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School Goal
 

Find Your Magic - Use it to do good!

Character Trait

Courage and Honesty

Message from Principal Bernadette Smith

Greetings Parents/Guardians,

Always when we approach the December holiday break, I am 
reminded how quickly time seems to be passing.   This past month, 
you have had the opportunity to review the progress that your children 
are making with their social, emotional, and academic learning so far 
this school year.  Please take the time daily to speak with your child 
about what they are engaged in at school.  Some questions to prompt 
a dialogue include:
➢ What was something you were most proud of today?
➢ Describe for me a task that you were working on today and how 

you knew you were being successful with it.
➢ If you are not understanding something you are learning about, 

what do you do? What are some other things you can do?
➢ What is a goal that we could set together for the next week?
➢ How will we know that we have reached that goal?

Our lives are always hectic and full of the many responsibilities that we 
take on in the various roles we play.  However, creating opportunities 
for “time in” with our children will reap the greatest benefits for their 
overall development and reduce the likelihood to have “time outs”.  
“Time in” may include any number of things done together (parent and 
child) such as, playing a game/sport, taking a walk, reading a book, 
watching a show, baking, talking.
Setting an after school schedule is one way to help set routines at 
home and build in time needed to have a snack, play time, homework, 
and together time.

At Ross Doan PS, we are continually exploring ways to nurture a love 
for learning in our children.  This past week, students had several 
opportunities to experience Jungle Sport where they were able to 
climb, hang, glide, and move in many different ways to promote the 
importance of physical activity.   Read on to learn more…
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SAFE ARRIVAL

It is expected that students arrive on time before the bell in order to be in class for attendance.  A child is 
considered late when not in the classroom for the playing of the National Anthem.  Attendance is taken at 9:05 
a.m. and students who are not present will be marked absent and a phone call is made home.
 
If your child is going to be away for any reason:  
PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE AT 905-884-4022  (Press 2 for Attendance).
  
You may speak directly to our office assistants or leave a message after hours on our answering machine.  
Please include the student’s full name, teacher name, the reason for the absence, and the expected date of 
return.  If the expected date of return is not known, please call daily for the duration of each absence. 
 
Should a student not arrive at school for an unknown reason the school will try to contact parents first, then 
emergency contacts.  If we cannot reach a direct caregiver, we will contact the York Regional Police.
 
Arriving on time for school is important your child’s learning and well-being.  We monitor student lates and 
student absenteeism closely and will contact parents if either is a repetitive behavior.

PLEASE DRESS STUDENTS APPROPRIATELY

FOR WEATHER CONDITIONS

 
All students are expected to go out for every recess unless the principal decides that weather conditions are 
such that it would be detrimental for students to be outdoors. Students are to come to school dressed for 
outdoor play and prepared to be outdoors before or after lunch. Weather, including temperature, wind chill, 
sun/cloud conditions and wind velocity, is continuously monitored and in extreme weather conditions, recess 
breaks may be shortened or students kept indoors.
 Please note that when temperatures and/or wind chill reach minus 20 degrees Celcius, the principal will 
consider an indoor routine for recess/events.
When temperatures and/or wind chill reach minus 18-19 degrees Celcius, the principal will consider a 
shortened outdoor routine for recess/events.
 
Parents sometimes request their children be kept indoors during recess times because they are not feeling well. 
Students with illnesses serious enough to prevent them from participating in physical education, recesses or 
other outdoor activities should remain at home until their condition improves. This will also benefit the students 
concerned and prevent the spread of this illness to others.
 
It is advisable for students to bring extra pants and socks. A change is often necessary due to the wet and cold 
weather of the winter months. To avoid adding to the clothing collection in the Lost and Found, 
parents/guardians should be advised to label all articles of clothing, including but not limited to, boots, hats, 
mitts/gloves, scarves, and snow pants.
Information about how to prepare for and respond to extreme weather conditions is outlined on the following 
websites:
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Healthy/Pages/Extreme-Weather-Conditions.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Healthy/Documents/GL-extremeweather-152.pdf

https://outlook3.yrdsb.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=IyLvC1TyCUKptcYBEwt2bYSZEPky4tEI1__AVMTWoQSFwIcH8lQzmaLalO-upLmJAfZxdEaHauc.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.yrdsb.ca%2fPrograms%2fHealthy%2fPages%2fExtreme-Weather-Conditions.aspx
https://outlook3.yrdsb.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=IyLvC1TyCUKptcYBEwt2bYSZEPky4tEI1__AVMTWoQSFwIcH8lQzmaLalO-upLmJAfZxdEaHauc.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.yrdsb.ca%2fPrograms%2fHealthy%2fPages%2fExtreme-Weather-Conditions.aspx
https://outlook3.yrdsb.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=IyLvC1TyCUKptcYBEwt2bYSZEPky4tEI1__AVMTWoQSFwIcH8lQzmaLalO-upLmJAfZxdEaHauc.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.yrdsb.ca%2fPrograms%2fHealthy%2fDocuments%2fGL-extremeweather-152.pdf
https://outlook3.yrdsb.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=IyLvC1TyCUKptcYBEwt2bYSZEPky4tEI1__AVMTWoQSFwIcH8lQzmaLalO-upLmJAfZxdEaHauc.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.yrdsb.ca%2fPrograms%2fHealthy%2fDocuments%2fGL-extremeweather-152.pdf


Free the Children

In the month of October, Free the Children had a campaign to raise awareness for 
people who are hungry. Did you know that millions of people around the world go 
hungry everyday? The Ross Public school community collected non-perishable 
food for people in need. In total, we collected 7 full boxes or over 300 food items.We 
really stood up to hunger!  All the food was given to a local food bank. I think what 
we did together was amazing! Think about the people in our community that we 
helped. Way to go Ross Doan!
 
Melissa W. -Student Representative of Free the Children
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Healthy Schools Committee 
News!

We “monkeyed around” on the 
Junglesport equipment at Ross 
Doan….we had a ball climbing and 
jumping and we practiced taking 
turns and helping each other.  

The Healthy Schools Committee 
Focus for December is “NO COUCH 
POTATOES HERE!”.  Let’s all try to 
stay active as the cold weather sets 
in this month!

http://www.weday.com/files/2012/08/WSH.jpg


Library News

Taken from: All Student Could Shine
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Remembrance Day
Ross Doan held their annual Remembrance Day assembly on Tuesday, November 

11th. Special guests included Trooper Rei, Private Sukar and Faigie Libman 

(Holocaust Survivor). The assembly focused on honoring and showing respect for our 

troops and veterans. Faigie Libman spoke about ‘Character Traits’ and the 

importance of peace. Thank you to all the students who performed and the 

community members who were in attendance. 

ARTIFACTS WANTED!!!! 

The Grade 4s are starting a Social Studies unit on Ancient Civilizations, 3000BCE until 
1500CE. We will be creating a display to showcase ‘ancient’ artifacts from around the 
world. Some of the civilizations we will be learning about include: Egypt, Japan, Greece, 
Mexico, Peru, China, Rome, India, ancient Israel, and Persia. If you have any relevant 
and interesting artifacts that can be contributed to our locked display please contact 
Ashley Hernandez ashley.hernandez@yrdsb.ca. Thank you.
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December
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
 

2
 

3 4 5
Pizza Day

8
Computer 
Science 
Week

9
 

10
 
6:00 
Family Daycare 
Concert

11
 

12

Hot Dog Day 

15
11:15 
Holiday Sing-a-
long

16
 

17 18 19
Last Day
Pizza Day

22
 

23 24 25 26

29 30 31 1 2

Winter Holidays 

We look forward to seeing you when we return 
Monday, January 5, 2015.

http://diwali2014fest.in/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/happy-new-year-wallpaper.jpg
http://www.computertutorinc.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/computer_maintenance.png
https://todkehrli.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/winter.jpg

