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To the parents/guardians of «First_Name» «Last_Name» 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
This e-bulletin contains important school information and a summary of your student’s attendance.  If you have 
any comments or feedback, please email Candice Mott at candice.mott@yrdsb.ca 
 
Student of the Week: 
Congratulations to Ryan Dol for being chosen as this week’s “Student of the Week”.  Well done! 
 
NON-BOARD GRADUATION ACTIVITIES: SAFETY ADVISORY 
Every year, there are individuals/businesses that seek to recruit students for ticketed trips or parties at local or 
international destinations. The York Region District School Board and Sutton District High School, do not 
support, promote or endorse any form of involvement in these activities. This advisory is being shared in the 
interest of students’ personal safety.  
 
Ontario University Fair (OUF) 
The OUF takes place September 23-25, 2016, at The Metro Toronto Convention Centre. Admission is free!  
 
Sutton District High School would like to take Grade 11 and 12 students on September 23rd (minimum of 25 
students must attend in order for the field trip to run).  There is a $10.00 transportation fee that can be paid 
using www.schoolcashonline.com    
 
The OUF is the only event where you can see all 21 Ontario universities in one place. It's a once-a-year, free 
event where attendees can talk directly with senior university faculty and representatives. Interested or curious 
students are strongly encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity.  
 
Registration is now open. Students are strongly encouraged to save time and get their Passport in advance: 
www.ouf.ca/passport. 
 
PLEASE SEE GUIDANCE TO GET YOUR PERMISSION FORM TO ATTEND THIS FIELD TRIP ON SEPTEMBER 23RD  
PERMISSION FORMS ARE DUE IN GUIDANCE BY NOON ON SEPTEMBER 22ND. 
 
Grade 9 Pioneer Camp 
On behalf of the Peer Mentors, we would like to thank all of the Grade 9 students who joined us at Ontario 
Pioneer Camp this week.  Students worked on their teamwork and communication skills through the initiative 
games and challenge courses.  They also had the opportunity to choose from activities such as archery, candle 
making, geo-caching, high ropes, mountain biking, orienteering, rock wall and wilderness skills.  Friendships 
and memories were formed throughout the day and night.  A great time was had by all. 
 
Library News 
The Library Commons is excited to announce that our Makerspace will be up and running on Monday, 
September 19!!!  
What is a makerspace? It is a DIY space where students can gather to create, invent, and learn. We want to 
spark curiosity and creativity by inviting students to explore and experiment with various items- see list below. 
The library team wants to spark ideas and your child’s imagination.  
 
What we have to offer:  
 

• Lego kits and block 
• Colouring Books 
• Crayon, Markers, Pencil Crayons in every colour imaginable  
• Rubik’s cube (come solve it) 
• Brain teaser wooden puzzles 
• Robotics 

 
These items have been placed around the library. Students can use these items either at lunch, on spare or 
before/after school.  
 
The library commons team welcomes suggestions, ideas for improvement and new items. Come check it out!! 
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School Council 
S.D.H.S. School Council is looking for candidate nominations. Please complete the below link for the form and 
submit to the office. 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/suttondistrict.hs/SchoolCouncil/Documents/FOR-SchoolCouncilNomination.pdf 
 
School councils are advisory bodies which may make recommendations to the school principal or to the Board 
on matters as stated in Board policies. School councils are comprised of parents/guardians (constituting the 
majority of members of the school council), one student representative (optional at elementary level), at least 
one community representative, the school principal, one teaching staff representative, and one support staff 
representative. 
School councils are responsible for:  
• supporting and promoting parent, family and community engagement in support of student learning;  
• participating in the development and implementation of the school improvement plan;  
• communicating with, and providing ongoing advice to, the principal on matters pertaining to the school; & 
• collaborating with the principal to coordinate community resources that support student learning needs. 
 
At Sutton District High School, the School Council is not directly involved in any fundraising.  The council offers 
advice to the Principal regarding fundraising.  Individual members may provide additional support on a 
voluntary basis. 
 
The SDHS School Council will meet at 7 p.m. in the school library on the following dates: 
September 19, 2016           November 21,2016           February 2, 2017            May 1, 2017 
(all dates are subject to change and will be posted on our school outdoor signs and website.)  
 
The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) is going online!! 
On Thursday, October 20, after several years of research, development, consultation, trial runs and system 
checks, EQAO will take the important step of holding a large-scale assessment of OSSLT-eligible students in a 
digital environment. Open to all of Ontario’s secondary schools, this is a critical trial of EQAO’s online testing 
system and of schools’ and school boards’ technological capacity to support online assessments.  At SDHS, all 
grade 10 students will be participating in the online administration of this test.  In addition, all previously-
eligible students who are not enrolled in the OLC (literacy course) for the 2016/2017 school year will be 
participating.  In addition to the classroom preparation provided for this test, there are sample materials and 
sample tests on the EQAO website.  There is even a sample on-line version at the following link: 
 http://www.eqao.com/en/assessments/eqao-online/Pages/sample-online-osslt.aspx  

Additional support and/or practice materials can be provided by Lisa Schneppenheim, SDHS's Literacy Teacher. 
Lunch n' Learn sessions for students will also be offered in October. 

Please note, if students are unsuccessful and/or there are technological issues during this online 
administration, all students will still have the regularly scheduled OSSLT in March 2017 to satisfy their literacy 
requirement.  Those who pass the online test will not have to write the one scheduled in March.  

Attendance   
Student attendance is directly related to student success. It is very important that students are at school on time 
and in class daily.  
At Sutton District High School, when a student misses a class without a valid reason, our automated 
attendance program will phone home in the evening stating what grade the student is in and what class(es) 
were missed that day.  If parents have any questions regarding the reported absence, they should check with 
their child and his or her teacher, as well as the appropriate Vice Principal if necessary. 
 
Being Punctual and Prepared to Learn 
We are supporting our students in arriving to class on time every day, for every period. There are strong links 
between being late, missing classes and lowered academic achievement. We want all students to succeed here 
at SDHS. So we will be consequencing those who are late or who miss too much time from class due to 
excessive hall-walking. Starting on Monday, September 12th all students who are late to class, meaning arriving 
after the bell, will be issued one warning for their tardiness. Any subsequent late, students will be issued a 20-
minute lunch detention. Detentions will run from 12:05 -12:25 in a central location within the school. The 
detention room is supervised by teaching staff and our expectation is that students sit quietly to serve their 
detention. They can choose to use the time productively and complete assignments, homework, read or 
engage in other individual quiet study. The intention is to promote being punctual and prepared to learn at 
the beginning of class.  
 
Valid Absences 
Only absences due to illness, medical/dental/legal appointments, bereavement, and school-sponsored 
activities are valid.  All other absences, including missed buses and oversleeping are invalid.  When a student is 
absent, it is the student’s responsibility to ensure that his or her parent(s)/guardian(s) confirm knowledge of 
the validity of the absence.  Parent(s)/Guardian(s) are asked to call the Attendance Office at 722-3267 
(accessible 24 hours daily) on the morning of each day their child will be absent or write a note verifying the 
absence.   Informing of the absence prior to the day or on the day of the absence will allow the information to 
be entered and will prevent the need for a phone call home or for the student to obtain an admit slip upon 
return.   If no phone call or note is received, students must obtain an admit slip from the office.  In certain 
instances, medical documentation may be required.  Students who are 18 years of age or older are to sign in 
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and out at the Attendance Office when leaving or entering the school for any reason.   Students are 
responsible for informing teachers in advance of an anticipated absence.  Students are responsible for all 
missed work (tests, assignments, class notes) when absent and are encouraged to obtain this work from their 
teacher beforehand when possible. 
 
Upcoming Events 

 
 

 

 
Community Volunteers Hours   
Students are now required to submit the form for Community Volunteer Hours PRIOR to volunteering.  The 
students will need to get pre-approval from a Guidance Counsellor and have the form returned to them 
BEFORE they volunteer.  This will require a minimum one week turnaround time.  Please ensure that you 
follow these procedures so that you can get credit for all of your Community Volunteer Hours. 
  
Students are reminded that any hours obtained over the summer should be handed into the Guidance office. 
 
As a graduation requirement, students are required to complete 40 hours of community volunteer hours. It is 
recommended that students complete these hours in grades 9, 10 and 11. «First_Name» «Last_Name» has 
completed «Community_Servi» hours of community volunteer hours. Community volunteer hour forms can be 
found in the Guidance Office.  Please be advised the completed forms are processed periodically, the hours 
submitted to the office may not appear for up to four weeks.  Please contact the Guidance Office to follow up 
should community service hours not appear after that time. 
 
Scholarship Opportunity for students attending Post-Secondary Institutions in September 2017  
 
Loran Scholarship Information 
There are less than three weeks left for Grade 12 students to submit sponsored applications for the Loran 
Awards.  Sutton District High School can sponsor up to three students for our university scholarships, 30 
of which are valued at up to $100,000 over four years. 
 
The application process includes the submission of a reference letter and the confirmation of school 
sponsorship, both of which must be completed by Wednesday October 19, 2016.  Please note that if you 
wish Sutton District High School to sponsor you that your completed application must be brought to 
guidance no later than October 7, 2016 so that consideration may be given to sponsorship.  Submission 
of your application to guidance does not guarantee sponsorship. 
 
If you are interested please review the following eligibility criteria, how to apply, and FAQs.  The online 
application is available at https://apply.loranscholar.ca   
 
Horatio Alger Association Scholarship 
A need based scholarship of up to $5,000.00 could be awarded to full time students in the last year of high 
school.   
 
Criteria:  Family income must be under $65,000 and the student must have demonstrated integrity and 
perseverance in overcoming adversity and show a commitment to pursuing a post-secondary application. 
Deadline:  October 25, 2016 at 5:00 pm 
 
The scholarship application is completely online:               
https://application2.horatioalger.org/Security/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f 
  
For more information:  https://www.horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/frequently-asked-questions/ 
 
Community Events  
Please see our website for up-coming community events. 

Community News. 

Wrap Group in Georgina (Wellness Recovery Action Plan) is a program for people who want to increase their 
feelings of wellness and empowerment in their lives.  The focus of WRAP is to develop personal wellness tools 
that help you cope with stress, manage crises and enjoy life more fully.  This Program starts September 12, 
2016 at the Yorkworks Employment Centre.  For details please click on the link.  WRAPhub - Fall 2016 - 
Georgina2.pdf 

 

   

Sept.  19 School Council Meeting 
Sept. 23 University Fair Field Trip (Grades 11 and 12 students) 
Sept. 26  P.A. Day 
Sept. 29  Terry Fox Run 
Sept.26-30 Safety Week 
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      Late Bus Pass Schedule  
  Monday - Thursday - Pefferlaw 

Tuesday and Thursday - Keswick 
No late busses on Fridays 

 

Bus Safety 

Students riding school buses must observe the following procedures:  

 Be at the bus stop five minutes before scheduled pick up.  
 Keep well away from the road until the bus has stopped. Do not move toward the bus until it has 

stopped.  
 Watch for the bus driver’s signal before crossing the road. Look both ways and then cross the road.  
 Board the bus quickly using the handrail and go directly to your seat.  
 Remain seated while the bus is in motion.  
 Do not eat or drink on the bus as these are prohibited.  
 Keep the aisle clear of books, knapsacks, lunch bags and other items.  
 Keep windows closed unless the driver permits you to open them and never put hands, arms, head or 

legs out of the window.  
 Never throw anything inside the bus or out of the window.  
 Talk quietly, so as not to distract the driver.  
 Shouting, horseplay and fighting are strictly prohibited; students engaging in these activities will have 

their bus privileges suspended.  
  
HOLIDAYS, CELEBRATIONS AND OBSERVANCES IN OUR GLOBAL COMMUNITY 
 
Wicca 
September 22 - Mabon Autumn Equinox and the second harvest.  Wiccans take a moment to pay their respect 
to the impending dark.  They celebrate the aging Goddess as she passes from Mother to Crone, and her 
consort the God as he prepares for death and rebirth. 
 
Attendance Report  
Please review the following attendance report. The report includes all lates and absences for your 
son/daughter for the week of September 9-15, 2016 inclusive.   
 
The attendance report below contains information for all courses attended. Classes with zero lates and zero 
absences may not appear on the report.   
 
Please note: the midterm and final report card is the official document for reporting attendance.  Students 
and/or their parents can pick up a detailed attendance report from the Attendance Office. 
 

SUTTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL LINKS 
Sutton District High School Website 
http://www.suttondistrict.hs.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 
York Region District School Board     
http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 
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