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On behalf of the entire staff, we would like to welcome everyone back to school for the 2017 -18 school
year. We hope that you have enjoyed the summer months and are ready for an exciting school year. We
are excited to welcome our students back to school and look forward to working together to support student achievement and well-being. At Pierre Berton, we are committed to ensuring that each of our students has the opportunity to grow and learn in a positive, safe, caring and inclusive environment.
This year we have had significant growth and our enrolment has exceeded 700 students. In order to accommodate the increase in enrolment, two additional portables have been added on the back tarmac.
With the ongoing registrations, please note that our school organization is tentative and changes may need
to be made near the end of September.
Preparing a school for the beginning of a new school year takes the hard work and commitment of many
people. We would like to thank our caretakers, Mr. Richardson, Mr. Tansley, Mr. Acchione and Mr. Giagiari
for their hard work throughout the summer to ensure our school is in great condition to begin a new school
year. We thank Ms. Gabrielli and Mrs. Purdy who were extremely busy last week coordinating many new
student registrations and preparing for the upcoming school year. Your child ’s teachers have also worked
at various times throughout the summer in the set up of the classrooms and planning of programs to ensure a successful year for students.
We would like to extend a special welcome to our new Pierre Berton staff members: Anna Gabrielli
(Office); Caitlin Morrison (Gr. 2/3); Alexa Pattara (Gr. 5); Sharon Deleanu (Gr. 6); and Katlynne Smith (ASD
Community Class); Kathleen Rodgers (Reading Recovery). We welcome back to PBPS: Vanessa Monti
(FDK); Lindsey Cottes (FDK); Nickisha Stephenson (FDK); Aisha Khan (Gr. 1/2); Mandip Samra (Gr. 3); Stephanie Bezaire (SERT); and Melissa Rosato-Bagheri (SERT) . We look forward to working with our new staff.
In order to ensure a safe drop-off and pick up routine, we ask all parents to adhere to the procedures put in place.
We encourage families to walk to school to alleviate the traffic congestion around the school, as well as engaging in a
healthy habit. Please refer to the information regarding the Kiss and Ride in the newsletter. At no time may cars stop
or park in our bus loop. This loop is for school transportation and emergency vehicles only. We ask students and
parents/caregivers to be extremely cautious when dropping off and picking up students as the traffic can be extremely heavy. Please ensure great care is taken when crossing the street. A crossing guard is at the intersection of Davos
and Via Campanile . We appreciate the support of the entire community in order to keep our students safe.
Students in grades one to three are dismissed at 2:50 pm through the south/west doors at the back of the school.
We ask parents/guardians/caregivers to stand well back of the doors in order for the safe dismissal of our students.
Staff and students need space to exit safety and meet the designated pick-up person. We appreciate parents support
at this time.
We look forward to a great school year!

Writing the Pages of our Future!
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Tentative School Organization
Staff Name
Vanessa Monti
Lindsey Cottes
Jennifer Cain
Nadia Adjei
Jacqueline Tan
Stephanie Vecchiarelli
Emily Burns
Laura Paglia
Aisha Khan
Christopher Pennino
Karina Starobinsky
Caitlin Morrison
Mandip Samra
Nicole Gross
David Abitbol
Stephanie Ridgley
Jenna Feldman
Sandra Saraceni
Melissa Abballe
Pam Schipper
Alexa Pattara
Sharon Deleanu
Jessica Oliveira
Melissa Grisolia
Shawn Sanghera
Kiera Punnett
Derek Herbert
Kristina Gerrard
Katlynne Smith
Stephanie Bezaire
Melissa Rosato-Baghera
Farshad Derakshandeh
Kerri Hardy
Diane Cipollone
Laura Stolf
Kevan Li
Alana Sajatovic
Kalpana Vaze
Amanda Buttarazzi
Christina Franz
Maria Guarino
Narinder Dhaliwal
Nickisha Stephenson
Stephanie Polsoni
Michele Vala-Fernandes
Christina Direito
Jessica Kramer
Ambreen Agha
Parizad Namvar
Ted Carlisle
Joan Ramlogan-Maraj
Jane Purdy
Anna Gabrielli

Position
JK/SK
JK/SK
JK/SK
JK/SK
JK/SK
Grade 1
Grade 1
Grade 1
Grade 1/2
Grade 2
Grade 2
Grade 2/3
Grade 3
Grade 3
Grade 3
Grade 3/4
Grade 4
Grade 4
Grade 4/5
Grade 5
Grade 5
Grade 6
Grade 6
Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 7
Grade 8
Grade 8
SERT
SERT
SERT
SERT / ESL
Reading Recovery/Library
Reading Recovery/ESL
French
Music
French
Primary Prep
Primary /Junior prep
Prep / ESL
DECE
DECE
DECE
DECE
DECE
Educational Assistant
Educational Assistant
Educational Assistant
Educational Assistant
Child and Youth Worker
Child and Youth Worker
Office Admin Assistant
Office Admin Assistant

Staff Name

Position

Mike Richardson
Mark Acchione
Daniel Tansley
Frank Giagiari
Jennifer May
Wendy McVicar-Lew

Lead Caretaker
Caretaker
Caretaker
Caretaker
Vice-Principal
Principal

School Day Organization
School Day Organization: Kindergarten - Grade 8
8:30 a.m. - 2:50 p.m.
8:15 - 8:30: Entry
8:30 - 10:10: Instructional Time
10:10 - 10:30: Recess
10:30 - 12:10: Instructional Time
12:10 - 1:10: Lunch
1:10 - 2:50: Instructional Time
2:50: Dismissal

Professional Activity & Training Days
Monday, September 25, 2017
Friday, October 20, 2017
Friday, November 24, 2017
Friday, January 19, 2018
Friday, February 2, 2018
Monday, June 4, 2018
Friday, June 29, 2018

School Holidays
Labour Day

Monday, September 4, 2017

Thanksgiving Day

Monday, October 9, 2017

Christmas/

Monday, December 25, 2017 to

Winter Break

Friday, January 5, 2018 inclusive

Family Day
Mid-Winter Break

Monday, February 19, 2018
Monday, March 12, 2018 to
Friday, March 16, 2018 inclusive

Good Friday

Friday, March 30, 2018

Easter Monday

Monday, April 2, 2018

Victoria Day

Monday, May 21, 2018
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Important Information
Student Agendas
Available on Cash ONLINE is information for purchasing the agenda
planner for students in grades one
to eight. Students will receive their
agendas after the purchase is
made online.
Work and study habits are an important part of becoming an independent lifelong learner. Students
learn valuable organizational skills
such as recording homework, tests
and assignment dates. The agenda also provides an excellent communication tool between school
and home.
We recognize that many of our
intermediate students utilize technology as a tool for organization.
For students who do not, we hope
you choose to purchase an agenda
as it is an effective way to help
your child to develop homework
routines and organizational skills.

Message from our Trustee
As we begin the 2017-2018 school year, I want to take this opportunity to welcome all of our
new and returning students and families. This is an exciting time of year and I hope you are
starting this new school year as trustees are - with optimism and a commitment to working
together to continue advancing student achievement and well-being.
An important part of that commitment is working together with staff members, families and
communities to ensure our schools provide an environment that is safe, welcoming and inclusive. This takes on increasing importance given recent local and global events. We take pride in
the diversity of our communities and will continue striving to uphold the values of equity and
inclusivity in our system.
Trustees have had a busy summer, welcoming our new Human Rights Commissioner and beginning the process for selecting a new Director of Education as we continue to move forward
implementing the Minister’s Directions.
An important part of the director selection process includes collecting input from students,
staff, families and community members - input that will be used to shape the job description,
interview questions and more. I encourage everyone to share their thoughts through the survey available in September. We will continue to keep you updated as this work progresses.
Our schools are stronger when we work in collaboration with families and communities. Partnerships with parents and families are essential to achieving the goals we have for our students, and I hope that you will find opportunities to get engaged with the school and your
child’s learning this year.
I wish you all the best for the upcoming school year.

Cell Phones / Bring Your Own Device
For personal safety and security, some parents want their children to have cell phones. We understand that desire and
support it. Cell phones and other personal communication devices must be turned off and kept out of sight during all instructional periods, except when used for learning purposes with the clear permission of the classroom teacher. The school is not
responsible for personal items that go missing at the school. If a student is using a phone without permission it may be confiscated and given to the office. The phone will be returned to the student at the end of the school day. Please note that
cameras and cell phone camera functions are not permitted to be used on school property without explicit permission
from the principal or teacher. The inappropriate use of cell phones, especially camera phones can become a problem
in schools. Let’s work together to ensure that it is not a problem at Pierre Berton Public School.
In the intermediate grades, students will have the opportunity to ‘bring your own device’ for instructional purposes at
school. Classroom teachers will be sending home additional information with the students regarding the BYOD protocol
over the next few weeks..
School Start Up Package
A number of important forms have been included in the ‘School Start Up Package’ sent home today. Please take the time
to read this material carefully and return the forms that require a signature to your child’s homeroom teacher immediately.
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Important Information
Physical Education Classes

Terry Fox Run

Students will participate in physical education classes
twice a week. All students from grades four to eight
are expected to have a change of clothing for gym
classes. Students are required to wear shorts or track
pants, a t-shirt, and indoor running
shoes. Younger students will not be
required to change, however they will
need to wear clothing appropriate for
gym classes on these days.

This year marks the 37th annual
National School Run for Terry Fox's
Marathon of Hope. Schools all across
Canada will be paying tribute to Terry
Fox by participating in a school-wide walk and the
staff and students of Pierre Berton Public School will
be participating. On Thursday, Sept 28th, we will be
holding our sixth annual Terry Fox Run. We will be
sending home more information in the coming weeks.

Safety Week: September 25th—29th
The York Region District School Board is committed to providing safe learning environments for all students. To support
that endeavour, the week of September 25—29, 2017 has been designated YRDSB Safety Awareness Week. All public
elementary and secondary schools across the region will be featuring activities and events that highlight various facets of
safety at school and in the community. Students will be participating in a wide variety of activities intended to increase
awareness of safety hazards and how to avoid them.
In addition, as part of the Safety Week activities, all schools in the York Region District School Board will be conducting
emergency preparedness exercises. To ensure that all members of the school community are familiar with the emergency procedure, we will be conducting a practice Lockdown drill. In advance of the drill, we will review protocols and
expectations during an emergency with all students, staff and affected partners.

Student Transportation
Student Transportation Services (STS) is a joint venture between the catholic and public school boards in York Region. The
mandate of STS is to provide a safe, efficient and on-time transportation for students. Transportation officers design and
manage bus routes based on Board approved criteria as set out in policy #680. The school staff does not create bus
routes or determine who is eligible to ride the bus. Parents and students can access a variety of information on the STS
website www.schoolbuscity.com, including eligibility for bussing, pick up locations (if eligible) and late bus information.
When on the website, click on the MapNetWEB icon to search for your address and/or school.

Did you know that students’ busing eligibility changes throughout their school career? Your son/daughter’s eligibility to
ride the school bus may change according to their grade and distance from home to school. Below are the provisions for
eligibility identified in the Board’s Transportation Policy #680:
 All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not eligible for transportation
 All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not eligible for transportation
 All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a transit served area are not eligible for transportation.
To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca.
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Safe, Caring and Supportive Schools
Medication

Keeping Our School Safe

Either on a regular basis or at times throughout the year,
some students may need to take medication at school.
Parents are required to complete a Request for Administration of Medication Form signed by the parents and
approved by the principal before the medication can be
given or stored in the school. Written permission is required for ALL medications including inhalers, Aspirin, Tylenol, etc. All medication is kept in the office and
students are supervised as they take any medication. Students are not permitted at any time to bring medication
to school and keep it in the classroom, lunch bags, backpacks or lockers.

In accordance with the Principal’s responsibilities under the
Education Act to ensure a safe and orderly learning environment, the school has a right to search school property, such
as lockers and desks, without notice to or permission of any
person. From time to time, the police may be
invited onto school property to conduct their
own searches, and these searches may be conducted without notice or permission of any
member of the school community as per our
Joint Board and Police Protocol. When conducting a search of school property, persons or
personal property, the police are responsible
for conforming to all legal requirements with
respect to searches.

Punctuality is Important!

Safe Arrival

Punctuality is a life skill that is valued by school, employers in the workforce, and society. Regular attendance
ensures continuity of program and assists students in
achieving academic success as well as maintaining social
ties. Students can enter the building between 8:15am and
8:30am. The instructional day begins at 8:30am sharp.
Please note that there will be indoor supervision beginning at 8:15 am. This enables students time to go to their
coat hooks/lockers to get organized for the school day.
While we encourage students to arrive well before
8:30am, students will not be permitted in the school prior
to 8:15am when supervision is in place.

Our check of your child’s attendance is an important part of
our daily routine. In the interest of ensuring that your
child’s safety we ask you to cooperate with us by following
the steps below if your child is absent or is expected to be
absent in the near future:
 If a future absence has been planned, please inform your
child’s teacher by note, giving the date and length of time
of the expected absence.
 In all other cases, please call 905-303-4540 to inform the
office or leave a message concerning your child’s absence
on the answering machine.

We continue to have many students arriving to school
late on a regular basis. We ask all families to put morning
routines in place to ensure that children arrive on time for
school. They should plan to enter between 8:15 and 8:25
a.m. Several strategies will be used to help students who
are repeatedly late to school. Students will be expected
to make up lost time during recess or after school. We
will inform parents if a student’s attendance is a matter of
concern. Severe cases will be referred to the York Region
District School Board’s Attendance Counselor.
Please help your child start each school day on time and
prepared to learn!

If a child is not in school, and the school office has not received any notification from the parents, the school will take
the following steps:
 Call the student’s home.
 If we do not reach you at home, we will call your work
and/or cell phone numbers.
 If we cannot reach you at work, we will call your
emergency contact numbers.
 If we are not able to obtain information from your
emergency contact regarding your child’s whereabouts, we will speak to a sibling, if one is in the school.
 If we are not able to obtain any information, we will
consider your child missing and will contact the York
Region Police.
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Safe, Caring and Supportive Schools
Creating a Safe and Healthy School for Students with Allergies

Visitors and Volunteers

This is an additional challenge for schools attended by children
with allergies, especially life-threatening allergies. While we take
every step to create a risk-free environment, school staff and parents can take important steps to minimize potentially fatal allergic
reactions as there are implications for the whole school, not just
individual classrooms. It is especially important that parents communicate a life-threatening allergy to the school as soon as they are aware of it.
Please notify the principal and your child’s teacher so that we take the steps to
create accurate records and inform staff of the established protocol.

Visitors, including parents and volunteers, are welcome at Pierre Berton.
For safety reasons, all visitors and volunteers are asked to sign in at the
office and wear a ‘visitor’ or
‘volunteer’ tag (available in the office).
This helps us to know who is in the
building for security reasons. Parents/
guardians/visitors are not to be in the
school hallways without checking in at
the office first. If you do not have a
visitor or volunteer tag on, staff members are required to redirect you to
the office. When you leave the school,
please return the tag to the office and
sign out.

We ask that you avoid sending any foods that may contain peanuts and/or nuts.
Please check the list of ingredients for peanut oil/butter/sauce/flour/meal, mixed
nuts, ground nuts, goober peas, and artificial nuts. Examples include: cookies,
chocolate, granola bars, some cereal bars and some chocolate nut spreads. Avoid
products that say “may contain peanut/nuts”. Imported products have different
labelling requirements, please read the labels carefully when sending these products to school.
A substitute peanut butter product is being marketed to consumers as a safe alternative for children to bring to schools in place of peanut butter. We ask that parents refrain from including these kinds of products in your child’s lunches or
snacks. These products tend to look, taste, and smell very much like peanut butter.
While the product is nut free, it mimics a known allergen that causes anaphylaxis
in some children to the degree that it is indistinguishable from the allergen. It is a
convincing substitute, opening up the possibility that it can be confused as peanut
butter, or worse yet, peanut butter could be confused as this soy-based product.
The safety and well-being of our students is our first priority, which is why our
schools have procedures in place to minimize risk of anaphylaxis reactions in our
students. We sincerely appreciate your cooperation in avoiding the use of these
products to assist in our continued efforts to create a safe, caring and inclusive
learning environment for all students. We thank you for your cooperation.
Remember …. we must all work together to keep our children safe!

School Yard Safety
In order to prevent physical injury and because of our concern for student safety,
students at Pierre Berton Public School are expected to avoid activities that involve
aggressive play and touching. Activities that are not acceptable include wrestling,
piggy-backing, tripping, pushing, shoving, body-checking, poking, punching and
other forms of play in stairwells, hallways and playgrounds. On the playgrounds
students are expected to play safely without the use of rough play (wrestling, piggy-backing, punching/shoving, body-checking, tripping, play fighting). Please take
the time to review these expectations with your child(ren).

Volunteers assume an important role
within a school. A requirement of the
YRDSB to assist in ensuring a safe environment for students and staff is the
completion of a voluntary sector
screening (VSS) and the signing of a
confidentiality agreement. If you
wish to volunteer in the school or on a
field trip, please ensure you have a VSS
completed with York Regional Police.
A letter to share with your application
is available in the office.
If you have completed a VSS and submitted it to the school in a previous
school year, an Annual Offence Declaration Form and confidentiality agreement will be sent home with your
child. Please complete these forms
and return them to the school.

Let’s Work Together for a Safe
Student Drop-Off and Pick-Up!
It is important for us to outline the Kiss and Ride expectations to ensure that all of our students, parents and staff are safe.
As you know, the Kiss and Ride can become very congested in the mornings and after school. We ask for your cooperation
in reducing the congestion. This is possible if we work together as a school community. We ask that families arrive prior to
8:25 a.m. in the morning to alleviate the last minute rush. Students may enter the building between 8:15 and 8:30am. If
you are driving your child to school, please consider parking on Via Campanile to drop off your child. If you choose to use
the Kiss and Ride, please ensure that you drive your vehicle up to the FRONT of the drop-off zone before allowing your
child to exit the car. When parents stop their car closer to the school yard it creates an unsafe situation for our children
and frustration for families who are trying to follow the established drop-off routines. A reminder that YOU MAY NOT STOP
AND LEAVE YOUR VEHICLE in the Kiss and Ride. If you wish to walk your child to the door, please park on Via Campanile
or in a designated parking spot. Please remember that U-turns in front of the school are unsafe and put our children at risk.
Bus Loop: Only board transportation vehicles are permitted in this area. Please use the Kiss and Ride at all
times of the day, including lunch. We want to ensure the
safety of all of our students.

PLEASE DO NOT STOP AT THE
BOTTOM OF THE LOOP BY THE
YARD.

Kiss and Ride Drop-Off: Only drop off in
the area marked in white (not the passing lane). Please move up to the front
of the marked area to allow other cars
to stop.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:


Please ensure that if you are using the Kiss
and Ride that you proceed SLOWLY AND
CAUTIOUSLY through the parking lot. We
want to ensure that everyone is safe.



When pulling out from a parking spot or the
curb, please ensure that you check for students/parents crossing and oncoming traffic.



Also, please note that staff supervising at the
front enter the school at 8:30 am as they
need to be in class with students.



When picking up at the end of the day, the
only area permitted for stopping is the Kiss
and Ride lane by the curb. Please DO NOT
idle or park behind the parked
cars.
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Positive Climates for Learning
2017-2018 School Council
If you wish to become a
member of the Pierre Berton School Council, please
complete the nomination
form in the School Start Up
Package and return it to
school by Friday, September
16. In accordance to our PBPS
school council constitution,
there may be a maximum of
twelve parent members on
council. If more than twelve
parents are nominated, we
will hold an election at our
first school council meeting on
Monday, October 2nd. All
parents/guardians are invited
to join us at School Council
meetings throughout the year.
Please refer to the school website for important dates and
school information.

Curriculum Night

Primary Traveller Program

Please join us on
Thursday, September 28th
at 7:00 pm—8:00 pm.

On Monday, September 18th, York
Regional Police officers will be out
enforcing the rules of the road and
educating motorists on safe driving in
school zones as a part of a road safety
event.

Details to follow …

Don’t Forget …
Picture Day:
Friday, October 6th,
2017

Parents and students should expect to
see a heightened police and media
presence in the area of Pierre Berton
Public School on Monday, September
18th beginning at 7:45 am.
The objective is to educate drivers of
the importance of driving carefully in
school zones, especially during school
hours. York Regional Police officers
will be targeting five preventable offences that contribute to death and
serious injury on our roadways: seatbelt infractions, stop sign infractions,
speeding, distracted and aggressive
driving.

Healthy Schools
We continue our commitment to ensuring that we support Healthy Schools initiatives for the health and
well-being of our students. Throughout the year, we will be participating in Healthy Schools initiatives, including walk to school days. In order to support this endeavour, we ask that you send healthy snacks and lunches to school
with your child. Try to include items from the major food groups, and avoid sending high-sugar or high-salt snacks.
As well, please do not send any food items for students in the class in recognition of birthdays or holidays. This not only supports the health of our students, but it also protects valuable instructional time and helps to avoid bringing harmful allergens
into the classroom environment. We greatly appreciate your support with our Healthy Schools initiative.
Grade 7 School Vaccination Program
Please note that York Region Public Health does not send vaccination consent forms to schools, rather they have been mailed
directly to families with children enrolled in Grade 7. Similarly, the consent forms are no longer returned to schools, rather
they are completed and returned directly to York Region Public Health. If your child enrolled or transferred to the school late
and has not received these forms by mail, please contact the York Region Public Health at 1-877-464-9675 ext. 73452.
The tentative dates that York Region Public Health has scheduled for the clinics at Pierre Berton P.S. are Friday, October 6,
2017 [1st Hep B and 1st HPV (Grade 7s)], and Spring 2017 [date to be finalized; 2nd Hep B, 2nd HPV and Menactra/Meningitis
(Grade 7s)].

