
MLA 8th Edition 

 Works Cited Basics 

Core Elements 

Each entry in the list of Works Cited is composed of facts common to most works—the MLA core 

elements. For any source you use--book, journal, video, website, photograph, painting-- you must 

assemble as many of these core elements as are available. They are assembled in the following specific 

order with this specific use of punctuation, quotation marks, and italics. 

 

Author’s last name​,​ author’s first name​. 

“​Title of Source​.”  ​(article, song, episode, 

etc.) 

Title of Container​.​ (name of book, anthology, 

newspaper, magazine, TV series, etc.) 

Names of other contributors​,​ ( edited by, 

directed by, narrated by, translated by, 
adapted by, illustrated by, narrated by, 
performance by, etc.) 

Version or edition number​, 

Volume and issue number​, 

Publishing Company Name​, 

Publication Date​, 

Location​.​ (page numbers, website address, 

DOI, Gale number, museum/gallery, disc 
number, or time in a video clip) 

 

 

 
 

Containers 

The concept of containers is crucial to MLA 

style. When the source being documented 

forms part of a larger whole, the larger whole 

can be thought of as a container that holds the 

source. For example, a short story may be 

contained in an anthology. The short story is the 

source, and the anthology is the container. 

Sometimes a source may have two containers. 

For example, a journal article retrieved from a 

database has two containers. The article is the 

source. The first container is the journal and the 

second container is the database. 

 

Works Cited Page Guidelines 

 

● list entries in alphabetical order 

● all types of entries (print, internet) are 

combined into one list  

● the list is double spaced throughout—in 

between each entry and each line  

● the second/third line of the entry (if 

needed) is indented 

● follow all punctuation rules as shown 

above 

● items on the list are not numbered or 

presented with bullet points 

● remove the hyperlink format ​and 

http:// or https:// ​from all website 

addresses 
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