Google 
Classroom “Classwork” 
section for more examples 
and practice activities. 

If you haven’t 
already...



After School 
Literacy 
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The after school literacy program is an opportunity for students to work on the specific skills 

and to practice answering the types of questions that will be asked on the OSSLT.

The goal of the program is to reinforce the skills required and to help students feel more 

comfortable for the writing of the OSSLT this spring.

Link to After School Literacy Program Information

Starting Wed. November 13th 2019 & ending Thursday. November 12th 2019.  There are 10 sessions in total and will run 

every Wednesday & Thursday between these times in room 224.  



Reading

Objective: To learn valuable active 
reading strategies to help you 
understand what you are reading 
which will be evaluated on the 
OSSLT. 

Strategies
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What does it mean to be 
an active reader?  
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKOxXCGnZf0


Some students may rush through the reading to 
get to the questions where they think “the marks 
come from”...but on the OSSLT, you are marked 
on how well you understood what you read.

Understanding what you read is where the 
marks are!

Take your time, read the selection, go back to it 
when needed. 
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How many 
of these 
active 
reading 
strategies 
do you use 
already?

More Active 
Reading 
Strategies Here!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6NxV3QRHslwMktLV2hqNTk2WWs/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6NxV3QRHslwMktLV2hqNTk2WWs/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6NxV3QRHslwMktLV2hqNTk2WWs/view


Making

Objective: To learn what the word 
inference means and identify that 
you already do it all the time.  Now 
you need to think about how you can 
infer when reading a selection. 

Inferences
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Inference is using observation and 
background to reach a logical 
conclusion. You probably practice 
inference every day. For example, if 
you see someone eating a new food 
and he or she makes a face, then you 
infer he does not like it. Or if someone 
slams a door, you can infer that she is 
upset about something.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yONFdyp6LKc
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Make Some 
Inferences

1. What message is the husband trying to send Emma?  How can you tell?
2. How is Emma feeling about her husband’s interference with her tasks? 

How can you tell? 
3. What message is Emma trying to send her husband at the end with the 

ipad? How do you know? 
4. How do you think the husband felt in response to Emma giving him the 

ipad at the end? How can you tell?
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Let’s Practice 
Inferencing 
from what we 
read

https://forms.gle/Go9qh4gHQibBaiv66

https://forms.gle/Go9qh4gHQibBaiv66


Open

Objective: To learn what is 
expected of students for an open 
response on the OSSLT in terms 
of structure and details. 

Responses
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An “open response” is a piece of writing that you produce after reading a passage 
or short story. 

For an open response question, you will need to answer a specific question and 
provide evidence from the reading that supports your answer.
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Think about how you would 
answer this question on the 
OSSLT:

What is one character trait that describes Amy? Use specific details from this 
selection to support your answer.
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Activity: In small groups, look at the rubric on slide 21 and the three example student answers on slide 
22.  Decide, which student answer on slide 22  you think got the highest mark and why?
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Which 
answer do 
you think got 
the best 
mark?

How do you know?

Remember, we are looking for 
specific and relevant details from 
the reading selection to support 
the answer. 
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Why should everyone learn about workplace safety? Use specific details from this selection and your own 
ideas to support your answer.
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Student Activity: Using the same reading selection, answer the following question.  Click on the link to 
below to record your answer. 

https://forms.gle/uok8mq9uFxfmwW1H8

https://forms.gle/uok8mq9uFxfmwW1H8


Exit Survey
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https://forms.gle/dAHJB1Zk2SMAnSH4A

https://forms.gle/dAHJB1Zk2SMAnSH4A


THANKS!
Any questions?
Contact me at michelle.e.wilson@yrdsb.ca
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