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A Message From the Administrative Team
Dear Families,
It was great to see so many of you at the parent/student/teacher interviews last
week. The staff at MMPS appreciates your partnership as we work together to ensure that we support student achievement and well being. We have wonderful students at MMPS, and we thank our families for the work you do to support us at
home with your child(ren).
Please join us on December 8th from 6:00 p.m.to 8:00 p.m. as we celebrate International Human Rights Day. Our students have been working hard on their presentations, and we are delighted to be working with York Regional Police and Youth for
Human Rights on this project. We hope to see you there! On December 22nd we
will be having our annual OPUS celebration from 9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. Please join
us as we celebrate cultural diversity at our school. MMPS is a busy place!
It is hard to believe we are coming to the end of another calendar year, and that the
winter holidays are almost upon us! Please remember that the last day of school before the Winter Break begins is Friday, December 23rd. Please note that instruction
continues up to and including Friday, December 23rd and will resume right after the
winter break, on Monday, January 9th.
Much of what we celebrate is due to the efforts and contributions of our excellent
staff, parents and students. We are also fortunate, as a school, to have remarkable
volunteers and a school council who give so much of themselves each day to further
the learning and positive educational experiences of all our students.
As we enter a season of celebration, we would like to wish all of you much joy as you
spend time with family and friends!
Yours in education,
Nandy Palmer & Padmini Padiachy

A Message From our Trustee
As we near the end of 2016, I hope everyone has had a great school year so far and
found opportunities to get involved with the life of the school.
It is wonderful to have opportunities to see not only what our students are learning,
but to see how they are learning – collaborating and problem solving, using technology in exciting new ways, and engaged in hands-on activities. I want to take this opportunity to thank the dedicated staff members, students, families and community
members across our Board. Thanks to all of the great people we have in our system,
we continue to advance student achievement and well-being.
Our Board continues to have a strong commitment to creating welcoming, inclusive
learning environments that enable all of our students to thrive. Engaging families in
your child’s education and the school community is in an important part of creating
that environment.
There are resources for families available on our Board website at www.yrdsb.ca/
parents, including information on Board programs and supports, and tips for parents
to support your child’s learning at home and at school.
Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday season and a wonderful start to
2017. I hope you are able to enjoy time with family and friends.

Bullying Awareness and Prevention Week
Ontario designated the third week of November (November 21st-25th) as Bullying Awareness and
Prevention Week . During this designated week many different events and initiatives took place at
M.M.P.S. in relation to the theme of bullying and promoting a safe and inclusive school environment!
The intention of these initiatives was to heighten awareness of bullying and its impact, promote our character education, as well as encourage a safe, inclusive and
equitable school climate. The entire school participated in a bulling awareness
carousel, signed a pledge to stop bullying and wore blue on Thursday in solidarity
to stop bullying. Also, many students from all grades participated in a Bookmark
and Poster contest. Bullying awareness goes beyond this week. It includes students and adults working together throughout the school year to be effective. It is
important to talk about bullying regardless of your child’s age. Let’s keep the conversation going!

Film Festival—Felicitations MMPS Students!
Greetings everyone.
Our names are
Devon and Wenyang.
We created a film for
the York Regional
Police Youth Film
Festival . Our film
was picked from all of
the submissions from
schools all across
York Region to be
screened at Cineplex
Vaughan. We finished 3rd place among many other competitors whom were much older than us! The name of our film is
“Deeds Speak”. The reason why we chose this as the title of our film is because it is the official motto of
the York Regional Police. The purpose of the film was to help encourage and demonstrate the importance of ending youth and gang violence. We are happy with the work we did and are thankful to our
families, teachers and principals for their support.

OPUS
We are happy to announce that we will be celebrating OPUS. Students will rotate, experiencing multicultural food and activities. Students, staff and parents are invited to dress up in a traditional costume.
OPUS is a time to say goodbye to the old year and hello to the New Year with all its hopes and new beginnings! OPUS is a time to engage one another in creating a cohesive bind full of optimism and promise.
OPUS is a time for students to see themselves as ‘change-makers’, citizens contributing to the better understanding of one another – and ultimately to a better world for us all. If you would like to help with this
event or contribute a cultural food item,, please contact the school at (905) 475-8143. We hope to see
you at this event on Thursday, December 22nd from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Lunch Assistants Needed!
If you or anyone you know would like to be a PAID occasional Lunch
Assistant please contact the office. We are seeking people to supervise
students while they are eating lunch and playing outside at recess. Lunch
Assistants play an important role in our school.

Library and Learning Commons

From Mr. Hanson….

Vernon Howard

“Always walk through life as if
you have some-thing new to learn
and you will. “

Our French Scholastic Book Fair was a huge success! Students happily participated and many added to their home libraries. Thanks to the community for supporting this event. We raised over $2000.00 which added over 100 books to our
Library collection!!
The Library/Learning Commons is a busy place during morning recesses. Students come to
read books, do research, play learning games, create in the makerspace, participate in Milliken Sings, study and collaborate.
SCHOOL HOURS
Our second makerspace activity is off to a great start! Our goal is to create 1000 origami
cranes in memory of Sadako, the famous girl in Sadako and the Thousand Cranes. We are
First bell:
8:15
using paper from discarded books to make our cranes. So far, we have created 280 cranes!
School Starts: 8:20
They have been placed on the Library wall to form a peace sign. All are welcome to come
Recess:
10:00-10:20 join us from 10 to 10:20 to help us reach our goal.
Lunch:
12:00-1:00 Richard Srimger’s visit to Milliken was a wonderful event. All students from grades 4 to 8
Dismissal:
2:40
listened to his funny presentation about his life and experiences of being a writer and buy his
personally signed books.
Our English Scholastic Book Fair ran from November 21 and to November 25, 2016. We
had another successful event where the community bought some wonderful reading material.
Our primary English classes will be participating in The Forest of Reading program this year.
This program introduces Canadian authors and their new books to different ages and grade
levels. We will be involved with Blue Spruce which is intended for JK to grade 3 students.
Students will be reading and enjoying these books in their classrooms and library/learning
commons. If they read all 10 of the books, they can vote for their favourite. In May students
and staff will take a trip to Harbourfront to find out who the winner is and have an opportunity to meet all the authors. Stay tuned for more information!

The Karate club
meets
every
Wednesday at lunch recess. It’s
been going strong with full
attendance and dedication
from it’s members. We are
learning basic Kihon Waza
(Japanese for fundamental
techniques) and building
from there. The club is
open to grades 6-8 students
and Mr. Hanson plans to
include the younger grades
(grades 4-5) in term 2.

Mr. Hanson
has created a
Study Hall
during lunch
recess on selected days. The purpose is to
give students a chance to catch
up on work, study, work on a
project, and seek help from
teachers who volunteer their
time. It’s not a detention centre. It’s simply a safe and positive environment for students to
come, catch up on work, and
get some help or assistance.
It’s open to grades 6-8 students
and all teachers who want to
help.

Mr. Hanson is
proud to announce our
MMC
(Milliken Media Club). It is run like a company with 4 departments:
Newspaper/Writing, Podcasts/
Announcements, Art Design,
Movie Maker departments.
Students have created some
projects already, for example:
morning announcements, commercials, a radio show featuring
morning music, art and posters,
and newspaper articles. Soon
we will have our feature showing at school along with provide
you a link to watch.

Weather and School Expectations
All students are expected to go out for every recess unless the principal/designate decides that
weather conditions are so poor that it would be detrimental for them to be outdoors. Students
are to come to school ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors for up to 40 . We monitor the weather and, in extreme conditions, we keep the students indoors or shorten the recess breaks. We receive requests from parents asking us to keep their children indoors during
recess times because they are not feeling well. Unfortunately, we do not have the staff or facilities to supervise students who are sick or still recovering from an illness. Students with heavy
colds, etc., which are serious enough to prevent them from participating in physical education, recesses or other outdoor activities, should remain at home until their condition improves. This will likely benefit the students concerned and prevent the spread of their illness
to others. It is advisable for students to bring extra pants and socks. A change is often necessary due to the wet and cold weather of the winter months.

STS School Vehicle Cancellation Procedure
School bus service may be cancelled from time to time due to inclement weather, extreme temperatures and/or
poor road conditions. In these cases, parents and students should develop alternate care/transportation arrangements. Since some bussing schedules begin by 7:00 a.m. or earlier, all cancellation decisions must be made by
6:00 a.m. to ensure the safety of our students. Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough consultation with school bus companies servicing York Region. Decisions are based on several factors including precipitation, air temperature and road conditions.
Please note the following: A decision to cancel school bus transportation may be system wide
(where all buses in York Region are cancelled) or municipality specific (where buses in one or
more municipalities are cancelled). If school bus transportation in your municipality is cancelled
and your child attends school in a different municipality where service is operational, your child
will not be transported to/from school. If school bus transportation in your municipality is operational and your child attends school in a different municipality where service is cancelled,
your child will not be transported to/from school. If buses are cancelled in the morning, they
will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students transported to school by parents will require the same transportation home.
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations
after 6:00 a.m. to receive bus cancellation information:
RADIO - 590 AM 640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 1540 AM 1580 AM 88.5 FM
89.9 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 FM 94.9 FM 95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM 101.1 FM
102.1 FM 104.5 FM 100.7 FM 107.1 FM
TELEVISION - CITY TV CTV BARRIE CFTO TV CP24 GLOBAL NEWS
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001.
When buses have been cancelled and you drive your child in to the school, please remember to be prompt picking up your child by 2:40. Please ensure that your child has a lunch as no pizza will be delivered on a Snow
Day. Also there will be no Kids’ Kitchen on those days either. We want to be proactive and make sure your

The Holidays
As the holiday season approaches and 2016 draws to a close, we extend best wishes for the holiday season
and a happy 2017. We hope the break will prove to be a restful and pleasurable. Make a craft or do some
artwork, read a book or two, do some baking or go outside to play to keep busy. Fair. The

Milliken Mills Public School
Celebrates International Human Rights Day
You are invited to attend International Human Rights Day, “A Celebration of Equity, Diversity & Inclusion”
at Milliken Mills P.S. on Thursday, December 8th, 2016. The event runs from 6:00pm to 8:00pm

Our students have been engaged in Critical Inquiry through a Social Justice framework of Equity, Diversity
and Inclusion. They have explored Human Rights, learned about the Rights of a Child and the development of
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Students are learning how to identify Human Rights as it relates
to their personal, school and societal contexts, impacting peer relations, self-advocacy and citizenship.
On Dec. 8th, students will showcase their learning by performing and presenting unique perspectives on Human Rights, Fairness, Equity and Inclusion. We will be joined by special guests, York Regional Police Diversity Team and members of Toronto Youth for Human Rights. Their attendance and participation will reinforce important themes of Social Justice and Capacity Building within our community of learners and their
families.
The Youth for Human Rights Team will be hosting a “Meet and Greet” with our participating students,
starting at 5:00pm in the gym.
Pizza and water will be sold by the Milliken Mills School Council.
All students who are participating in the performances can PRE-ORDER their pizza.
Students and Families attending the event can also PRE-ORDER pizza.
($2.00 per slice & $1.00 per bottle of water)
THE PROGRAM and PERFORMANCES WILL BEGIN PROMPTLY AT 6:00pm in the gym.
Classes/ Student Groups Performing are:
Madame Momeni (Gr. 3 F.I.)
Mrs. Levy (Gr. 8)
Mr. Hanson (Gr. 8 Mr. Jean-Pierre (Gr. 8 F.I.)
Madame Ahmad (Gr. 4/5 F.I.)
Ms. Statten (Gr. 6/7) Madame Rosca (Gr. 4 F.I.) Madame Leung (Gr. 6
F.I.)
Mr. Kellman (Gr. 4/5)
Mrs. Beharry (Gr. 6,7,8 Student Leadership Team)
We hope to see you there and look forward to welcoming all families and community members on
Thursday, December 8th.

**************************************************************************************
Name__________________________ Grade: ___ Teacher: _______________________ Room_______
Student Pre- Order __________Slices of Pizza
_____________ Water
Total: ___________
Students will be eating their pizza in their homeroom classes between 5:15 and 5:35pm
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