Thornlea SS
Principal: Joe Foti
Vice-Principal: Anthony Hu
Vice-Principal: Sofia Papadatos

September 28, 2018

2

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
M E S S A G E F R O M T H E V I C E - P R I N C I PA L

3

EVERY STUDENT COUNTS SURVEY

4-5

H A S Y O U R C O N TA C T I N F O C H A N G E D ?

6

LITERACY CORNER

7

GUIDANCE NEWS

8-9

D I G I TA L M E D I A A R T S C L U B

10

THORNLEA PEER TUTORS

11

T H O R N L E A B R E A K FA S T C L U B

12

TERRY FOX RUN

13

FOREIGN LANGUAGE BOOK COLLECTION

14

I WA L K

15

REENA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

16

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

17

3

M E S S AG E F RO M T H E V I C E -P R I N C I PA L
Dear Families and Community Members,
It’s been a wonderful start to the school year. I personally want to extend greetings, well wishes, and a warm
welcome to all grade nine students and new students to the Thornlea Secondary School community. As I
write this message to you all, it’s hard to believe that we are wrapping up the first month of the school year
already.
On September 4th, it was our pleasure to welcome all grade 9 students and their parents to high school with
the Grade 9 Orientation Day. The morning began with a welcome message from Principal Mr. Foti on behalf
of the school’s administration, Ms. Genevieve Seabrook who is Chair of our School Council, and Mr. Nigel
Cole, our School Resource Officer. Grade 9 students then had the opportunity to learn about high school
through interactive morning sessions while their parents had the opportunity to attend a Q & A session hosted
by Mr. Foti. The students then experienced a day filled with a scavenger hunt around the school before meeting all their teachers for their semester one classes in the afternoon. Their welcome and transition to high
school continued on September 13th at the Grade 9 FIT Day which took place at Green Acres Camp. Students
benefited from icebreaker and team-building activities all day while also having the chance to meet other students and build new friendships.
We are also very thankful to all staff and students who are involved in the numerous extra-curricular clubs and
activities that are available to everyone in the school. Clubs at Thornlea Secondary School had the opportunity to showcase themselves at the annual Clubs Fair which took place during lunch on September 18 th. Although in the past this event took place in the hallways, this year’s Club Fair took place in the cafeteria and
was a huge success. Students had the opportunity to find out more information about the clubs and to register
for activities available at Thornlea.
Athletics and physical activity have been well underway as well. On September 20 th to raise awareness and to
fundraise for cancer research, all staff and students participated in the annual Terry Fox Run which raised
$662.95. On September 26th, the Girls Basketball and Boys Volleyball teams won their season opener games.
The Boys Soccer team lost their season opener game on September 26th, but are looking forward to a great
season. The Boys 7’s Rugby Team went undefeated in their first tournament and the Girl 7’s Rugby team had
one win at their first tournament. In addition, Cross Country had their first meet on September 26 th.
Our school’s Picture Day took place on September 7th and the school’s Breakfast Club program which provides all students in the school with breakfast every morning launched for another school year as well. On
September 17th we had our first School Council meeting of the school year. As I write this message, we are
wrapping up Safety Week which included safety assemblies for each grade which outlined expectations of
behaviour for all students in the school.
Looking ahead at the following weeks, look forward to the following important events:
For those who were absent for Picture Day, Photo Retake Day will be taking place on October 9 th. Interim
Report Cards will also be distributed to students on October 9 th which is a progress report for all students in
their classes up to this point in the semester. Parents/guardians are encouraged to review the progress of
their children on an ongoing basis and connect with the classroom teachers if there are any questions or concerns.
Lastly, if you are willing to assist by offering breakfast to students in the morning each day, we will gratefully
accept any donations that you can provide. If you would like to donate food such as yogurt, cereal, oatmeal,
milk, bagels, or frozen waffles, we invite you to drop them off in the main office and we will ensure that they
are used by our Breakfast Club.
As we prepare for a new season and cooler temperatures, we would like to wish our students a successful
semester one.
Warmest Regards,
Anthony Hu
Vice-Principal
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Salutations from the Guidance Department!
The Guidance Team this year consists of:
Mrs. Gail Burdett (Guidance Secretary) Ext. 207
Ms. Lovleen Rai (French Immersion Counselor/Scholarship Lead/Literacy Lead) Ext
254
Ms. Viviane Estafanos (Student Success/Credit Recovery/AP Exam Lead/F.I. Teacher)
Ext 251
Ms. Andrea Tse (ESL Counselor/Head of ESL Teacher) Ext 178
Ms. Julie Scott (Student Success) Voicemail 476
Ms. Maria Merecoulias (Student Support for ESL students) Voicemail 689
Mr. Nizam Alkins, Head of Guidance (Counselor) Ext 330
We also would like to announce the process for making guidance appointments. First,
please see Mrs. Burdett, our Guidance Secretary. If any student would like to make an
appointment with their “area” identified counselor (French Immersion, ESL, Other),
they should come to the Guidance Office before school starts (8:30 to 8:45), during their
lunch (11:30 to 12:30), or after school (3:00 to 3:30) to make their appointment.
We will be speaking to grade 12’s in early October, with respect to what Guidance Services offer, the Post-Secondary application process, course selections and community
service hour requirements. Date and time to be announced.
As for Scholarship information for grade 12 graduating students, please make an appointment to see Ms. Rai in the Guidance office.

Two great websites to find out more information on scholarships are:
http://www.studentawards.com/
http://www.electronicinfo.ca/scholarships
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Community Service Hours
We would also like to remind our learning community that there is a process in place for
Community Service Hours. All students must complete 40 community hours to obtain their
Ontario Secondary School Diploma. The Guidance department must approve your community service opportunity before you start your hours. Please see your counselor for preapproval. It should be at a Not-For-Profit organization.
We also would like to announce the approved initiative to all our grade 9 students. Grade 9
students that complete their 40 community service hours in their grade 9 year will receive a
special certificate of completion. This is for grade 9’s only. The 40 hours must be submitted into our Guidance Office by Friday June 21st to Qualify.
For more information on volunteer opportunities, please come down to the Guidance Office
and pick up a Community Service Hours form and please take a look at our “Volunteer Bulletin Board” for opportunities to fulfill this Ministry of Education graduation requirement.
Sincerely,
Mr. Nizam Alkins, Head of Guidance and Career Education
Post-Secondary Information – Important Dates:
Ontario University Fair – September 28, 29, 30 at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre
St. Andrews College Canadian Universities’ Fair on October 3, starts at 4:30 pm to 9 pm
Study and Go Abroad Fair – Sunday Oct. 14 www.studyandgoabroad.com @ MTCC
Ontario College Info Fair – Tuesday Oct. 23 and Wednesday Oct. 24 at the Enercare Centre
Student Life Expo – Oct. 27, 28 at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre
University/College Visits at lunch in room 229:
Please listen to the morning announcements, review the list sent to you earlier, check
your career cruising account email.
Many Post-Secondary Institutions (Universities and Colleges) will be coming to Thornlea to
speak to our senior students in the first semester. We have scheduled Ryerson, Queen’s,
York, Waterloo, McMaster, Wilfrid Laurier, U of T, Ryerson, Western, Seneca, Humber
and Centennial, just to name a few. The dates and times of these information sessions was
in the 1st E-bulletin. There will be more than 35 Universities/Colleges that are scheduled
for the Months of September, October and November, please listen to the announcements,
and check the bulletin boards outside of the Guidance Office, check your E-mail that is
linked to your Career Cruising account, or check with your Guidance Counselor.
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The Terry Fox run this year was a success!
Thornlea students and staff all walked/ran on
Sept. 20, and raised $662.95 for cancer research.
The class that raised the most money was
Ms. Magic's with $65.25 raised.
Great job this year Thornlea!
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Calendar of Events

`

October 2

Post Secondary Application
Process Assembly
Grade 12’s Period 4

October 3

Thornlea Hosting ESP

October 8

Thanksgiving Day

October 9

Interim Reports Go Home

October 9

PHOTO Day for New Students
and Retake’s for anyone who
missed our First Photo Day

October 15

Parent Council Mtg @ 7:15pm

October 18

Student Success Ceremony
(by invitation only)

October 22

PD Day

October 25

Parents’ Night
Make sure to book teacher
interviews on Edsby

October 29

Spirit Assembly

