Stonehaven Elementary School,
875 Stonehaven Avenue,
Newmarket, ON L3X 2K3
Principal: Mr. Paul Oabel Vice-Principal: Ms. Susan Wansbrough

A Message from Mr. Oabel and Ms. Wansbrough
Happy New Year and welcome back to Stonehaven!
December was a month filled with activities and excitement. We thank our students and their families for supporting others through the Food and Toy Drive. Your
kindness and generosity are greatly appreciated. Many
students are participating in... grade 2-5 colouring club,
chess club, intramurals, games room, computer lab, library, Hour of Code, Equity Club, Lego club and volleyball and basketball teams. During the week before the
break we had lots of music in the library celebrating all
the holidays, singing by students, staff and parents.
In January Stonehaven will be taking part in MY Healthy
Lunch Challenge. The Challenge will run the week of
January 25-29, 2016. The Challenge is for students and
families, is to pack healthy lunches for one week that include at least 3 food groups from Canada’s Food Guide.
We will also be taking part in 30 Days of Kindness where
students are launched on a challenge to collect acts of
kindness over 30 days and creatively account and display
them.
“Kindness changes the brain by the experience of kindness. Children and adolescents do not learn kindness by
only thinking about it and talking about it, kindness is
best learned by feeling it so that they can reproduce it.”
Patty O'Grady, PhD, an expert in, emotional learning,
and positive psychology, specializes in education.
You are Invited
We would like to invite the parents in our school, who
have a child with an Autism diagnosis, to join us for a
monthly network meeting. We will meet on Tuesday,
January 26, 2016 starting at 8:30 a.m. and ending at 9:30
a.m. In this session, we will have a special guest speaker
from Kerry’s Place that will provide families with support that can be accessed within our community. We also
hope to gather some ideas for future topics that we can
cover to continue to support our families at Stonehaven. Please RSVP at Karen.Hodgkin@yrdsb.ca or
Jamie.Seal@yrdsb.ca. We will meet in the conference

January 4, 2016

Library News
Scholastic Book Fair: On
February 8 until Feb 11 we will be
having a book fair. Our goal is to
raise monies to purchase more
books for our library while fostering a love of reading. The Book
Fair will be open periods 1, 4 and 7 every day. It will
also be open before school, at recess and after school
until 3:30.
Library Monitors: Library Monitors who have been
monitors during Term 1 this year can continue helping
in the library if they wish for Term 2. They do not need
to reapply. Other students who wish to participate in the
Stonehaven Library Monitor Program will need to
complete a Library Monitor application. This needs a
student, parent and teacher signature. All forms are due
no later than Thursday, January 14. Training will be
taking place shortly after that. If your child is interested
in helping in the library please ask them to speak to
Mrs. Safaric right away.
Red Maple Forest of Reading: Intermediate students
(grades 7 and 8) participating in the Red Maple Forest
of Reading have the opportunity to join a social networking site for readers called Goodreads. They will
build a friends list, join the Stonehaven Red Maple
group, rate books, post comments, and reply to
comments by others in our group. This can be done
from any computer at any time. There will be a weekly
Red Maple on-line group chat during recess time for
those interested. Forms are available from Mrs. Safaric.

Stonehaven E.S. is now online!
Follow us on Twitter @ StonehavenES

If so, the York Region District School Board offers an
Elementary integrated Arts program at Baythorn Public
School. York Region students have the opportunity to
explore the disciplines of Dance, Drama, Visual Arts and
Music while meeting the necessary curricular requirements for the grades five, six, seven and eight programs.
DATES
January 13, 2016 @ 7:00pm - Information Evening for
Arts @ Baythorn
February 20 & February 28, 2016 - Workshops for acceptance to the Arts@Baythorn program

BUS SERVICE IN INCLEMENT WEATHER
In the event of school bus cancellations due to inclement
weather, we will have an alert message on our school
phone system. You can also tune into the following radio
stations for news on school bus cancellations:
AM 640
NEWS
CJBC
CFRB
CHUM
CJCL
CHIN
CBC

640 AM
680 AM
860 AM
1010 AM
1050 AM
590 AM
1540 AM
740 AM

CKDX
SRC
CHAY
CJEZ
CHFI
CKFM
CHUM

88.5 FM
90.3 FM
93.1 FM
97.3 FM
98.1 FM
99.9 FM
104.5 FM

When buses are cancelled in the morning due to
stormy weather, they are cancelled for the day. Students who would normally be bused, may be taken to
school by their parents; however, parents must make
their own arrangements to pick up their children at
the end of the day. It is important for everyone to realize that on the days in which school buses are cancelled,
schools are open.
Following our Safe School Arrivals Program, the office
is required to call EVERY student who has an unexplained absence from school regardless whether they are
bus students or walking students. Please call the school
and leave us a message regarding your child’s absence. Our answering machine is on before and after
school hours to allow you to leave a message at anytime. We thank you for helping us keep our students’
safe.

2016 for the 2016-17 school year. Registration forms are
available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. Children
born in 2011 or 2012, live within the school boundary
and whose parents are public school tax supporters will
be eligible to register for kindergarten. A kindergarten
information session for parents is being planned for this
spring. For more information please visit the YRDSB
website or contact your local school.

French Immersion Information Sessions
& Registrations
Registration for Grade 1 French Immersion will begin
January 15, 2016 at Mazo de la Roche P.S.
Parents of Senior Kindergarten students entering Grade 1
in 2016, and wishing to enroll in the FI Program, can visit
or call their child’s school office and request an Office
Index Card - short version. The Office Index Card must
be signed by the Principal of the home school. Parents or
guardians then take this form, along with one piece of
identification showing their address to the designated FI
program location (Mazo de la Roche P.S.) to register between January 15 and February 12, 2016. This eliminates
the need to provide duplicate enrollment information or to
pre-register.
YRDSB’s FI Accommodation Plan provides long-term
consistency and equity of access to all students in York
Region and will enable YRDSB to continue to offer the FI
program to all who wish to enroll. The FI program will be
offered in Dual Track or Single Track settings, in a variety of configurations. In order to meet community needs
and optimize available space in our schools, a community's Grade 1-8 FI program may be provided over more
than one school during the course of a student's FI education. This will allow flexibility in addressing community
needs and the opportunity to use existing space in schools.
More information is available on the Board’s website:
www.yrdsb.ca. Please note: Some of the FI accommodation plans will require facility modifications or the development of new schools and will require short-term transition plans that might include overflow while we work toward the long-term vision. Overflow refers to situations in
which the Board directs students to attend a school other
than their community school or optional program for a
specific period of time, as defined in Policy #108.

Drama Club starts in January for students in grades 4 to
8! We will meet two times per week: morning recess on
Day 1 and lunch recess on Day 5. A commitment is
needed to attend most practices and to be available on the
show day and night. Students will perform in a Variety
Show on April 7th during the day and in the evening. Students must collaborate in groups of no less than 3 people.
They may sing, dance, act, and play instruments. We are
looking forward to another great show!
Drama coaches, Mrs. Babineau, Mrs. Beech, Mr. Farr,
Ms. Almeida, and Mr. Samuel

Cold Weather Message
With the onset of cold weather, we are sharing the
following common message provided by the YR
Communications Department:

Students need to come to school dressed to play
outside during recesses (hat, scarf, gloves/
mittens, boots, etc.). It is advisable for children to
bring extra pants and socks in case they get
wet. Being physically active during winter is an
essential part of a healthy lifestyle.

The school administration keeps a close eye on
weather conditions, including wind chill. When
conditions necessitate, students will remain inside
for a partial or full recess.

We would ask that parents be sensitive to the
demands placed on our secretaries and not call
the school to inquire about indoor recess, but
rather that parents always send their children
dressed for outdoor winter play.
If a student is well enough to attend school, then they
will be expected to go outside for recess.

On Dec. 3rdh, 2015, Kirsty Howie,
the Ojibwe, Language Teacher, of
the First Nation, Inuit, and Metis
Education Centre, with the York
Region District School Board
came to Stonehaven to vist with
our Grade 5 classes. Her presentation was a valuable learning
experience for our students and teachers because of her
first-hand knowledge and the experiences she brought
to share with our students. We were active learners and
excited about the new knowledge she brought. Many
of us had some ideas of the People of the First Nation
and their customs and cultural practices, but Kirsty
gave us the opportunity to partake in them with
dances, songs, art activities, and artifacts.
Kirsty added her personal touch which meant so much
to us all. We loved the beadwork she made and were
privileged to see her Jingle Dress and her Jingle
Dance! She brought us all together for a Smudging
Ceremony and Round dance at end of the day, giving
true meaning to our time together and connecting us all
in celebration of the day.
Our Grade 5 students experienced teachings that
brought an understanding to a culture that is foreign to
so many of us. There are many teachings by the People
of the First Nation that if we all understood, this world
would be a much more loving and peaceful place, with
respect for an environment that is so fast, disappearing.
Mrs. Babineau

Lunch Programs
TUESDAY/THURSDAY: Lunch Lady
THURSDAY: Tuck Shop (Milk & Cookies $1 each)
WEDNESDAY: Popcorn / Made in Mexico
FRIDAY: Pizza/Pasta
Please check out www.HealthyHunger
to register for Wednesday and Friday lunches.
****Reminder *****
When buses are cancelled due to inclement
weather, all lunch programs will also be
cancelled for that day. Remember to send a lunch

A big thank you goes out to all our Stonehaven families! This year’s Gift of Giving Drive was a huge
success. We collected a large amount of food,
toiletries, toys, winter clothing and money to purchase
turkeys that were donated to The Newmarket food
Pantry, The Blue Door and The Newmarket Children’s
Aid Society. All of your donations helped many
families over the holidays. Thanks Stonehaven for
showing that WE CARE. Your generous donations
helped many families during the holiday season.

scheduled from May 25th to June 8. If possible
please book appointments for your child(ren) before
or after these dates.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Message from School Council
Happy New Year! Best wishes for good health and good grades in 2016.
Thank you to all who donated items for the White Elephant Sale in December. The gym was filled with trinkets and treasures! Thank you also to our hard-working volunteer parents and Grade 8 students. It was a fun
event for all students and we raised over $900, which will be used towards special programs for our students.
Our next School Council meeting will take place on Monday, January 11th from 6:30 to 8:00 PM in the
school library. Hope to see you there!
We are so excited to inform you of our Speaker Series starting this month! From January through April 2016,
we will be hosting a different dynamic speaker each month, at one of four Newmarket schools. Here’s the
amazing lineup:
Wednesday, January 20th ~ Dr. Karyn Gordon, Psychologist and Motivational Speaker, at Stonehaven ES
(Topic: Motivating Your Kids & Teens)
Monday, February 29th ~ Alyson Schafer, Therapist and Author, at Bogart PS (Topic: The Joys and Fears of
the Pre-Teen and Teen Years)
Wednesday, March 23rd ~ Michelle Cassidy, YRDSB Mental Health Lead, at Armitage Village PS (Topic:
Mindfulness Techniques for Children & Teens)
Wednesday, April 13th ~ Gary Direnfeld, Social Worker and Therapist, at Rogers PS (Topic: Raising Resilient Children & Teens)
Funding has been provided by Parent Reaching Out (PRO) Grants and parental engagement funds. Talks are for
parents at the 4 schools. We hope that you will join us for all 4 talks, but if you can only make it for one or two,
that’s fine too! We promise that you will enjoy each speaker and walk away with some useful advice to help
you navigate through the challenges of parenting! Babysitting will be provided. All attendees are asked to
RSVP through Eventbrite. Also, at each event, we will be collecting funds to help local charities. More information is attached with this newsletter and can be found on our website at www.stonehavencouncil.com.
Looking ahead, Stonehaven students will be thrilled by our annual Much Music Video Dance-a-Thon scheduled for Friday, February 12th. Pledge forms will be sent home after students enjoy the kick-off assembly on
Thursday, January 21st. All donations of $25 or more are eligible for a tax receipt from the school board. All
funds raised will help School Council to support Junglesport programs, to purchase new technology items for
our students, and to purchase new sports teams’ apparel.
Don’t forget to order hot lunches through www.healthyhunger.ca. Menus have been posted for Wednesdays
(Made in Mexico) and Fridays (Il Bistro) until the March Break. We will likely add a Monday option soon!

Fairness
We are sensitive to the needs of each individual. We treat each other as we
wish to be treated ourselves. We interact with others without stereotyping,
prejudice or discrimination. We stand up for human rights.

January 2016
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

4
Welcome Back!
30 Days of Kindess
Begins
Day 2

11
School Council
6:30pm

5 LUNCH LADY

BIRTH OF GURU GOBIND
SINGHJI

12 LUNCH LADY

6 POPCORN
MADE IN MEXICO

EPIPHANY (WESTERN)

13 POPCORN
MADE IN MEXICO
Arts Baythorn info
night 7:00pm

7

LUNCH LADY

CHRISTMAS (EASTERN)

14 LUNCH LADY
French Immersion
info night 7:00pm

18

Gr. 2A/2C to
Sibbald Pt.

19 LUNCH LADY

Gr. 2B to Sibbald Pt.

20 POPCORN
MADE IN MEXICO
Speaker Series 8-9pm
@Stonehaven

21 LUNCH LADY
Dental Screening
Jk,SK 2,6,8
Kick Off Assembly for
Feb. 12 Dance A Thon
Gr. 4A & gr. 4 from
3/4A to Sibbald Pt.

EPIPHANY (EASTERN)

25

26 LUNCH LADY

Gr. 7A to Sibbald Pt.

Vaccinations Gr 7’s

27 POPCORN
MADE IN MEXICO

My Healthy Lunch
Challange

PA DAY
(No School)

MAKAR SANKRANTI

Gr. 4B to Sibbald Pt.
Day 1

15

JK registration
begins

Day 2
MAGHI

8 PIZZA/PASTA

28 LUNCH LADY
Junior Co-Ed V.B.

22 PIZZA/PASTA
FROZEN YOGURT
Pajama Day
Dental Screening
Jk,SK 2,6,8
Gr. 7– 7/8A&7/8B to
Sibbald Pt.
29 PIZZA/PASTA
FROZEN YOGURT

