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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6 Exam Review Day (See Schedule Below)

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20 Family Day (No Classes)

FEBRUARY 21 -22 Grad Photo Retake

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27 School Council Meeting 7:00pm
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TECH REQUEST FORM – 2022-2023 GUIDANCE UPDATES

Character Matters Trait of the Month: Initiative

CLUBS LIST 22 - 23

 Friday, February 3, 2023 
201 Town Centre Blvd. Markham, ON

  905-479-2787
 Reception 431/Attendance 230/Guidance 458

 
Email: unionville.hs@yrdsb.ca 

 
Tweets: @UHSupdate

"Follow your passion, be prepared to work hard and sacrifice, and, above all, don't let anyone limit
your dreams." - Donovan Bailey

Please be advised that we are running  a special schedule on MONDAY FEBRUARY 6 as follows:
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As a continuation of our Celebrating Black Excellence campaign, YRDSB will be celebrating Black History Month with the
Celebrating Black Excellence - Black Voices project. 

Celebrating Black Excellence - Black Voices aims to centre and celebrate the Black members of our YRDSB community and
share their voices. This Black History Month campaign asks students, staff and families who identify as Black to consider
submitting a short video of themselves answering one or more of the following prompts. 

• I am proud to be Black because..
• It’s important to me that I see my identity affirmed at school/work because…
• What I need at school/work is…
• People need to know that…
• I love myself because…
• I am magic because…
• Do you have a story to tell? Let us know what it is.
• If these prompts don’t resonate with you, please feel free to answer a prompt or question of your own making.

These videos will be shared as Reels on the @yrdsb.schools Instagram account throughout the month of February, and may be
featured on the Black Excellence webpage or in a YRDSB video. 

Submissions from students and staff can be made through an internal form. If your child is interested in making a submission,
please ask them to contact a staff member or principal at their school for details. 

Community members who are interested in making a submission can do so through our public submission form which is
available on the Celebrating Black Excellence webpage.

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/celebratingblackexcellence


YRDSB Student and Family Surveys

We will be inviting all students in Grades 4-12 and students in Grades K-3 to participate in the 2022-23 Every Student Counts
Survey in the Spring of 2023. Surveys will be available online and will take approximately 20 minutes to complete.

You and your child should have received a letter from the Board notifying them that the survey will be taking place. The
surveys will provide the Board and our schools with valuable information about the learning experiences of students and
families this year that are used to inform Board and school planning and to support student achievement and well-being. 

Students in Grades 4-12 will be given class time to complete the survey at schools. Students in Grades K-3 are encouraged to
complete the survey at home with their family. Families who do not want their child(ren) to be sent an invitation to participate
in the survey will be given a chance to opt their child out of receiving the survey in the new calendar year. 

As our first partners in education, we value input from families and encourage parents/guardians to complete the survey. The
information provided will be confidential and kept in strict accordance with all relevant legislation. 

Please contact Research Services at research.services@yrdsb.ca if you have any questions or visit the Board website to learn
more. 

ESCS Public Survey Consultation

York Region District School Board will be conducting the Every Student Counts Survey with students in Grades K-12 from
April 24, 2023 - May 12, 2023. As part of the survey development, we are asking families to review our draft surveys and
provide their feedback. 

Student and family feedback is critical to the survey development process and helps to ensure that the survey is an accurate
reflection of our school communities. Responses made through the feedback form are voluntary, confidential and
anonymous.

The feedback form will be available from February 3, 2023 - February 10, 2023.

To learn more, please visit www.yrdsb.ca/escs

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett
The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates
The Revolution of Birdie Randolph by Brandy Colbert
Tyler Johnson Was Here by Jay Coles
The Other Black Girl by Zakiya Delila Harris
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston
Dread Nation: Rise Up by Justina Ireland
Monday’s Not Coming by Tiffany D. Jackson
You Should See Me in a Crown by Leah Johnson
Let’s Talk About Love by Claire Kann
Girl on Fire by Alicia Keys
A Blade So Black by L. L. McKinney
Who Put This Song On? by Morgan Parker
Fate of Flames by Sarah Raughley
Such a Fun Age by Kiley Reid
Odd One Out by Nic Stone
Piecing Me Together by Renée Watson
The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead
Hush by Jacqueline Woodson 

Students are invited to join the Library's Google Classroom. The join code is sv427pg. Students may also search for books,
request books and access other resources on the Library page (click link) of the UHS website.

Students also have access to ebooks through SORA (click link). They sign in using the number 0 followed by their student
number.

UHS Library Items
Celebrate Black History Month at the UHS Library by borrowing one of these amazing books!  Click links for more information.
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Markham Mayor’s Youth Council.

The Markham Mayor’s Youth Council (MMYC) is a group of diverse
and dedicated students representing the fabric of Markham’s youth
community as a youth-based branch of the Markham City Council.
Along with connecting youth with Markham Councillors and the
Mayor of Markham, the purpose of the MMYC is to provide local
youth a voice by which they may give input and develop initiatives
to enhance youth opportunities within the City of Markham. 

The Markham Mayor’s Youth Council is once again hosting EVOLVE,
an annual event dedicated to helping elementary school students
and grade 9 students adapt a smooth transition to high school. 

Sign ups have officially opened and all students in Grades 7 to 9 are
strongly encouraged to sign up at bit.ly/EVOLVE23. 

On Saturday, February 4th, 2023 from 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM, we will
be hosting our annual leadership conference EVOLVE at Rouge River
Community Centre. The purpose of this event is to prepare
incoming high school students for the next step of their education
with topics such as high school programs, volunteering and reach
ahead opportunities. These topics will be communicated through
our well-rounded guest speakers and youth council fair. To sign up,
students must fill out the form found at bit.ly/EVOLVE23

THE CAFETERIA IS OPEN!

Hey UHS! Great News!
Our cafeteria is now open between the hours

of: 9:50AM – 1:45PM
(Periods 2- 4)

Come down to the cafeteria and check it out!

Autism Information Series – Chinese

Autism Information Series – Tamil 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Peel and York Regions - Free Virtual Programming for Female Identified Youth

Centre for Black Student Excellence Newsletter February 2023

Family Cookout with Chef Maxine Knight

GIVE! Get Involved. Volunteer in Education!

Guidance Resources – Are you getting enough exercise?

In Conversation with Dion Walcott and Dr. D’Wayne Edwards

Pathways to Careers in Skilled Trades

Sex Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation

Tune In YRDSB - Tamil Heritage Month

Tune In YRDSB - Intro to Special Education

From this week's communication: 
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The UHS Wellness Council is back! We are a student run council whose mission is dedicated to
improve students’ health and well-being by creating and maintaining a positive school
environment here at UHS. To learn more about how you can be part of the UHS Wellness
Council, please click here for our Instagram page. 

Wellness Reminder of the Week:

"Love yourself first and everything else falls into line. You really have to love yourself to get
anything done in this world." - Lucille Ball

Trent University is hosting a virtual information session for Grade 10 and 11 students on Wednesday, February 15. Students
who are looking ahead to university and want to know where to start are encouraged to attend. You'll learn about academic
programs, the application process, scholarships, and student life at Trent in Peterborough and Durham GTA. Register at
//trentu.ca/infonight.”

Trent University Grade 10/11 Students & Parents Info Night

Did You Know!
On the York Region District School Board website, you can translate the web[age to almost any language!

Please see below for an example!

Teach Assist Dropped Course Issue
Students may notice on Teach Assist that previously dropped courses are appearing.  The YRDSB IT department recently
completed an update, which caused dropped courses to appear in Teach Assist.  Please be aware that the courses are not
scheduled and will not appear on the transcript.
 
In addition, students may notice that courses have been removed from Teach Assist.  If this is the case, please contact the
teacher and they will report it to the IT department.  Again, these courses have not been dropped and students still remain
scheduled in the course. 

Semester 2 Timetables
The Guidance department recognizes that many students still have incomplete timetables for semester 2.  We are aware of
the courses required for each student and are working as quickly as possible to complete timetables.   Semester two
timetables will be emailed to student GAPPS emails and parent/guardian emails on file February 3rd.  Just a reminder that
elective course changes will not be accepted. Thank you for your patience and understanding.

What Do You Need to Graduate from High School?
What do you need to Graduate? – Click the link to see what courses and requirements you will need to graduate. 

Message From Our Trustee, Ron Lynn
Please click here to access the message from, Ron Lynn, Trustee, Markham Wards 2 and 6.    

https://www.instagram.com/uhswellnesscouncil/
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Do you know any curious, hard-working grade 11 students who are
passionate about science? Encourage them to apply for a spot at
Science School next year! Applications are now open for the 2023-
24 school year.

Grade 12 students will spend a full semester in person at the
Science Centre, where they’ll collaborate with like-minded
classmates from across Ontario, engage with staff and visitors, and
earn science and math credits along the way.

Applications are due on March 1, 2023. 

We will be holding two online information sessions for students
interested in learning more about Science School, including details
about our new, streamlined application process. Join us on February
21, 2023, at 7 p.m.

Click to learn more.

To join the third conversation with Senait Litchmore, registered psychotherapist with the College of Registered
Psychotherapists of Ontario, please complete the google form: UHS School Council Invitation (Space is limited to 250) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/6816710260791/WN_JyT1n3dMSperU1Lp10FHmw
https://www.ontariosciencecentre.ca/teachers-plus-students/science-school
https://forms.gle/AtzsqyFf5hrgxpKq6


Looking for Winter Programs? Please see the
following link from our partners at Hong Fook!

HONG FOOK - Winter Catalogue - English

HONG FOOK - Winter Catalogue - Chinese

Night School
Night school is available to students who cannot get the course during day school. Remote learning night school registration
is now open and synchronous learning will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6:30pm to 9:45pm beginning
February 16th. Registration for Online night school (which is asynchronous learning) will open on January 31st. Registration
for either format is on My Pathway Planner under "Continuing Education" and will require Guidance approval. Check out the
YRDSB website for more information at: https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/adult-learning/night-school

Morning Music Requests
Hey wolves, want to suggest your favourite school appropriate songs and have them played in the mornings?
Students can submit music requests via their gapps accounts now through the following Google form - or they can
also access the form on our instagram @uhs_announcements! Remember that songs must be school appropriate!
Looking forward to hearing from you!"

Yearbook 2022-2023
Time is flying by quickly. Remember when you were starting the school year in September, most excited for the year to come
for your kids? Well, a great way to immortalize those memories is by buying this year’s UHS yearbook! Get a yearbook on
School Cash Online (https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/Home/SignIn) and keep your child’s teenagehood with you forever! 

Breakfast Boost Program
Breakfast Boost will resume on the first day of semester 2 on Monday, February 6th.

Interested in the Aquatic Leadership Program?
The YRDSB runs an Aquatic Leadership Program in partnership with the Town of Aurora, The City of Markham and the City of
Vaughan during 2nd semester. For more information, please see here.

Peer Tutoring
All students interested in becoming a peer tutor for the 2022-2023 school year must submit their application through this
link: https://bit.ly/BecomeTutorUHS0

This application must be completed using the student's GAPPS email. Upon submitting, students will receive an email
containing a PDF that will need to be printed, signed and returned to the Guidance Department dropbox located outside the
Guidance Office. Please Note: If students are applying to tutor a subject they are currently taking, please ask your subject
teacher first, as students are required to indicate their subject teacher's name to confirm if they are recommended for
tutoring that subject. 

All students requesting a peer tutor must submit their application through this link: https://bit.ly/RequestTutorUHS

This application must be completed using the student's GAPPS email. Upon submitting, students will receive an email
containing a PDF that will need to be printed, signed and returned to the Guidance Department dropbox located outside the
Guidance Office. 

Please click here for the Peer Tutoring flyer

Attention Grade 12 students! 
 
Edge Imaging will be here to take graduation photos on Tuesday, February 21 and Wednesday, February 22, 2023. 

If you haven’t taken your grad photos already, this is your last chance to do so and be included on the graduation composite. 
Please sign up for a grad photo on-line at:

www.bookmygrad.ca, our school code is: WUH
 
Congratulations class of 2023; we look forward to seeing you for your grad photos.

Grad Photo Retake
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Preparing for Severe Weather
As we are getting into colder climates and temperatures, here is a message that was sent to families from the YRDSB :

Dear families, 

With yesterday’s announcement from Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health regarding masking and winter weather
approaching, we want to provide families with an update on masking and the steps we take to keep students safe when severe
weather occurs.

Masking in Schools

Yesterday, Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health strongly recommended that individuals wear masks in indoor settings.
We continue to consult with York Region Public Health, who are strongly recommending masking in indoor settings. York
Region schools and workplaces continue to be mask friendly environments and masking is strongly encouraged in YRDSB
schools and buildings, and on all forms of school transportation. All students, staff, families and visitors who choose to wear
a mask, or who are advised or required to wear a mask will be supported in doing so. A limited number of masks are available;
children who wish to wear a mask but do not have access to one, may contact their school.

School Transportation Cancellations

School transportation (buses and taxis) may be cancelled due to extreme cold or inclement weather. On these days, schools
will remain open unless otherwise stated. If school transportation is cancelled in the morning, it will also be cancelled in the
afternoon. Any special or hot lunch days and field trips will also be cancelled. 

Families should use their best judgment to decide whether to send their children to school on extreme cold or inclement
weather days. Students will not be penalized for missing school on those days. For safety reasons, please let the school
know if your child will not be attending school that day. 

Does your child need a space to practice their faith? All students who would like to use our Prayer/Meditation Space for the
2022-2023 school year should complete the School Start Up forms: https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/ and email Ms. Kyriopoulos
(effie.kyriopoulos@yrdsb.ca) for more information. 

Prayer/Meditation Space Request
For more information on severe weather days, please visit our website www.yrdsb.ca.

Communication to Families

Decisions about school transportation and school closures will be made as early as possible and no later than 6:00 a.m. We
will do our best to notify families in advance when we may be considering closing school and Board offices. Transportation
cancellations or school closures are communicated through:

• Student Transportation Services - www.schoolbuscity.com or 1-877-330-3001
• Board and school websites
• @YRDSB Twitter account
• Radio and TV media outlets

School Closures

Emergency closures will be considered when conditions may not be safe for students and staff members to attend school for
the full day. This may include events that significantly limit school operations or access to the school site (e.g., widespread,
prolonged power failures or downed power lines).

In keeping with our current practice, we will continue to keep our schools open as much as possible. However, it is important
that families have alternate childcare arrangements planned for the rare occasions when schools may be closed. Before and
aftercare programs will not operate if schools are closed.

We are pleased to announce that all sections of ENG3U next semester will be changed to NBE3U as of February 6.  

Students who had ENG3U on their timetable for semester two will now see it replaced by NBE3U.  

NBE3U is equivalent to ENG3U and intended to prepare students for the compulsory Grade 12 English University course.  

NBE3U explores the themes, forms, and stylistic elements of a variety of literary, informational, graphic, oral, cultural, and
media text forms emerging from First Nations, Métis, and Inuit cultures in Canada, and also examines the perspectives and
influence of texts that relate to those cultures. In order to fully understand contemporary text forms and their themes of
identity, relationship, and self-determination, sovereignty, or self-governance, students will analyze the changing use of text
forms by Indigenous authors/creators from various periods and cultures in expressing ideas related to these themes. Students
will also create oral, written, and media texts to explore their own ideas and understanding, focusing on the development of
literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life.

“The history of Canada begins with Indigenous peoples; this land’s development and its future are inextricably linked to its first
inhabitants. In this unique position, Indigenous peoples have perspectives on and knowledge of this land and of humanity that
can inform how Canada addresses global challenges in the twenty-first century. Exploration of Indigenous cultures, ways of
knowing, and contributions to society is therefore essential for students as the global citizens and problem solvers of
tomorrow.”  (The Ontario Curriculum Grades 9 to 12:  First Nations, Metis, and Inuit Studies Revised 2019).  

If you have questions regarding this change, please contact a school administrator.  

NBE3U Announcement 

https://www.york.ca/newsroom/mandatory-face-mask-requirements-lifted-march-21
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ASSOCIATION OF SRILANKAN GRADUATES OF CANADA 
In Partnership with York Region District School Board 

Date: Saturday February 11 2023 
Time: 9:30 am -1:30 pm 

Venue: Milliken Mills HS, Markham, 7522 Kennedy Road 
Admission: Free 

 Looking for information on… 

●Career Choices
●University/College Selections
●Scholarship & Grant Applications
●Secondary School Course Selections

Dr. V. Manivannan: 647-949-5205 
Suganja Sinnathamby: suganja.sinnathamby@yrdsb.ca 
Nageswary Srikumaraguru: nageswary.srikumaraguru@yrdsb.ca 

To register please use the QR code or register here 

Contact: 

Canadian Tamil Professional Association (CTPA) 
Canadian Tamil Medical Association (CTMA)

Sri Lankan Accountants Association of Canada (SAAC) 
Educators For Tamil Students Success (YRDSB)

mailto:suganja.sinnathamby@yrdsb.ca
mailto:suganja.sinnathamby@yrdsb.ca
mailto:nageswary.srikumaraguru@yrdsb.ca
mailto:nageswary.srikumaraguru@yrdsb.ca
mailto:nageswary.srikumaraguru@yrdsb.ca
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/career-guidance-workshop-for-high-school-students-tickets-491680007137
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/career-guidance-workshop-for-high-school-students-tickets-491680007137
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/career-guidance-workshop-for-high-school-students-tickets-491680007137


Inclusive School and Community Services is hosting 
A Guardian/Parent Engagement Event 

2. Recognizing and Responding to Hate 

Registration at http://bit.ly/3VZpttx 

Advocacy and Allyship 

YRDSB is hosting a 3 part Information series that looks at how to engage and help 
build shared solutions. Families will build on knowledge about discrimination, racism, 

bias, stereotypes and how to advocate and become an ally. 

Registration closes: January 27th, 2023 

Please reach out to Harpinder Kaur or Kenzie Wass if you have any questions

Harpinder.kaur@yrdsb.ca, Kenzie.Wass@yrdsb.ca 

Learn how to recognize and respond to hate and discrimination, through looking at data,
talking through examples and further understanding bias. 

Presented by: Shafiq Aziz from Harmony Movement 

When: February 22nd 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

3. Becoming an Ally 
Learn how to become an ally through engaging and listening to lived experiences of 
discrimination and hate. 

Presented by: Soha Mohammad from Working Women 

When: March 22nd 6:30pm – 8:00pm 
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For more information, please contact:

STANDARD 1 YEAR DEPOT WARRANTY 

You can apply  for this program if you are:

All systems include our 

Alexander Oliver

RCT Community Engagement Lead

AOliver@rcto.ca

A resident of Ontario and you are an individual

with limited income.

 
Parents or legal guardians may apply on

behalf of a child or youth under the age of 18.

  

We offer 1 computer, per family, with a limit

of 2 per household per year.

Visit Us  Online @  www.RCTO.ca

*Computers may not appear exactly

as shown 

You get - a desktop complete with 

Windows 10 and MS Office 2019 - Word, 

Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and OneNote 

plus learning software, monitor,

keyboard and mouse

You get - a laptop complete with 

Windows 10 and MS Office 2019 - Word, 

Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and OneNote 

plus learning software

Do you need a computer?
Renewed Computer Technology (RCT) is a not-for-profit, charitable organization 

that empowers learners, educators and not-for-profit organizations with increased 

access to information and communications technology (ICT), skill development and 

learning opportunities, in a socially and environmentally responsible manner.

Working with York Region District School Board we are offering affordable,

renewed computer packages.

We have Laptop Packages from $200.00 to $350.00.

Plus $40.00 to ship the computer to your home.

We have Desktop Packages from $60.00  to $250.00.

Plus $50.00 to ship the computer to your home.

 

1. Open camera on phone

2. Hold camera up to QR

code above

3. Click link that appears on

your screen

*batteries not covered by warranty 

mailto:gnagi@ccscan.ca
mailto:gnagi@ccscan.ca
http://www.rcto.ca/


DATE EVENT

MARCH 13 - 17 March Break (No Classes)

THURSDAY, MARCH 23 Start of Ramadan

Please click here to contact teachers. 

  Upcoming Events - March 2023

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/unionville.hs/Documents/Clubs%20List%2022-23%20-%20Feb%203,%202023.pdf
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