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November 20th 2020 

Assessment 

 

This week Midterm Report Cards were sent home electronically.  We know that 
for some of you this may be a new process.  To help you better understand this 
document, we are sharing an excerpt from Growing Success. This is the 
document that all educators in Ontario follow for assessing, evaluating, and 
reporting on student learning. 

 

Growing Success: Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting in Ontario Schools 

Assessment is the process of gathering information that accurately reflects how well a 

student is achieving the curriculum expectations in a subject or course. The primary 

purpose of assessment is to improve student learning. Assessment for the purpose of 

improving student learning is seen as both “assessment for learning” and “assessment 

as learning”. As part of assessment for learning, teachers provide students with 

descriptive feedback and coaching for improvement. Teachers engage in assessment 

as learning by helping all students develop their capacity to be independent, 

autonomous learners who are able to set individual goals, monitor their own progress, 

determine next steps, and reflect on their thinking and learning.  

 

Teachers will obtain assessment information through a variety of means, which may 

include formal and informal observations, discussions, learning conversations, 

questioning, conferences, homework, tasks done in groups, demonstrations, projects, 

portfolios, developmental continua, performances, peer and self-assessments, self-

reflections, essays, and tests.  

 



For Grades 1 to 12, assessment is based on evidence of student achievement of the 

provincial curriculum expectations. Teachers will ensure that students’ demonstration of 

their achievement is assessed in a balanced manner with respect to the four categories 

of the achievement chart, and that achievement of particular expectations is considered 

within the appropriate categories. All specific expectations must be accounted for in 

instruction and assessment.  

 

As essential steps in assessment for learning and as learning, teachers need to:  

• plan assessment concurrently and integrate it seamlessly with instruction;  

• share learning goals and success criteria with students at the outset of learning to 

ensure that students and teachers have a common and shared understanding of these 

goals and criteria as learning progresses;  

• gather information about student learning before, during, and at or near the end of a 

period of instruction, using a variety of assessment strategies and tools;  

• use assessment to inform instruction, guide next steps, and help students monitor 

their progress towards achieving their learning goals; 

 • analyse and interpret evidence of learning;  

• give and receive specific and timely descriptive feedback about student learning;  

• help students to develop skills of peer and self-assessment.  

 

Teachers will also ensure that they assess students’ development of learning skills and 

work habits in Grades 1 to 12, using the assessment approaches described above to 

gather information and provide feedback to students. Principals support the fulfilment of 

these policy requirements by encouraging continuing professional development among 

staff and by fostering a school-wide collaborative learning culture based on the sharing 

of knowledge and on a sense of collective responsibility for outcomes. 

 
Growing Success 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growsuccess.pdf  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growsuccess.pdf


School Notices 

Literacy Task #2 will take place on Tuesday, November 24th during 

Block 2 (period 2) in all grade 10 classes. For more information about 

the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test please visit EQAO’s website. 

 

EQAO plans to administer the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 

(OSSLT) online in spring 2021. Additional details to follow. 

 

Schedule Change 

 

 

Rotation 6 starts on Friday 

November 27th. Please check Teach 
Assist to find out which cohort your 
child is in for Period 2 Face to Face. 
Remember you will need your child’s 
password to access Teach Assist.  
 
A few reminders about safe and best  
practices for student learning and 
safety: 

● If a student does attend school 
on the wrong cohort day, they 
will be sent home.  Cohorts are 
created to keep everyone as 
safe as possible, so this is 
necessary. 

● Afternoon online classes will 
consist of 40 minutes of 
synchronous learning with the 
remaining 10 minutes for 
independent work and / or time for students to stretch, get a drink, etc.  

● Lastly, if a class or entire school needed  
● to be closed due to COVID-19, the expectation is that all students are to connect 

in their virtual / online learning platforms (Google Classroom, Moodle, etc.) within 
24 hours.  The student would follow the same schedule in place at the time of 
the closure.  
 
 
 

 

https://www.eqao.com/en/assessments/OSSLT


                                        Tech Tip 

 

Welcome to Week 4, the final week of the four (4) 

week K-12 Cyber Security Awareness Month (CSAM) 

campaign, running from October 26 to November 20. 

  

November 16-20 

Week 4: Be Smart and Safe Online 

 

● Online gaming 

·         Know the risks of online gaming (Word / PDF) (custom content) 

·         How to stay safe when online gaming (Video) 

·         Quick tips for staying safe when online gaming (Word / PDF) (custom content) 

·         Ways to keep your kids safe while playing online games (Blog) 

·         Gaming and your privacy 

● Social media 

·         How to stay safe on social media (Video) 

·         Tips for staying safe on social media (Word / PDF) (custom content) 

·         Are your online friends who they say they are? 

● Cyberbullying 

·         Cyberbullying: What is it and how to stop it 

● Sexual exploitation, sextortion and sexting 

·         What is Child Sexual Exploitation and Sex Trafficking 

·         What is sextortion, what leads to it and how to protect yourself? 

·         Don’t get sextorted, send a naked mole rat (Video) 

·         What is a ‘capper’? (Blog) 

·         What is Grooming? 

·         What is ‘Sexting’ and what are the consequences? 

  

Sources of Referenced Content: 

  

·         Ontario Cyber Security Centre of Excellence – 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/cyber-security-centre-excellence 

·         Get Cyber Safe – Government of Canada – 

https://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/en/home 

https://ecno.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Know-the-Risks-of-Online-Gaming-FINAL.docx
https://ecno.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Know-the-Risks-of-Online-Gaming-FINAL.pdf
https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/privacy-topics/technology/mobile-and-digital-devices/digital-devices/video_gaming/
https://ecno.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Quick-Tips-for-Staying-Safe-when-Online-Gaming-FINAL.docx
https://ecno.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Quick-Tips-for-Staying-Safe-when-Online-Gaming-FINAL.pdf
https://protectkidsonline.ca/app/en/blog_201712_online_gaming
https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/privacy-topics/technology/mobile-and-digital-devices/digital-devices/gd_gc_201905/
https://priv.gc.ca/en/privacy-topics/technology/online-privacy-tracking-cookies/online-privacy/social-media/video_sm/
https://ecno.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Tips-for-Staying-Safe-on-Social-Media-FINAL-v2.docx
https://ecno.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Tips-for-Staying-Safe-on-Social-Media-FINAL-v2.pdf
https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/about-the-opc/what-we-do/awareness-campaigns-and-events/privacy-education-for-kids/fs-fi/friend-ami/
https://www.unicef.org/end-violence/how-to-stop-cyberbullying#5
https://www.wrprevent.ca/what-is-sexual-exploitation-and-human-trafficking
https://www.cybertip.ca/app/en/internet_safety-sextortion
https://dontgetsextorted.ca/#video
https://protectkidsonline.ca/app/en/blog_202005_cappers#:~:text=A%20capper%20is%20an%20individual,more%20sexual%20images%20or%20money.
https://www.cybertip.ca/app/en/child_sexual_abuse-grooming
http://bc.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/ViewPage.action?siteNodeId=2077&languageId=1&contentId=34407
https://www.ontario.ca/page/cyber-security-centre-excellence
https://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/en/home


·         Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada – https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/ 

·         Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario – https://www.ipc.on.ca/ 

·         RCMP – https://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/ 

·         Canadian Centre for Child Protection – https://www.protectchildren.ca/en/ 

·         MediaSmarts – https://mediasmarts.ca/ 

·         Caring for Kids – https://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/ 

·         Canadian Paediatric Society – https://www.cps.ca/ 

·         Egale – https://egale.ca/ 

·         White Ribbon – https://www.whiteribbon.ca/ 

·         CAMH – https://www.camh.ca/ 

·         Ophea – https://www.ophea.net/ 

·         UNICEF – https://www.unicef.org/ 

  

 Stay Cyber Safe!  Thank you to YRDSB IT staff for these great tips! 

 

Tweet of the Week 
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We know that Black parents have a strong history and 

legacy of  engagement, advocacy and support for their 

kids. These are just some helpful tips that our 

organization, Parents of Black Children, would like to 

share.   

PROGRESS REPORTS FOR YOUR CHILD MAY BE 

COMING HOME SOON....  

Here's what you need to know about progress reports...  

1. Progress reports do not give letter grades, but are based on teacher  

assessments and observations.  

2. Parents should know where their child stands in the 



class. Is your child progressing well or progressing 

with difficulty and what is their grade level.  

3. Progress reports are typically accompanied with an 

invitation to meet with your child's teacher. We 

recommend that you meet with them, even if you think 

your child is doing well.  

4. Try to meet with all teachers that support your child 

(including resource teachers).  

Here are some talking points you can use when you 

meet  with your child's teacher  

YOU CAN SAY: "Can you tell me if my child is progressing well,  
progressing very well or progressing with difficulty?"  

TIP: Let the teacher answer this question for language, 

math, science and social studies. Take notes.  

YOU CAN THEN SAY: "Great! Now can you tell me, 
is that an A, A-, B, C etc?"  

TIP Take out your pen and paper and write it down.   
 

● If the teacher says your child is 'progressing well' this is where you 
REALLY have to lean in... Ask them how 'progressing well' translates to a 
letter grade. Is that a B? C-?   

● Ask the teacher to break down each grade according to the following 
categories: reading, writing, oral and media.  

● Be sure to take notes.  



WHAT NEXT?  

   Once you get the letter grade 
ask the teacher what strategies 

they will be using to help your 
child.  

YOU CAN SAY: "What strategies will you be using to 

move my child up to the 

next level?"  

● Take out a pencil and paper and record their response  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HOW YOUR CHILD LEARNS  

Everyone learns differently. If your child needs extra help or 

're-teaching,' remember that is OK. Your child should not 

be penalized for needing extra help.   

WHAT YOU CAN SAY TO THE TEACHER: "The 

strategies that my child uses to demonstrate their 

learning should not impact their grade."  

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT:  

● We want to raise children who ask 

questions and advocate for themselves. .  

● A child should not be penalized for routinely 

seeking clarification.  

● A child does not have to be independent to 

produce Level 4 work (A grade).  

● Teachers are assessing the child's WORK, not the 

child's HABITS.   



● Teachers should be assessing what children demonstrate.   

 

Remember, education is a right!!! Parents have a right to ask questions!!! Don't ever  

feel bad about speaking up for your child!  

NEED HELP?  

 

Copyright © 2020 Parents of Black Children, All rights 
reserved.  
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