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At this time of year we look around us and see so many different celebrations hap-
pening.  It is so easy for us to get caught up in our own celebration and forget that 
there are people who are less fortunate than us.  During this season of celebration 
let us remember those who are without.  If you can, please contribute to our mitten 
tree. 
As the weather turns cold and snowy a reminder to parents to dress their children 
in layers!  An example of layering would be:  undershirt, shirt, sweater and then 
warm coat.  If a child gets too warm sitting in class they can always take their 
sweater off, and when they go outside they can put it on again to be warm.  Many 
parents drive their children to school and the children are not dressed warmly 
enough to go outside for recess.  Parents are reminded that all children will go out-
side for recess and should be dressed appropriately. 
On behalf of the staff at Teston Village Public School we would like to wish every-
one a happy and safe holiday season.  The New Year is always a time to reflect on 
our achievements of the past year and to set new goals for the upcoming year!   
 

All the best to you and yours! 
 

Did you know that students’ bussing eligibility changes throughout their school career? 
Your son/daughter’s eligibility to ride the school bus may change according to their 
grade and distance from home to school. Below are the provisions for eligibility identi-
fied in the Board’s Transportation Policy #680:  
 
• All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not eligi-
ble for transportation  
• All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not eligible 
for transportation  
• All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a transit served area are not eligible 
for transportation. 
 
To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For more 
information about bus transportation and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit 
www.schoolbuscity.com. 
 
Please see link below for more information. 
 
http://www.bayviewhill.es.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/supportcentre/documents/05jan30-Transportation%20Letter%
20Grade%203.pdf 

From the Office: 



CHARACTER  CORNER 
 This month our focus is: Empathy 

 

We strive to sense and appreciate the emotions 
of others, to stand in their shoes. We demon-
strate appreciation and concern for their feelings. We try to 
understand issues from their perspective, even though we may 
not agree with them personally. 
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Message From Our Trustee 
 
As 2013 draws to a close, I hope everyone has had a wonderful school year so far.  As a trustee, I am always very proud to hear 
about the great things happening in our schools, thanks to the hard work of our students, staff and community members. 
 
With the school year well underway I hope you have had an opportunity to get involved with the school community.   There are 
many different ways to get involved.  Our great schools become even better when everyone in the school community – families, stu-
dents, staff and community partners – feels welcome and engaged in the school. 
 
We will begin 2014 with a renewed Mission, Vision and Values statement.  They are being updated to better reflect the school com-
munities we serve, and the changes we have seen in education over the past decade.  Thank you to everyone who took the time to 
share their views. 
 
As we enter the winter months, on behalf of the trustees and staff of the York Region District School Board, I would like to wish you 
and your families a safe and happy holiday season, and a wonderful start to the new year. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

December 2013 – Trustee Greetings from Anna DeBartolo 

GOLDEN GARBAGE CAN AWARD  
CONGRATULATIONS TO  

Mr. Weisinger’s Grade 7/8 class 
 

For the cleanest class in the month of November 

ATTENDANCE AWARD  
CONGRATULATIONS TO  

Mr. Vallecorsa’s Grade 1/2 class 
 

For Best Attendance in the month of November 

Hello TVPS 
 
Have you heard of the Me 2 We Club? We are made up of 
grade 8 students who want to see a change in our world. We are 
led by Ms. Jovic and Ms. Dash. Our motto is "BE THE 
CHANGE YOU WANT TO SEE IN THE WORLD." 
We are saddened when we see kids our age that do not have the 
luxuries and necessities that we are fortunate to have. We are 
motivated to help in any way we can when we become aware of 
kids that are desperate and not as lucky as we are. 
Our goal is to enlighten others about the hardship many people 
face daily and challenge you to join us in making a difference, 
however small, in the lives of the less fortunate. 
We will be undertaking many initiatives this school year to raise 
awareness and funds. Some include: the creation and sale of 
beautiful infinity scarves ( they will be ready for purchase in 2 
weeks and proceeds go to helping victims of the Typhoon in the 
Philippines), a bake sale, Hot chocolate sale, etc. Stay tuned! 
 
We thank you in advance for your support in helping us be the 
change we want to see! 

Me to We 

Anna DeBartolo 
Trustee 

Message from Mr. Neufeld– MUSIC  
 
We are off to a great beginning in Music at TVPS! Senior Band is up and running with our best musicians; Junior Band 
has begun well with the next set of budding instrumentalists; Glee Club/Choir is having a wonderful time singing on 
Tuesdays at lunch with Ms. Fisher and Mr. Schaeffer; Guitar Club is also having a fine time on Wednesday mornings at 
7:30! In December, Recorder Club will begin during Thursday lunch recess and we hope to have Jazz Band start in Janu-
ary. There is a place for everyone (grades 5 to 8) to join an extra-curricular ensemble! 
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Early Years Program 
AOK 

A program offered to parents, grandparents,  and home child - care providers.  Designed for children ages 0 - 6 
years.  The program offers opportunities to develop social skills through interaction with other children the same 
age,  listen to guest speakers, borrow resource material, meet new people in your community, 

and listen to stories.   You will have the opportunity to meet other par-
ents in the community and socialize with them.  Come take a break and 
enjoy.  There is no charge for this program.   
 

 Tuesdays & Wednesdays 9:30am -  11:30am in rm.104  
Please sign in at the Office 

Literacy / Parenting Corner 

Bullying 
Watch For The Signs 

How can I tell if my child is being bullied? 
 
A young child may not know the word “ bully”, but she knows when someone is being mean, hurting  her, or making her feel sad or scared. 
There are signs that your child is being bullied even if she doesn’t talk about it. She may not tell you because she may be worried she’ll 
make things worse if she “tells” or “rats”. 
 
Instead of waiting to be told, you can watch for signs that your child is being bullied - signs such as changes in behaviour, in attitude, or 
in appearance. Children who are being bullied may not want to go to school or may cry or feel sick on school days. They may not want to 
take part in activities of social events with other students. They might suddenly begin to lose money or personal items, or come home 
with torn clothes or broken possessions, and offer explanations that don't make sense. 
 
Children who are bullied may also start talking about dropping out of school and begin skipping activities that include other students. 
 
Is it bullying if force hasn't been used? 
 
Bullying can take many forms. It can be: 
 

physical - hitting, shoving, stealing, or damaging property 
verbal – name calling, mocking, or making sexist, racist, or homophobic comments 
social-excluding others from a group or spreading gossip or rumours about them 
electronic- ( commonly known as cyber bullying) - spreading rumours and hurtful  
comments through the use of e-mail, cell phones, and text messaging 

Continuing the Journey 
Using Assessment for Learning to Improve Student Achievement 

 
Feedback IS a Powerful Tool for Raising Student Achievement 

 
Research says that specific, descriptive feedback that focuses on success and points the way to improvement has a positive 
effect on student learning. Students must be given the opportunity to apply the feedback by trying again. (Davies2002) 
 

Get involved in the Assessment Process by Asking your child: 
 

“ How Can You Improve your Work?” 
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 November 18, 2013  
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
Last December, the Government of Ontario announced funding to support elementary 
schools to lock their front doors during the school day.  
 
All elementary schools are being equipped with front door cameras, monitors, intercoms and 
buzzer locking systems.  
 
 
Beginning Monday, February 3, 2014, elementary school doors will be locked 15 minutes af-
ter the school bell rings in the morning and will stay locked for the remainder of the school 
day. All visitors, including parents/guardians will be required to use the buzzer at the front 
door and to sign in at the main office. 
  
Our schools are safe places and safety continues to be our top priority. We have a number of 
safety measures already in place.  
 
Locking doors during the school day is one additional step the Board is taking to support stu-
dent and staff safety.  
 
 
Our schools will continue to be welcoming and inclusive places where parents and community 
members have an important role to play as a vital part of the school community.  
 
We understand that you may have questions, and more information will be made available to 
you in the coming weeks.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, I encourage you to speak with your school principal.  
 
Sincerely,  
Ken Thurston  
Director of Education  

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM KEN THURSTON  DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 
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Peanut/nut SAFE environments 
Why has my child asked me to avoid sending peanut 
and/or nut products for lunches and snacks? 
There are children in the school, daycare or camp who 
have a peanut/nut allergy. Peanut/nut allergies can be 
severe and may be fatal. Even tiny amounts of peanut/
nut particles or residue can cause someone with a pea-
nut/nut allergy to have a strong reaction. Without 
treatment, this person could die within minutes. 
“Peanut/Nut-Safe” environments can only be achieved 
when everyone is committed. That’s why your help and 
cooperation are very important. 
What do I do? 
The most important thing you can do is to avoid sending 
any foods from home that may contain peanuts and/or 
nuts. Check the ingredient list for peanut oil, peanut 
butter, peanut sauce, peanut flour, peanut meal, 
mixed nuts, ground nuts, goober nuts, goober peas, 
artificial nuts and mandalona nuts. There are many 
hidden sources of peanuts/nuts in foods. Some exam-
ples include cookies, chocolate, granola bars, some ce-
real bars, and some vegetable oils and shortening. 
How do I know if a food contains peanuts or nuts? 

Read the labels to see if peanuts/nuts are pre-
sent. 
Check the list of ingredients each time you buy a 
product. Remember, ingredients may change. 
Look for “may contain peanuts/nuts” on the label. 
Try to avoid products that do not carry a list of 
ingredients. 
Imported, non-Canadian products have different 
labelling requirements, so read the label carefully 
when choosing these products. 

 

Health Corner -Exercise and activity 

Physical activity is an important part of good 
health. Try to encourage your child to do some-
thing active each day, such as a hobby, play a 
game or be involved in sports.  
To increase your child’s level of activity, try to:  

Limit the amount of time spent watching television  
Do something physical and active together. 
Encourage daily activity, not just exercise. 

Healthy tips for school aged children 
Suggestions include:  

Children need a variety of different foods each day. 
Snacks are an important part of a healthy diet for active  

      children. 
Make snacks nutritious, not just high in energy. 
Enjoy talking and sharing the day’s happenings at meal 

      times. 
Let children help with food preparation and meal planning. 
Encourage physical activities for the whole family. 
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School Bus  
Cancellation Notice  
 
School bus service may be cancelled from 
time to time due to inclement weather and/or 
poor road conditions. In these cases, parents and students should 
develop alternate care/transportation arrangements.  
 
Since busing schedules begin by 7:00 a.m. or earlier, all cancella-
tion decisions must be made by 6:00 a.m. to ensure the safety of 
our students. Cancellation decisions will only be made after thor-
ough consultation with school bus companies servicing York Re-
gion. Decisions are based on several factors including precipita-
tion, air temperature and road conditions.  
 
Please note the following:  
 
• A decision to cancel school bus transportation may be system 

wide (where all buses in York Region are cancelled) or mu-
nicipality specific (where buses in one or more municipali-
ties are cancelled).  

• Even though transportation in your municipality is running, if 
your child attends school in a different York Region munici-
pality where transportation is cancelled, your child will not be 
transported to/from school.  

• Even though your child attends school in a different York Region 
municipality where transportation is running, if transportation 
in your municipality is cancelled, your child will not be trans-
ported to/from school.  

• If buses are cancelled in the morning, they will not operate 
in the afternoon. Therefore students transported to 
school by parents will require the same transportation 
home.  

 
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the follow-
ing radio and television stations after 6:00 a.m. to receive bus 
cancellation information:  
 
RADIO  
590 AM 640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM  
102.1 FM 1540 AM 1580 AM  
 
88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 FM 94.1 FM 94.9 FM  
95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM 101.1 FM  
104.5 FM 100.7 FM 107.1 FM  
 
TELEVISION  
CITY TV THE A-CHANNEL CFTO TV THE WEATHER NET-
WORK GLOBAL NEWS  
 
A bus cancellation message will also be available at 
www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001.  
The above procedure is not applicable to school charters. Please 
confirm the cancellation of these trips with school administration.  
 
Thank you for your support as we focus on providing safe trans-

portation for all of our students.  
 

Student Transportation Services of York Region 
320 Bloomington Road West, Aurora, Ontario L4G 3G8 

905-713-2535, FAX: 905-713-2533 
Web site: www.schoolbuscity.com  

The Volleyball Dynasty Continues 
 
Mr. Chan, Ms Fisher, and Ms McIndoe would like to con-
gratulate the Boys’ and Girls’ Intermediate Volleyball 
teams for a tremendous season!  We are AREA CHAMPI-
ONS! 
The boys were able to bring home a 3rd Intermediate Boys 
Volleyball banner and showed amazing skill and spirit.  
Great job, boys! 
 
Joshua Nguyen 
Mubarik Hayat 
Ragheeb Tahir 
Adam Zahoor 
Chidalu Agbakwa 
Imran Arif 
Shamail Ghumen 
Mustansar Ahmad 
Adnan Warraich 
Johnny Wang 
Faraz Butt 
Talha Ahmad 
 
The girls continued our Teston legacy with the 5th Interme-
diate Girls Volleyball banner (4 of them in a row!).  They 
displayed incredible team work, perseverance, and heart 
and we are so proud of them! 
 
Hamia Zahid 
Mahnoor Shakeel 
Jeta Thavarasah 
Komal Ahmad 
Jordyn Smith 
Ashley Bradshaw 
Krystina Howell 
Hafsa Ahmad 
Naureen Arif 
Aiza Bajwa 
Tamia Laborde-Sutton 
Aaliyah Moochun Seedial 
Jada Williams 
Jessica Vo 
 
We would not have been able to achieve such success without 
the spirit and dedication of our team parents.  Whether it was 
cheering at games, making signs and banners, bringing snacks, 
providing rides, or simply encouraging your child, the coaches 
are so appreciative of your support!   
   
  Way to go Tornadoes!!  
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Dropping Children Off At School 
 

We continue to notice that on rainy or snowy days a 
larger number of parents are driving their children to 
school. Please help us by dropping your child off 
before the 8:15 a.m. bell.  We will allow children to 
enter the building upon their arrival after 8:05 a.m.  
We also encourage parents who bring their children 
to school by car to enter through the parking lot 
driveway and proceed through the drop off loop. 
Please Do not use the bus loop during morning 
dropoff  and afternoon pickup. Do not double park 
and please be patient and cautious driving through 
the parking lot. Do not block the flow of traffic and 
do not leave your vehicle unattended. Be on the 
lookout for children coming out of their cars and 
crossing. Staff wearing an orange vest, will be on 
hand to help you understand and follow the  proce-
dure.  
   

Thank you for your co-operation  T.V.P.S. 
STAFF 

… Important Dates … 
December 4th -   Council Meeting 
December 5th–     Hannukah ends 
December 20th   -         P A DAY No School 
December 23rd -          January 3rd -Holiday Break 
December 24th -       Christmas Eve 
December 25th -          Christmas Day 
December 26th -        Kwanza 
January 6th 2014 -       Back to School 

Holiday Mitten Tree  
Our Holiday Mitten Tree will be  up and standing tall again this 
year!  Please bring in any extra mittens, hats, scarves, coats and boots you 
may have and place them on our tree outside the office.  We will make 
sure they are delivered to those in need in our community.  Thanks in 
advance for your support. 
 

Pizza Program for Term 2  
Pizza program  dates for Term 2 will commence 
every Wednesday January 8th– Wednesday March 
26th 2014. 
 Thank  you to the families who help support our 
fundraising program. All sales will help fund cer-
tain activities for our students. 

Fundraising at Teston 
There will be some great fundraising happening at 
Teston. Please stay tuned for more information on how 
we can help raise funds for our school.  

Courage -  by Joham  
 
You may have seen many courageous heroes in comic books and even out 
on the street. Heroes can range from Batman to Firefighters. But did you 
know that you can show courage without being a hero? The goal of cour-
age is to help us open up to new ideas and perspectives of the world. The 
small actions that you do every day can help shape you into a confident 
person. So next time the teacher asks a question, raise your hand up. If the 
teacher asks for a volunteer, speak up. If your friend is being bullied, 
stand up. Courage is a beautiful characteristic and everyone should let that 
brave side of them shine brighter and brighter each day. 

Milk Cancellation Term 2 
Due to the lack of Milk orders this term, Teston Vil-
lage PS has decided to cancel the program. We are 
more than happy to offer you a refund for your order. 
You may come into the office and pick up your refund. 
If you wish to send it home with your child, please 
send a written letter to the office indicating your 
wishes. 


