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MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-PRINCIPAL 
 
 
Dear Families and Community Members: 
 
We hope that you have enjoyed some quality time with friends and family during 
the many significant faith days over the past couple of weeks.  Warmer weather 
and sunshine are on the forecast, despite the recent ice storm. 
This week, Drama students will hold the annual S.O.A.P 22 festival.  I hope you 
were able to enjoy one of the evening performances.  Each year, Theatre 219 
delivers an exciting show and this year’s performance certainly does not disap-
point.  The students do an outstanding job in their various roles (directors, ac-
tors, technicians and crew).  Their hard work, talent, passion and dedication are 
commendable.  
 
We would like to congratulate the members of the Thornlea DECA club who 
have qualified to represent both Thornlea and the province of Ontario at this 
year's DECA international business competition in Atlanta, Georgia from April 20 
-26, 2018. We wish Selin Bilgic, Reannah Ennis, Helen Liu, Veronica Mohan, 
Rasa Seraji, and Cici Ye much success and thank Mr. Babalis for supervising 
and preparing the group. 
 
Students will receive their midterm report cards on Thursday, April 26th, in 
homeroom. If you did not have the chance to attend our parent/teacher interview 
night, and have questions about your child’s progress, we encourage you to 
contact his/her teachers.  We wish all of our students a successful second term. 
As we head into the final months of the semester and the school year, there are 
many upcoming events:   

Prom-May 3 
AP Exams-May 7-17 
France Trip-May 10-18 
 

We continue to be proud of all our wonderful students as we share in their suc-
cesses and celebrate their accomplishments. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
Sofia Papadatos 
Vice-Principal 
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We would like to congratulate this special  group of 13 grade 9 students that have already 
completed their Graduation Requirement of 40 Community Service Hours.  They have earned 
VIP status and our now a member of the "40" ‐ Niner Club. 
They have given back to various community organizations, such as Clubs at Thornlea, Camps, 
Community Festivals, Community Sports, Religious Centres, and other Not‐For‐Profit organiza‐
tions. 
 
Ginny An 
Mikayla Astroff 
Kaitlan Chiu 
Renee Clutterbuck 
Jonathan Convertini 
Thomas Darling 
Ashaya Doobay 
Kaitlyn Fletcher 
Juan Jose Gil Rodriguez 
Helen Liu 
Aly Lum 
Daisy Park 
Gabriel Pattenden 
 
 
Congratulations grade 9's! Go Thunder! 
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We would like to congratulate one of our current grade 10 students that  completed their 
Graduation Requirement of 40 Community Service Hours in their grade 9 year.  They have 
earned VIP status and our now a member of the "40" ‐ Niner Club. 
They have given back to various community organizations, such as Clubs at Thornlea, Camps, 
Community Festivals, Community Sports, Religious Centres, and other Not‐For‐Profit organiza‐
tions. 
 
Julia Nam 
 
Congratulations! Go Thunder! 
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Co‐op News 
New Beginnings: 

Co‐op Students Discover Personal Insights 
 
The second semester co‐op students have been at their placements for just over a month, and 
the excitement and benefits of experiential learning are being realized. Their placements cover 
every sector of the working world, ranging from the medical field, to law, to pet care, to teach‐
ing, to computer hardware engineering. 
 
The following quotations are taken from the current Co‐op students’ journals: 
 
Topic: Self Awareness 
A feeling about me that seemed especially strong this week at the hospital was my confidence. 
I’d never had a job before, therefore being independent while completing new tasks was cer‐
tainly new and difficult. Nevertheless, I do think that I was able to adapt and improve for the 
better. As I said in the past few journals, being shy was always a setback, and it was affecting 
my experiences at work. However,  I do believe that  I have become so much more confident 
and outgoing, and I love the change. Working at the front desk is no longer a challenge for me, 
and in fact, I enjoy working at the front desk more than working in the back by myself. During 
this past week,  I was also given the opportunity to watch ECT procedures, and  it was so eye 
opening. After the procedures, I had the courage to approach the anesthesiologist and ask him 
some questions to help me figure out which career path I would like to take in the future. We 
went over  school,  the  industry,  the pros and cons about being an anesthesiologist, and  the 
downsides of being a doctor. It took me a while to approach him, however I was so glad that I 
did because  I  learned a  lot, and  it definitely reignited my  interest  in anesthesiology.  If  it had 
been last year, I would’ve never been able to approach that doctor because I would have been 
too shy, however thanks to my personal improvement; I was able to do so. Even small things 
like smiling at strangers on the subway, or talking to employees have become such an easy, 
everyday thing for me.  I do think that although going to co‐op at 7:20am every morning  is a 
struggle, this will benefit me in the long run. I’m already seeing a difference in my personality, 
and I’ve always wanted to be outgoing, therefore I’m glad I had this opportunity.  
Madelyn Choi – Hospital 
 
Topic: Personal Change 
My co‐op experience so far has definitely changed me already after only a few weeks. I have 
learned and realized so many new things that have changed the way I work on tasks now, 
since I get a lot of tasks to do at my co‐op placement. All the new skills I have been taught has 
changed the way I take on new tasks to do.  
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Now I know to prioritize tasks once I receive new ones, to realize which need to be done first 
and which can wait a while to be done. I now ask questions whenever I receive a new task to 
be sure I know exactly what I am meant to do and to make sure I am on the right track. I used 
to be shy and nervous to ask questions even if I am confused, but now I realize it is so much 
more helpful to know 100% what I am doing and ask all the questions I need so that I under‐
stand how to complete the task properly. Another thing that has changed because of my co‐op 
experiences is that I now always review my work and spell check before I submit it. I realize 
that for some of my tasks they are depending on me to create a professional document that 
shows their workplace and it should not be filled with mistakes. I also feel bad that they have 
to look over my work to check for errors so I now try to have no more mistakes and gain their 
trust so they do not need to spend time searching for mistakes in my work. I feel like this co‐
op experience has changed me already and is teaching me many important and valuable skills 
that I will need to use in the future. I am sure I am going to learn many more and that this ex‐
perience is giving me many chances to grow. 
Madeleine Mungal – Golf & Fitness Club 
 
Topic: Goal Setting 
At my co‐op there are many different aspects that are encouraging me to pursue my educa‐
tional and career goals. At my placement I have the opportunity to interact with different 
types of people who have had different experiences. I can talk to different nurses about the 
educational path that they chose and how it benefited them. The interactions that I have had 
with the nurses at my placement has helped me and encouraged me to consider different 
paths that I have never considered before. These interactions have also helped me realize that 
there are school and job opportunities outside of Canada, which is something that I had never 
really considered before co‐op. The nurses that I have talked to are very positive about what 
they do and the benefits they get from nursing, which has encouraged me to continue to pur‐
sue a career in medicine. Another aspect of my co‐op that is encouraging me to pursue a ca‐
reer in medicine is the work that I am doing. Going into my co‐op I thought that I wouldn't en‐
joy or be cut out for working in a hospital. That is not the case now because this experience 
has shown me that I am capable of handling patients and that I love the environment of a hos‐
pital. I know now how a hospital works which has encouraged me to want to work in one. The 
last aspect of co‐op that has encouraged me to continue to pursue a career in medicine is the 
terms and surgeries that I am learning about. At co‐op there is a variety of different surgeries 
that patients undergo, I have been given the opportunity to learn about those procedures and 
the recovery process afterwards. This exposure has peaked my fascination about surgery and 
about the medical field. I am now aware of different types of surgery and this fascination with 
more surgeries has continued to encourage me to pursue a career in medicine. I hope that 
throughout the rest of my co‐op experience I will continue to be encouraged through learning 
to pursue my dream of working in medicine.  
Emma Kursell – Hospital 
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Salutations from the Guidance Department! 
 

 
 

Our team has been busy with providing our students with information about the University and the Col-
lege Application process, scholarship and community involvement hours and SHSM requirements out-
standing for our grade 12’s. 
  
The Guidance Team this year consists of Ms. Lovleen Rai (ESL Counselor/Literacy Lead), 
Ms. Viviane Estafanos (French Immersion Counselor/AP Co-oridnator, F.I. Teacher), Ms. Julie Scott 
(Student Success), Ms. Maria Merecoulias (Student Success for ESL students). 
Mr. Nizam Alkins, Head of Guidance (Counselor) and Ms. Gail Burdett (Guidance Secretary). 
  
We also would like to announce the process for making guidance appointments. First, please see Mrs. 
Burdett, our Guidance Secretary.  If any student would like to make an appointment with their “area” 
identified counselor (French Immersion, ESL, Other), they should come to the Guidance Office before 
school starts (8:30 to 8:45), during their lunch (11:30 to 12:30), or after school (3:00 to 3:30) to make 
their appointment. 
  
The Ontario University Application Centre (OUAC) deadline has now passed.  Currently 189 Thornlea 
students have applied.  We wish them all the best and will continue to answer their questions on the Uni-
versity selection process.  The next marks transmission for OUAC will be on April 26th. 
  
Guidance will continue to monitor and support the College application process.  Currently, 38 Thonrlea 
students have applied. No PinCodes are distributed for College Applications; students will create their 
own on-line at www.ontariocolleges.ca. 
Please note that the “equal consideration” deadline has passed (Feb. 1st), but students can still ap-
ply.  The next marks transmission for OCAS will be on April 26th. 
  
College and University Spring Open Houses are a popular way for prospective students to visit various 
Post-Secondary Institutions and evaluate them prior to applying and/or choosing.  It is never too early to 
begin the search.  The Guidance Department encourages all students, especially in grades 11 and 12 to 
attend the open house program of any potential future University/College.  Please visit the University/
College website to confirm Open House schedules during March Break.  Spaces can be limited. 
  
  
For Scholarship information, please make an appointment to see Ms. Rai in the Guidance office. 
We also have a handout in the Guidance office. 
  
Three great websites to find out more information on scholarships are: 
  
http://www.studentawards.com/ 
  
www.electronicinfo.ca/scholarships 
  
www.scholarshipscanada.com 
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 We would also like to remind our learning community that there is a new process in place for Commu-
nity Service Hours.  All students must complete 40 community hours to obtain their Ontario Secondary 
School Diploma.  The Guidance department must approve your community service opportunity 
before you start your hours.  Please see your counselor for approval.  Your service must be for 
a Not-For-Profit organization/event. 
  
We also would like to announce to all our grade 9 students.  Grade 9 students that complete their 40 
community service hours in their grade 9 year(by June 29), will receive a special certificate of comple-
tion.  
For more information on volunteer opportunities, please come down to the Guidance Office and pick up 
a Community Service Hours form and please take a look at our “Volunteer Bulletin Board” for current 
opportunities to fulfill this Ministry of Education requirement. 
  
 
Finally, a reminder to all grade 12 students; that they should hand in their community service 
hours as soon as possible.  It is highly recommended that this be completed before the April 26 
OUAC/OCAS transmission. 
 
 Special Announcement: see below 
 
Attention Grade 12 students, you may request Part-Time Status started Monday April 9th.  Please 
come to the guidance office to pick up a drop request form.  This form must be completed and 
handed in by Monday April 30th 3:00 PM.  The Full Disclosure date is Thursday May 3rd, , after that 
date, the mark will be recorded on their official transcript. 
 
Summer School Registration Information 
Registration opened on Tuesday April 3rd – register on-line in your career cruising account, get 
your sheet signed by a parent/guardian and hand it in to your guidance counselor asap. 
 
For summer school details: 
 
Copy and paste this link: 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/ConEd/Pages/Secondary-School-Summer.aspx 
 
For summer school e-learning (on line) details: Registration opens Monday April 30th  
Copy and paste this link: 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/e-learning/programs/Pages/Summer%20School%20e-Learning.aspx 
 
Also, if you are a current grade 10, 11 or 12 student and would like to apply for the 1-credit summer 
school Co-op session, please come to the Guidance Office for an application. Deadline is Monday June 
1st. Or go to    bit.ly/SummerCoop2018 to register on line. 
 
Attention all ESL students, if you are interested in taking ESLB, ESLC, ESLD, ELSE for CREDIT this 
summer with the YRDSB. Please register in your career cruising account. 
 
Attention all grade 9 French Immersion students – there will be a summer course in grade 10 aca-
demic history for French Immersion students offered – coded CHC2DF. Go on career cruising to register 
on line – starting April 3rd. 
 
Remember if you have any questions/concerns do not hesitate – just ask a member of our team. J  
 
Mr. Nizam Alkins, OCT, B.B.A-Schulich 
Head of Guidance and Career Education 
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Rock-Climbing Team re-cap 2017-2018: 
 
The Rock-Climbing team has finished off their sea-
son.  After an excellent climbing season which saw 
Thornlea's Rock-climbing team triple in size, Thornlea's 
top finishers at the YRAA competition held on April 11-
12th were Eva Sosnina (rec), Sonya Bogatchev(sport), 
and Kinsey Li (elite).  Sonya also finished in third place at 
the True North rock-climbing competition on March 23rd, 
and Jayda Houston placed in the top 5.  Ms. Dawe and 
Ms. Bendavid are proud of all our climbers, who worked 
hard and always conducted themselves well, showing re-
spect for the sport and the facilities we visited.  
 
Thank you for a great year!  
 
 



12  

 

 

 

 



13  

 



14  



15  

 



16  

 



17  

 



18  

 



19  

 



20  

DO YOU NEED COMMUNITY 
HOURS? 

 
On Sunday,  June 3rd     Na’amat Canada Toronto celebrates our 
signature event,  the 23rd Annual  Israel Day Festival, at Wood 
Valley Park, Lebovic Campus  (Bathurst St. north of Rutherford 
St. Vaughan), where thousands of people of all ages, converge 
for this multi‐cultural one day community event.  
 
We Need You! Your help is appreciated and volunteer hours 
will be honoured.  
Call Doris 416‐806‐7988 or Email: doriswexler@hotmail.com 
After May 21 please contact Lisa Jay at: Israeldayvolun‐
teers@naamat.com 
 
 
For more information visit our website at:  israeldayfesti‐
val.com or call us at:  416‐636‐5425 
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 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

   
  April 23        School Council Meeting 7:15pm 
  April 20‐26       DECA to Atlanta 
  April 26        Mid‐Term Reports Home 
  May 3        PROM 
  May 4        PA Day 
  May 7        AP Chemistry Exams 
  May 9        AP English Exams 
  May 10‐18       France/Nice Trip 
  May 14        Physics/Biology Exams 
  May 15        AP Calculus Exams 
  May 17        AP History Exams 
  May 21        Victoria Day (No School Today) 
  May 22        School Council Meeting 7:15pm 
  May 29‐Jun 1      Alumni Theatre Show 
  June 2        Thornlea SS 50th Anniversary 
  June 5        Last day for field trips 
  June 11‐13       Gr. 9 Math EQAO 
  June 20‐26       EXAMS 
  June 27        Exam Review Day 
  June 28        Graduation @ Paradise Banquet Hall 
  June 28‐29       PA Day 
 
 

 
FINAL REPORT CARDS MAILED HOME MID‐JULY 

 
 
                 


