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Poplar Bank News 

We are a Respectful and Caring School 

Principal’s Message 

It’s hard to imagine that we have now completed the 2016-2017 school year. What a productive 

and fun year it has been! We have all witnessed our students work very hard to meet the academic 

expectations of their grade and to build on and improve their learning skills and work habits.  

Our students’ achievements could not be possible without the support they receive on a daily basis 

from all members of our school community. Thank you to the teachers and support staff who work 

collaboratively to meet the needs of our students and to make learning possible for our students. 

Thank you to School Council and all our parents and guardians who support our efforts in so 

many different ways.  

 

I wish you all a very happy and safe sum-

mer holiday and we are looking forward to 

working with you and your children next 

year.  

 

Sincerely,  

Natasha Baage  

Principal:  Natasha Baage   Phone Number: 905-953-8995 

Admin Assistant: Lana Grigorovich  Superintendent: Dianne Hawkins 

Secretary:  Diana Hogan          Trustee: Martin Van Beek 

www.poplarbank.ps.yrdsb.ca  

School Improvement Plan 

For Student Achievement and Well Being 

Respectful School, Modern Learning, Math and 

Mental Health 

http://www.poplarbank.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca
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This special event would not have taken place without the dedication and efforts of our parent 

volunteers.  A special thank you goes out to Julie Song who headed the Committee.  Your com-

mitment and dedication to the well being of our students are much appreciated by students, 

staff and the parent community at large.  Funds which were raised at the event will be used to 

enhance our students’ educational experiences in the classroom and beyond. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mme Baage 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE FUN FAIR COMMITTEE 

 

2017 FUN FESTIVAL – A Grand Success! 

CONGRATULATIONS POPLAR BANK P.S.! 

 

Our Fun Festival is the most successful event in the 

school’s fundraising history! Together, we raised over $8,500 that will go towards school initia-

tives including literacy programs, technology purchases, equipment, student resources and the 

‘Crunchy Munchy’ fresh fruit program.  

 

MANY THANKS & MERCI BEAUCOUP to all the families, staff and students who pro-

vided so many wonderful donations for the Themed Basket Raffle, Fun Festival prizes and the 

Silent Auction. Your generosity and support are the reasons why the Fun Festival is amazing 

every single year! 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU goes out to all the Fun Festival volunteers & school staff who 

spent countless hours working on this event. Your time, energy and donated supplies were 

priceless. Without you, this amazing event could not happen.  

 

MESSAGE ABOUT TOPPERS PIZZA COUPONS 

There has been some confusion regarding the Toppers Pizza coupon that was distributed with 

Fun Festival tickets & site maps. This is NOT a coupon for a free large pizza with 2 top-

pings. The coupon is for the purchase of a large pizza with 2 toppings for the price of 

$10 with $4 of each purchase donated back to the school. A regular price 2 topping large pizza 

is $17.50, so the coupon saves you $7.50. 

 

Toppers Pizza is showing the school substantial support through this special coupon that was 

made just for us. The school can expect a donation from Toppers Pizza by mid-summer after 

the coupon expires. Thank you to everyone who has used the coupon to buy a $10 pizza with 

this coupon.  

 

See you next year! 

We hope you all enjoyed the 2017 Fun Festival. Have a safe and wonderful summer! 
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On behalf of the students, staff and the school community, I would like to thank our School 

Council Committee for generously volunteering their time during the past school year.  A spe-

cial thank you goes out to Karen Peck and Veronica Jouaneh who jointly held the position of 

School Council Co-chairs.  Your efforts, dedication and commitment to our students’ academic 

achievement and well being are very much appreciated by us all. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mme Baage 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PARENT COUNCIL 
 

THANK-YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS!!   We had a wonderful Volunteer & Staff Appreciation Tea 

on June 15th.  At that time, we thanked our principal, teachers, office staff, lunch monitors, caretakers, 

crossing guards, and all our parent volunteers who contribute their time and energy to our school!  We 

really are so lucky to have such an amazing team of dedicated individuals.  We were sorry that more of our 

parent volunteers could not attend, but we hope you know how much we appreciate you!!  There are too 

many names to mention (and I would hate to miss anyone), so here is a list of how our volunteers partici-

pate in our school throughout the year: 

School Council 

Lunch & Milk Programs 

Crunchy Munchy 

Healthy Schools 

Garden / Eco Initiatives 

Fundraising (Dance-a-Thon, QSP, Fun Festival) 

Classroom Help & Field Trips 

Library Help 

 

Fun Festival –  It was the most successful Fun Festival to date!!!  Our school and community participation 

was at its highest, thanks in big part to the beautiful weather.  A special thanks to Julie Song for taking the 

role of organizer this year!  We all know and acknowledge what a big event this is and she did an amazing 

job!  Thank you to all the committee and parent volunteers that supported Julie with this event…it really 

does take a village! 

 

Smoothie Day – was held on Tuesday, June 20th.   Smoothies were delivered to every student and 

teacher in the school.  A huge thank you to Adrian and Susan Glauser for organizing this much-loved stu-

dent event!  We will miss them next year, but hope our parent community will continue to keep their won-

derful tradition alive.   

 

School Council Meeting - Our final meeting was on Wednesday, June 14th, 2017.  It was a very successful 

year, and we are very proud to have funded many school programs and initiatives!  Thank you to all our 

school council members and parent attendees who brought their amazing ideas and energy to the table!  As 

we look forward to the 2017-2018 school year, we ask parents to consider joining School Council.  Every 

year we have to say goodbye to some parents whose children are moving onto high school and we wish them 

well.  But they will be missed, and we need new parents to join us to help make PBPS the best it can be!   

Please consider filling out the School Council Nomination forms that will be in the September welcome 

package.  Elections will take place on September 19th, 2017 (double-check date with Natasha) 

 

Social Media – Are you on Facebook?  If so, please follow us at https://www.facebook.com/PoplarBankPS to 

have school activities and important dates and reminders appear in your News Feed.   We’re also on Twit-

ter.  Follow our tweets @poplarbank_ps.  If you are not on Twitter, you can visit the school website to 

scroll through our Twitter feed.   Have comments, questions or ideas?  Email the Poplar Bank School Coun-

cil at poplar.bank.ps@sc.yrdsb.ca.  

https://www.facebook.com/PoplarBankPS
mailto:poplar.bank.ps@sc.yrdsb.ca
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First Day of School 

On the first day of school, we have the following gathering places 

for parents and students:  

 Grade 1 students report to the Gym at 8:00 a.m.  

 Grade 2-3 students report to the East pavement/field area  

 All Grade 4-8 students report to the South pavement.  

***Should it rain on the first day of school*** 

 Grade 2 students will go to the gym  

 Grade 3 and 4 students will go to the library  

 Grade 5-8 students are to proceed to their second floor hallways where 

their homeroom teacher can be found. There will also be 2 teachers, Mme. Hazelwood and Mme 

Smith, wearing a vest and carrying a master list of classes, to assist students in finding their 

classroom. Please locate one of these teachers if you have questions about where to go.   

Classroom lists will be posted outside of each classroom and on the walls in the assigned area of each 

grade. Teachers will be holding a sign indicating their grade level and will have a class list. 

Transportation Reminder 

Please be reminded that your son/daughter’s school bus transportation 

eligibility can change throughout his/her school career. Because walk-

ing distance requirements change in Grade 4 and your son/daughter 

will be attending Grade 4 next year, we encourage you to review 

his/her eligibility.  

 

Busing in the York Region District School Board is provided in collaboration with the York Catholic 

District School Board and is governed by Board Policy #680 Student Transportation (full policy on 

the Board website at www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca). Below are the general provisions of eligibility identified 

in the Student Transportation Policy: 

  

 All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not eligible for 

transportation  

 All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not eligible for 

transportation  

 All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a transit served area are not eligible for 

transportation.  

 

The distance is measured from the end of any driveway, via the shortest distance to the closest ac-

cess point of the school property. Measurements are conducted using GIS software and confirmed 

via aerial photos. For more information about bus transportation and to determine your 

son/daughter’s eligibility please visit www.schoolbuscity.com.  

Class Placements for 2017-2018 

Class placement information for gr. 1-8 students will be available the first day of school, September 

5th. If you are planning a move and your child will not be at Poplar Bank Public School in Septem-

ber, please notify the school office during the week of August 28th. The school office can be reached 

at  905-953-8995. 
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School Year Calendar 2017/2018 

The school year shall consist of 187 days with students commencing school on Tuesday, September 

5th, 2017. The school holidays will be as follows: 

 

Labour Day - September 4th 

Thanksgiving Day - October 9th 

Christmas Vacation - December 25th to January 5th 

Family Day - February 19th 

Mid-Winter Break - March 12th to March 16th 

Good Friday - March 30th  

Easter Monday - April 2nd 

School Day Organization 
Period Times 

Before school supervision 7:50-8:05 a.m. 

Period 1 8:05-8:45 

Period 2 8:45-9:05 

Period 3 9:05-9:45 

Recess 9:45-10:15 

Period 4 10:15-10:55 

Period 5 10:55-11:15 

Period 6 11:15-11:55 

Lunch 11:55-12:55 

Period 7 12:55-1:35 

Period 8 1:35-1:55 

Period 9 1:55-2:35 

Dismissal 2:35 

ECO-Gold 
We would like to extend a big thank you to Mme Rudyk and the Eco Team  for 

their leadership  in Poplar Bank’s environmental literacy! 

 

Thank you for your support in keeping Poplar Bank PS 'green'. 
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School Office Hours 

The school office will be closing on Thursday, June 29th at 3:00 p.m. and will be reopening 

on August 28th  at 8:00 a.m. 

Are you moving? 

If you are planning on moving over the summer and will not be 

returning to Poplar Bank P.S., please call the school office at 905-

953-8995 as soon as possible. That would be greatly appreciated 

as we plan and prepare classes for September 2017.  

Summer Registration 

Our summer registration location and hours for new students to our area as follow:  

CEC North    

130 Carlson Drive   July 11-14 9am-3pm  

Newmarket, ON   July 18—21 9am-3pm  

(905) 895-5155   (closed for lunch 12-1pm)  

Staff Updates 

We wish Mme Hodge all the best in her full time position at her new school.  Thank you to Mr. 

Korman, Mr. Krug and Mlle Johnson for their contributions to Poplar Bank.  We wish them 

well as they will be moving on to new opportunities.   We are happy to welcome to our school 

new staff members Andrea Snow, Warren Carpani, Hilda Elkhoury, Caitlyn Mason  and Lina 

Samaha.  

Tentative School Organization for September 2017 

We are projecting an enrolment of approximately 510 students.  

Here is the tentative class organization structure with 22 classes 

for 2017-2018: 

 

French Immersion Primary Division Classes: 

Grade 1, 1, 1, 1, 2, 2, 2, 2,  3, 3, 3 

French Immersion Junior Division Classes: 

Grade 4, 4, 4/5, 5, 5/6, 6 

French Immersion Intermediate Division Class: 

Grade 7, 7, 7/8, 8, 8 

This organization of classes is tentative and should our enrolment change over the summer, a 

re-organization will occur.  Information on Staff Assignments will be shared in the July news-

letter which will be sent home in each student’s report card envelope on June 29th. Student 

class placements will be shared on September 5th, 2017 the first day of school.   


























