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Happy New Year and Welcome Back to School!
Thank you to the entire Ramer Wood Public School community for an exciting four months. As a learning
community we have set high expectations and we certainly intend to keep doing the little things in order to
achieve the big things. We also wish Ms. Ghadirian, who has been our prep coverage teacher well and
welcome to Ms. Rand-Jones who is returning from leave the end of January.
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Throughout Term One our goals of Mathematics, Equity and Mental Health and Well-being as outlined by
YRDSB, are interconnected in our School Plan for Improvement. As we continue to build our partnership
with families and the community, we applaud you for attending, supporting and cheering on your child(ren)
in school events, volunteering in many ways and working with teachers to support learning. Our School
Council members contribute by responding to issues integral to improving student achievement. School
Council, along with your support are fundraising towards the purchasing of technology resources and other
school materials to ensure your child experiences the various 21st century learning opportunities. Please
join us at our next School Council meeting on Wednesday, February 13 a 6:30 p.m.

Our staff at Ramer Wood Public School continues to develop an inclusive and respectful school climate
through distributive leadership; bringing equity, innovation, knowledge, skills and passion towards
improving student achievement. Let us also highlight some of our student and staff involvement in the many
Math Corner January Activities 5
opportunities available including morning announcements, Girls and Boys Junior and Intermediate Sports,
Intermediate Trips to Maple High School and the learning received around coding, JK Observation Week,
Active School Travel Newsletter 6
Gr. 6 VIP Program, Gr. 2 Fire Department Program, Student Leadership Spirit Days, and our monthly
7
Play It Safe This Winter
Leader by Example Assemblies and our annual Winter Concert. A huge thank you to our volunteers, as well
8-9
Concussion Guidelines
as cooperative education students from Markville High School who have all worked responsibly in
10 supporting programs and healthy living initiatives throughout the first term.
Message from Our Trustee

Upcoming P.A. Day:
Friday, January 18, 2019

Please visit the school website:
www.ramerwood.ps.yrdsb.ca

Next School Council
Meeting:
Wednesday, February 13, 2019

Your child is bringing home their First Term Report Card on February 13, 2019. This report contains
information relating to both your child’s learning skills and academic performance relative to the Ministry of
Education’s grade level expectations. Both of these areas are important. If students do not have good or
excellent learning skills, then this may impact their ability to perform academically to the best of their ability.
If your child is still receiving an N (needs improvement) or an S (satisfactory) in any of the learning skills,
then attention must be paid to their personal goals. When you read your child’s report with them talk about
how you can support their intended improvements for the second term of school. Your child’s teacher will
comment on how he or she will be supported at school. These learning skills are life skills, which, when
mastered, may support students to future success regardless of the academic/career pathways they
choose.
We appreciate your ongoing support and invite you to keep this vibrant partnership happening! Our strength
is effective communication of a shared purpose and common vision which is continued student progress and
achievement for all.
Kind regards,
Mrs. Carol Pink, Principal
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Kindergarten Registration

Student Attendance

to Commence January 18, 2019
Kindergarten registration will commence on January 18,
2019 for the 2019-20 school year. Registration forms are
available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.ca.

Regular and punctual attendance affects school success
and is expected of all students. It is important that students,
families and school staff work together to ensure regular
attendance.

Children who turn four or five years old during 2019, live
within the school boundary and whose parents are public
school tax supporters will be eligible to register for
kindergarten. A kindergarten information session for
parents is being planned for this spring.

Our school day begins at 8:45 a.m. Students are expected
to be in class, on time. As stated in the YRDSB Guide to
the School Year 2018-2019.

For more information please visit the YRDSB website or

contact our school office at (905) 471-6512.

Parents/guardians are expected to notify the school as
soon as possible if your child will be absent or late” .
All attendance is recorded on EDSBY. Please be advised
that all students need to be on time for the start at
8:45 a.m. and after lunch at 1:35 p.m. of the each school
day.
We do our best work as a school when students are
present, and late arrivals miss out on classroom instruction.
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Extreme Weather Conditions – Winter
During the cold winter months it is important that students
come to school dressed for the weather conditions. This
includes: boots, hats, scarves, snow pants, warm coats and
mittens or gloves. We also encourage having an extra pair of
socks and pants in our child’s bag, in case they get wet.
All students are expected to go out for morning recess and
lunch hour recess, weather permitting. We monitor the
weather throughout the day, including temperature, wind chill,
sun/cloud conditions and wind velocity. In extreme weather
conditions, such as ice pellets or extremely high wind chill
factors, the Administration may decide to shorten recess
breaks or keep students indoors.
Students with illnesses serious enough to prevent them from
participating in recess or other outdoor activities should stay
at home until their condition improves. This will also prevent
the spread of illness to others.

Ramer Wood Public School

.
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Math Corner - January Activities
Questioning
Using effective questions when talking about math, supports the development of your child’s mathematical reasoning.
The use of questioning provides children with opportunities to share and clarify their ideas, draw conclusions, and explain and explore new strategies. With good intention, we often rush to provide our children all the information they
need to solve a math problem. By giving your child this information too quickly, they may not think deeply about the
problem or engage in mathematical thinking.
Here is a list of questions you can ask to support your child’s mathematical thinking:
















How did you solve the problem?
What did you do?
What strategy did you use?
How did you estimate what the answer could be?
What would happen if …?
Tell me what is the same? What is different?
How do you know?
How did you know where …?
How did you know which …?
How did you know when …?
How do you know your/our answer is reasonable?
Would this work every time? Can you/we think of any examples that don’t work?
Have you/we found all the possibilities? How do you/we know?
What have you/we discovered about __________ while solving this problem?

What have you/we learned?

Activities:
Primary/Junior - Math Before Bed
On Math Before Bed there are a variety of images that promote mathematical thinking. Show your child an image and
ask them “what do you notice? what are you wondering about?”. This promotes mathematical thinking - and then you
can have them investigate one of their wonderings and come up with a solution. What a great time to ask them the
questions above to really uncover what they are thinking!! https://mathbeforebed.com/

Junior/Intermediate - Would You Rather Math
On this site, there are a variety of scenarios that your child will be able to make a choice and use reasoning skills to
justify their mathematical thinking.

Whichever option is chosen, justify your reasoning with math! http://www.wouldyourathermath.com/
To find out what your child will learn in math this year or to find other fun activities that you can do together as a family,
please visit http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Math/Pages/default.aspx.
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Message From Our Trustee
Welcome back. I hope everyone is feeling refreshed following the winter break, and that you had a happy and safe holiday season. While the weather may
be colder, I also hope that you had time to enjoy this beautiful season in Ontario.
It is my honour to serve as your school board trustee and to uphold the values of York Region District School Board. The new Board of Trustees was
sworn in on December 3, following the October municipal elections. Together, we look forward to moving forward the four priorities outlined in the
Trustees’ Multi-Year Strategic Plan:






Foster well-being and mental health
Build collaborative relationships
Champion equity and inclusivity
Empower ethical leadership

There are a lot of exciting things happening in our schools and classrooms to foster and support student well-being and mental health. Ask your child
what’s happening in their school, and how they take care of themselves. As adults, we often focus on the health and well-being of the children in our lives,
but it’s also essential that we take care of ourselves. Taking time to do the things we enjoy and nurture our own health is also important and helps to model a healthy and active lifestyle for our children.
An important part of my role as a trustee is to listen, and I look forward to connecting with members of our school community in the coming weeks and
months. We will continue working to build collaborative relationships with our communities and to keep you informed about the things happening in the
school board. I wish you all the best as we enter 2019.
Allan Tam
Trustee – Markham Wards 4 and 5

January 2019
Sun

Mon
1

Tue

Wed

2

3

Thu
4

Fri
5

Sat
6

Winter Break
6

7

8

9

10

11

(Eastern
Christmas)
13

14

15

16

17

18

Grade 8
Markville S.S.
Guidance
Program
20

21

Grade 6
VIP Program

19
P.A. DAY

No School for Students

22

23

24

25

26
Grade 6
VIP Program

Area Junior Volleyball
Tournament

27

28

12

29

30

31
Leader by
Example Assembly

Feb 1
PA Day
No School for Students

