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MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-PRINCIPAL

Dear Families and Community Members,

Spring is on its way! One of the signs of spring is the annual literacy test which is a graduation require-
ment for our students. The test will take place on March 30" beginning at 8:50 a.m. On that day only
students writing the test will attend school in the morning; all other students will start class at 12:30 p.m.
The one exception is for those students in our Special Education Community classes who will arrive to
school at their regular time.

To help support students prepare for the test, there are a number of activities taking place. We have
whole school activities and after school literacy classes set up to support our students. For further infor-
mation on the test and supports for the test please contact our literacy teacher Ms. Rai.

We would also like to acknowledge the great job that our students did last semester. We had over 471
out of 850 students receive an average of over 80% and appear on the honour roll. We also had 158
students with an average of 90% or better who appeared on the Principal’s List. Congratulations to our
students and staff for their dedication and hard work. On Wednesday March 22, 2017 we will hold our
Subject Awards Assembly for students in grades nine to eleven to celebrate their achievements; grade
twelve subject awards will take place in June during our graduation ceremony. We hope to see you
there!

Interim reports went home on March 9™ along with important information regarding Parents’ Night and
Instructions on how to book interview times online. We encourage you to book appointments with your
child’s teachers so that you keep informed of their progress, strengths and needs.

Finally, we would like to congratulate our Sr. Boys Basketball team on their tremendous season! The
team made it to the OFSAA finals and placed second. It was a thrilling final played before a packed
house in Sault Ste Marie. Congratulations to the boys and to their coaches, Mr. Alkins, Mr. James, Mr.
Saleh, Mr. Barham and Mr. Moghaizel.

We wish you a safe and wonderful March Break and look forward to returning to classes on March 20,
2017.

Warmest regards,

Joe Foti
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THORNLEA®S ANNUAL
AWALRDS CEREMONY

On Wednesday, March 22, 2017
we will be recognizing students who achieved
academic excellence during
Semester 1 for the 16-17 school year.
By Invitation Only.

Parents are invited to attend our ceremony
and withess the presentation of certificates
in the CAFETERIA from 9:00am - 10am

@'vv'vvvv"'v'Vvvv@



IHOMMLLR

Mardh 1, 2017

Dear Farents Guardlans:

RE:- L [ Test — Madiffad
Thursday, March 30 201 7

The Edacation Quality and Accou atakl ey Offlce (EQAOT has seeduled Thursday, March 30, 2017
25 the day for students agroes Lha prowines to complete the Oretarla Secondary Schoel Lil ey Tesl (05517, To assistin
erealing th bost cowvironment sossible for the studants writing the bast, We Board has agreed to a madified schoal day

sirrcbure for the day in whidh Bie CSSLT will be witten. This practice is very similar ba tha followed by ather GTA seha
beards.

THORNLEA SECONDARY SCHOOL has a regular stan, lime of £:50am, This vear, students wrlting the tast will comes bo
school es per thelr nonmal stavk tima and teanpléta the test, Students wot writlng The OSSLT will be ssked to commence
theit wchos! coy appreximately thiss Sod 3 betf bours [Ater, at 13:30pm, T coinglde with the conclusion of the BE5LT on
Thurswy, Marcy 30, 2017, Students requl:Ing acopmpgdation will contitne o write their test dunng an extendsd fest

taking peried. School will finish fe all shudenls al The normal time, Please nete, there will ke wa eafatarly tkevice on this
day.

Pleace note students in Sell-Contsined Special Educaton Classes {Develop mied Laily Dalmyed, Autistic, Orthepeedie, Seckion
23, Inlensive Support, and Aoguired Braln Injury] and Elemeatary Mersic will fallow thely nommal sehedule.

Student Transpartation Sarvices hag been acvised of these arrangaments and wilt ad]ust b sehedu les ax iollows:

*  Sudents who are ellgale for schoal bus transpartallon and ore witing the 0SS, will ba plcked up I the
marning 3t thelr ragular service time.

= Studonts who are ellglsle for transportadon and ara aat weiting the Q5517 test will be picked vp 3 ¥ haurs later
than their repular service thme.

* Al students wall ba ransparted home ak regular senice bmes.

Wa anticipate that shrdent achieverneant will ba gnfpnead by this modification since the entire school staff will be
availabbe bo adminlster Lhe st amd sopeivise slngdents; ample classroom spaca will be avallable, ellminating the need ta
Wit In specialty raarms; and sufficicnt technalogy will ba availsbla ko support studetts recsiving accom inedalion. [
Addition, a calmer student environment during the G55LT designatad writing tiree will reguly 93 anly s2edends writing the
tect will be in s oo,

‘Wa wish gvary ttudent success on te GSSLT.

IF wau heie 3y quastions, pleasa contact the schaol's ad mnistrative taan.

Singerely,

Jrz Farlj
P-ingiprl

Tharilaa S=xundaiy fboul 307y Buyriew Avanue Thomhlll OM L3T 4084 905-883 9656



OSSLT SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 30

Period 1 12:30—1:45

Period 2 1:50—3:05



THORNLEA SECONDARY SCHOOL PARENTS' NIGHT INSTRUGTIONS TO EOOK
TEACHER APFOINTMENTS VIA TEACHASSIST APPOINTMENT MANAGER
BARENTS' NIGHT ON THURSDAY, APRIL 6TH FROM &:30-8: 30FM

The online tool teachassist has the ability for parentsiguardians to hook appointments for
Parents' Night. You will be able to book your appointmants via Teachassist,

To book an Appointment with your classraom teacher who has set up appointment slots with Teach Assist:

1. Studants ar parents go to tawdshoa - Uss student's username (stucent nombsr) and password 1o log

ir to Teachasszist.

2, Dmesa lagaad in scroll 1o the bottomn of the page and i & teacher has created Acpointment slots they will
bz wisible on the proe.

3. Click on lhe valendar Lo selecl the appropriate date for Parents' Might, For this Semostar it is on

Thursday, April & 2097
Calendar
oslrdzy All open appointments
L (L b teacher time wsing 24 haur clock
Full ¥ear Calendar . aclsaac, C
FODRMICREEONER = —p (015-10-09( 8:00:00 pith Maclsaag,
G
o oprolnbnnrts oy - i
HpGCh¥I N ke - 2015-10-08 18:06:00 with Maclsaac,
Baak Appainlrenl for the cale 0nk10.02
c
41l oper eppointments 2015-10-08 18:10:00 with Maclsaac,
BT ¢ lazay's appts : [ .
[oday & mmncowins 1] 02k eheeler 2015-10-09 18:15:00 with Maclsaac, |
Teday G S RO wbh G T T e c |
TL.d!I‘I E{:Eﬂﬂtﬂ niu- ST Fuad r od A S d Feofad L fe Zil. LA 1 i
Today @ 054500 with 5.1 T T

4, Click an the Uma you would ke 1o selact. Pleasze notz that teactassiet usas a 24 hour clock, and

appaintment fimas grs 10 minutss inlenglh,
. A confirmation of vour ppainiment lme @nd dale will appear on yolr Sceeen, You can changs of canogl

your appointment at any time, depending on the teacker's availzbility.
. It is reccrmmendad 12 allow travel imea betwsen appontments in order 1o reach the next classmaam,

Back
Appointment Bookings on 2015-10-09

2015-10-09 15:00:00 with Maclzaac, ©

Book Appointment for tha date 2015 1209 :_J:I

All open appointments

Maclsanc, &
2015-10-09 18:05:00 with Maclsaac,

C



A &
Attention Students Graduating this year:

Please make sure to complete the Graduation Gown/
Ceremony form and make sure to pay the $40.00 fee.
You may pay online via Cash On Line or Cash or Cheque
(Payable to: Thornlea Secondary School).

Check with Ms. Burdett in the Guidance Office if you
aren’t sure if you have already paid or completed the
gown order form.
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March 2017 Trustee Greetings

With spring approaching and the hours of daylight increasing, now is a
good time to enjoy the outdoors and our natural environment. Did you
know that our Board has five outdoor education centres, and students
have opportunities to visit them and other outdoor learning spaces
throughout their schooling? This is part of our commitment to giving stu-
dents an opportunity to learn in and about the natural world. This learning
supports students in gaining a deeper appreciation for nature and the im-
portance of environmental sustainability.

“Modelling continuous environmental sustainability” is one of the goals
outlined in our Board of Trustees” Multi-Year Plan. We believe that we all
have a role to play in reducing waste and protecting our environment. Our
students, staff members and families continue to show leadership when it
comes to supporting student learning and initiatives to reduce our ecologi-
cal footprint.

Spending time outside as a family also provides a great opportunity to
support and enhance your child’s learning outside of school. Whether visit-
ing a park or museum, reading with your child in your home language or
asking questions about their day at school - know that there are many
ways you can support their education and that you are making a differ-
ence.

I hope you all have a happy and safe March Break and enjoy the warmer
weather ahead.


http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/outdoored/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/MYP-Goals.aspx
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MARDI GRAS!

‘@ \ This year Mme Pilaram’s grade 11/12 Core French class
: ‘:Q_ S

Ty celebrated Mardi Gras (Fat or Shrove Tuesday) in many

7 traditional ways. We had fun

o iR 4 :
listening to Carnival music,

&
1)

making masks and breaking
some rules, the custom during
this time. The only thing missing was the
customary feast of fatty treats such as beignets
(donuts) or pancakes.
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Nowruz Celebration at Thornlea

' Cadlling all parents and community
members who would like to
volunteer and attend Thornlea’s first
Nowruz celebration being held on
Wednesday March 22 during

¢ lunch (11:30-12:25pm)

: Nowruz is celebrated by a range of
ethno-linguistic groups around the world and for many marks the
beginning of the New Year. This day is usually celebrated on March
21+ or the day before/after depending on where it is observed.

These are just some of the
items you would see
displayed on an Iranian
Nowruz table or Haft-sin:
goldfish (life, the sign of
Pisces), hyacinth (the
beginning of Spring), garlic
(medicine/health), apples
(beauty), sprouts sabzeh

(rebirth), coins (prosperity), wheat germ pudding samanu
(affluence/sweetness), sumac( the colour of sunrise), vinegar (age
and patience) and others.

Please RSVP to Ms Pilaram by March 15"
( ) if you would
be interested in contributing in any way.
This will be a potluck with music and
entertainment and is open to Thomlea
students, staff and families.
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Syrian Refugee Visits Thornlea SS Library

by: Rahim Moorani, Library Communications Co-op Student

Ousama, a Syrian refuges, speaks fo Thomies students bout
his experiences in the war-forn country of Syra.

Thomlea Amnesty International Book
Club, founded in 2016, is a club that reads
books and then plans events related to the
books' central themes. Their most recent
novel, Chris Cleave's Littie Bee, focuses on a
Nigerian refugee’s experiences as she flees
her country and the struggles she faces after
landing in Britain. Inspired by this novel and
by the conflict in Syria, the Book Club decided
to invite a Syrian refugee to Thornlea to speak
about his experiences.

On February 28th, students from three
classes each paid $2 to the Book Club to
come to the library to hear a Syrian refugee
speak about his life. Ousama, the speaker
(who has asked for his personal details to be
changed in order to protect his family in
Syria), arrived in Canada eight months ago
when a Toronto-based church sponsored his
joumey. The money raised by the Amnesty
International Book Club will be donated to a
joint project by Har Zion, a local synagogue,
and the Imam Mahdi Islamic Centre, a local
mosque, to provide aid to another family of
eight Syrian refugees.

Ousama opened his presentation by
teaching some startling facts to the audience.
One such fact: 6.2 million people have been
forced out of their homes into refugee camps
within Syria, while 4.8 million Syrians have
been pushed out of their country altogether.
Ousama said that, to escape this conflict,
many Syrians attempt dangerous trips to
neighbouring countries, but many don’t
survive. He is one of those people who has
moved through many countries to stay safe,

having lived in Syria, Jordan, and Turkey,
among others. He also explained that the war
in Syria is the worst humanitarian crigis since
WWII and that it's not likely to end soon
because the confilict is very complex, involving
many counfries with many dissonant interests.

The speaker spent a lot of time telling
the audience personal stories to give them a
better idea of what life is really like in the
Syrian war. In Syria, he has a mother and two
sisters, but, for his safety, they forced him to
leave them behind after the Syrian
government identified him as someone who
had smuggled medicine into besieged areas.
(Fortunately, his family in Syria is now safe.)
Ousama became very emotional when telling
some of his stories. One story that nearly
brought him to tears was that of a young boy
in a refugee camp he volunteered at who
happily dug his nails into the mud to write
because the camp lacked the pencils and
paper he needed to practice his math. When
Syria becomes more peaceful, Ousama
wishes to go back to help rebuild the country
and heal all those who have been affected.

Ousama closed his presentation with
advice to students on how they can help the
situation in Syria. They can befriend refugees
who have come to Canada to make them feel
welcome, donate to a humanitarian
organization, and use social media to attract
the attention of politicians who can push for a
ceasefire. Students can also volunteer to help
refugees in many ways: they can teach new
Canadians English, they can help them adjust
to their community, and they can work with
the humanitarian organizations in Toronto.
Ousama wamed students not to jump to
conclusions about the Syrian conflict based
on what the media says; much of it does not
provide in-depth coverage of the issue and
often paints the countries involved in a good
light even if they are harming civilians. Finally,
he encouraged the audience to work hard
with other young people to clear corruption
out of politics and work even harder to keep
politicians honest. We wish Ousama and his
family the best going forward and thank him
for his time.
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Thornlea Alumni Return to Speak with Graduating Class
by: Rahim Moorani, Library Communications Co-op Student

Oy L

1
ey

'l N
Speakers, left to right: Ben Shendelman, Duaa Zahra, Iva Pivalica, Jonathan Gould, Kiana Courtney, Courtney Tiid, Davena
Montague, Sumayya Dafoo, Kaiyu Gao, Andrew Seto, Brandon Kan, Rachael Bull, Alexander Dover.

On February 22, thirteen former Thornlea students paid a visit to their high school to
discuss their experiences in college and university with current grade 12 students.

The alumni, like good friends, made sure to keep the mood light, making jokes frequently
and speaking highly of both Thornlea and their present schools. They offered a lot of advice to
our Grade 12s, notably to learn to manage their time & money, to use the help offered by their
college or university (although it will be their responsibility to find it), and not to be shy with their
professors. Learning how to make & keep good friends while staying in touch with old ones was
another topic that was discussed. Although they warned of some of the challenges posed by
university, such as stress and the commute, the alumni reassured any nervous students that
success is possible for those who work hard.

“It was good to hear, especially from people who are in university, what that life is like
and what to expect,” said Anthony Landry, a student who was in the audience. In general, the
speakers encouraged the grade 12 students to go to college or university, saying that it is a
good place to learn and that the freedom and independence are a welcome change. Hopefully,
some of the students who were in the audience will come back to Thornlea next year to share
their experiences with next year's graduating class.
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Cosmetology Update

Thornlea Wins A Gold Medal!

Congratulations to Audrey Kim, a grade 10 Hairstyling and Aesthetics student
who participated in the Skills Canada Regional Hairstyling competition on March
2" at Seneca College. Audrey was among 9 students who competed in the Ele-
gant Evening Style and Ladies Trendy Day Style categories. Her hard work train-
ing with Ms. Walker over the past month paid off placing her 1% in both catego-
ries!

We wish Audrey continued success as she prepares for the Skills Canada Provin-
cial Hairstyling Competition on May 2™ in Toronto.
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HOMESTAY

Did you know that York Region District School
Board offers a homestay program for interna-
tional students attending its schools? Many
families in your area host students, and this
exciting opportunity is available to you if you
qualify. If you want to find out more, visit the
website: www.yrdsb.ca/homestay



http://www.yrdsb.ca/homestay
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Hello all from the Guidance Department! Our team has been busy with providing our students
with their course request for next year. Please make sure your child has submitted a signed
course selection form to the Guidance Department.

A Course Selection Verification Sheet will be distributed after the March Break, at that time
students can request a change on this sheet.

Important Notice for all grade 12’s that have applied to OUAC for university!

Your grades from semester one have been processed by OUAC and sent to the Universities to
which you have applied. Please log on to your online application in order to review your aca-
demic information. This verification is especially important if OUAC does not have a valid
email address on file, or you are not able to receive emails from OUAC/your Universities be-
cause of a junk-mail setting with you inbox. If you see an error in your OUAC file, it is very im-
portant that you contact your Guidance Counsellor as soon as possible to have it corrected.

College and University Spring Open Houses are a popular way for prospective students to visit various
Post-Secondary Institutions and evaluate them prior to applying and/or choosing. It is never too early
to begin the search. The Guidance Department encourages all students, especially in grades 11 and 12
to attend the open house program of any potential future University/College. Please visit the Univer-
sity/College website to confirm Open House schedules during March Break. Spaces can be limited.

We would also like to remind students that there is a new process in place for Community Service
Hours (CSH). All students must complete 40 community hours to obtain their Ontario Secondary
School Diploma. The Guidance department must approve your community service opportunity before
you start your hours. Please see your counselor for a CSH sheet and pre-approval. Finally, a re-
minder to all grade 12 students; that they should hand in their community service hours as soon
as possible before the next OUAC transmission. For more information on volunteer opportunities,
please come down to the Guidance Office and pick up a Community Service Hours form and please
take a look at our “Volunteer Bulletin Board” for current opportunities to fulfill this Ministry of Edu-
cation requirement.

Special Announcement:

Course Verification
All returning students will be receiving a Student Course Selection Verification from their HOME-
ROOM Teacher (or the Guidance Office if they have a spare period 1) on Tuesday March 21%. This
will list the courses each student chose for the 2017-2018 school year. We ask that every student and
Parent/Guardian carefully examine this report to verify the following:

That every course selected is correct.

Students only need to submit this form to the Guidance office (with required signatures) if a correc-
tion or change is necessary. The directions for corrections and changes can be found on the verifica-
tion form. The deadline for submitting an altered Student Course Selection Verification to the
Guidance office is Wed. March 29", by 3:00PM. If no changes are needed, just keep the form for
your own records.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March 13-17 MARCH BREAK
March 22 Awards Ceremony (By Invite)
March 30 OSSLT
April 6 Parents’ Night 6:30-8:30
(See online appointment instructions in
this bulletin)
April 14 Good Friday ( No School)
April 17 Easter Monday (No School)
April 18-21 Student ONE ACT Play Festival
April 24 School Council Mtg 7:15pm Library
April 26 Mid-term reports Home
April 27 Wellness Day for Health
May 5 PA Day (No school for students)
May 8-12 Outdoor Ed Trip
May 10 Spring Concert
May 15 School Council Meeting 7:15pm
May 18 Prom
May 22 Victoria Day

May 25 Thornstock 2017



