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Alliance of Educators for Black Students
AEBS is united in its purpose to promote the achievement and well-being of Black students.
Welcome to the 2019/20 AEBS newsletter. The executive committee has been busy planning events for the
upcoming school year. So stay tuned. We are looking forward to meeting new members and reconnecting
with existing ones.

@AEBSyrdsb

AEBS recognizes the resiliency and bravery of Residential School Survivors and is asking our members
and supporters to walk alongside Indigenous peoples by wearing orange t-shirts on September 30th,
2019.

The orange shirt movement started in 2013 to highlight the pain and suffering of thousands of Indigenous
children who were sent to residential schools throughout the last century. The colour of the shirt is
connected to the experience of Phyllis Webstad who was sent to Cariboo Residential School near Williams
Lake, B.C., in 1973. Six-years old at the time, Phyllis went to her first day of school wearing a new bright
orange shirt. New clothes were a rare thing for the young girl who was being raised by her grandmother.
However, upon arriving at the school, the nuns stripped her of the shirt, forcing her to wear the school’s
institutional uniform.

Webstad has felt the impact of that event long after it occurred, “that feeling of worthlessness and
insignificance, ingrained in me from my first day at the mission school. It affected the way I lived my life for
many years. Even now, when I know nothing could be further than the truth, I still sometimes feel I don’t
matter.”
The shirt has since gone on to become a symbol of a national movement that recognizes the
suffering of Indigenous children at residential schools across the country and to show a renewed
commitment to ensure that every child matters.
Sources:
https://bww.yrdsb.ca/services/cis/Documents/Communications/OrangeShirtDay.pdf
http://www.orangeshirtday.org/resources--supplies.html

Community News
York Region District School Board Community Partners

Black Foundation of Community Networks (BFCN)

Markham African Caribbean Canadian Association (MACCA)

Newmarket African Caribbean Canadian Association (NACCA)

Ontario Alliance of Black School Educators (ONABSE)

Thornhill African Caribbean Canadian Association (TACCA)

Vaughan African Canadian Association (VACA)

York Region Alliance of African Canadian Communities (York Region AACC)

Who should attend?



Parents and caregivers of children of African descent seeking to enhance their ability to
support their child(ren) with developing a positive sense of self.
Children of African descent, between the ages of 6 and 12 that may be struggling to develop a
positive sense of self.

Benefits of attending this workshop:



Parents and Caregivers will gain tools that will allow them to be more intentional in supporting
their child(ren) in the development of a positive sense of self.
Children will have a better understanding of the various influences on their identity formation
and will feel more confident in their identity as a person of African descent.

JAMAICAN ENGLISH CREOLE/PATOIS LANGUAGE LESSONS
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOenaS-ARqrYnhe1Wg097uEW5EuthPq7-98LZUgl_wq6NA8g/
viewform

The Newmarket African Caribbean Canadian Association (NACCA) would like to offer a language
heritage class in Newmarket that teaches Jamaican English creole or patois to preserve our
linguistic heritage among children and youth. In order to begin, we would need 20 elementary
school students.

PARENTS OF BLACK CHILDREN MEETING
PoBC meets quarterly with parents from across the Greater Toronto Area. PoBC are
currently focused on York Region, but parents in other regions are welcome to join as well.
PoBC discuss challenges within the schools system, and try to help parents navigate their
way through. It's an opportunity to learn from each other, strategize and plan for our
children's future.
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/october-parent-meeting-parents-of-black-children-tickets72875006105

BFCN SCHOLARSHIP DIRECTORY 2019

Please continue to share the BFCN 2019 Scholarship Directory. This edition is still current
and runs until the end of December and the new one will be released in January 2020. Let's work
together to get this information into the hands (or on the screens) of students, educators, and
families across the country. Please share widely with your contacts, networks and the school your
youth attends. We need your help sharing and building this resource and want to do everything
we can to support Black youth achievement and success.

SANKOFA MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
There are still spaces available at both locations: Vaughan Secondary School and Bur Oak
Secondary, Markham. Take advantage of this wonderful opportunity for Black
students 12 and up, to learn about the Nguzo Saba (seven principles).
If interested, contact Maxine Brown, Program Manager
Email: pgmmgr@yorkregionaacc.ca

Please visit http://onabse.org/membership.html to fill out the membership form online for new
memberships and renewals.

Opportunities

Holiday Recognition
SHANA TOVA
HEAD OF THE JEWISH YEAR ~ ROSH HASHANAH
Begins at sundown on Sunday, September 29 and
continues through to nightfall on Tuesday, October 1, 2019

Rosh Hashanah is a Jewish holiday marking the first and second days of the Jewish year, and it is the
anniversary of the creation of Adam and Eve. These High Holy Days are the most religious days of the year for
many Jews, and is a time for reflection and atonement.

