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Administrator’s Message from Mr. Oabel and Ms. Wansbrough

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Stonehaven ES is moving forward with our math initiative. This means, as a school, we are:
Learning how to deliver math in meaningful ways to students.
Aligning math curriculum from Kindergarten to Grade 8.
Embedding technology in Mathematics instruction.
Re-examining how to make math meaningful to students and parents.
Here are helpful tips for supporting your child at home with Family Math Activities for Kindergarten to
Grade 8:
1. Show a positive attitude towards math be positively talking about it.
2. Encourage your child to persevere with math when it becomes difficult.
3. Appreciate different methods to solve math equations and problems.
4. Listen carefully to your child’s explanation of a solution to math problems.
5. Play board games and card games together.
6. Estimate and count anything in different ways (forwards and backwards, skip counting by 2s, 5s, 10s,
100s)
7. Solve jigsaw, number and logic puzzles together.
8. Build models with different materials (Jenga, Lego, and stacking blocks).
Doing these activities will support your child's mathematical development throughout the year! Look for
shared Family Math Challenges to come in our monthly newsletters.
Dressing Warmly for the Cold Weather
With the cold winter approaching please ensure that your child has warm clothes for outdoor and recess
play. Articles of clothing include, hats, gloves, snowpants and jacket as well as boots. Also ensure that
your child also has a pair of indoor shoes for school.
Happy Holidays
On behalf of the staff at Stonehaven, we wish you and your family a joyous and restful Holiday! The last
day of school is December 23rd, 2016 and school resumes on January 9th, 2017.

Please visit our website frequently for updates:
http:www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stonehaven.es/Pages/default.aspx

Follow us on Twitter @ stonehavenes

Stonehaven Star

Page 2

School Council News
Thank You:

Thank you to all Stonehaven ES families and staff for your support at our Gingerbread House Tour
and Holiday Artisan Market on November 23rd. Both events were fun and successful! We’ve had a lot of
positive feedback from students, school staff, vendors and shoppers.
A special thank you goes to Kym Sloggett and Wendy Ferguson for all of their time and efforts in
planning the artisan market. Great job!
Another special thank you goes to Anne Scott for helping to pickup and drop off tables from Armitage
PS. Finally, thank you to all of our parent volunteers and student volunteers for helping to make
both events so fantastic for our school community. We couldn’t have done it without you!

Upcoming Events:
Friday, December 9th ~ White Elephant/Loonie Sale (9:30 AM to 2 PM)
please save your garage sale type items to donate during the week of the event
items will be sold to students for only $1 each
parent and student volunteers will wrap presents for students who buy gifts
fundraiser will help to support programs which impact all students
Thursday, January 19th ~ Family Movie Night (6:30 to 8:30 PM)
students can come to the school gym with their families to watch a movie
parent/guardian supervision is mandatory
feel free to bring sleeping bags or blankets to sit on (pyjamas allowed!)
parent and student volunteers will be selling popcorn and water
fundraiser will help to support programs which impact all students

School Council Meeting Dates:
January 9, March 6 and May 1 (all Mondays; everyone welcome)

Reminders:

Subway (Mondays) and Il Bistro pizza/pasta (Fridays) lunch orders must be placed through
www.HealthyHunger.ca
Popcorn orders must be placed through www.SchoolCashOnline.com.
Please do not send money with Kindergarten students on pizza days or popcorn days. We will sell a
limited number of bags of popcorn to students in grades 1 through 8 only.

Please join us at School Council meetings, volunteer for ongoing initiatives and events, and keep communicating with us. Feel free to contact Shameela at chair@stonehavencouncil.com and checkout our School
Council website at www.stonehavencouncil.com.
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It's that time of year again! On Wednesday December 14th
2016 at 6:30 pm, Stonehaven will be hosting a Winter Warm
Up Concert in the Gym. Please join us for an hour of music

and song.

Scholastic Book Fair: This is the first year that Stonehaven E. S. has held the Scholastic Book
Fair during the Student Led Conferences and the Artisan Market. The Book Fair was, once again, a
huge success because of all of the Stonehaven families and community members supporting it.
The proceeds from the fair go towards purchasing new materials for the Learning Commons
where all students can benefit. Thank you to our Stonehaven Community!
Gwen Petreman: Students in Kg through grade 3 had the pleasure of meeting Canadian author
Gwen Petreman last month. Gwen was at Stonehaven for two days presenting and interacting
with our students. Many students were taught sketching skills as Gwen is also an illustrator. She
taught students about how the writing process evolves and how illustrators choose the pieces
they do to support literary works. Some students purchased signed copies of her books. Students
were engaged during her presentations and learned a lot about the process of writing and illustrating books.
Forest of Reading®: The Forest of Reading® program will begin shortly. It is Canada's largest
recreational reading program and it is designed to encourage a love of reading in people of all
ages. The Forest® helps celebrate Canadian books, publishers, authors and illustrators. Please
encourage your child to participate if they are in grades 3 through 8. Teachers for Kg – grade 2
students integrate the Forest of Reading program into their Literacy so these students will be involved at the classroom level.
Happy reading during the Winter Holidays!
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Parent Reading Program – Volunteers Needed!
Parent volunteers are needed for our ‘Parent Reading
Program’. This program supports our struggling readers in the early primary grades. The time commitment
involved is a couple of hours at least one day per
week. Your time will greatly benefit our students. It is
rewarding to witness these students gain confidence in
their abilities and begin to see themselves as capable
readers.
If you are interested in volunteering for this program,
please contact Debbie Milner at 905-898-2077.
An Information session will be scheduled at a later date to discuss strategies and resources available to support the students you will be reading with.
Thank you for your time and commitment to our students.
Debbie Milner

School Snow Day Policy
When School buses are cancelled due to inclement weather, all school lunch
programs will be cancelled. Lunches will be credited back to your account.
Parents, Please send a lunch with your child on inclement weather days.
Thank you.

New Gym Intramural Program Up and Running!
Students from grades 4-6 have had the opportunity to try out our
new gym intramural activity called Q-tip Hockey. The sticks are
soft, but the play is hard, as students try to score goals using big
foam Q-tip shaped sticks. This sport definitely develops teamwork,
endurance, and finesse! This intramural program will be offered to
other grades as well in the New Year.
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Safe arrival when buses are cancelled due to weather
Following our Safe School Arrivals Program, the office is required to call EVERY
student who has an unexplained absence from school regardless whether they
are bus students or walking students. Please call the school and leave us a
message regarding your child’s absence. Our answering machine is
on before and after school hours to allow you to leave a message at
anytime. We thank you for helping us keep our students’ safe.

School Bus Cancellation Notice
To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be cancelled due to inclement weather,
extreme temperatures and/or poor road conditions. In these cases, parents and students should
develop alternate care/transportation arrangements.
Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough consultation with the Safety Officers of
school bus companies servicing York Region and are based on several factors including precipitation, air temperature, road conditions and weather forecast.
Please note the following;



A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, vans
and taxis will not operate.
 School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather may not be affecting all
municipalities in York Region. Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional educational
programs. Students attending these programs are transported over large attendance areas encompassing several municipal boundaries. This limits the ability to cancel bus service using a municipality or zone methodology.
 When bus service is cancelled all school tests and/or examinations will be cancelled and rescheduled.
 Student trips involving the use of school buses will also be cancelled.
Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport
their children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled. If buses are cancelled
in the morning, they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students transported
to school by parents will require the same transportation home.
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations
after 6:00 a.m. to receive bus cancellation information:
RADIO
590 AM
1540 AM
94.9 FM
101.1 FM

640 AM
1580 AM
95.9 FM
102.1 FM

TELEVISION
CITY TV
CTV Barrie

680 AM
88.5 FM
97.3 FM
104.5 FM

860 AM
89.9 FM
98.1 FM
100.7 FM

CTV Toronto

1010 AM
92.5 FM
99.1 FM
105.9

CP24

1050 AM
93.1 FM
99.9 FM
107.1 FM

GLOBAL NEWS

A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling
1-877-330-3001, or by following @YRDSB and @YCDSB on twitter.
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Gift of Giving
As we approach the winter holidays, it is great news that the
“Gift of Giving” food and toy drive will be starting again. The school will be accepting DRY and
CANNED foods, toiletries, as well as new unwrapped toys. Along with this, we will be accepting
any monetary donations for the food bank to purchase turkeys.
We will also have our “Hat and Mitten Tree” set up in the
front hall. The “Gift of Giving” will
run from November 21st through to December 16th. All donations will be greatly
appreciated.
All donations will be distributed to The Newmarket Food Pantry, The Children’s Aid Society, The
Blue Door, Inn From The Cold and the local Fire Department.
During these weeks, Stonehaven students and staff will be encouraged to participate in this
thoughtful, and much needed event. This wonderful event gives us all the opportunity to reflect
on what we have, and to give back to our community. The “Gift of Giving” drive will put many
smiles on many faces!
We hope that everyone has the chance to participate in order to
make this event a SUCCESS! Our main goal is to help as many
families this year have a happy holiday.
WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!!!!
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Thank you from Stonehaven Student Council
Message From Our Trustee Mr. Martin Van Beek

As we near the end of 2016, I hope everyone has had a great school year so far and found opportunities to get involved with the life of the school.
It is wonderful to have opportunities to see not only what our students are learning, but to see how
they are learning – collaborating and problem solving, using technology in exciting new ways, and
engaged in hands-on activities.
I want to take this opportunity to thank the dedicated staff members, students, families and community members across our Board. Thanks to all of the great people we have in our system, we
continue to advance student achievement and well-being.
Our Board continues to have a strong commitment to creating welcoming, inclusive learning environments that enable all of our students to thrive. Engaging families in your child’s education and
the school community is in an important part of creating that environment.
There are resources for families available on our Board website at www.yrdsb.ca/parents, including
information on Board programs and supports, and tips for parents to support your child’s learning
at home and at school.
Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday season and a wonderful start to 2017. I hope
you are able to enjoy time with family and friends.
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Intermediate Volleyball
On Thursday November 17th, at Newmarket High School, the intermediate girl’s volleyball
team played in the area tournament. It was truly an unbelievable day of sporting action where the girls went undefeated
into the final championship match. Everyone on the team
played their part, and contributed to the amazing teamwork
and exciting rallies. The young ladies can hold their heads high
after narrowly losing in the final game to solidify second place.
Congratulations to Sydney, Annie, Natalie, Jayden, Rhegan,
Jessica, Paige B, Melinda, Britany, Lauren, Caroline, Lynden,
and Paige M
The Intermediate Boy’s Volleyball team came together at the area tournament at Newmarket
High on Tuesday November 15th with some great victories. All of the boys played very well
and were excellent representatives for Stonehaven. It was exciting to see how much all of
the players improved as the season came to a close.
Congratulations to Matthew P, Serantis, Zein, Matthew F., Sabine, Demitri, Kevin, Alex, and
Josh B.
Special thanks to Mr. Borg for all his coaching expertise throughout the season!

Mind Unwind
Students in grades 6-8 have been taking advantage of an opportunity
to relax and 'unwind' on Wednesday mornings at snack recess. We
meet in the Learning Commons and enjoy the quiet atmosphere as we
listen to peaceful music while we colour individual pages, or contribute
to larger collaborative pieces. It's a wonderful way to slow down in
the middle of our busy week. Supervising teachers look forward to it,
too! If you have any questions, please see Ms. Beech, Ms. Safaric or Ms. Burton. All students
in Grades 6-8 are welcome to attend on Wednesdays at morning recess.

Volunteering at Stonehaven E.S.
Thank you for volunteering at our school! Please note that all our volunteers need to have a
Volunteer Vulnerable Screening Police Check.
If you completed a Police Check last year, and you would like to volunteer again this year,
please complete a Volunteer Annual Offence Declaration form,
(available from the office).
If you need to complete a Police Check, please let your child’s
teacher know and the office will give you a Volunteer letter to use
the application process.
Please see the link below for more information;
https://www.yrp.ca/en/services/background-checks.asp

in
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Yearbook Sales available ONLINE ONLY this year!
The 2016-17 yearbook is now on sale! Yearbooks are available to
purchase online only this year - no manual forms will be accepted at the school.
Get the best rate now by ordering the yearbook online for $35.
To order online and purchase by credit card, visit www.jostens.com/
yearbooks. Click on "Get started now" or "Shop yearbooks" and enter
'Stonehaven Elementary School', then select '2017 Yearbook'. You can
also customize the yearbook by adding a student's name and fun icons to the
front cover.
Please note: Yearbook prices will increase in January 2017, so place your
order now!
This year's yearbook will be chalk-full of colourful pictures of students in all
grades, special events and spirit days at the school, fun field trips, teams and
clubs and so much more!!
Last year the yearbook sold out, leaving some students disappointed. Don't
miss out on this keepsake. Be sure to buy yours early!!

If you have a student in Grade 8 this year, you can purchase a
Personalized 1/4 Page Ad celebrating your Graduate. Please read details below!
This ad can include pictures and a short message to or about your graduate. The cost for the Grad Ad
and Yearbook combined is $57 and is to be purchased via School Cash Online.
Deadline for Grad Ad submissions is Friday, December 23, 2016.
***PLEASE NOTE AFTER YOU PURCHASE YOUR GRAD AD AND YEARBOOK ON SCHOOL CASH
ONLINE YOU MUST***
Send an email with the following information to yearbook@stonehavencouncil.com
1. Subject Line (i.e. GRADUATE NAME)
2. Purchaser’s Name
3. Purchaser’s Phone # (in case we have questions)
4. Purchaser’s Email (for Ad PROOF delivery)
5. Ad Layout Choice – A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H ( please check email sent Oct. 20th)
6. Message to Graduate
7. Digital photos–Digital format is mandatory.
- Minimum 300 DPI or 500 KB
- Maximum number of photos to include: 4 photos for 1/4 page ad.
No cutie nude photos or copyrighted photos.
We reserve the right to edit content.
PROOF provided by email of your Ad for your review and approval prior to publication.
If you need any further information, please feel free to contact the office OR the Yearbook Team
at yearbook@stonehavencouncil.com
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The Character Trait for December is EMPATHY
We strive to sense and appreciate the emotions of others, to “stand
in their shoes.” We demonstrate appreciation of and concern for the
feelings of others.

MONDAY: Subway
TUESDAY/THURSDAY: Lunch Lady
THURSDAY: Cookies $1.00
WEDNESDAY: Popcorn $1.00
FRIDAY: Pizza/Pasta & Frozen Yogurt

DECEMBER 2016

Our Gift of Giving runs until December 16th. Donations of hats, mittens, toys and
non-perishable food items are appreciated!
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1
Gr. 7’s - VIP

Friday

2
Lunch Time
Soccer

Jr. Girls VB
Tournament
3:30pm @ Gym
Dunn’s class to
fairy lake
5
6
Gr. 4,5 & 6 Crime Gr. 7 & 8 Crime
Stoppers
Stoppers
Chess Club

Jr. Girls VB Area
Tournament

12
Chess club

13

7
8
Intermediates to
Jr. Boys VB Area
see Les Miserables Tournament
at NHS

9
White Elephant
Sale

14
3/4, 4 and 4/5
classes to Theatre
Aurora

16
Twin Day

15

Lunch Time
Soccer

Winter Concert
6:30pm

19

20

21

22

Happy Holidays

23
Last Day of School
Before the Holidays

