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Message from our VP’s…… 
Dear Parents/guardians, 

Midterm Report Cards 

Distribution of your child’s mid-semester report card will begin on November 18, 2020.  These reports will be distributed us-
ing the same process used for Interim Reports via student GAPPS accounts. 

 

Our mid-semester reports provide you information about your child’s achievement during the first part of the semester.  Of 
note is that this reporting period reflects learning that has occurred in a modified learning environment as required by the 
provincial public health guidelines.  As a result, the rate of progress described on this report may differ from previous years 
due to the ongoing impact of COVID-19 on student learning, nevertheless this is a very important opportunity for your child 
to reflect on their progress so far this school year.   

Additionally, here’s some food for thought from People for Education concerning report cards: What’s the first thing you 
look at? Be honest. It’s the grades, isn’t it? But there are more important things for parents to focus on. That’s why our re-
port card format starts with your child’s learning skills—responsibility, organization, independent work, collaboration, initia-
tive, and self-regulation.  

The information about your child’s learning skills can help you support them in the areas that need improvement. Report 
cards are also a great tool parents can use to initiate conversations about school. Go over the report card with your child, 
talk about where they do well and where they may be struggling. Whether your child is struggling or doing very well, connect 
with your child’s teachers via teach assist or board’s email. Conversations with teachers are great opportunities to learn 
more about ways child and his/her teachers can co-operate on strategies to help in subjects where your child is having diffi-
culty. If there are comments or parts of the report card that you do not understand, ask the teacher about them.  

Fraser Report 

We wanted to let you know that Thornlea S.S. has been ranked number 72 out of 739 schools in Ontario in the updated 
School Fraser Report.  For more than 20 years, the Fraser Institute’s school ranking report has been the go-to source for par-
ents and educators to measure school performance. Thornlea has received an impressive score of 7.9 out of 10.  For more 
information on the Fraser report please go here. 

2020-2021 OSSLT  

In a recent memo, the Ministry of Education indicated that the literacy graduation requirement will be waived for all stu-
dents graduating during the 2020-21 school year. The Ministry is continuing to explore a field test of the online OSSLT in 
spring 2021, which could allow the opportunity for non-graduating students to write the test and have successful attempts 
counted on their transcript. More information from the Ministry of Education will be forthcoming at a later date. 

Upcoming Dates: 

OUAC/OCAS transmission for all Gr. 12 students will occur on Friday, Nov. 20th  

Equal consideration University Application deadline (OUAC) – January, 15th, 2021 

Equal consideration College Application deadline (OCAS) – February 1st, 2021 

Book an appointment with a guidance counsellor bit.ly/Thornlea or administration if you require assistance with your ap-
plication 

 

Sincerely, 

Lana Fisher and Sofia Papadatos 

https://www.compareschoolrankings.org/
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 November 16    School Council Meeting 

        All about Scholarships 

 

 November 18    Mid-terms sent electronically 

        This week 

 

 November 26    Virtual Graduation  

        Class of  2020 

         

 December 21-January 1  Christmas Break 

 

 January 18     School Council Meeting 

 

 February 1     PA Day 
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YRDSB COMMUNICATION 
 

Youth Racial Justice Summit on Education  

November 14th to 15th: - "Disrupting the School to Prison Pipeline" - "Building an Anti-Racist 
Curriculum" - "Foundations of Community Organizing" - "Introductions to policy and Advoca-
cy". Registration details and further information can be found here.  
 

Annual Holocaust Art & Writing Contest  

Sarah and Chaim Neuberger Holocaust Education Centre in Toronto annually partners with 
Chapman University’s Roger Center for Holocaust Education on a Holocaust Art & Writing 
Competition for students grades 6 to 12. Students create an artwork or piece of writing in-
spired by their testimonies of Holocaust survivors and rescuers. Participating schools may sub-
mit a total of three entries (one entry per student) in any combination of the following cate-
gories: art, film, poetry, or prose. Registration details and further information can be found 
here.  
 

BFCN Friday Focus Parent Forum Workshop #1: I Am Focused  

The Friday Focus Parent Forum is returning with a new workshop series! The workshop series 
is open to all Black parents. Please use this link for additional information. Parents for Chil-
dren’s Mental Health (PCMH) Virtual meeting being held November 16, 2020 from 6:30 - 8:00 
p.m. Topic: Anxiety in COVID times. Please use this link for additional information.  

Online Program Opportunities  

As many of our YRDSB community partner organizations continue to offer on-line opportuni-
ties for your children and youth, we are happy to provide you with a comprehensive list of 
these opportunities, including those that are continuing and also new programs and services.  

Please visit 2020-2021 Online Program Opportunities for Children, Youth and Families to find 
a list of programs organized by category and age group. We encourage you to check the link 
regularly as the Community and Partnership Developer Team will be making regular updates 
to available programs and resources. For more information, please contact iscs@yrdsb.ca 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/youth-racial-justice-summit-on-education-tickets-122459570873
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10hKvJC8gMXL6wZOxZt5d8amYaC4ZrbD9/view
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bfcn-friday-focus-parent-forum-workshop-1-i-am-focused-tickets-127278075149
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SaL1ZPl3DMY35p8tHPF9gs07oQgZQYzB/view
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/equity/Pages/Fall%20and%20Winter%20Programming.aspx
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