
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
This past month has been an eventful one as always.  We thank all the 
parents who joined us for our PRO (Parent Reaching Out) event which Ross 
Doan PS hosted in collaboration with Roselawn PS and Sixteenth Avenue PS.   

 

Our focus for the evening was on supporting the mental health and well-
being of our children.  Several presenters including YR Police , York Centre 
Social Worker, and YRDSB Mental Health Lead shared many ideas and 
resources to recognize signs of anxiety, low confidence, and bullying.   
Similar messages were echoed at the YRDSB Parent Voice Matters 
Symposium this past month as well.  The keynote speaker Annie Kidder from 
People for Education summed up what their research is identifying as the 
most needed forms of parent engagement. 
1. Have high expectations - believe in your child 
2. Talk about school - more than volunteering, monitoring homework, etc. 
3. Encourage the building of positive attitudes and work habits which requires      
persistence, self advocacy skills, deal with conflict, negotiate crisis, and 
perseverance. 
4. Read together to instil the joy of reading. 
 
You will find excellent resources at the following site including Tips Sheets 
(Questions to ask at a Parent/Teacher Conference, physical education, 
parent engagement, etc.) as well as many other resources 
www.peopleforeducation.ca    
 
As we move into the final months of the school year, we will be involved in 
the process of the formation of classes for the 2014/2015 school year. Staff will 
meet to carefully consider the following criteria for each child: learning styles, 
academic abilities, social grouping, special 
education needs, English as a Second Language, behavioural needs, 
balance of male/female students, and previous placement in combined 
classes.  If you feel there are extenuating circumstances beyond those listed 
above, or that additional clarification is needed, please submit your request 
in writing, including rationale to Mrs. Smith by May 15, 2014 for consideration. 
Please note that we are unable to accept requests for specific teachers. 
 Sincerely, 
 
Bernadette Smith 

York Region District School Board 
 MAY 2014 
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     Mrs. Karen Friedman 
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Daily Schedule 

Entry Bell 8:55 a.m. 

Instructional 
Time 

  9:00-10:40  
a.m. 

Recess 10:40-11:10 
a.m. 

Instructional 
Time 

11:10-12:50 
p.m. 

Lunch  12:50-1:50 p.m. 

Instructional 
Time 

 12:50 - 3:30 

Dismissal           3:30 p.m. 
. 



 
 
 

On May 23rd we are going to have a school wide special event, a  “What’s Your 
Magic Day?”.  All students will be participating in a variety of ways. Grades 1 to 4 

students will be rotating through different centres, exploring their “smarts”. Kindergarten students 
will have their own special activities that will be facilitated in their classrooms. We will all come 
together in the afternoon, to collaborate and celebrate in the gym and outside. Our goal is for our 
students  to have the opportunity to learn more about their passions and to develop their skills. 
These activities will focus on building confidence, team building, cooperation, and self-reflection. 
We are really looking forward to working together, to share and honour everyone’s magic.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Grade Fours are fundraising for their End of year trip to Medieval times.  
 
What:   White cheddar, Butter and Salt, Dill Pickle, Salt & Vinegar and Kettle Corn 
When:   Tuesday’s  and  Wednesday’s   
Cost:     $1.00 each 
        

This month, our school will be 
skipping our way to healthy living! 
On May 16 we will be participating 
in Jump Rope for Heart. What is a 
Heart Hero? Being a Heart Hero 

means helping keep all kids’ hearts strong and 
healthy. Only 7% of Canadian 
children and youth are 
meeting the recommended 
60 minutes of moderate- to 
vigorous-intensity exercise 
every day of the week. Through skipping and 
fundraising for the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation, Jump Rope for Heart teaches 

 
Check out this cool website for 

language and math games: 
 

                 www.tvokids.com/ 



Ross Doan welcomes representatives of the Richmond Hill Public Library on 
Tuesday, May 6th.   Students in grades 1, 2, 3 and 4 will learn about many of the 

wonderful services that our public library offers.  Details about this summer’s 
reading program will also be announced. For more information, please contact 

Mrs. Blackman, our school’s Teacher-Librarian.   

Student Bussing Eligibility 
Did you know that students’ bussing eligibility changes throughout their 

school career? Your son/daughter’s eligibility to ride the school bus may 
change according to their grade and distance from home to school. 

Below are the provisions for eligibility identified in the Board’s Transportation Policy 
#680: 

All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not 
eligible for transportation 
All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not 
eligible for transportation 
All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a transit served area are not 
eligible for transportation.  

To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For 
more information about bus transportation and to determine your son/daughter’s 

eligibility please visit: www.schoolbuscity.com. 

Will you be here this September 2014? 
We are already planning for the upcoming 2014-2015 school year! 
We are in the process of projecting the number of students who will 
be attending Ross Doan next year. We ask that families assist us with 

these preparations by informing the office (in writing) if you are moving out of the Ross Doan 
P.S. area. Please include the last day of attendance and the school your child(ren) will be 
attending. This will also facilitate in the transfer of your child’s records (OSR). This information 
is very important for staffing and organizing our classes. Thank you!  

This Month @ Our Library                         
Our 2013-14 Forest of Reading Programs have now come to an end. 

As announced in our April newsletter, our students in kindergarten, grades 1 
and 2 voted for their favourite book just before March Break.  The winning title was I Dare 
You Not to Yawn by Helene Boudreau. 

Silver Birch Voting Day for our grades 3 and 4 classes took place in 
late April.  The favourite Silver Birch Express book at Ross Doan was 
The Gargoyle at the Gates by Philippa Dowding. Our school results 
have been submitted to the Ontario Library Association where they 
will be merged with results from public and school libraries 
elsewhere in Ontario.  The winning titles will be announced at the 
end of May. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 KARATE 
 

2 3 

4 5 6   TEN TEN SPORT 
 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 7     SPRING 
 FLING 

 CONCERT 
GRADES 1-3 

8 KARATE 9 10 

MOTHER’S 
DAY 

12 13 TEN TEN SPORT 14 15 KARATE 16  JUMP 
ROPE 
FOR 

HEART 

 

18 19      NO 
 SCHOOL 

20 TEN TEN SPORT 21 22 KARATE 23 24 

25 26 
 

EQAO 

27 TEN TEN SPORT 
 

EQAO 

28 
 

EQAO 

29 KARATE 
 

EQAO 

30 
 

EQAO 

31 
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Our Ross Doan Rockets T-Shirt campaign 
was a great success, thanks to all of the 
people who bought t-shirts, they should 
be here by early May.   
Remember to wear your t-shirt to support 
your colour house.  

        
       

Our last fundraiser of the year will be our   
annual School Carnival. There will be 
pizza, two half hour magic shows, the 
staff bakesale, face painting, lots of 
cotton candy and much more!.... 

       
Mark your calendars – June 11, 2014 and 
come out and support your school 
council while spending a couple of hours 
with your friends and family.   
 
Look for your flyer and order forms the 
end of May.  
 
We would love to have you come out to 
our last meeting of the year May 6th, 2014 
as we value your opinions and we would 
like some new ideas for the next year.   

 
 

Thank you for your continued support in 
our hot lunch programs – remember to 
thank the volunteers who put in so much 
of their own time to run these programs.  

School Council Update April  
2014 
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• Bernadette Smith - Principal 
• Andreea Aslan – Co-Chair 
• Johanne Merrit - Co-Chair 
• Ginny Brod – Secretary 
• Karen Gaston - Fundraising  

Co-Chair 
• Stacie Goldin - Fundraising  

Co-Chair 
• Shweta Minhas - Treasurer 
• Elina Ten – Parent 

Representative 
• Fereshteh Khanzadeh – 

Parent Representative 
• Maryam Bashari - Parent 

Representative 
• Ora Goldin - Parent 

Representative 
• Amanda Persons - Teacher 

Representative 
• Stephanie Signer – Teacher 

Representative 
• Yvonne Sun - Teacher 

Representative 

Mark Your Calendar 
Join us at our Monthly 

Meetings! 
 

School Council Meetings 
Location: Ross Doan Public 

School Library 
Time:  6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

 
January 14, 2014 
February 11, 2014 

April 1, 2014 
May 6, 2014 

 

 

   

 



 

 

 

 
 

 



Invites you to be Educated, Informed, Inspired by 

Dr. Christopher Kearney  

Topic:   Getting Your Child to Say "Yes" to School. 

Christopher A. Kearney, Ph.D. is Distinguished           
Professor of Psychology and Director of Clinical Training 
at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. He is also the  
Director of the UNLV Child School Refusal and Anxiety 
Disorders Clinic. He has published several books,         
numerous book chapters and journal articles on these 
topics. 

School refusal behavior refers to child-motivated refusal 
to attend school and/or difficulties remaining in school 
for an entire day. This session will describe the four    
different types of school refusal behaviour and outline 
the different strategies we use to help get kids back to 
school. The session will include opportunities for      
question and answer as well as case consultation. 

 WHEN          Thursday, May 1, 2014 

                    6:30pm to 8:30pm 

WHERE         The York Centre for Children, Youth and Families 

             11225 Leslie Street, Richmond Hill, Ontario    L4S 1N5     

HOW             For tickets go to http://pcmhyr141.eventbrite.com 

COST            $10 
 


