
Newmarket High School
Feb 26, 2019



 Date:  Wednesday, March 27,2019
 Time:  Starts promptly at 8:30 a.m.

 How:  Booklet 1 (75 min), Break (15 min), 
Booklet 2 (75 min)

 There are separate Question and Answer 
Booklets: Make sure you put your answers in 
the Answer Booklet!



 You have an assigned location, seat and 
test package.

 Check the list of locations posted on the 
windows of the cafeteria on or before 
Tuesday, March 19.

 If your name is not on the list, see 
Mr. Gordon (principal) immediately.



 In Grade 10, students take the 
Ontario Secondary School 
Literacy Test, which measures 
whether or not they are 
meeting the minimum standard 
for literacy across all subjects 
up to the end of Grade 9.



 Successful completion of the literacy test is 
one of the 32 requirements students must 
meet to earn an Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma.



The OSSLT is designed to reflect the
requirements of The Ontario Curriculum. The
test assesses literacy (reading and writing)
skills students are expected to have acquired 
by the end of Grade 9.



 The test is scored by qualified 
individuals (outside of our school) 
who have received special training 
for this purpose.



 A Student Report released in June will 
indicate whether you have been successful or 
unsuccessful



 You may retake the test the following year

OR

 You may enrol in the 
Ontario Secondary School 
Literacy Course (OSSLC)





 MOODLE resource
Newmarket HS OSSLT: 
Targeted Extra Help
(enrolment key is 
“literacy”)

 In-class preparation 
sessions

 After School Literacy 
preparation sessions (every 
other week in 310, dates in 
your calendar)

PRACTISE!





 No cell phones, audio- or video-recording 
devices, pagers, digital music players or any 
e-mail or text-messaging devices will be 
permitted in the test room.  You can’t use 
them, even if you finish the test early!

 You may not leave early; use 
the time to check your work.



Late policy
 If you are late up to 10 minutes, go to your

scheduled classroom and you will be
permitted to write the test there (without
instructions).

 If you are more than 10 minutes late, go to
the office.



Supplies to bring
 Dark blue or black pen.
 Pencil with a good eraser.
 Highlighter (optional).

Washroom
 Go to the washroom before the test begins.



 “During the test, no one may explain, define or 
provide examples of reading vocabulary or writing 
terminology to students, including those with 
accommodations.”

 “During the test, nothing may be said or done to 
influence student responses, including, but not 
limited to, actions such as drawing a student’s 
attention to an unanswered question.”

 “At no point during or after the test may anything be 
said or done to encourage students to alter or revise 
their responses.”



 You were to complete Book 1 last week and 
bring it with you today.

 If you do not have your Book 1, make notes of 
the ideas I tell you today on a separate piece of 
paper.   

 Use the ideas we discuss today to do the tasks in 
Book 2 which you will write on Wed Mar 6 and 
take up the next day on Thurs Mar 7 



RULE #1 – NEVER, EVER, LEAVE IT BLANK!

RULE #2 - PROVIDE  SPECIFIC DETAILS

RULE #3 – WHEN IT COMES TO WRITING
TASKS,  MAKE UP  THE SPECIFIC
DETAILS 

(reading task details MUST be from the text)

RULE #4 –REPORT LIKE A REPORTER

http://moodle2.yrdsb.ca/mod/quiz/attempt.php?attempt=27333






 Highlight important information as you read

 Read the question; then, reread the text to 
determine the most correct answer

 Eliminate answers that you know are wrong

 If all else fails, guess and come back to it later 
if you have time.



NEVER, EVER, LEAVE IT BLANK!
There’s no penalty for wrong answers.

You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take.
~ Wayne Gretzky



The #1 strategy for success on 
multiple choice questions is to 

REREAD!

The multiple choice answers are tricky.  
Each answer is designed to look right.



Answers:
1-B
2-C
3-B
4-B
5-C



 Remember that you can  ask any of your 
teachers to help you understand why your 
answer was wrong.

 You can come to the After School Literacy 
prep course on Thursday in room 310 
(Thursday Mar 7 and 22)





PROVIDE  SPECIFIC  DETAILS

Any open response questions, for reading or 
writing, require an answer to the writing prompt 
followed by specific, relevant details clearly 
connected to the response.





Should city  officials in Rome 

be worried or pleased about 

the fad of putting locks on the lamppost  

 Explain your answer using details from the 
selection and your own ideas



1. Clearly state your opinion (one side or the 
other, use words from the question)

2. Use specific, relevant support from the 
reading selection (quote)

3. Clearly connect quote to opinion



City  officials in Rome should be worried about 
the fad of putting locks on the lamppost 
because… 

OR

City  officials in Rome should be pleased about 
the fad of putting locks on the lamppost 
because… 



 Sample quote that could be used to support opinion 
“worried”

(p.5) The rite has reached a dimension that will be 
difficult to cope with. We must guarantee the 
bridge’s decency while preserving this beautiful 
practice.

 Clear connection you could make:  
This fad is a worry for city officials because it is their 
responsibility to keep attracting tourists while 
keeping the bridge from being an eye sore. 



 Some quotes that could be used for “pleased”
(p.3) tourists are being drawn to an area 
that is usually off the beaten track

 Clear connection you could make:  
This fad is a reason for city officials to be 
pleased because it is their responsibility to 
support the local economy and attracting 
tourists is one way to do that. 



reading comprehension 
details MUST be 

from the text











 Highlight the most important idea related to the 
question asked and use it to determine your answer.

 Clearly answer the question asked using the words 
from  the question.

 Quote the part of the text that supports your answer.

 Clearly connect the answer you gave in the first 
sentence (your idea) and your supporting detail to the 
question asked.  





The #1 strategy for success on 
multiple choice questions is to 

REREAD!

Reread each option and choose the best
Substitute into the paragraph where 

appropriate 



NEVER, EVER, LEAVE IT BLANK!
There’s no penalty for wrong answers.

You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take.
~ Wayne Gretzky



Answers:
1-C
2-C
3-D
4-A





When it comes to writing tasks,  
MAKE UP the specific details.

(reading comprehension details 
MUST be from the text)

You can pull from:
 Your personal experience
 Experiences you know about
 TV, Movies, Video Games, Books...





What would be the ideal 

job 

for you

 Use specific details to explain your choice



1. Clearly state your idea – identify a job

2. Use specific details that are relevant to the 
job

3. Clearly explain why these specific details 
make it  ideal for you (i.e. relevant to you)



Teaching Kindergarten would be the ideal job 

for me .  



Teaching Kindergarten would be the ideal job 

for me .  Kindergarten teachers work with 4 

and 5 year olds.  They set up  play centers to 

help them learn their numbers and letters.   



Teaching Kindergarten would be the ideal job for me .  

Kindergarten teachers work with 4 and 5 year olds.  They 

set up  play centers to help them learn their numbers 

and letters.   I love working with young children and am 

very creative, so Kindergarten teaching is ideal for me.



 Start with answering the question and using the 
words from the writing prompt.  E.g. The ideal job for 
me is…

 Choose a specific example to illustrate your idea.  
Use what you know from your own life, from school, from TV or 
movies to help you think of a good example

 Make sure you close having clearly explained 
how your specific example supports your 
answer. Don’t make the reader have to connect the dots!



 You only have six lines to write on. Words 
past the sixth line aren’t read!  Don’t write so 
small that the reader can’t make out what 
you’ve written!

 You need more than 20 words to get a score 
for writing conventions.

 Try to write on at least five of the lines. 



 Idea

 Specific detail

 Connection of idea to detail 
(explains relevance of detail)



 Brainstorm ideas that you could use to answer the 
question.  Create a specific detail for each idea.  
Choose the idea with the most compelling detail.   

 Clearly answer the question asked using the words 
from  the question.

 Tell about the specific detail that you created.  It 
might be an example or an explanation.

 Clearly connect your answer in the first sentence and 
your supporting detail to the question asked.  



 Did you clearly identify your ideal job (either by 
name such as Kindergarten teacher or by 
description such as working with children with 
disabilities)?

 Did you give one or two specific details of what 
the job involves or why you want that job?

 Did you clearly explain why your details justify or 
explain why the job is ideal for you?

















REPORT LIKE A REPORTER

The news report is NOT a morning 
announcement, an interview,  a blog, nor 

science fiction/fantasy. 





1. The response is a news report related to the 
headline and photo with a clear and 
consistent focus on an event. 

2. There are sufficient specific supporting 
details, which are thoughtfully chosen to 
develop the news report. 

3. The organization is coherent demonstrating 
a thoughtful progression of ideas.



 Did you tell exactly WHY they had a car 
wash?

 Did you tell exactly:
 Where it happened (school name, town)
 When it happened (date and time)
 Who organized it and participated in it (first and 

last names)
 Who benefited from the car wash



 Did you include specific details such as:  
 how many people (e.g. 15 students, over 100 cars…), 
 how much money raised (e.g. just over $2000), 
 how much time (the first Saturday of each month)…

 Did you include quotes, citing first and last 
names, from each of the following people:
 Someone in charge
 Someone who participated
 Someone who benefited or will benefit



1. Is the news report in third person (no “I” 
except in quotes)?  Ensure it’s not a narrative 
(like a story from a book).

2. Underline your clear, complete lead (factual 
statement of what happened).

3. Verify that you organized the report with 
recent news first, followed by factual 
information.



4. Check that you used short paragraphs (1 or 2 
sentences) for each detail and that the 
details are SPECIFIC.  

5. Use quotations or attributions as supporting 
details.  Quotations should be from at least 
two perspectives.  Begin a new paragraph 
for each speaker.  
“Remember to use proper punctuation in 
the quotations,” said Mr. Gordon



6. Check that 
 Each paragraph is a new detail (no repeated ideas)

 Each paragraph is directly related to the heading 
and picture

 Your argument comes to a logical conclusion in 
the final paragraph (opening lead connects to 
closing sentence – both tied to idea of success).



 Brainstorm ideas first

 Organize your ideas into paragraphs

 Elaborate/support your ideas 

 Follow instructions carefully 







Answers:
1-B
2-D
3-B
4-A
5-B
6-D







Identify a main idea and support 
with a specific detail. 

Believe it or not, this innocent looking short 
answer question is left blank or completed 
poorly (no specific details) by many 
students.



 Reread the first and last sentences to identify 
the main idea. 

 Reread the text and find a specific detail (or 
two) that supports and further explains the 
idea you identified.

 Finish your answer by making sure you’re 
explicit about how the detail supports the 
idea.



 Did you get at least one of the correct main 
ideas?
 Rail cars were converted into schools/classrooms
 Rail car classrooms provided education

 Is your detail specific e.g. a quote taken word 
for word from the text?

 Is your specific detail relevant? 











 It contains
 Writing a series of paragraphs expressing an 

opinion
 Writing conventions – Multiple Choice (grammar)
 Real life Narrative - Multiple Choice
 Dialogue – Multiple Choice and two Open 

Response questions
 Short Writing Task – Open Response
 Graphic Text – Multiple Choice



You have 75 minutes in this class to do an entire 
booklet.  

 If 75 minutes is not enough time for you to 
answer all of the questions in the booklet, please 
tell your teacher.

 If you don’t have a period 5 class, please do Book 
2 at home and time yourself.  Let the office 
know if you were unable to finish it in 75 min.





NEVER, EVER, LEAVE IT BLANK!

If you don’t know – MAKE IT UP
It’s not about truth

it’s not about what you actually believe 
it’s about your ability to support an idea.







Should any course be compulsory in 
high school?

 If you don’t know what “compulsory” means, 
think of a word to replace it that could make 
sense and explicitly write about that.  They 
want to assess your ability to write, so show 
them what you can do!



 Clearly state your idea

 Consistent focus on the main idea

 Sufficient specific details

 Clear explanation of relevance of details to 
idea stated







RULE #1 – NEVER, EVER, LEAVE IT BLANK!

RULE #2 - PROVIDE  SPECIFIC DETAILS

RULE #3 – WHEN IT COMES TO WRITING
TASKS,  MAKE UP  THE SPECIFIC
DETAILS 

(reading task details MUST be from the text)

RULE #4 –REPORT LIKE A REPORTER

http://moodle2.yrdsb.ca/mod/quiz/attempt.php?attempt=27333
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