
 

 
 
 

August 17, 2016 
 

Dear Incoming Grade 9 Students and Parents/Guardians: 
 

On behalf of the staff and students of Newmarket High School, it is our pleasure to welcome you to your new 
school.  NHS is a wonderful school that is both rich in tradition and innovation to ensure you will be well 
prepared for your future. We sincerely hope that you will choose to become involved in many school activities 
which will greatly enrich your experience here. 
 

Many of you have already had the opportunity to visit NHS.  We hope you have already formed a positive 
opinion about Newmarket High and feel welcome at your new school.  In September, you will have the 
opportunity to meet our two new Vice Principals Mr. Platt and Ms. Viscomi.  Both are available to help connect 
you to our school community.   
 

We have outlined some information in this letter to help answer questions you may have about starting at NHS.  
In addition, our school website is a great resource for parents/guardians and students.  Please read through the 
information carefully, record key dates, and be sure to contact us if you need further information or clarification.  
 

The First Day of School  - Tuesday, September 6, 2016 
To facilitate the transition to high school, only Grade 9 students and their parents/guardians will be present at 
NHS on Tuesday, September 6.    Students will proceed directly to the gym at 8:05 a.m. for orientation activities, 
led by student Captains.  Captains are senior students who have demonstrated leadership and have volunteered 
to help make the transition to NHS smoother.  Grade 9 students will have the opportunity to meet new friends, 
follow a mini-version of their timetable, meet their teachers, and receive an overview of course expectations.   
During the final weeks of summer, student CAPTAINS will contact each of their group of Grade 9 students at 
home, by phone, to communicate information about the first day of school’s activities and events. If you do not 
wish to have your son or daughter contacted by phone, please contact the main office at Newmarket High 
School. 
 
A simple lunch will be provided for all Grade 9 students; the cafeteria servery (which is typically open from 7:30 
a.m. to 12:45 p.m.) will be closed.  For regular school days, we encourage students to remain at school and 
either bring a bagged lunch or purchase it at the servery.   
  
All parents/guardians of incoming Grade 9 students are invited to attend an information session with our 
administrators in the Newmarket Theatre at 8:05 a.m. 
 
We wish our students well on their educational journey at NHS.  Please feel free to contact us with any 
questions or concerns that you may have.  
 
We hope that everyone has a wonderful, safe, summer season! 
 

Shawn Bredin, Joshua Platt and Pina Viscomi 

Newmarket High School 
Administration 
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Welcome Day –Thursday, September 1, 2016 (9:00a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) 
Traditionally, this was a day where students visited the school and picked up information on a variety of topics 
including timetables, locker information, school year guide, and purchased school options (e.g., yearbook, 
uniforms). 
 
Last year, we eliminated any lines by transitioning to a Virtual process.  We will still have a few student leaders 
and staff present, but we are encouraging students and parents to register on the Board’s School Cash Online 
(see last page for instructions), to avoid any lines and delays.   
 
After students register with School Cash Online, the school will share information electronically with students in 
late August / early September:  

 School Year Guide (will be distributed in class); 
 School Insurance (will be distributed in class); 
 Timetable (via Board Google email*) and 
 Locker assignment and combination (via Board Google email*). 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
On the morning of September 1st, students/parents can still visit the school to pay via cash/cheque and navigate 
the building.  In addition, we will have computers available to help parents/students access and register via 
School Cash Online (if needed).   
 

Lockers 

Please note that, this year, locker information will be emailed to students via their Google Account.  At NHS, 

Grade 9 students share a locker with a classmate.  Lockers are the property of the York Region District School 

Board, and can be accessed at any time by an administrator.  Students should not keep valuables in lockers, and 

should not share the lock combination with anyone other than their locker partner. 

 
Yearbooks 

Yearbooks are valued by students as a memory book that records their experiences at NHS.  Yearbooks may be 

purchased through School Cash Online or on-line at www.jostens.com until January 30th, 2017.  Books will not 

be available for purchase in June, as they must be pre-ordered. 

 
School Council 

We encourage parents to become involved in their child’s school. They may choose to be a member of the 

School Council Executive, or to attend our monthly meetings for information on school events and activities.  

Our first School Council meeting will be held on Thursday, September 22 at 6:45 p.m. in the library.  We hope 

that many new NHS parents will attend! School council elections are held at this first meeting for the positions 

of chair(s), secretary, and treasurer. If you are interested in being a member of council or holding an elected 

position please visit the school website, for a nomination form. These forms can be found under the School 

Council tab. 

 

 

Students new to the YRDSB will be able to retrieve their User Id / Password beginning 
August 29 

 

http://www.jostens.com/


 

 

Student Engagement Fee 

Student Council, Athletic Council, Music Council, Arts Council, and Healthy Schools Council plan events and 

activities throughout the year for the benefit of all students, based on the collection of the student engagement 

fee.  These activities foster school spirit and develop a greater sense of community within the school. 

 
We encourage all of our students to become involved in a variety of school activities knowing that school is 

much more rewarding for those who participate.  Each year, Newmarket High School offers a wide variety of 

clubs, committees, and activities.  Our Councils are very creative and will plan a number of engaging events for 

all students. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
If students/parents choose not participate in the engagement fee individual event costs may be higher.  
Students should listen to announcements and watch for posters advertising our many activities, and get 
involved!  A list of last year’s clubs and teams can be found on our school website: Teams, Clubs, Councils.  
 
Healthy Active Living Uniforms 

For health and safety reasons, proper physical education clothing (shorts, T-shirt, socks, running shoes) must be 

worn by students enrolled in Phys. Ed. courses.  On the first day of Health and Physical Education class, students 

will receive an order form listing the cost per item.  Parents can order the number of items as per their choice.  

Payments are made through School Cash Online. 

 
Timetables 

Students are expected to follow timetables as outlined.  All students in grades 9 – 11 must enrol in eight courses 

throughout the year.  Timetable changes will only be made in exceptional circumstances.  Guidance counsellors 

will be available during the first week of school to assist with any timetable concerns.  The Guidance office will 

be extremely busy during the first few days of school; your patience will be appreciated. 

 
Accident Insurance 

For those who are not covered elsewhere, information on accident insurance coverage will be available on the 

first day of school for students who desire it.  Parents will be responsible for mailing their child’s premium 

directly to the insurance company. 

 

Attendance 

It is expected that all students report to every class on time every day.  Parents/guardians are asked to refrain 

from booking vacations during school time, since it is difficult for students to keep up-to-date with school work if 

absent for long periods of time.   

 
It is also important to remember that all students must write final examinations on the days scheduled.  

Examinations cannot be altered for personal reasons; missed exams may receive a mark of zero.  All examination 

periods are posted on the school calendar. Please check with an administrator to confirm which exams will be 

written each day. 

 

To engage in any student engagement events and activities, there is a student engagement fee of $30. 
Payment can be made via School Cash Online.  While many events are offered at no cost, additional 
fees may be required, depending on the event, sport, club or team. 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/newmarket.hs/info/Pages/-Athletics,-Clubs,-and-Councils.aspx
https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/


 

 

Bus Information 

Student Transportation Services of York Region provides transportation for students in 

accordance with Board policy.  Students living in Newmarket, which is a public transit-served 

area, are NOT eligible for school bus transportation.  Students in partially integrated, Special 

Education programs are eligible.  Students attending NHS for French Immersion or Gifted programs, and who 

live outside the Newmarket area, are eligible for school bus transportation. York Region Transit information may 

be found at www.yorkregiontransit.com or at 1-866-668-3978. School bus information is located at 

www.schoolbuscity.com. 

Electronic Resources  

YRDSB students have access to many Board-secured online tools and applications with the use of their student 
number and Board password. These applications include a number of resources including Career Cruising, 
Moodle and TeachAssist.   
 
To view all Board supported resources, please visit:   

 

 

 

Google Applications for Education (GAFE)  

The YRDSB is now Google-enabled, and all students have access to a Google 

Applications for Education domain (GAFE).  The GAFE suite allows student access to a 

host of collaborative and communication tools, to work and connect more efficiently.  

Google Docs, Spreadsheets, Forms, Presentations, and Calendars are a few Apps which make 

collaboration easy, as well as offering the ability to share individual files and folders with students.   

This domain allows our students and staff access to Google Applications and a Google email that is not 

on the public side. It is a “walled garden” that only students and teachers can access with their school 

board credentials.   

Logging On To GAFE: 

Access to the GAFE: Students should use a Chrome, Firefox or Safari browser to access the Google Apps 

for Education browser. They will not be able to access the GAFE environment using Microsoft Explorer 

as their browser.  

Current YRDSB Students can access their account by going to http://google.yrdsb.ca and logging in 

with Board provided information (Username = student number and their network password).  New 

YRDSB Students, once registered, receive a YRDSB student number and password. After the first day of 

school, the Board creates a local school account, as well as the Google Apps for Education account.  In 

September, students will usually have access to new accounts within a week. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Students/Pages/Online-Tools.aspx 
 

http://www.yorkregiontransit.com/
http://www.schoolbuscity.com/
http://google.yrdsb.ca/
http://google.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Students/Pages/Online-Tools.aspx


 

Google Email 

As part of all students’ YRDSB Google Drive, they have a GAFE email associated with them. Each 

student’s Google Apps for Education email is their student number@gapps.yrdsb.ca; for example, 

123456789@gapps.yrdsb.ca.  Their password for this account and email is the same one they have 

been using to access the school network /computers.  This email is used when teachers and students 

share documents within the GAFE domain.   

 

 

Moodle is a protected Learning Management System (LRS) that provides many YRDSB 

students with an online environment. Students access the Moodle by going to 

http://moodle2.yrdsb.ca.  Once again, they use their student number and board password for 

access. If a teacher directs a student to the Moodle, they often provide an enrolment key 

required for their Moodle. 

 

TeachAssist 

TeachAssist is an Assessment and Evaluation recording and reporting online system used by 

many teachers and shared with students for regular feedback. 

Students access the website at http://ta.yrdsb.ca and use their student number and Board 

network password to access their information. 

 

 

 

  

mailto:123456789@gapps.yrdsb.ca
http://moodle2.yrdsb.ca/
http://ta.yrdsb.ca/


 

SCHOOL CASH ONLINE 

School Cash Online provides the following benefits: 
• A convenient fee payment option that saves time 
• Reduces paper 
•  No more need to send cash or cheques to school   
• A quick way to register: it takes less than 5 minutes! 
 

Parents who opt to participate will receive notification via email of student fees owed (both required and 
optional), and can make secure online payments by credit card or Interac and receive a receipt.  
To view a presentation about the program, go to 

http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/.  

Step 1: Register 

a)  Click on  the School Cash Online button on the NHS website, 
and select the “Get Started Today” button. 
 

b) Complete each of the three Registration Steps 
 
*For Security Reasons, your password requires 8 characters,  
 one uppercase letter,  one lowercase letter and a number. 

 
Step 2: Confirmation Email 
 

A registration confirmation email will be automatically forwarded 
to you.  Click on the link provided inside the email to confirm your 
email and School Cash Online account.  The confirmation link will 
open the School Cash Online site prompting you to sign into your 
account.  Use your email address and password just created with 
your account. 
 

 Step 3: Find Student 
NOTE: A STUDENT NUMBER IS REQUIRED  
 This step will connect your children to your account.  
a) Enter the School Board Name 
b) Enter the School Name 
c) Enter Your Child’s Student # and Last Name 
d) Select Continue 
e) On the next page confirm that you are related to the child, check in the Agree box and select Continue 
f) Your child has been added to your account   
 
Step 4: View Items or Add Another Student  
If you have more children, select “Add Another Student” option and repeat the steps above.  Five children can 
be added to one parent account. 
If you do not wish to add additional children, select “View Items For Students” option.  A listing of available 
items for purchase will be displayed. 
 

NEED HELP WITH SCHOOL CASH ONLINE? 
If you require assistance, select the GET HELP option in the top right hand corner of the screen or contact 
School Cash Online – Parent Help Desk at 1-866-961-1803 or parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com. 
 
LOOKING FORWARD TO AN AWESOME SCHOOL YEAR! 

http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/
https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
mailto:parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com

